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REPORT. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
respectfully  submits  the  following  report  of  the  present  state  of 
affairs: 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  as  the  public  have  been  already 
informed  by  the  Regent  of  the  Association,  a  contract  was  exe- 
cuted by  Mr.  John  A.  Washington,  in  due  legal  form,  for  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon.  In  this  way  the  object,  so  long 
pursued  by  the  government  of  the  Association,  has  been 
obtained,  it  is  believed,  in  a  manner  most  in  consonance  with  the 
public  sentiment.  The  contract  provides  for  the  purchase  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Mount  Vernon 
estate,  including  the  mansion-house  and  its  appendages,  the  gar- 
den, the  landing  from  the  river  as  already  established,  and, 
above  all,  the  tomb  which  contains  the  mortal  remains  of  the 
Father  of  his  Country. 

Whenever  the  terms  of  the  contract  are  fulfilled,  this  inval- 
uable domain,  around  which  the  patriotic  feeling  of  the  Union 
gathers  as  to  a  central  shrine,  will  pass  into  the  possession  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  to  be  by  them  dedicated, 
and  forever  held  sacred  to  the  memory  of  Washington. 

It  has  been  already  stated  in  the  appeal  of  the  Regent  above 
alluded  to,  that  the  sum  stipulated  for  in  the  contract  of  purchase 
is  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  eighteen  thousand  of  which 
were  paid  at  the  execution  of  the  contract,  and  the  first  instal- 
ment of  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars  is  due  on  the  ist  of  January, 
1859.  The  balance  is  due  in  three  annual  instalments,  and  in 
the  failure  to  pay  the  $57,000  due  January,  1859,  the  sum  of 
$18,000,  already  paid,  is  forfeited.  The  sums  now  on  hand, 
contributed  by  member*  of  local  associations,  by  various  public- 
spirited  bodies  and  individuals,  and  accruing  from  the  delivery 
of  Mr.  Everett's  address,  are  sufficient  to  meet  the  instalment  due 
in  January  next.  The  sums  required  to  meet  the  other  instal- 
ments and  the  payment  of  interest,  if  interest  should  become 
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due  by  failure  to  obtain  possession  on  the  22d  of  February  next, 
by  the  entire  consummation  of  the  purchase,  are  yet  to  be  pro- 
vided. The  ^vernment  of  the  Association  is  well  aware  that 
the  sum  contracted  for,  as  the  price  of  the  estate,  is  greatly 
beyond  its  value  as  a  piece  of  property.  On  this  subject  it  is 
sufficient  to  state  that  it  could  not  be  obtained  on  any  other 
terms.  The  proprietor  has  been  offered  that,  and  even  larger 
sums,  by  parties  who  wished  to  acquire  the  property  for  pecuni- 
ary speculation,  and  he  considered  that  he  had  performed  his 
duty  to  the  public  by  refusing  to  sell  it  for  any  such  purpose. 
Indeed,  he  had  at  first  publicly  declined  it  at  all,  except  to  Con- 
gress for  the  United  States,  or  to  the  State  of  Virginia.  Neither 
Congress  nor  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  seeming  disposed  to 
make  the  purchase,  Mr.  Washington  was  induced  to  accept  the 
offer  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  which  is  bound 
by  its  charter  to  keep  it  inalienably  sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Washington. 

In  addition  to  the  large  sum  required  to  fulfil  the  contract  of 
purchase,  a  considerable  amount  will  be  necessary  to  repair  the 
mansion-house,  to  restore  it  with  the  garden  and  grounds  as 
niearly  as  possible  to  the  condition  in  which  they  were  left  by  the 
Great  Proprietor,  and  to  meet  the  expense  of  managing  the 
estate  and  securing  its  permanent  pweservation.  For  these  pur- 
poses the  Association  is  authorized  by  its  charter  to  hold  prop- 
erty to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  including 
the  purchase  money.  For  the  large  portion  of  the  sum  still 
required  to  be  raised,  the  subscriber,  on  behalf  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Association,  appeals  with  confidence  to  the  patri- 
otism of  her  countrymen,  and  especially  to  the  sympathetic 
co-operation  of  her  countrywomen.  The  sum  is  undoubtedly  a 
large  one,  but  surely  there  cannot  be  wanting  a  sufficient  number 
of  persons  in  this  vast  and  populous  country  to  raise  it,  and  even 
a  much  larger  sum,  by  the  contribution  of.  a  very  trifling  amount 
from  each  individual.  A  dollar  each  paid  by  one  in  sixty  of  the 
population  of  the  Union  would  effect  the  object.  The  only 
difficulty  to  be  overcome  is  that  of  establishing  an  organization 
sufficiently  detailed  and  comprehensive  to  reach  every  individual 
of  the  country  disposed  to  give  his  mite  for  this  patriotic  object. 

The  Association,  it  is  well  known,  is  an  incorporated  body, 
existing  under  a  charter  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
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at  its  last  session.  Its  oi^;anizaition  admits  of  indefinite  exten- 
sion throughout  the  Union;  and  the  government  of  the  Asso- 
ciation earnestly  desires  that  such  extension  shall  take  place  as 
widely  as  possible,  and  with  the  least  practicable  delay.  As 
veneration  for  the  great  name  to  which  Mount  Vernon  is  conse- 
crated is  a  sentiment  which  pervades  the  Union,  it  is  obviously 
proper  and  highly  desirable  that  the  citizens  of  every  State  should 
be  represented  in  its  preservation  and  custody.  The  constitu- 
tion provides  for  the  representation  of  each  State  in  the  central 
administration  of  its  affairs  through  a  vice-regent,  and  under  its 
provision  the  Regent  has  already  appointed  representatives  for 
ten  States.  The  following  are  the  officers  who  at  present  com- 
pose the  Grand  Council  of  the  Association: 

REGENT. 
Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham,  South  Carolina. 

VICE-REGENTS. 

Mrs.  Anna  Cora  Ritchie,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Alice  H.  Dickinson,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Philodea  Edgeworth  Eve,  Augusta,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Octavia  Walton  Le  Vert,  Mobile,  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Catharine  A.  McWillie,  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  Margaretta  S.  MorsCy  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Mary  Rutledge  Fogg,  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Walton,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Miss  Mary  Morris  Hamilton,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Louisa  IngersoU  Greenough,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Abba  Isabella  Little,  Portland,  Maine. 

Mrs.  Susan  L.  Pellet,  Secretary,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

George  W.  Riggs,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  constitution  also  empowers  the  Regent,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Vice-Regents,  to  provide  a  plan  of  organization  for 
State  action,  and  to  appoint  a  board  of  managers  for  each  State. 
In  consideration  of  the  difficulty  of  devising  any  one  plan  calcu- 
lated to  meet  approbation  in  sections  of  the  country  differing 
widely  in  population,  and  in  the  structure  of  society,  she  deems 
that  the  advancement  of  the  cause  will  best  be  promoted  by  leav- 
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ing  it  tjo  each  Vice-Regent  to  enlist  such  aid  for  the  collection  of 
funds  as  will  most  conduce  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

The  sum  of  $1  constitutes  the  contributor  a  member  of  the 
Association;  and  the  name,  sum,  and  residence  of  every  sub- 
scriber must  be  carefully  registered  by  the  persons  who  are 
authorized  to  make  or  receive  collections  in  aid  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  fund.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  such  persons  to  transmit 
the  same  to  the  Vice-Regent  of  the  State,  and  in  default  of  a 
Vice-Regent,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  who  will  cause 
them  to  be  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  Wash- 
ington Union,  and  forward  a  copy  to  the  R^ent?  or  Secretary. 

The  generous  offer  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Virginia,  and, 
through  them,  of  the  Union,  to  aid  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies' 
Association  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  sacred  object,  has 
been  gratefully,  accepted,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  their 
contributions  will  be  equal  to  their  high  appreciation  of  the  char- 
acter and  virtues  of  their  illustrious  brother. 

On  what  more  appropriate  occasion  than  the  anniversary  of  a 
nation's  independence  could  a  simultaneous  eflfort  be  made  by 
the  citizens  of  this  great  Republic  to  honor  the  memory  of  him 
who  achieved  it?  May  not  the  hope  be  expressed  that  the  4th 
of  July,  1858,  will  record  a  nation's  gratitude  on  the  tomb  of  its 
patriot  father? 

SUSAN  L.  PELLET, 

Secretary. 

Richmond,  June  25,  1858. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  Washington,  on  Monday,  the  19th  of  No- 
vember, 1866. 

Among  the  ladies  present  were  the  Vice-Regents  from  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  and  Louisiana. 

The  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham,  on  taking  the  chair,  made 
the  following 

ADDRESS: 

Ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association: 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  I  now,  for  the  first  time,  meet 
you  in  council;  and  I  cannot  suffer  this  opportunity  to  pass  with- 
out expressing  my  deep  sense  of  your  confidence  and  affection, 
as  evinced  by  resolutions  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  during 
my  protracted  absence.  You  did  me  no  more  than  justice,  ladies, 
in  believing  my  heart  unchanged  toward  this,  my  life-work — 
life-work,  indeed!  for  to  it  I  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  my  last 
hope  of  repose  and  restored  health.  When  a  mother  can  forget 
her  child,  and  turn  indifferent  from  its  pleading  voice,  then,  and 
then  only,  can  I  cease  to  cherish,  with  a  mother's  devotion,  the 
cause  to  which  I  have  consecrated  seven  years  of  trial  and  suf- 
fering. 

It  is  with  feelings  whose  peculiar  depth  and  intensity  I  must 
fail  to  clothe  in  fitting  words,  that  I  greet  you,  sister  guardians, 
on  this  proud,  long  h<^ed-for  day.  Looking  back  from  our 
present  assured  standpoint  of  an  accomplished  fact,  my  memory 
cannot  fail  to  recall  the  first  faint  dawnings;  the  early  and  many 
dark  vicissitudes;  the  oft  discouraging  progress,  in  years  "  Lang 
Syne,''  of  our  labor  of  love,  in  redeeming  from  oblivion  and  sure 
decay  the  home  and  grave  of  the  immortal  Washington.  Then 
we  lived  on  hope!  we  would  not  yield  to  despair;  now  we  can 
rejoice,  with  intense  satisfaction,  to  know  that  Mount  Vernon  is 
ours! — ^the  nation's!!  and  well  may  I  feel  almost  overpowered  to 
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find  myself,  as  at  this  moment,  in  the  midst  of  ladies  representing 
the  varied  sections  of  our  country,  pledged  to  guard  that  sacred 
spot  forever! 

Did  the  worid  need  new  evideiJCQ  »f  woman's  power  to  move 
great  efforts  to  a  happy  issue^  we  might  point  triumphantly  to 
our  harmonious  Association,  and  its  marvelous  success,  and  tell 
how  one  feeble  woman,  from  the  recesses  of  an  invalid's  cham- 
ber, aided  by  two  or  three  faithful  friends  who  gathered  around 
her,  touched  the  responsive  chord  in  other  warm,  womanly 
hearts,  and  one  by  one  their  voices  swelled  the  volume  of  a 
grand  appeal  to  rouse  the  nation's  gratitude,  and  bid  it  redeem 
its  past  neglect  to  the  memory  of  its  glorious  father. 

As  among  those  before  me,  there  is  no  one  who  watched  with 
me  the  early  struggles  of  the  cause,  and  but  one  even  of  those 
who  first  composed  our  band  after  we  became  an  organized 
Association,  it  might  seem  necessary  to  advert  to  the  merits  of 
those  dark  days  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  portray  the  course 
of  the  little  stream  as  it  rippled  on,  gathering  force  and  breadth, 
until  it  covered  nearly  all  the  land;  but  so  many  of  those  details 
have  been  set  forth  from  time  to  time  by  our  able  auxiliary,  the 
"  Mount  Vernon  Record,"  that  I  doubt  not  you  are  all  familiar 
with  the  facts  and  incidents  preserved  among  its  pages. 

Therefore,  I  will  not  now  occupy  your  time  with  their  rehearsal, 
except  on  one  poinit  not  there  recorded,  that  you  may  know  to 
what  is  due  the  fact  of  our  becoming  a  Chartered  Association,  as 
this  idea  was  only  developed  by  the  pressure  of  circumstances, 
nearly  two  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  work.  The 
beautiful  thought,  that  woman  should  rescue  Mount  Vernon 
from  the  hands  of  speculators,  emanated  from  my  mother.  The 
design  was  to  arouse  the  ladies  of  the  South  by  an  earnest  appeal, 
and  to  urge  them  to  send  in  voluntarily  their  contribution  to  the 
Governor  of  Virgfinia,  for  him  to  make  the  purchase,  invest  the 
title  in  the  State,  and  bind  himself  and  State  to  keep  Mount 
Vernon,  as  we  keep  it  now,  the  nation's  Pilg^m  Shrine  1  The 
interest  our  appeal  excited  attracted  the  attention  of  Northern 
Editors,  who  endorsed  the  work,  and  sought  for  themselves 
and  those  they  represented  a  share  in  the  noble  duty  of  redeem- 
ing the  honor  of  the  nation,  since  Washington  belonged  to  the 
whole  country!  These  sentiments  were  responded  to  as  worthy 
and  becoming;  but  when  it  was  understood  that  the  movement 
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had  been  made  with  the  expectation  of  simply  passing  over  the 
fimds  to  Virginia,  for  her  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  such  varied 
and  persistent  murmurs  arose  as  threatened  to  destroy  all  pros- 
pect of  its  becoming  a  National  movement  In  this  dilemma  I 
applied  for  advice  to  my  lamented  friend,  the  Hon.  John 
McPherson  Berrian  of  Georgia,  who  warmly  espoused  the  idea 
of  a  National  tribute,  and  suggested  that,  by  the  Association 
becoming  a  chartered  body,  the  objections  might  thus  be 
removed,  and  harmony  of  action  secured.  I  followed  his  advice, 
applied  to  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  received  the  charter,  and 
the  result,  ladies,  is  before  you. 

Turning  from  what  we  have  done  to  what  we  have  to  do  to 
secure  the  restoration  and  assured  support  of  the  trust  we  have 
assumed,  there  is  much  to  encourage  us  to  persevere  to  the  full 
completion  of  our  beautiful  intention.  No  clouds  now  lower 
above  us  so  heavy  as  those  which  have  so  often  threatened,  but 
only  to  disperse  in  the  bright  rays  of  undaunted  perseverance. 
There  is  still  untold  wealth  in  the  land,  and  it  is  said  the  char- 
acter of  Washington  was  never  more  revered  than  now.  It  re- 
mains for  us  then,  when  it  shall  be  advisable,  to  touch  the  right 
chord  in  the  right  way — for  whatever  changes  in  the  American 
nation,  the  reverence  for  Washington  must  ever  be  the  same, 
and  will  respond  again  to  our  unswerving  devotion. 

Let  us  recall  our  proud  position  as  guardians  of  his  home 
who  had  no  equal  in  the  history  of  great  men — of  whom  a  noble 
statesman  justly  said: 

"  In  Washington  we  may  contemplate  every  excellence,  mili- 
tary and  civil,  applied  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  of  man- 
kind— ^a  triumphant  warrior,  unshaken  in  confidence  when  the 
most  sanguine  had  a  right  to  despair;  a  successful  ruler  in  all  the 
difficulties  of  a  course  wholly  untrained — directing  the  formation 
of  a  new  government  for  a  great  people — ^the  first  time  so  rash 
an  experiment  had  ever  been  tried  by  man — ^voluntarily  and 
unostentatiously  retiring  from  supreme  power,  with  veneration 
of  all  parties,  of  all  nations,  of  all  mankind,  that  the  rights  of  man 
might  be  conserved,  and  that  his  example  might  never  be  ap- 
pealed to  by  vulgar  tyrants.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  historian 
and  the  sage  in  all  ages  to  omit  no  occasion  commemorating  this 
illustrious  man;  and,  until  time  shall  be  no  more,  will  a  test  of  the 
progress  our  race  has  made  in  wisdom  and  in  virtue  be  derived  from 
the  veneration  paid  to  the  immortal  name  of  Washington! " 
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Shall  we  confess  we  cannot  endure  that  "test?"  Never! 
never!!  Our  meeting  here  proves  that  we  have  not  ceased  to 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  glorious  dead,  nor  grown  weary  with 
past  effort  to  hold  up  his  bright  example  witfi  his  fame  to  all 
posterity.  As  for  myself,  once  before,  in  spite  of  the  physician's 
solemn  warning,  I  took  my  life  in  my  hands,  and)  made  a  fearful 
journey  to  save  our  cause  in  the  hour  of  peril;  and  now,  imder 
circumstances  which  seem  to  me  personally  equally  perilous, 
I  have  made  a  much  longer  journey  in  order  to  meet  with  you 
— ^in  order  to  renew  my  vows  of  devotion  to  our  cause,  and  to 
ask  you.  Daughters  of  Washington  (and  surely  such  should  be 
your  title),  to  make  this  happy  meeting  the  fitting  moment  to 
join  me  in  this  solemn  reconsecration  to  the  beautiful  work  we 
have  pledged  ourselves  to  do,  and  never  to  falter  or  turn  back 
until  we  can  rest  in  the  proud  consciousness  that  we  have  ful- 
filled our  trust,  and  paid  a  worthy  tribute  to  "our  country's 
father — that  high  nobility  of  our  humanity,  so  near  akin  to  God, 
whom  men  called  Washington! " 

The  Regent  then  read  her  report,  in  which  she  stated  that  the 
receipts  of  the  Association,  since  its  organization,  amoimt  to 
$246,211.28;  and,  of  this  sum,  $68,294.59  were  received  from  the 
late  Hon.  Edward  Everett — ^proceeds  of  his  lectures  and  contri- 
butions to  the  New  York  Ledger.  The  entire  purchase  money 
($200,000)  has  been  paid,  together  with  the  interest  that  had  ac- 
cumulated on  the  deferred  payments,  and  about  $23,000  have 
been  expended  for  necessary  repairs  to  the  Mansion  and  out- 
buildings. 

The  reports  of  Mr.  George  W.  Rig^s,  Treasurer,  and  of  the 
Secretary,  were  then  read,  showing  the  expenditure  for  main- 
tenance and  protection  of  the  place,  and  the  receipts  from  all 
sources  since  the  last  meeting.  The  cash  on  hand  amounted  to 
$1,186.09. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  from  Delaware  (the  Vice- 
Regent  from  Iowa  in  the  chair)  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation offer  to  Miss  A.  P.  Cunningham,  the  Regent,  their  con- 
gratulations on  the  success  which  has  finally  rewarded  her  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  Association;  they  have  sympathized 
with  her  in  the  years  of  trial  and  separation  from  the  work  to 
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which  she  has  devoted  her  time  and  strength,  and  rejoice  with 
her  that  the  noble  enterprise,  which  originated  with  her  venerable 
mother,  has  been  completed. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed  expressing  their  unqualified  ap- 
proval of  the  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  and  the  Sec- 
retary had  discharged  the  arduous  duties  committed  to  their 
charge.  They  are  gratified  to  find  that,  with  limited  means,  and 
under  difficult  circumstances,  the  Mansion  and  grounds  under 
their  charge  have  been  so  well  preserved  and  protected. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  from  Wisconsin  the  thanks  of 
the  Association  were  tendered  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  ability 
and  faithfulness  with  which  he  had  managed  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  Association,  and  expressing  the  conviction  that,  through 
his  delicate  and  judicious  management,  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  alone  has  maintained  its  national  organization  dur- 
ing the  last  four  years  of  severe  trial. 

On  n[K)tion  of  the  Vice-Regent  from  Louisiana  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  desirable  that  accommodations  for  the  resi- 
dent Superintendent  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  be  pro- 
vided at  Mount  Vernon,  so  that  all  of  the  Mansion  can  be  thrown 
open  to  the  inspection  of  visitors;  and  that  the  ladies  of  the  Asso- 
ciation be  earnestly  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  sum 
necessary  for  that  purpose;  and  whereas  the  twenty-second  day 
of  February  is  universally  devoted  to  the  memory  of  Washington, 
they  are  hereby  recommended  to  take  such  steps  as  they  may 
deem  advantageous  to  bring  the  wants  of  the  Association  before 
the  people  on  that  day — ^making  known  the  fact  that  the  money 
collected  has  been  absorbed  in  the  purchase  and  necessary  repairs 
of  the  house  and  outbuildings,  and  that  for  permanent  improve- 
ments an  additional  sum  is  required — ^the  Association  being  de- 
pendent upon  the  uncertain  receipts  from  visitors. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  Washington  the 
first  week  in  October,  1867. 
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REPORT. 


A  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Association,  was  held  at 
Mount  Vernon,  on  Monday,  the  second  of  December,  1867. 

There  were  present  the  Regent,  Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunning- 
ham, Mrs.  A.  L.  Hunt,  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Famsworth,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Comegys, 
Vice-R^ent  for  Delaware,  Mrs.  L.  Walker,  Vice-Regent  for 
North  Carolina. 

Without  transacting  any  business,  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
reassemble  in  Washington  City  the  next  day,  or  Tuesday,  the 
3d  of  December.  On  Tuesday  the  Grand  Coimcil  met  at  Wash- 
ington City.    The  same  members  present  as  on  the  day  previous. 

The  Regent  nominated  as  Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Mrs.  Janet  M.  C.  Riggs,  and  she  was  elected.  The 
Regent  then  read  to  the  board  an  address. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  since  the  first  organization  of  the  Association,  it  has 
pleased  the  Almighty  to  remove  from  our  midst  the  following  of- 
ficers, viz:  Mrs.  Hale  of  New  Hampshire,  Mrs.  Ogden  of  New 
Jersey,  Mrs.  Chesnut  of  South  Carolina,  Madame  Murat  of 
Florida,  and  Mrs.  Johnson  of  Arkansas; 

Resolvedy  That  in  the  death  of  these  valued  officers,  the  Asso- 
ciation has  a  deep  sense  of  its  own  loss,  and  entertain  a  pro- 
found sympathy  for  those  more  directly  bereaved. 

Resolvedy  That  the  proceedings  be  duly  entered  upon  the 
records  of  the  Association,  and  copies  of  the  same  be  forwarded 
to  the  respective  families  of  the  deceased  members. 

The  Treasurer  then  read  his  report,  showing  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $107.90. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  the  claim  upon  Congress 
for  compensation  for  losses  to  the  Association  by  reason  of  the 
stoppage,  during  the  war,  of  the  boat  which  conveys  passengers 
to  Mt.  Vernon,  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Mrs. 
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Sweat  of  Maine,  Mrs.  Morse  of  Louisiana,  and  Mrs.  Brooks  of 
New  York,  with  power  to  act  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  Association. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  an  appeal  be  made  by  the  Association 
to  the  patriotic  rich  men  of  America  for  aid  to  provide  a  fund  for 
the  preservation  of  the  home  of  Washington,  and  that  a  copy 
thereof  be  forwarded  to  each  Vice-Regent. 

Resolved,  That  in  sending  a  copy  of  this  appeal  to  Mrs. 
Brooks  of  New  York,  the  Secretary,  in  behalf  of  the  Council, 
requests  her  to  associate  with  herself  Mrs.  Le  Vert  of  Alabama, 
Mrs.  Morse  of  Louisiana,  and  any  other  lady  or  ladies  she  may 
elect  to  aid  her  in  initiating  the  effort  in  New  York. 

The  Seoretary,  Miss  Tracy,  made  a  report  of  the  amount  of 
disbursements  and  receipts  at  Mount  Vernon  from  date  of  last 
report  to  this  date. 

Resolved,  That  when  Vice-Regents  cannot  attend  meetings  of 
the  Grand  Council,  they  be  permitted  to  delegate  their  power  to 
any  other  Vice-Regent  who  may  be  present. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  proposition  of  the  Regent  to  reside 
at  Mt.  Vernon  for  one  year  be  accepted,  and  that  she  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  private  secretary. 

Miss  S.  C.  Tracy  then  resigned  her  situation  as  Secretary  of 
the  Association.  Miss  Tracy  was  requested  to  retain  her  situa- 
tion till  the  first  of  January,  and  to  remain  at  Mount  Vernon  as 
long  after  as  suited  her  convenience. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to 
the  order  of  the  Regent  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each  month  for  the  expenses  of  the  place,  and  seventeen  dollars 
to  the  foreman,  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  month  for  labor. 

The  contract  with  the  Boat  Company  was  left  with  the  Super- 
intendent, Mr.  Herbert,  to  arrange.  Miss  Tracy  was  requested 
to  enter  these  proceedings  on  the  record,  and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed till  the  first  week  in  October. 
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MINUTES. 


The  Council  met  at  Mount  Vernon,  The  Regent  in  the 
chair.  There  were  present  the  Vice-Regents  of  Michigan,  Dela- 
ware, Georgia,  Rhode  Island,  and  Louisiana. 

The  Regent  presented  the  nomination  of  Mrs.  N.  W.  Halsted 
(of  New  Jersey)  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  New  Jersey,  which  nomi- 
nation was  unainimously  confirmed.  Mrs.  Halsted  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia,  and  took  her  seat  in 
Council. 

The  Regent  then  read  her  opening  address. 

The  Vice-Regents  then  present  read  the  credentials  received 
from  the  absent  Vice-Regents  empowering  them  to  act  as 
proxies. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Michigan  presented  credentials  from  the 
States  of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Indiana,  and  Virginia. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  presented  credentials  from  the 
States  of  Mississippi,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky  and  New  York. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Delaware,  proxy  from  Wisconsin. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana,  proxies  for  Missouri  and  Ala- 
bama. 

The  Regent,  proxies  for  California  and'  Maine. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana  presented  credentials  from  the 
State  of  Florida  to  act  as  proxy  for  Mrs.  N.  C.  Yulee,  V.  R.,  but 
as  the  Reg'ent  (from  not  having  received  a  reply  to  her  letter, 
inviting  Mrs.  Yulee  to  that  office)  had  not  sent  a  nomination  to 
fill  the  vacancy  in  Florida,  the  Council  voted  "  that  Mrs.  Yulee 
was  not  de  facto  an  officer  of  Mount  Vernon  Association." 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution: "The  officers  of  the  Association,  having  been  notified 
informally  of  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Yulee  would  accept  the  Vice- 
Regency  of  Florida,  they  desire  that  the  appointment  shall  be 
considered  as  confirmed  as  soon  as  the  Regent  receives  her 
acceptance  officially."    The  same  was  concurred  in. 
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The  Regent  then  read  her  reports  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  year,  which  showed  that  the  receipts  from  Boat 
Company,  sales  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  small  sums  received  from 
officers  of  the  Association,  amounted  to  $5,864.66.  Expenses 
incurred,  to  $4,068.63.  Cash  on  hand,  $43.95,  together  with 
$1,752.08  on  deposit  with  the  banking  house  of  Henry  D.  Cooke, 
of  Washington. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  made  a  statement  of  circum- 
stances, under  which  the  Regent,  to  be  able  to  continue  her 
official  duties  in  1859  (at  the  time  of  the  death  of  her  father), 
accepted  a  loan  from  the  Association  of  $850  (a  statement  of 
which  must  be  entered  upon  the  book  of  minutes).  The  Vice- 
Regent  of  Georgia  then  handed  over  $797.  This  sum,  together 
with  $53  paid  into  the  Mount  Vernon  treasury  on  the  loth  of 
March  last,  cancels  the  full  amount  of  loan. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Delaware,  the  Vice-Regents, 
in  consideration  of  the  large  expenses  incurred  by  the  Regent 
during  the  seven  years  which  she  labored  for  the  Association 
before  the  war  (which  expenses  were  paid  by  her  out  of  her  own 
private  resources),  unanimously  Resolved,  That  they  do  refuse 
to  accept  from  the  Regent  the  money  loaned.  But  as  the  Regent 
insisted  upon  paying  the  loan,  the  Vice-Regents  reluctantly  ac- 
cepting its  return,  ordered  the  amount  to  be  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Association,  with  Henry  D.  Cooke,  of  Washington  City. 

The  Regent  then  paid  over  to  Council  an  additional  sum  of 
$535,  recently  paid  in  from  the  South,  which  sum  had  been  col- 
lected and  reported  before  the  war;  but,  in  consequence  of  it,  was 
not  transferred  until  the  time.  $17  of  this  amount  went  to  rep- 
resent the  $123  collected  in  North  Carolina  before  1861,  but  the 
current  value  when  paid  was  only  $17. 

The  Council  reassembled  on  the  i8th,  when  the  Regent  placed 
before  them,  for  official  action,  the  resignation  in  January  last  of 
Mrs.  Riggs,  the  Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia;  also 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Riggs  as  Treasurer  of  the  Association; 
also  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Henry  D.  Cooke  (of  the  firm  of  Jay 
Cooke  &  Co.)  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  moved  "that  as  the  resignation 
of  Mrs.  RiggB  had  not  been  accepted  by  Council,  she  be 
requested  to  withdraw  the  same."  This  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved of. 
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The  Council  by  unanimous  vote  confirmed  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Cooke,  as  Treasurer,  and  accepted  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Riggs.  The  Secretary  was  requested  to  communicate  these  res- 
olutions. 

The  Regent  stated  to  Council,  "that  she  had,  from  moneys 
received  into  the  Treasury,  paid  an  old  debt  to  the  former  Sec- 
retary, of  $200;  also  to  the  Superintendent  $115."  The  same 
was  approved  of. 

The  Regent  presented  the  account  of  Superintendent  for  re- 
mainder of  loan  due  to  him  on  loan  in  1864.  The  same  was 
directed  to  be  paid. 

The  Regent  placed  before  Council  the  terms  of  the  contract 
for  1868,  made  with  Boat  Company;  also  their  application  for  its 
renewal  tlie  coming  year.  The  former  was  approved  of,  and  the 
latter  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to 
Mr.  James  Sykes,  proprietor  of  the  Boat  Company,  for  his  zeal- 
ous services  to  the  Association,  and  his  many  courtesies  to  the 
Regent  during  the  past  year. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  charge  of  a  claim 
upon  Congress  made  report  of  the  majority  and  minority  votes 
upon  said  claim.  This  was  accepted  and  the  Committee  dis- 
charged. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana,  as  one  of  the  above  Com- 
mittee, presented  a  claim  for  hotel  bfll,  also  for  traveling  ex- 
penses (for  a  purpose  not  authorized  by  Council).  It  was  voted 
that  the  hotel  bill  be  paid,  also  the  traveling  expenses,  both  of 
which  shall  be  passed  to  account  of  incidental  expenses,  but  with 
a  distinct  understanding  that  this  shall  not  be  a  precedent  in 
any  other  case. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana  presented  claim  of  Miss  Tracy, 
former  Secretary  of  the  Association.  The  same  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  composed  of  the  Vice-Regents  of  Delaware,  New 
Jersey  and  Rhode  Island. 

The  Regent,  who  had  hitherto  received  notifications  to  act  as 
proxy,  and  who  had  acted  upon  them,  proposed  that  hereafter 
the  Vice-Regents  only  shall  be  permitted  to  exercise  this  dele- 
gated power.  The  same  was  approved  of  and  adopted.  Council 
then  adjourned. 

The  Coimcil  reassembled  on  the  19th.  The  Committee  on 
the  claims  (of  the  former  Secretary,  Miss  Tracy),  reported  that 
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it  had  empowered  the  Vice-Regesit  of  Rhode  Island  to  see  Miss 
Tracy,  and  make  a  final  settlement;  and  that  the  said  Vice- 
Regent's  report  would  be  appended  to  the  minutes.  The  same 
was  approved  of. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  at  every  future  meeting  of  the  Council,  one  of 
the  first  acts  shall  be  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  accounts  of  the  previous  year,  and  to  report  thereon 
during  the  session. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  I^andi  then  moved,  "  that  the  6th 
Article  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  the  substitution  of 
'seven'  for  'three;'"  also,  that  the  remainder  of  the  Articles 
read  thus:  "and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Regent,  or  her 
absence  from  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  convoke  the  Grand  Council  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible." 
The  same  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  the  same  it  was  Re- 
solved, That  before  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  the  Secre- 
tary shall  inform  the  Vice-Regents  for  what  purpose  they  are  to 
be  called  together,  and  what  questions  are  to  be  presented  to 
them,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  intelligently  to  instruct  the 
Vice-Regents  acting  as  their  proxies  in  what  manner  to  use  their 
proxy  vote. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Michigan,  it  was  Resolved, 
That  any  Vice-Regent  absent  from  the  State  which  she  repre- 
sents for  the  term  of  one  year  shall  send  in  her  resig^tion,  which 
resignation  shall  be  accepted  or  not  at  the  option  of  the  Council 
which  shall  next  convene. 

The  Regent  then  presented  the  title  deed  of  the  Motmt  Ver- 
non estate,  which  she  had  just  received,  the  title  having  been 
recently  completed  by  the  action  of  the  court  in  behalf  of  the 
minor  heirs  of  the  late  John  A.  Washington.  Together  with 
this  the  Regent  presented  the  bill  of  W.  Arthur  Taylor,  $200,  for 
legal  services  in  conrfection  with  the  same;  and  that  of  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, for  his  court  fees.    The  same  was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

The  Regent  advised  that  the  Mansion  be  insured.  The  same 
was  agreed  to  and  adopted. 

The  Council  received  and  accepted  the  reply  of  Mrs.  Riggs, 
declining  to  withdraw  her  resig^nation ;  also  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Riggs  transferring  the  official  papers  of  the  Associa- 
tion which  had  been  in  his  possession. 
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The  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island  moved  "that  the  Grand 
G>uncil  invite  the  Regent  to  continue  the  supervision  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Association,  and  to  remain  at  Mount  Vernon  during 
the  year  1869."    The  same  was  passed  unanimously. 

The  Regent  having  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  the 
Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey  proposed  that  $2,000  be  voted  for 
all  house  expenses  at  Moimt  Vernon  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Regent  objected  to  any  increase  in  yearly  appropriation. 
The  Vice-Regent  of  Michigan  then  moved  "  the  former  monthly 
appropriation  of  $150  per  month,  m  which  the  coal  bill  was  not 
induded."  The  same  was  agreed  to.  It  was  resolved  by 
Council:  "That  the  office  of  Superintendent  be  abolished,  inas- 
much as  the  funds  of  the  Association  are  not  sufficient  to 
authorize  its  continuance,  and  that  a  letter  of  thanks  be  presented 
to  the  gentleman  who  has  fiHed  the  office,  with  the  request  that 
he  will  continue  in  his  present  position  until  next  January,  1869." 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  agricultural  department,  and  duties 
associated  with  it,  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  capable  gardener  and 
farmer,  and  that  General  Halsted  and  Mr.  Sykes  be  requested  to 
assist  the  Regent  in  the  selection  of  the  same,  the  expenses 
attendant  upon  the  new  arrangement  at  Mount  Vernon  to  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Regent.  Council  reassembled  on  the 
20th.  The  Regent  in  the  chair.  When  it  was  Resolved,  That 
the  salary  of  the  private  Secretary  of  the  Regent  should  be  $400 
per  annum  with  board ;  this  sum,  however,  to  be  increased  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Regent,  if  she  cannot  secure  the  services  of  a 
competent  person  for  that  amount 

It  was  Resolved,  That  necessary  furniture  shall  be  pur- 
chased. The  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey  proposed  that  the 
Mansion  be  furnished  by  the  thirteen  original  States.  Adopted. 
On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island  it  was  Resolved, 
That  if  the  Regent  be  compelled  to  visit  her  home  on  private 
business,  or  to  leave  Mount  Vernon  during  the  sickly  season,  her 
traveling  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  Association.  It  was 
also  Resolved,  on  motion  of  the  same  Vice-Regent,  "  that  what- 
ever expenses  the  Regent  has  incurred,  or  shall  incur,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  duties  of  her  office,  the  same  shall  be  paid  to 
her  whenever  the  Association  has  the  pecuniary  ability  to  meet 
the  same." 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  all  salaried  officers  under  the 
Regent  or  Vice-Regents,  shall  be  elected  annually. 
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Resolved,  That  $20  be  allowed  Nathan  Johnson,  for  extra 
services  rendered  by  him  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  July, 
and  August;  that  $17  be  paid  him  per  month,  to  be  advanced  to 
$20,  or  even  more,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Regent,  if  his  services 
cannot  be  obtained  at  the  above  price. 

Resolved,  That  should  any  unforeseen  necessity  arise,  the 
Regent  be  empowered  to  borrow  money  for  necessary  expenses, 
either  of  the  Treasurer,  or  Mr.  Sykes;  legal  interest  thereon 
being  paid. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey  it  was  Resolved 
To  continue  to  urge  the  claim  of  the  Association  now  before 
Congress. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  for  services  rendered  with- 
out compensation,  as  al-so  to  the  Secretary  pro  tern,  for  faithful 
discharge  of  duties. 

On  motion,  the  Council  adjourned  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  November,  1868. 
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In  response  to  a  call  from  the  Regent,  a  Greneral  Council  of 
this  Association  was  held  at  Mount  Vernon,  commencing  on  the 
2 1  St  of  June,  1870,  continuing  its  session  for  several  days.  Eleven 
Vice-Regents  were  in  attendance,  representing  in  fair  proportion 
the  Northern,  Southern,  Eastern,  and  Western  States  of  the 
Union.  The  Regent,  now  residing  at  Mount  Vernon,  presided 
over  the  deliberations,  which  were  characterized  by  entire  unan- 
imity and  hearty  co-operation  in  endeavors  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  the  Association. 

The  following  statement  embodies,  in  the  briefest  possible 
form,  the  reports  submitted  to  the  Council  and  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  it.  Through  a  general  circulation  of  this  statement 
it  is  intended  that  the  public  shall  be  made  aware  of  the  condi- 
tion, labors,  and  future  prospects  of  the  Association,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  knowledge  of  these  will  awaken  fresh  interest  in  the 
work  of  still  farther  restoring,  protecting,  and  beautifying  the 
home  and  burial-place  of  Washington.  Now  that  the  agitations 
of  the  past  few  years  are  over,  the  officers  of  the  Association  feel 
that  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  bring  again  to  notice  this  organi- 
zation, by  which  they  represent  the  women  of  the  Union. 

It  is  an  organization  that,  by  surviving  all  the  perils  and  dislo- 
cations of  a  g^eat  civil  war,  has  established  its  claims  to  a  position 
among  those  National  objects  upon  which  may  meet,  harmoni- 
ously and  healthfully,  the  combined  efforts  and  sympathies  of  the 
whole  country. 

The  only  soiu-ce  of  revenue  for  Mount  Vernon  depends  upon 
the  steamer  which  brings  visitors  to  the  place.  During  three 
years  of  the  war  it  was  considered  unsafe  to  allow  the  boat  to 
pass  up  and  down  the  river,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  remov- 
ing the  boat,  deprived  the  Association  of  its  income.  A  very 
moderate  claim  for  damages,  amounting  to  two-thirds  of  the  real 
loss,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  after  considerable  delay  the 
sum  of  $7,000  was  allowed  to  Mount  Vernon,  on  condition  that  it 
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should  be  expended  in  repairs  under  the  supervision  of  an  agent 
appointed  by  the  Government.  This  has  been  done,  and  the 
progress  of  decay  which  was  rapidly  destroying  the  place  has 
been  arrested.  The  steamer  was  replaced  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  immediately  after  the  war,  when  Washington  was  thronged 
with  people  brought  there  by  pressure  of  circumstances,  a  large 
number  found  their  way  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  revenue  from 
the  boat  assumed  respectable  proportions;  but  it  has  gradually 
fallen  off,  and  in  ordinary  circtunstances  cannot  be  regarded  as 
sufficient.  The  steamer  is  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Sykes,  of 
Willard's  Hotel,  Washington,  to  whose  courtesy  and  kindness 
the  Association  is  constantly  indebted  for  many  favors.  The 
contract  between  him  and  the  Association,  which  grants  him 
exclusive  control  of  the  right  to  land  passengers,  was,  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Cotmcil,  renewed  for  three  years.  A  percentage 
upon  each  visitor  is  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  a  considerable 
amount  collected  through  sales  upon  the  place  of  photographs, 
flowers,  canes,  &c.,  all  which  sources  of  revenue  are  developed 
as  much  as  possible. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  put  the  place  into  a  presentable 
condition,  so  that  those  who  make  pilgrimage  to  the  spot  are  no 
longer  shocked  by  the  ghastly  traces  of  neglect  and  dilapidation. 
The  Association,  while  justly  proud  of  what  it  has  accomplished 
in  this  way,  is  obliged  to  confess  that  what  it  has  done  to  gratify 
a  national,  pride  has  drawn  so  heavily  upon  its  means  that  certain 
other  repairs  and  improvements  equally  necessary,  though  not 
equally  conspicuous,  remain  untouched;  and  it  is  in  behalf  of 
these  that  something  must  now  be  attempted.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  these  needs  will  be  understood  and  helpfully  recog- 
nized by  the  people  for  whom  the  property  is  held  in  trust,  and  to 
whom  its  preservation  should  be  a  matter  of  deep  interest.  First 
in  importance  among  the  claims  is  an  adequate  protection  against 
fire — ^there  being  none  whatever  at  the  present  time — and  a 
thorough  system  of  drainage  for  the  cellars  of  the  Mansion  and 
other  buildings,  their  present  condition  being  an  unfailing  source 
of  malaria  and  fever  and  ague  to  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
place.  For  these  two  improvements,  by  which  may  be  secured 
to  this  venerable  homestead  the  same  protection  that  is  accorded 
to  the  humblest  dwellings  in  our  cities,  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil unite  in  making  a  most  earnest  appeal  to  the  country.     A 
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small  sum  from  each  individual  to  whom  these  reasonable  wants 
are  made  known  will  swell  in  the  aggregate  to  a  sum  amply 
sufficient.  In  the  more  distant  future  it  is  hoped  that  a  perma- 
nent fund  may  be  formed,  from  which  a  steady  income  shall  be 
derived.  Also  it  is  within  the  plans  of  the  Board  of  Vice-Regents 
to  bring  under  cultivation  larger  portions  of  the  land  now  lying 
waste  for  want  of  means  to  clear  and  fertilize.  In  fact,  nothing 
has  been  left  unthought  of  which,  while  securing  the  interests  of 
Mount  Vernon  itself,  shall  tend  also  to  diminish  the  necessity  for 
asking  aid  of  the  public. 

The  Regent  of  the  Association,  whose  name  has  been  identified 
with  it  from  the  hour  of  its  birth,  whose  time  and  strength  and 
fortune  have  been,  in  large  measure,  devoted  to  its  service, 
crowned  these  sacrifices  by  consenting  to  reside  upon  the  spot, 
undeterred  by  its  loneliness  and  unhealthfulness.  By  her  per- 
sonal supervision,  close  economy,  and  wise  precautions  she  has 
brought  the  Association  out  of  debt,  and  preserved  a  cordial 
sympathy  of  action  among  the  Vice-Regents,  which  is  invaluable 
in  such  an  affiliation.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  self- 
denying  enthusiasm  which  Miss  Cunningham  has  brought  to  her 
task  is  absolutely  without  a  parallel:  and  the  whole  country 
should  know  that,  during  all  these  years,  and  through  all  these 
personal  sacrifices,  this  unselfish  and  high-minded  lady  has  never 
accepted  one  dollar  of  remuneration,  and  now  attends  to  all  the 
added  duties  of  her  position  without  salary,  compensated  only 
by  the  measure  of  her  success  in  administration,  and  the  grateful 
recognition  of  those  who  know  how  inestimable  have  been  her 
services. 

The  Secretary  also  resides  upon  the  estate,  adding  to  the 
stricter  duties  of  her  office  those  of  house-keeper.  Her  salary, 
which  was  $400  last  year,  was  this  year  increased  to  $500.  This 
was  deemed  only  a  proper  recognition  of  her  fidelity  to  her  trust. 
The  head-gardener,  a  Scotchman,  is  admirably  qualified  for  the 
position  he  holds.  To  his  other  responsibilities  is  added  that  of 
attending  to  the  visitors  upon  the  grounds,  and  protecting  the 
property  from  injury.  Several  farm-hands  are  employed.  There 
are  wagons  and  an  ambulance,  for  which  two  mules  are  kept. 
There  is  a  greenhouse  which  becomes  more  and  more  profitable; 
and,  although  the  establishment  is  on  a  modest  footing  for  an 
estate  of  200  acres,  it  necessarily  involves  the  emplo3nment  of 
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several  people,  and  the  outlay  of  considerable  sums.  If  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  boat  are  reduced  below  their  present  amount,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  keep  the  place  in  order  without  aid.  Rigid 
economy  is  meanwhile  practiced,  and  the  public  may  rest  assured 
that  only  under  pressure  of  absolute  necessity  will  an  alms  be 
asked. 

The  Association  has  from  time  to  time  received  evidences  of 
interest  from  different  persons,  which  it  takes  g^eat  pleasure  in 
acknowledging.  Foremost  among  these  stand  many  recent  gifts 
from  friends  in  New  Jersey,  which  State,  stimulated  by  the  energy 
and  enthusiasm  of  its  Vice-Regent,  has  forwarded  furniture,  car- 
pets, and  antiquities  to  the  value  of  nearly  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  these  timely  gifts  is  owing  much  of  the  cheerful  appearance 
of  the  interior,  once  so  desolute  and  forlorn.  All  gifts  which  add 
to  the  interest  of  the  place,  all  objects  which  were  contempora- 
neous with  Washington,  are  much  desired.  The  plates  for  print- 
ing copies  of  Washington's  will  have  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Corcoran  of  Washington,  and  he  also  promises  a  hundred  varie- 
ties of  evergreens  for  the  grounds. 

A  velvet  carpet  upon  the  staircase  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Wm.  E. 
Kendall  of  New  York;  the  old  clock  at  the  staircase  landing  is 
among  the  New  Jersey  gifts;  and  a  marble  bust  of  Washington 
has  lately  been  deposited  in  the  banqueting  room  by  its  owner, 
Mrs.  Eve,  the  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia.  A  gift  doubly  valuable 
for  its  timeliness  to  the  uses  of  the  Council  was  that  of  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin — a  plated  tea  set,  and  in- 
numerable cups,  saucers,  etc.  It  is  not  only  appropriate  but 
necessary  that  the  annual  Councils  should  be  held  upon  the  spot. 
And  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  will  come  when  the  members  can 
be  entertained  there,  simply  but  sufficiently,  without  the  present 
expedients  for  eking  out  their  accommodations.  But  all  these 
details  can  well  be  left  till  the  serious  and  vital  wants  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  provided  for;  and  the  Council  therefore  once  more 
commend  their  cause  to  a  generous  American  public,  and  ask 
from  it  at  this  time  only  the  means  for  meeting  those  expenses 
upon  which  the  proper  preservation  of  the  nation's  own  property 
depends. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine, 
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Committees  appointed  in  1870,  at  the  Council  which  met  at 
Mount  Vernon,  June  21st: 

Committee  on  Protection  of  Mansion  from  Fire. 

Mrs.  Eve,  of  Georgia. 
Mrs.  Brooks,  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Halsted,  of  New  Jersey. 

Committee  on  providing  water  at  less  expense  of  labor  for 
greenhouse  referred  to  Committee  on  Fire. 

Committee  to  inquire  as  to  expense  and  utility  of  placing  a  furnace  in 
cellar  to  preserve  the  Mansion  as  well  as  for  the  comfort  of  visitors. 

Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Emory,  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Brooks,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey,  Chairman. 

Committee  to  inquire  into  and  regulate  the  wages  of  the  laborers. 

Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey. 

Committee  to  purchase  fruit  trees  to  plant  ten  acres. 

Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Brooks,  New  York. 

Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey,  Chairman. 
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Miss  Ann  Pamela  Cunningham. 

VICE-REGENTS, 

Arkansas,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Scott;  California,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Blanding; 
Connecticut,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson;  Delaware,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Comegys;  Florida,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Yulee;  Georgia,  Mrs.  P.  Edge- 
worth  Eve;  Illinois,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Barry;  Indiana,  Mrs.  Harriet  V. 
Fitch;  Iowa,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon;  Kentucky,  Mrs.  Rosa  V.  Jeffrey; 
Maine,  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat;  Maryland,  Miss  Emily  Harper; 
Michigan,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Farnsworth;  Mississippi,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Mc- 
Willie;  Missouri,  Mrs.  A.  Lucas  Hunt;  Nevada,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Hickman;  New  Hampshire,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Stearns;  New  Jersey, 
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Carolina,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Walker;  Ohio,  Mrs.  Emily  R.  M.  Hewson; 
Pennsylvania,  M'me  Lily  L.  M.  Berghmans;  Rhode  Island,  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Chace;  South  Carolina,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Pickens;  Tennessee, 
(Vice-Regent  dec'd);  Texas,  Miss  Ella  Hutchins;  Vermont,  Mrs. 
M.  P.  J.  Cutts;  Virginia,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Mason;  West  Virginia,  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Washington;  Wisconsin,  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell. 

HONORARY  MEMBER  OF  THE  GRAND  COUNCIL, 
W.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  Washington. 

SECRETARY  (RESIDENT)  AND  SUPERINTENDENT, 
Col.  J.  McHenry  HoUingsworth. 

TREASURER, 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cooke. 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE, 

Hon.  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  Delaware;  Mr.  James  Sykes,  Wash- 
ington; Gen.  N.  W.  Halsted,  New  Jersey. 


REPORT. 


The  Grand  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 
of  the  Union,  having  been  convened  by  the  Regent,  according  to 
Article  6th  of  the  Constitution,  viz:  "The  Grand  Council  shall 
be  held  at  the  call  of  the  Regent,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the 
Association  may,  in  her  discretion,  require  their  convocation," 
assembled  at  Mount  Vernon,  June  nth,  1872,  and  remained  in 
session  five  days.  The  following  States  were  represented,  viz: 
Connecticut,  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson;  California,  by 
proxy;  Delaware,  Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Comegys;  Florida,  proxy; 
Illinois,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Barry;  Indiana,  proxy;  Iowa,  proxy;  Ken- 
tucky, proxy;  Maine,  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat;  Maryland, 
proxy;  Michigan,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Famsworth;  Mississippi,  proxy; 
North  Carolina,  Mrs.  Letitia  H.  Walker;  New  Jersey,  proxy; 
New  York,  Mrs.  Mary  Louise  Brooks;  Pennsylvania,  M*me  Lily 
L.  M.  Berghmans;  Rhode  Island,  proxy;  Vermont,  Mrs.  Mary 
Pepperell  J.  Cutts;  Virginia,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Mason;  West  Virginia, 
proxy;  Wisconsin,  proxy. 

They  present  to  the  public  the  following  Report  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  their  late  meeting,  together  with  a  brief  exhibit  of  the 
past  and  present  condition  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association.* 

June  nth,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Regent. 
Mrs.  9.  C.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Dillon,  of  Iowa, 
were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacant  vice-regencies,  in  their  respec- 
tive States.*  The  day  following,  the  Regent  presented  her  Ad- 
dress to  the  Council,  which  was  read  and  accepted.  In  a  subse- 
quent communication,  she  stated  that  her  rapidly  declining  health 
warned  her  that  her  life-work  was  drawing  to  a  close;  that  she 
was  desirous  of  seeing  completed  a  History  of  the  Association, 
commenced  by  her  long  since,  and  suspended  for  the  more  imme- 
diate and  pressing  demands  of  the  Association;  that,  as  its  affairs 

♦This  Report,  which  should  have  been  published  immediately  after 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council,  was  delayed  by  the  illness  of  the 
Vice- Regent,  to  whom  was  assigned  its  preparation. 
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were  now  on  such  a  basis  of  security  as  to  no  longer  require  her 
unremitted  supervision,  she  ventured  to  renew  the  suggestion, 
made  at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council,  that  early 
steps  should  be  taken  to  relieve  her,  in  part,  of  her  care  and 
responsibility.  She  stated,  that,  after  the  war  was  over,  and  the 
last  payment  on  the  estate  made,  the  Association,  having  been 
deprived  of  its  accustomed  revenue  from  the  boat  by  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  war,  and  having  expended  its  surplus  funds  in  repairs, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  estate,  found  itself  embarrassed  with 
debt.  At  this  crisis,  she  was  requested  to  assume  the  manage- 
ment herself,  and  save  the  salary  of  a  Superintendent.  With 
only  $150  at  command,  she  commenced  her  work,  broken  in 
health,  but  firm  in  spirit,  with  a  determination  to  succeed. 

By  means  of  credit  obtained  from  several  generous  parties  in 
Alexandria,  she  sustained  the  place  during  the  first  winter.  She 
enforced  everywhere  rigid  economy;  secured  a  daily  line  of  boats 
instead  of  a  tri-weekly;  and,  when  the  Council  met  in  1868,  she 
had  paid  all  the  expenses,  and  had  a  surplus,  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Council,  of  $1,796.03.  She  had  collected  from  the  South  the 
sum  of  $1,332,  which  was  subscribed,  but  not  paid  over,  before 
the  war.  This  relieved  the  Association  of  all  solicitude  regarding 
its  ability  to  sustain  itself  by  severe  economy.  But  so  anxious 
were  the  Council  to  keep  up,  yet  longer,  her  system  of  manage- 
ment, and  effect  the  various  improvements  needed  and  contem- 
plated, that  she  was  induced  to  remain,  although  personal  affairs 
required  her  occasional  absence.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Council  in  1870,  she  had  paid  all  current  expenses,  disbursed 
several  hundreds  of  dollars  for  repairs,  and  had  on  deposit  $3,- 
051.27,  a  portion  of  which  has  since  been  expended  in  improve- 
ments and  repairs,  as  will  appear  in  the  report 

The  Ladies  expressed  their  warm  appreciation  of  all  the 
Regent  had  accomplished;  of  her  zeal  and  devotedness,  and  their 
regrets  at  the  alarming  condition  of  her  health.  All  conceded 
that  it  was  due  to  her  to  give  her  the  desired  relief.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  select  a  suitable  person  for  her  approval 
as  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent,  and  to  define  his 
duties.  It  was  subsequently  voted,  that  the  Resident  Secretary 
should  act  as  general  manager  of  the  estate;  "that  one  of  the 
most  important  features  in  the  general  instructions  to  be  given 
him  shall  be,  that  he  shall  at  all  times  consider  the  dignity  and 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1872.  5 

comfort  of  the  Regent;  that  he  shall  always  bear  in  mind  the 
deep  obligations  of  the  Association  to  her;  and  that  he  has  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  her  of  the  very  arduous 
duties  that  are  so  oppressive  to  her;  that  he  shall  keep  the  ac- 
counts of  expenditures  and  receipts,  which  are  to  be  all  times, 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Regent,  Vice-Regents,  and  Advis- 
ory Committee,  with  whom,  in  all  matters  of  perplexity,  he  shall 
consult,  and  be  guided  by  their  decisions." 

Through  the  Regent,  the  reports  of  the  various  Committees 
appointed  at  the  last  Council  were  made.  They  are  condensed  as 
follows.  All  directions  in  regard  to  putting  a  suitable  furnace  in 
the  cellar  have  been  carried  out,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  Greenhalgh,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  Vice-Regent  of  New 
Jersey  having  obtained  his  gratuitous  services  for  this  purpose. 
The  furnace  was  considered  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the 
mansion,  as  the  Government  workmen,  under  Geo.  Michler,  had 
reported  that  the  foundations  of  the  house  were  being  destroyed 
by  dampness. 

Mr.  Greenhalgh  was  employed  to  build  three  tanks,  and  to  set 
up  an  hydraulic  ram.  The  water-works  supply  the  green-house, 
the  old  "servants'  hall,"  the  kitchen,  stables,  and  vegetable- 
garden;  and,  with  the  fire-engine  obtained  at  the  same  time, 
protect  the  premises  from  injury  by  fire.  The  drainage  of  the 
place,  which  was  very  imperfect,  and  the  condition  of  which 
added  to  the  natural  unhealthiness  of  the  spot,  has  been  im- 
proved and  extended.  The  water-works  and  drainage  cost  over 
$2,000,  which  was  paid  by  the  Association.  The  fire-engine  was 
the  generous  gift  of  Mr.  Douglass,  of  Connecticut,  and  was  ob- 
tained through  the  offices  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  that  State. 

A  road  has  been  laid  out  and  put  in  order  from  the  wharf  to 
the  tomb.  Two  houses  for  laborers  have  been  built,  as  ordered 
by  Council.  Nine  hundred  fruit  trees,  purchased  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, have  been  planted.  The  grounds  around  the  tomb,  and 
between  it  and  the  river,  have  been  cleared  of  undergrowth,  and 
prepared  for  the  setting  out  of  about  eight  hundred  rare  foreign 
evergreens,  the  friendly  gift  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Corcoran,  of  Wash- 
ington, who  imported  them  expressly  for  Mount  Vernon.  These 
trees  have  been  set  out  under  careful  supervision.  About  twenty 
acres  of  land  are  devoted  to  alternating  crops  of  grass,  com  and 
oats. 
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The  stock  on  the  estate  consists  of  one  horse,  two  mules,  and 
five  cows — ^the  milk  being  sold  to  visitors. 

The  green-house  is  in  good  order,  and  is  made  profitable  by 
the  sale  of  plants  and  bouquets.  The  grapery  is  fairly  well 
stocked,  and  will  be  in  bearing  condition  next  season. 

The  employes  of  the  place,  at  present,  are  the  gardener  (who 
has  hitherto  had  the  general  superintendence  of  green-house, 
garden  and  farm)  and  his  assistants,  one  young  white  man,  and 
three  colored  men.  An  old  colored  man,  "  Jim,"  who  was  taken 
there  by  Judge  Washington,  many  years  ago,  is,  with  his  wife, 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  place,  and  receives  $6  per  month  for 
the  small  services  he  is  able  to  render.  One  colored  man  has 
the  care  of  the  Mansion,  receives  visitors,  and  sells  photographs. 
His  wife  has  charge  of  the  cooking  and  general  housework,  with 
an  occasional  housemaid.  Extra  labor  (arising  from  time  to 
time)  requires  the  employment  of  extra  hands,  and  often  has  to 
be  obtained  at  high  prices,  owing  to  the  isolated  locality. 

Of  the  two  hundred  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  Association, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  are  dead  property,  yielding  noth- 
ing but  firewood.  What  is  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  being 
of  ordinary  quality,  is  unprofitable,  and  will  continue  so  until  the 
orchard  matures;  so  that  the  principal  profits  which  accrue  to 
the  Association,  come  not  from  the  products  of  the  place,  but 
from  alliance  with  the  capital  of  private  individuals  who  own 
and  run  the  boat,  and  who  pay  to  the  Association  a  percentage 
of  their  profits. 

A  member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  reported  the  necessity 
of  surveying  anew  the  boundary  lines  of  the  property,  in  order  to 
verify  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  Association.  He  was  author- 
ized to  employ  a  surveyor,  and  take  all  necessary  steps  to 
this  end. 

Mr.  Sykes  stated  that  he  had  this  Season  expended  $7,000  in 
putting  the  steamer  Arrow  in  perfect  order,  and  $1,700  in  hiring 
another  boat  while  the  Arrow  was  in  dock.  It  was  voted  unan- 
imously by  the  Council,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  valuable 
services  constantly  rendered  to  the  Association  by  Mr.  Sykes, 
and  in  order  to  allow  him  opportunity  to  indemnify  himself  for 
his  large  outlays,  and  possibly  develop  new  schemes  for  his  own 
and  their  benefit,  his  lease,  which  was  to  expire  in  a  year,  should 
be  extended  five  years  from  that  time,  and  on  the  same  terms. 
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The  Regent  reported  a  communication  from  Mrs.  Stimpson,  of 
New  York,  concerning  an  invested  collection  made  before  the 
war  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Hasbrouck.  The  sum  amounted,  when 
sent,  to  $850.00;  and  by  adding  small  sums  from  various  sources, 
the  R^ent  had  employed  it  in  the  purchase  of  a  bond  for 
$1,000.00  of  the  U.  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  placing  it,  by  Mrs.  Has- 
brouck's  request,  to  the  account  of  the  "  Endowment  Fund." 
This  was  the  first  contribution  to  that  object.  The  Regent  re- 
gards the  increase  of  this  Fund  as  an  object  of  especial  import- 
ance. Attention  is  called  to  the  liberal  donation  to  it  by  Mr. 
Mussey,  of  Portland,  (father  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine)  as 
an  example  worthy  of  imitation. 

Mr.  Lambdin,  artist,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, two  fine  portraits  of  Washington.  He  has  been  invited 
to  visit  Mount  Vernon  to  take  sketches-  of  its  scenery. 

The  room  in  the  Mansion  occupied  by  Lafayette,  when  the 
guest  of  Washington,  has  been  furnished  and  put  in  complete 
order  by  the  efforts  and  liberality  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  New 
Jersey. 

The.  Association  desire  to  build  a  tasteful  and  appropriate 
tomb,  the  present  one  being  unworthy  its  honorary  design.  The 
Free  Masons  of  California  have  made  the  first  contribution  to  it. 
The  Vice-Regents  are  authorized  to  appeal  to  the  Masonic 
Orders  in  their  respective  States,  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
time  as  they  shall  deem  best  to  aid  in  the  enterprise. 

Seven  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the  Association  a 
few  years  since  by  Congress,  as  partial  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  withdrawal  of  the  boat  during  the  war.  No  report 
of  this  sum  can  be  given,  as  the  money  never  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  Association,  but  was  placed  by  Congress  beyond  its 
control.  The  Council  have  therefore  no  responsibility  regard- 
ing it. 

The  salary,  as  voted  by  the  Council  to  the  Resident  Secretary, 
(with  his  services  as  Superintendent)  is  $1,500.00.  The  same 
sum  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Regent,  to  meet  the  various 
expenses  incident  to  her  historical  labors. 

The  Council,  as  a  full  Board,  meet  only  from  time  to  time,  as 
exigencies  require;  special  business  of  the  Association  being,  in 
the  meantime,  in  the  hands  of  Committees,  who  act  in  concert 
with  the  Regent,  and  with  the  Advisory  Committee  of  gentlemen. 
They  have  hitherto  published  no  national  Report;  partly  because 
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the  most  rigid  economy  has  been  the  rule  and  demand,  and 
partly  for  the  reason  that  many  of  the  Vice-Regents  have  printed 
reports  in  the  newspapers  of  their  respective  States,  giving  the 
public  general  information  of  the  condition  of  affairs. 

The  Association  having  no  definite  income,  and  being  depend- 
ent for  monthly  payments  upon  monthly  receipts  from  visitors, 
sales,  etc.,  the  person  having  charge  at  Mount  Vernon  must 
necessarily  act  as  Resident  Treasurer.  This  position  has  for 
many  years  been  filled  by  Miss  Cunningham,  whose  gratuitous 
services  have  saved  the  expense  of  a  salary.  She  presented  to 
the  Council  her  financial  Report,  with  the  books  and  vouchers, 
from  June,  1870,  (the  time  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council)  to 
June  1872,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary: 

The  Association  derives  its  chief  income  from  the  profits  of  a 
daily  boat,  owned  and  run  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Messrs.  Sykes  & 
Hollingshead,  and  from  sales  on  the  place.  An  entrance  fee  of 
twenty-five  cents  is  charged  each  person  visiting  Mount  Vernon. 
To  those  coming  on  the  boat,  this  fee  is  embraced  in  the  fare 
charged;  in  addition  to  which,  the  boat  company  pays  to  the 
Association,  as  wharfage,  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the, actual 
passage-money. 

Amount  received  from  boat  from  June,  1870 

to  June,  1872 $8,066.45 

Amount  received  from  sales,  donations  and 

collections  from  June,  1870,  to  June,  1872. .  3,036.06 

Surplus  Funds  on  hand  June,  1870 3,051 .27 

$14,153.78 

The  expenses,  including  salaries,  improve- 
ments, repairs,  etc.,  amount  to $11,174.43 

Miss  Cunningham's  personal  expenditures,  in- 
cluding household  charges,  expenses  of 
Council  Meetings,  etc.,  for  the  two  years. .     1,707. 12 

$12,881.55 

Total  income $14,153.78 

Total  expenses   12,881 .  55 

Balance    $  1,272 .23 

Balance  in  Bank $1,049. 53 

Cash  in  hand 222 .  70 

Total  $1,272.23 
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COLLECTIONS  BY  VICE-REGENTS,  1870  TO  1872. 

Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine $215 

Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island 250 

Mrs.  Famsworth,  Michigan 50 

Mrs.  Brooks,  New  York 10 

Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia  (proceeds  of  Lecture  by  Col. 

Jones)   30 

Mrs.  Barry,  Illinois 40 

Mrs.  Berghmans,  Philadelphia 5 

DONATIONS. 

Mr.  Mussey,  Portland,  Maine $500 

Miss  Harper,  V.  R.  of  Maryland 200 

Miss  Leamy,  Philadelphia 50 

It  is  but  just  to  Miss  Cunningham  for  the  Council  to  state, 
that  she  has  never  desired  or  received  any  compensation  for  her 
services.  The  entire  charge  upon  the  Association  incident  to 
her  position  as  Resident  Manager,  for  the  two  years  past,  is 
embraced  in  her  item  of  personal  expenditure,  as  given  above. 

A  statement  was  also  submitted  to  the  Council  from  Hon. 
H.  D.  Cooke,  Treasurer  of  the  "  Endowment  Fund,"  etc.,  of  his 
account  with  the  Association,  of  which  the  following  is  a  sum- 
mary: 

ASSETS. 

Bond  of  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (U.  S. 

Currency,  6  per  ct) $1,000.00 

Coupon  Bond  of  the  Portland  and  Rochester 

R.   R.  Co 500.00 

Balance  of  account  in  favor  of  the  Association 

(interest,  etc.)   330-i5 

Total  Endowment  Fund $1,830. 15 

Besides  the  above,  Mr.  Cooke  holds  (in  special  deposit  with 
Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.)  14  shares  ($100  each)  of  the  Central 
R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of  Georgia,  with  the  deed  of  Mount 
Vernon. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  also  in  possession  the  amount  of  the  ^  Masonic 
Fund,"  $822.04.* 

*  The  Regent  reports  also  in  possession  of  the  Association,  four  shares 
of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia — ^at  present  of  no  available  value. 


10  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1872. 

Other  matters  of  importance  were  brought  before  the  Council 
by  the  Regent,  but  action  was  deferred  till  a  meeting  of  the 
general  Association,  proposed  to  be  called  in  February  next. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  services  of  all 
the  ladies  of  the  Council  are  gratuitous;  that  several  of  them 
have  been  engaged  in  labors  for  the  Association;  bearing  all  their 
own  expenses  of  travel  and  otherwise — more  than  sixteen  years, 
and  most  of  them  more  than  twelve;  first,  in  the  arduous  work 
of  making  collections  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate;  and  since, 
in  striving  to  create  means,  by  every  legitimate  device,  for  its 
care  and  renovation. 

They  are  happy  to  see  a  reviving  interest  in  their  work;  and 
can  assure  the  public  that,  as  heretofore,  they  will  always  be  glad 
to  answer  any  questions,  and  impart  any  information  that  may  be 
desired.  They  have  nothing  to  conceal.  At  the  same  time, 
they  hope  that  all  who  feel  any  interest  in  the  Association  and  its 
objects,  will  visit  Mount  Vernon,  where  the  Secretary  will  extend 
to  them  every  courtesy,  and  explain  the  whole  machinery,  if  de- 
sired, better  than  can  be  done  in  the  limits  of  a  brief  report. 
And,  in  return,  the  ladies  will  be  grateful  for  any  intelligent 
suggestions,  or  candid  criticism.  All,  it  is  hoped,  have  at  heart 
the  same  patriotic  end — the  restoration  and  preservation  of  the 
nation's  most  honored  shrine — the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington. 

By  Order  of  the  Grand  Council,  1872. 
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At  an  informal  meeting  of  Council  at  "  Imperial  Hotel," 
Washington,  upon  the  evening  of  May  13,  1873  (only  a  part  of 
the  Council  present),  the  Regent  offered  to  the  Vice-Regents  the 
names  of  the  following  ladies  as  Vice-Regents  to  fill  vacancies: 

Mrs.  Wm.  Balfour,  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in  place  of  Mrs. 
McWillie,  dead. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Maverick,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

All  of  which  nominations  were  approved  and  accepted. 

Surgeon-General  Barnes  was  then  nominated  for  a  member  of 
the  Advisory  Committee.    Unanimously  accepted  and  passed. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  May  15th,  at  noon. 

May  14th. 

Council,  with  many  invited  guests,  assembled  at  Mount  Ver- 
non to  receive  the  gift  of  the  valuable  painting  of  "  Washington 
before  Yorktown,"  by  Rembrandt  Peale.  The  ceremony  of 
receiving  the  gift  from  Mrs.  Rosalba  Underwood,  executrix, 
and  daughter  of  the  artist,  as  also  the  unveiling  of  the  painting, 
took  place  in  the  banqueting  hall  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Mansion. 


Minutes  of  Council  held  at  "  Imperial  Hotel,"  Washington, 
Distrirt  of  Columbia,  May  15,  1873. 

Thursday,  May  15th. 

In  accordance  with  call  issued  by  Regent  the  Council  assem- 
bled. 
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First  Session,     i  P.  M.     Regent  presiding.     Present: 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  Mrs.  Halsted,  with  proxy  for  New 
York. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  Miss  Harper,  with  proxy  for  Mis- 
souri. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  Mdme.  Berghmans,  with  proxies 
for  Vermont,  Arkansas,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Illinois  and 
California. 

Vice-Regent,  West  Virginia,  Mrs.  Washington,  with  proxies 
for  Florida,  Louisiana,  Kentucky  and  Iowa. 

Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  Mrs.  Fitch. 

Vice-Regent,  District  of  Columbia,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  Mrs.  Hudson,  with  proxies  for 
Maine,  Rhode  Island  and  Michigan. 

Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern. 
of  Council,  to  act  for  permanent  Secretary  of  Council,  the  Vice- 
Regent  of  Maine,  absent. 

The  Regent  read  her  address,  which  stated  that  she  had  given 
up  her  residence  at  Mount  Vernon  entirely,  that  her  failing 
health  would  probably  prevent  her  presiding  at  many  other 
Councils,  etc. 

Minutes  of  last  Council  read  from  the  record  book  of  perma*- 
nent  Secretary  by  the  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Regent  informed  Council  that  in  accordance  with  order  of 
Council  of  1872,  requesting  her  to  accept  of  Mr.  David  Paul 
Brown's  offer  to  the  Association  to  write  the  history  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association,  she  had  shortly  after  Council  ad- 
journed made  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him,  but  that  his 
sudden  death  had  terminated  the  undertaking. 

To  the  Vice-Regent  of  Pennsylvania  had  been  committed  the 
charge  of  securing  the  publication  of  the  report  of  Council  of 
1872;  Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  of  Philadelphia,  having  most  lib- 
erally responded  to  her  solicitations  by  printing  one  thousand 
copies  and  delivering  the  same  to  the  Vice-Regents;  a  resolution 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Childs  was  offered  and  unanimously  passed. 

On  motion  of  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey,  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Pennsylvania  was  appointed  to  convey  the  same  to  Mr.  Childs. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  moved,  seconded  by  Maryland, 
that  the  Annual  and  Financial  Reports  of  the  Resident  Secre- 
tary and  Superintendent  of  the  Association  be  produced. 
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Report  of  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  was  read  by 
Secretary  of  Council,  accepted  and  approved. 

Account  books  of  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  were 
examined,  items  read,  and  receipts  and  expenditures  compared. 
Approved. 

Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  accounts  of  Resident 
Secretary  and  Superintendent  this  P.  M.,  and  report  thereon  to 
Council  to-morrow.  Committee:  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey; 
Vice-Regent,  Indiana;  Vice-Regenty  West  Virginia. 

Council  adjourned  to  Friday,  i6th,  at  10  A.  M. 


May  i6th,  1873. 

Council  met  at  "  Imperial  Hotel,"  Washington,  at  11 40  A.  M. 
— Regent  presiding. 

Present:  Vice-Regents,  New  Jersey,  Maryland,  West  Virginia, 
Indiana  and  Connecticut. 

Vice-Regent,  West  Virginia,  was  appointed  to  communicate, 
in  a  suitable  form,  to  the  afflicted  families  of  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Virginia,  Mrs.  Betsey  Mason,  and  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Missis- 
sippi, Mrs.  Catharine  McWillie,  the  sincere  sympathies  and  con- 
dolence of  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  in  their  great  affliction, 
caused  by  the  'death  of  these  two  ladies. 

Vice-Regents,  Pennsylvania  and  District  of  Columbia,  here 
joined  the  Council. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  brought  in  a  request  that  the  Vice- 
Regents  should  retire  for  consultation  with  the  gentlemen  of 
Advisory  Committee  in  ex.  session. 

Vice-Regent  Pennsylvania,  was  requested,  before  the  Vice- 
Regents  should  retire,  to  write  Surgeon-General  Barnes,  inform- 
ing him  of  his  appointment  as  a  member  of  Advisory  Committee 
(appointed  during  the  informal  meeting  of  Council  on  the  even- 
ing of  May  13,  1873,  at  "Imperial  Hotel"). 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  stated  that  as  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  accounts  of 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent,  Colonel  HoUingsworth, 
she  reports  these  accounts  as  examined  and  approved  as  highly 
satisfactory.  The  books  give  a  total  of  receipts,  $3,894.61;  of 
expenditures,  $3,823.99;  balance  in  hand,  $70.62,  for  the  fiscal 
year  beginning  July  i,  1872,  ending  May  i,  1873. 

Council  adjourned  at  3  P.  M.  for  one  hour. 


6  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1873. 

Council  met  at  4  P.  M.  after  recess. 

The  Secretary  pro  tern  of  Council  read,  from  a  report  of  Resi- 
dent Secretary  and  Superintendent  on  extraordinary  expenses,  a 
list  of  repairs  and  outlays  which  arose  from  causes  not  likely  to 
occur  again. 

After  long  discussion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  informing  the 
public  through  the  press  concerning  the  action  of  Councils,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  furnish  a  condensed  daily  report 
of  the  action  of  Council  Mount  Vernon  Association  to  the  press. 
The  permanent  Secretary  of  Council  to  prepare  the  same  and 
hand  it  to  the  press  at  such  time  as  is  required  by  the  press. 

Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  announced  that  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  of  District  of  Columbia,  with  H.  J.  Alvord,  Esq.,  M.  D., 
begged  an  interview  with  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Knights 
Templar  of  Maryland. 

Regent  begged  the  Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  to  introduce  these 
gentlemen. 

Charles  F.  Stansbury,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  with  H.  J.  Alvord,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  were  intro- 
duced. Grand  Master  stated  to  the  Council  that  in  September 
of  1 87 1,  during  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  he  had  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
Knights  Templar  should  collect  funds  wherewith  to  erect  at 
Mount  Vernon  a  suitable  mausoleum  over  the  sacred  ashes  of 
General  Washington. 

Grand  Master  proceeded  to  state  that  this  resolution  was  laid 
over  to  such  time  as  the  Council  of  Mount  Vernon  Association 
might  be  consulted,  and  he  now  presented  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  the  ladies  in  Council. 

Regent  requested  the  Advisory  Committee  to  be  summoned. 

Regent  thanked  the  gentlemen  for  their  interest  in  the  cause 
so  dear  to  her  heart,  and  assured  the  Grand  Master  that  the 
ladies  of  her  Council,  while  most  grateful  for  his  proposition, 
would  aid  him  in  every  and  any  way  within  their  power  to  carry 
out  his  beautiful  and  patriotic  design. 

Two  gentlemen  of  Advisory  Committee,  General  Halsted  and 
Mr.  Sykes,  were  here  introduced  to  the  Masonic  Committee. 
The  Vice-Regents  then  unanimously  resolved  to  leave  all  dis- 
cussion of  this  proposition  with  their  Advisory  Committee,  by 
this  Committee  to  be  reported  to  the  officers  of  Council.     The 
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honorary  member  of  Association,  Mr.  Corcoran,  was  also  to 
advise  with  Advisory  Committee. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  read  Surgfeon-General  Barnes* 
acceptance  of  the  invitation  of  the  Council  to  join  the  Associa- 
tion as  one  of  their  Advisory  Committee. 

Vote  of  thanks  passed  to  Surgeon-General  Barnes  for  his 
graceful  acceptance  of  the  position  as  one  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. 

Vice-Regents,  Pennsylvania  and  District  of  Columbia,  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  consult  with  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  selection  of  a  Treasurer  for  the  Association. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  read  the  Regent's  financial  report 
Report  handed  to  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  chairman  of 
Finance  Committee. 

Minutes  of  Council  of  1872,  concerning  the  appointment  of 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent,  were  called  for  by  the 
Regent. 

Minutes  of  Council  of  1872,  on  Resident  Secretary  and  Super- 
intendent, read  by  Secretary  of  Council  pro  tern. 

Regent  requested  Secretary  of  Council  to  read  the  report  of 
Vice-Regent,  Wisconsin,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  chairman  of  Committee 
on  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

Report  of  chairman  of  Committee  on  Resident  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  was  read.  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  then 
called  on  Secretary  of  Council  to  read  the  contract  between  the 
Committee  on  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent,  and,  after 
reading,  to  be  handed  to  the  Regent  for  her  signature.  Regent 
objected  to  sign,  offering  as  her  objection  a  supposed  illegality 
in  the  clause  giving  the  power  to  draw  moneys  to  the  Resident 
Secretary  and  Superintendent  with  the  consent  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 

Objected  to  and  discussed  by  Council. 

Resolved,  finally,  to  refer  contract  to  a  second  reading. 

New  contract  for  1873  with  Resident  Secretary  and  Superin- 
tendent ordered  to  be  rewritten. 

Secretary  of  Council  ordered  to  rewrite  contract,  omitting  cer- 
tain clauses. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that  the  $20  gold  piece  presented  to  the  Regent  several  years 
since,  by  a  Quaker  gentleman,  for  the  framing  of  a  lock  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  hair  in  a  locket,  should  be  entrusted  to  the 
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care  of  one  of  the  Vice-Regents  and  now  be  attended  to.  Re- 
solved, that  this  matter  be  entrusted  to  the  Vice-Regent,  Mary- 
land— ^passed. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Indiana,  that 
each  Vice-Regent  shall  select  from  her  State  a  gentleman  ad- 
visor, to  be  recognized  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  Mount 
Vernon  Association  of  the  Union — ^passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Mount  Vernon  Association  regret 
extremely  the  absence  of  Governor  Walker  and  lady  from 
Mount  Vernon  during  the  late  visit  there  of  the  Virginia  Board 
of  Visitors. 

The  Council  beg  the  Governor  will  consider  his  visit  as  only 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting  of  Council.  The  Council  beg, 
should  Governor  Walker  decide  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  during 
this  summer,  that  he  will  notify  the  Resident  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon,  Colonel  HoUingsworth,  of  his 
visit 

The  Vice-Regent,  District  of  Columbia,  is  requested  to  for- 
ward this  resolution  to  Governor  Walker,  at  Richmond,  Vii^nia. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Connecticut, 
that  meeting  of  next  Council  shall  be  held  at  Mount  Vernon 
upon  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1874 — ^passed. 

Vice-Regent,  West  Virg^ia,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that  the  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  be  requested  to 
have  printed,  annually,  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  and  send  one 
copy  to  each  Vice-Regent,  member  of  Advisory  Committee,  and 
Honorary  Member,  Mr.  Corcoran — ^passed. 

At  6  P.  M.  meeting  adjourned  over  to  Saturday,  May  17th,  at 
11.30  A.  M. 


May  17,  1873. 

Council  met  at  12.40  P.  M.     Regent  presiding. 

Present:  Vice-Regents,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  West  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  Indiana,  Connecticut  (Vice-Regent,  District  of 
Columbia,  came  in  later). 

Business  in  order — Finance. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  for  Committee  on  Treasurer,  read 
report  of  Mr.  Henry  D.  Cooke,  Banker  for  Association. 

Discussed — referred  to  a  second  reading. 

Vice-Regents,  Pennsylvania  and  District  of  Columbia,  were 
appointed  to  call  upon  Mr.  Cooke  and  obtain  from  him  a  clearer 
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and  fuller  account  of  funds  in  his  hands  belonging  to  Associa- 
tion. 

Unanimously  resolved,  that  Mr.  Corcoran  be  invited  to  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Advisory  Conmiittee  of  the  Association. 

Moved  by  Vice-Regent,  West  Virginia,  seconded  by  New 
Jersey,  that  the  duties  of  Finance  Committee  be  clearly  defined 
— passed. 

On  motion  of  Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
the  duties  of  Finance  Committee  are  clearly  defined  to  be  as 
follows:  The  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  to  be 
required  to  forward,  on  the  last  day  of  every  month,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  his  monthly  account,  and 
vouchers  of  all  expenditures  and  receipts  for  Mount  Vernon 
Association.  These  accounts  to  be  examined  by  the  chairman 
of  said  Committee,  and  by  her  forwarded  every  three  months  to 
the  other  members  of  this  Committee  for  their  approval  .and  sig- 
nature. Also,  that  this  Committee  shall  have  a  supervision 
over  the  funds  and  investments  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
or  Treasurers  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association — passed. 

On  motion  of  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia,  seconded  by 
Indiana,  the  Vice-Regents  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  were  appointed  as  Finance  Committee — 
passed. 

Moved  by  Maryland,  seconded  by  Indiana,  that  the  Vice- 
Regent,  Pennsylvania,  be  made  the  chairman  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee, with  authority  to  call  in  Mr.  Corcoran  for  consultation — 
passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that  a  suitable  letter  of  thanks  be  addressed  by  the  Association 
to  Mrs.  Rosalba  Underwood,  who,  as  executrix  of  her  father, 
Rembrandt  Peale,  and  in  behalf  of  his  other  heirs,  has  pre- 
sented to  Mount  Vernon  Association  his  valuable  picture  of 
"  Washington  before  Yorktown,"  as  also  the  railing  to  be  placed 
before  the  painting  for  its  protection — ^passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-Regent,  West  Virginia,  be  requested 
to  write  this  letter. 

A  complimentary  letter  from  the  Association  to  the  heirs  of 
Mr.  R.  Peale,  acknowledging  their  gift  of  the  picture  of  "  Wash- 
ington before  Yorktown,"  was  written  and  signed  by  the  Regent 
and  Vice-Regents  present. 
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On  motion  of  Regent,  the  commission  of  Colonel  J.  McH. 
Hollingsworth  as  "  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  of 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union  "  was  called  for. 

Commission  was  read  by  Secretary  pro  tern,  of  Council — 
approved  and  signed  by  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents. 

Council  adjourned  at  4.30  P.  M.  to  9  P.  M. 

Council  met  at  9  P.  M.,  May  17,  1873. 

A  resolution  was  passed  to  withdraw  Masonic  Fund  from  Jay 
Cooke  &  Co.,  and  invest  the  same  in  United  States  Govern- 
ment Bonds;  also  to  withdraw  the  Bond  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  for  ($1,000)  one  thousand  dollars  and  invest 
the  same  in  United  States  Government  Bonds. 

Mr.  Pike,  who  had  been  called  in  by  the  Regent  to  consult 
upon  some  legal  questions  connected  with  the  Association,  was 
introduced  to  the  Vice-Regents  present. 

Council  adjourned  at  1 1  P.  M.,  to  meet  Tuesday,  20th  May,  at 
12  noon. 


May  20th. 

After  informal  business.  Council  met  at  i  P.  M.  Regent 
absent — ^Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  in  the  chair. 

Present:  Vice-Regents,  District  of  Columbia,  Pennsylvania, 
Indiana,  Maryland  and  Connecticut. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  read  a  note  from  Regent,  expressing 
regret  that  illness  would  detain  her  for  some  hours  from  Council, 
and  recommended  the  opinion  of  Hon.  Reverdy.  Johnson  upon 
the  Mount  Vernon  Association  Constitution  should  be  read. 

Vice-Regents,  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  assisted  by  Vice- 
Regent,  Connecticut,  examined  Regent's  accounts  and  vouchers 
for  June  of  1872. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  was  requested  by  Council  to  call 
upon  Mr.  H.  D.  Cooke,  the  Treasurer  and  Banker  of  Associa- 
tion, and  procure  from  him  a  detailed  account  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Association. 

Regent  now  took  the  chair.  She  informed  the  Council  that 
she  wished  their  close  attention,  as  she  proposed  reading  her 
farewell  address.  In  this  address  she  offered  her  resignation, 
which  resignation  was  to  take  effect  at  next  Council,  in  June, 
1874.  Finding  herself  unable,  from  her  extreme  ill-health,  to 
perform  the  arduous  duties  of  her  office,  she  begged  to  be  thus 
relieved  from  her  charge,  and  recommended  that  Mdme.  L.  L. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1873.        " 

M.  Berghmans,  Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  be  recognized  as 
Regent  pro  tern.  Madame  Berghmans  to  assume  all  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  position  immediately  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  present  Council. 

Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  moved,  seconded  by  Maryland,  that  the 
recommendation  of  the  Regent  be  voted  upon — ^passed. 

Regent's  recommendation  was  passed  unanimously,  and 
Mdme.  Berghmans  was  elected  Regent  pro  tern,  by  acclamation. 

Mdme.  Berghmans  gracefully  accepted  the  responsible  posi- 
tion, which  the  Regent's  affection  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Council  had  placed  her  in,  and  assured  the  Council  that  she 
would  try  faithfully  to  execute  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office 
thus  unexpectedly  bestowed  upon  her,  and  begged  the  Regent 
would  assist  her  with  advice  and  counesl.  To  this  request  the 
Regent  affectionatdy  assented. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  offered  the  Regent  in  acknowledgment 
of  her  past  faithful  and  zealous  services — ^passed  by  acclamation. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  Council,  the  slanders  which  have  been 
recently  published  against  the  Association  and  the  retiring 
Regent,  from  whom  we  part  with  cordial  feeling  and  affectionate 
regret,  are  hereby  utterly  and  entirely  condemned. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  informed  Council  that  upon  con- 
sulting with  Mr.  Cooke,  and  examining  carefully  with  him  the 
accounts  of  the  funds  of  Association  in  his  hands,  she  finds  the 
accounts  to  be  as  follows,  in  detail: 

H.  D.  COOKE,  TREASURER,  MOUNT  VERNON 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dr. 
1869. 

Feb.     2.    To  Check  M.  L.  Ward,  Newark,  N.  J $  54.00 

Aug.  20.    To  E.  Hall  Covell,  New  York 8. 50 

To  Gov.  Ward,  New  Jersey 40.00 

To  W.  R.  Sayre,  Newark,  N.  J 2.00 

1870. 

July    2y.    To  James  Sykes 850.00 

Aug.    2.    To  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  Greorgia % . . .  69.75 

Dec.   28.    To  Interest  $1,000  U.  S.  C'y  6s 30.00 

1871. 

Jan.    25.    To  Check  J.  F.  Harrison,  New  York 50.00 

June   28.    To  Interest  $1,000  U.  S.  C'y  6s 30.00 
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1872. 

Feb.      I.  To  Interest  $1,000  U.  S.  Cy  6s 30.00 

April    8.  To  $500  Portland  R.  R.  Bond 17.50 

16.  To  Central  R.  R.  Co.  of  Georgia 74-90 

22.  To  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  Ga.,  proceeds  $98  Ctf..  97.75 

June  26.    To  Interest  $1,000  U.  S.  Cy  6s 30.00 

Aug.    2.    To  Cash  by  Miss  McMakin,  "  from  Illinois,".  40.00 
2.    To    Cash   by    "  Mrs.   Watmough,    Pennsyl- 
vania,"     5  -oo 

Dec.    16.    To  Interest  $500  Portland  R.  R.  Co 17 .  50 

1873. 

Jan.      2.  To  $1,000  C'y  6s 3000 

17.  To  Central  R.  R.  Co.,  Georgia 140.00 

May  To  $500  Portland  R.  R.  Bond 17.50 

$1,634.40 

To  Balance $20. 15 

Cr. 
1870. 
Aug.  22.     By  purchase  $1,000  U.  S.  Cy  6s. $1,024. 25 

1873. 
May    13.     By  $500  Reg'd  1867,  5-20  Bonds.      590.00 

Balance   20.15 

$1,634.40 

LIST  OF  SECURITIES  HELD  FOR  THE  ENDOWMENT 

FUND  OF  THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES' 

ASSOCIATION. 

U.  S.  Currency  6s  Pacific  R.  R.  Bond $1,000.00 

Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Co.  Bond 500.00 

U.  S.  Registered  1867,  5-20  Bond 500.00 

ASSETS  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

14  Shares  Central  R.  R.  Co.  of  Georgia 

4  Shares  Farmer's  Bank  of  Virginia 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that,  in  the  interim  of  Council,  the  Regent  pro  tern,  be  empow- 
ered and  instructed  to  transact  all  financial  business  left  unfin- 
ished by  Council  at  their  adjournment,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  Advisory*  Committee — ^passed. 

On  motion  of  Vice-Regent,  Indiana,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
it  was  resolved,  that  provided  Mr.  H.  D.  Cooke  be  disinclined 
to  continue  as  Treasurer  Mount  Vernon  Association,  the  Regent 
pro  tern,  be  empowered  to  appoint  Mr.  Kelly  as  Treasurer  and 
Banker,  to  be  regfularly  published  as  such. 
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Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey,  that 
the  Pacific  Railroad  Bond  for  $1,000  owned  by  the  Association 
be  sold,  and  that  in  the  present  exigencies  of  Association,  the 
Regent  pro  tern,  be  empowered  to  take  advice  from  Advisory 
Committee,  and  also  of  Mr.  Charles  Macalester,  of  Philadelphia, 
regarding  the  Finance  of  Association  and  its  investments — 
passed  unanimously. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  moved,  seconded  by  Indiana,  that 
the  funds  collected  for  endowment  fund  be  held  inviolate,  the 
interest  of  such  fund  alone  to  be  used  for  the  Association — 
passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  moved,  seconded  by  New  Jersey, 
that  each  Vice-Regent  should  be  empowered  to  invest  in  her 
own  State  all  funds  therein  collected  for  Endowment  Fund  dur- 
ing interim  of  Council.  She  to  report  the  same  to  the  following 
Council — ^passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  moved  the  Resident  Secretary 
and  Superintendent  Mount  Vernon  Association,  Colonel  Hol- 
lingsworth,  be  introduced.  Colonel  HoUingsworth  entered 
Council.  Regent  handed  to  him  his  commission  for  "  Resident 
Secretary  and  Superintendent "  for  the  following  year.  Colonel 
HoUingsworth's  bond  for  ($2,000)  two  thousand  dollars  was 
handed  over  to  the  Regent  pro  tern.  (Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania), 
to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  of  Association. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  enquired  of  Regent  as  to  where 
were  deposited  the  title  deeds  of  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  by 
Association. 

Regent  replied  these  deeds  were  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  H.  D. 
Cooke,  Treasurer  of  Association. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  Connecticut, 
that  the  iron  safe  containing  papers  of  Mount  Vernon  Associa- 
tion; also,  French  writing  desk;  also,  the  **  Merchant's  desk," 
all  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Mansion,  and  the  property  of  the 
Association,  shall  be  loaned  to  Miss  Cunningham  when  she  shall 
call  for  them;  also,  that  whatever  articles  belonging  to  Miss 
Cunningham  that  are  now  at  the  Mount  Vernon  Mansion  shall 
remain  there  subject  to  her  order — passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  seconded  by  Indiana,  moved,  that 
the  Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Association  for  1872-73 — ^passed. 

Vice-Regent,   Maryland,  handed  to   Council   Hon.  Reverdy 
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Johnson's  opinion  upon  the  Constitution  of  Association.  She 
also  asked  for  an  order  of  Council  to  empower  her  to  ask  Mr. 
Johnson  for  his  opinion  upon  the  relative  power  of  the  two 
Charters,  and  the  actual  and  legal  position  of  Association  to 
Virginia. 

The  Council  unanimously  voted  to  empower  the  Vice-Regent, 
Maryland,  to  consult  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson  upon  these  ques- 
tions. Council  requested  Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  to  write  Hon. 
Reverdy  Johnson,  in  name  of  Association,  thanking  him  for  his 
distingfuished  services  in  their  behalf. 

Vice-Regent,  Pennsylvania,  seconded  by  Maryland,  moved, 
that  Council  proceed  to  decide  upon  an  appropriation  to  aid  the 
retiring  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham,  in  defraying  the  expenses 
incident  to  her  labors  in  collecting  material  for  Mount  Vernon 
History,  accepting  Miss  Cunningham's  proposition  that  the  ap- 
propriation shall  not  be  paid  unless  she  accomplishes  her  work 
— passed. 

Council,  after  much  discussion,  some  ladies  declining  to  vote, 
either  for  themselves  or  their  proxies,  decided:  that  ($1,000)  one 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  the  retiring  Regent  for  this  com- 
ing year,  this  sum  to  be  drawn  monthly,  subject  to  provisions 
mentioned  in  previous  resolution. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved  that  a  letter  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Corcoran,  informing  him  of  the  unanimous  vote  of  Council 
appointing  him  one  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association,  and  that  the  Vice-Regent,  District  of 
Columbia,  be  requested  to  write  the  letter — seconded  and  passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  that  the  $500  owing  to  Regent 
upon  the  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  July  i,  1873,  shall  be 
paid  as  soon  as  possible.  Miss  Cunningham  being  regarded  as 
the  first  creditor — seconded  and  passed. 

Council  Mount  Vernon  Association  adjourned  at  5.30  P.  M.  to 
the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1874,  when  Council,  according  to 
minutes,  will  meet  at  Mount  Vernon. 

SUSAN  R  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
Secretary  pro  tern,  of  Council 
In  place  of  Permanent  Secretary  of  Council 
the  Vice-Regent,  Maine,  absent. 

Washington,  May  20,  1873. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL 


OP 


Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION, 

Hdd  at  Mt  Veraon,  Va.,  June  2d,  1874,  according  to  Order 
of  Council  of  May,  1873. 


First  Session,  June  2d,  1874.  Presiding  Regent  pro  tent., 
Madame  Berghmons,  V.  R.  of  Pennsylvania- 
Present:  Mrs.  Eve,  V.  R.  of  Georgia,  with  proxies  for  Mis- 
sissippi, Texas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Florida,  South 
Carolina  and  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Halsted,  V.  R.  of  New  Jersey,  with  proxies  for  New 
York  and  Indiana. 

Mrs.  S.  K  J.  Hudson,  V.  R.  of  Connecticut,  with  proxies  for 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Maine,  and  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  Barnes,  V.  R.  of  District  of  Columbia. 

Miss  Harper,  V.  R.  of  Maryland,  proxy  for  North  Carolina 
and  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Ball,  V.  R.  of  Virginia. 

Regent  pro  tern,  announced  her  nomination  of  Mrs.  Ball,  V.  R. 
for  Virginia;  of  Mrs.  A.  V.  Brown,  V.  R.  for  Tennessee.  The 
Council  imanimously  confirmed  these  nominations. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  annoimced  the  resignation  of  Miss 
Cunningham,  late  Regent,  which  by  the  Minutes  of  Council  of 
1873,  was  to  finally  take  effect  at  the  meeting  of  Council  of  1874, 
and  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

"  Whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  the  last  Council,  Miss  Cunningham 
informed  you  that  her  long  residence  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  her 
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unremitting  labor  in  behalf  of  this  cherished  spot,  had  so  im- 
paired her  health  that  it  had  become  a  necessity  to  resign  her 
position  as  Regent  of  this  Association,  or  lose  all  possible  hope 
of  recovery  from  illness,  which  each  year  rendered  more  painful 
and  more  perilous,  as  the  heavy  responsibilities  and  demand  for 
brain  work  did  not  permit  that  entire  rest  which  her  mind,  her 
head,  and  her  body  alike  called  for,  and  without  which  hopeless 
suffering  while  life  should  last,  seemed  the  only  results. 

"  Resolved,  That  knowing  that  there  would  have  to  be  a  con- 
sultation with  absent  officers  and  other  formalities,  ere  a  change 
so  important  as  this  could  occur  in  so  au&^t  a  body  as  the  one 
which  we  represent;  and  ever  mindful  of  the  interest  and  best 
welfare  of  Mt.  Vernon,  she  earnestly  entreated  the  Vice-Regent 
of  Pennsylvania  (whose  admirable  business  education  had  emi- 
nently fitted  her  for  this  high  position,)  to  occupy  her  place  for 
one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  her  final  resignation  would 
be  handed  to  the  members  of  the  grand  Council,  who  would  be 
ready  to  appoint  her  successor. 

"Resolved,  That  we  owe  our  thanks  to  our  late  Regent  for 
this  wise  choice,  and  while  we  regret  that  any  circumstances 
should  have  parted  her  from  us,  we  cannot  but  congratulate 
ourselves  that  we  have  been  shown  the  admirable  fitness  of  Mme. 
Berghmans  for  this  post  of  dignity  and  high  honor. 

"Resolved,  That  we  nominate  Madame  Berghmans,  now 
Regent  pro  tern.,  as  Regent  of  the  Association,  and  proceed  to  an 
election." 

Approved.  Vote  taken  on  Regent,  unanimous  for  Madame 
Berghmans. 

The  Vice-Regents  present  produced  and  read  their  letters  from 
their  proxies,  instructing  them  to  vote  for  Madame  Berghmans 
as  Regent,  and  containing  other  full  instructions  upon  subjects 
likely  to  be  presented  to  Council.  Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  re- 
ported the  vote  in  the  following  resolutions: 

"  As  the  first  appointed  officer  of  this  Association,  and  as  the 
one  who  acted  earliest  in  its  interest,  I  claim  the  privilege  of 
offering  the  following  resolutions: 

"Resolved,  That  this  Association  gratefully  acknowledges  its 
obligation  to  Madame  Berghmans  for  her  energetic,  intelligent 
and  successful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Regency  during  the 
past  year. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  Madame  Berghmans  we  recogpiize  a  sister, 
specially  qualified  to  preside  over  our  Association,  administer  its 
affairs,  maintain  its  dignity,  and  promote  its  best  interests. 
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*'  Resolved,  That  the  office  of  Permanent  Regent  be  unani- 
mously tendered  her." 

Signed: 

Philoclea  E.  Eve,  Georgia. 
Mrs.  Wm.  Balfour,  Mississippi. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Pickens,  South  Carolina. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Yulee,  Florida. 
Mrs.  N.  W.  Halsted,  New  Jersey. 
Mrs.  H.  V.  Fitch,  Indiana. 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Famsworth,  Michigan. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  J.  Hudson,  Connecticut. 
Mrs.  Joseph  Comegys,  Delaware. 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Barnes,  Dist.  Columbia. 
Mrs.  Anna  L.  Hunt,  Missouri. 
Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  Louisiana. 
Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Tennessee. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Brooks,  New  York. 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Chase,  Rhode  Island. 
Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Wisconsin. 
Miss  E.  L.  Harper,  Maryland. 
Mrs.  Emma  P.  Ball,  Virginia. 
Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  Maine. 

Madame  Berghmans  rose  to  respond.  While  expressing  her 
unworthiness  to  fill  so  responsible  a  position,  said  that  she  could 
not  decline  so  unanimous  a  vote,  and  in  accepting  would  assure 
the  Council  of  her  honest  intentions,  and  earnest  desire  to  prove 
herself  worthy  of  the  honorable  office  to  which  she  had  been 
called.    The  Regent  resumed  the  Chair. 

Judge  Thomas,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture, introduced  by  Vice-Regent,  Georgia.  Also,  Gren.  Fitz 
Hugh  Lee,  Gen.  Meems,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rusie,  members  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Troth,  a  farmer  from  this  neighborhood,  was  introduced. 
He  said  he  wished  to  explain  his  position  in  regard  to  a  new 
steamer  building  for  the  convenience  of  the  farmers  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  stated  that  the  boat  was  intended  principally  to  convey 
produce  to  Washington,  but  they  wished  also  to  convey  pas- 
sengers to  and  from  Mt.  Vernon,  and  begged  consent  of  Council 
to  land  the  latter  at  Mt.  Vernon  wharf.  The  Regent  explained 
this  to  be  impossible,  owing  to  a  prior  contract  with  Capt.  F. 
HoUingshead  and  Mr.  Sykes,  of  steamer  Arrow,  extending  over 
a  number  of  years.    Judge  Thomas  explained  that  the  Mt  Ver- 
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non  Association  would  forfeit  their  charter  if  they  failed  in  their 
contract.  The  Regent  added  that  we  had  no  power  to  extend 
a  contract  to  another  steamboat;  that  we  are  bound  by  law,  and 
that  Mr.  Troth  would  af^reciate  the  refusal  arose  from  no  per- 
sonal feeling,  but  from  a  legal  inability.  Vice-Regent,  Georgia, 
coincided  in  the  opinion  of  the  Regent  and  Judge  Thomas.  Mr. 
Troth  expressed  great  regret,  but  hoped  the  Council  would  for- 
give his  intrusion.  Regent  assured  Mr.  Troth  that  we  consid- 
ered hds  offer  as  a  compliment. 

Regent  read  her  Report  for  '73  and  '74,  as  follows: 

**  Ladies: — Having  by  your  gratifjring  confidence  been  placed 
temporarily  at  the  head  of  our  Association,  it  seems  to  me 
proper,  that  in  yielding  up  the  trust  confided  in  me,  I  should 
g^ve  an  accoimt  of  my  stewardship.  When  I  took  charge  of 
our  affairs,  last  year,  I  found  our  financial  condition  to  be  as 
follows: 

Cash  balance  in  Banker's  hands $20. 15 

ASSETS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

Fourteen  Shares  Central  R.  R.  of  Georgia. 
Four  Shares  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia. 

BELONGING  TO  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

U.  S.   Currency  6  per  cent.   Pacific   R.   R. 

Bond $1,000.00 

Portland  and  Rochester  R.  R.  Co 500.00 

U.  S.  Registered  1867,  5-20  Bond 500.00 

Masonic  Fund,  contributed  by  the  Masons  of 

California  822 .04 

$1,822.04 
Our  indebtedness  stood  thus: 
To  Mr.  James  Sykes — Bill  for  Council  Ex- 
penses     $  53.50 

For  board  at  various  times  for  Miss  Cunning- 
ham, Maid,  Secretary  and  Friend 227.37 

To  Miss  Cunningham  for  Arrears  of  Salary. . .  601.91 

$882.78 

I  was  authorized  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  minutes,  by 
the  last  Council,  to  pay  off  these  obligations,  and  if  necessary. 
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to  sell  the  Stock  of  Georgia  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.,  in  order  to 
raise  the  funds.  This,  however,  I  was  advised  against  doing, 
by  Governor  Jenkins  of  Georgia,  who  most  kindly  offered, 
through  Surgeon-General  Barnes,  to  aid  the  Association  by  any 
means  in  its  power,  and  thought  the  moment  very  injudicious 
for  disposing  of  the  stock,  as  a  dividend  was  about  to  be  de- 
clared, and  it  was  increasing  in  value.  At  this  jtmcttM-e,  my  dear 
father  (in  whose  death  our  Association  has  lost  one  of  its  best 
and  most  active  friends,  and  I  the  precious  counsellor  and  guide 
of  my  life),  came  forward  with  a  contribution  of  one  thousand 
dollars  for  our  Endowment  Fund,  with  permission  to  use  it  for 
relievii^  ourselves  from  debt.  This  I  did,  and  after  paying  the 
aforementioned  bilk,  there  remained  only  a  balance  of  $137.37, 
together  with  interest  from  Georgia  bonds,  $55.75,  which  was  in 
Mr.  Cooke's  hands  when  he  failed,  and  of  which  I  still  hope  to 
recover  a  part,  if  not  all.  Having  been  authorized,  if  I  judged 
best,  by  the  last  Council,  to  draw  from  the  Treasurer's  hands  the 
Masonic  Fund  of  $822.04,  I  did  so  without  delay,  and  imme- 
diately invested  it  in  $700,  5-20,  Registered  Government  Bonds, 
the  cost  of  which  being  $813.75,  left  a  balance  in  my  hands  of 
$8.29. 

Mrs.  William  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  contributed  $100  to  our 
Endowment  Fund.  Mr.  Richard  Penistto,  also  of  Philadelphia, 
$100,  and  Miss  Mary  Fox,  of  Philadelphia,  $50. 

When  about  to  invest  these  sums  also  in  5-20  Government 
Bonds,  my  father  added  another  $100,  making  $1,100  contrib- 
uted by  him. 

Our  actual  investments  at  this  time  are  consequently  as 
follows: 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

United  States  Currency  6  per  cent.  Pacific 
R.  R.  Bond $1,000.00 

United  States  Registered,  5-20  Bond 500.00 

"  500.00 

"  100.00 

100.00 

Portland  and  Rochester  R.  R.  Coupon  Bond.      500.00 

United  States  Registered,  5-20  Bond 300.00 

"     50.00 

$3*050.00 
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ASSETS. 

Fourteen  Shares  Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of 

Georgia. 
Four  Shares  Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia. 

Regent  read  a  letter  from  the  ex-Regent  relating  to  her  final 
retirement. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Ladies'  Mt,  Vernon  Association  of  June,  1874. 

Ladies: — It  was  my  intention  as  well  as  my  duty  to  have  met 
you  at  this  time,  and  conformed  in  person  to  the  legal  requisi- 
tion accompanying  a  resignation  so  important  as  mine,  but 
Providence  does  not  permit 

I  am  at  present  not  only  unequal  to  such  a  journey,  but  the 
serious  state  of  my  health  requires  me,  instead  of  turning  my 
face  towards  the  "spot"  for  which,  since  1853,  I  have  lived, 
labored  and  almost  died,  to  seek  the  best  medical  skill,  with  the 
hope  of  prolonging,  if  possible,  a  life  yet  needed  to  finish  what  I 
began  so  many  long  years  ago.  One  more  duty  is  before  me — 
one  I  regard  as  important — ^though  circumstances  have  com- 
bined to  make  it  now  a  very  sad  one. 

It  would  have  been  a  pleasure  to  have  met,  once  more,  those 
who  have  labored  with  me  in  our  vineyard  from  the  "  early 
hour,"  though  now  their  numbers  are  so  few;  those  who  appre- 
ciated my  work;  its  motives,  its  sacrifices;  whether  they  were  of 
the  "early"  or  "eleventh"  hour  sister  laborers;  and  to  have 
taken  a  kindly  farewell  of  all  whose  hearts  have  been,  like  my 
own,  single  unto  their  patriotic  work — ^but  it  is  not  to  be. 

I  will  not  yet,  however,  utterly  resign  the  hope  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  reappear  among  you  some  day,  with  my  last  self- 
imposed  task  performed;  ready  to  say,  *' Now,  let  thy  servant 
depart  in  peace." 

But  in  parting,  I  feel  it  due  to  you  as  to  me;  to  the  responsi- 
bilities I  solemnly  assumed,  which  were  so  important  in  their 
results;  to  those  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves,  to  say  a  few 
words  as  to  those  responsibilities,  or  duties  laid  down  in  the 
beginning  of  our  work — not  to  be  lightly  regarded,  for  they  were 
pledges  to  future  generations  as  well  as  to  ours.  The  minds 
and  hearts  which  conceived  the  rescue  of  the  Home  of  Wash- 
ington; of  the  completion  of  a  worthy  "tribute*'  to  public  integ- 
rity, private  virtue;  an  expression  of  the  gratitude  due  and  felt 
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by  a  country  destined  to  act  such  an  important  part  in  the  drama 
of  the  world;  conceived  it  with  cUl  the  reverence  feh  in  older 
regions  for  the  resting  places  of  their  honored  dead;  where  only 
pious  hands  are  permitted  to  be  in  "  charge,"  so  as  to  have  them 
carried  down  to  admiring  ages  in  the  same  condition  as  when  left. 

Such  was  the  pledge  made  to  the  American  heart  when  an 
appeal  was  made  to  it  to  save  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Washing- 
ton, of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  from  all  changes^  whether  by 
law  or  desecration.  Suchy  to  the  last  owner  of  Mt.  Vernon,  ere  he 
was  willing  to  permit  it  to  pass  from  his  hands.  Such  to  the 
Legislature  of  his  mother  State,  ere  she  gave  us  legal  rights  over 
it.  Such  we  are  bound  to  keep.  Our  honor  is  concerned,  as 
well  as  our  intelligence  and  legal  obligations,  THe  mansion,  and 
the  grounds  around  it,  should  be  religiously  gfuarded  from 
changes — should  be  kept  as  Washington  left  them. 

Ladies,  the  Home  of  our  Washington  is  in  your  charge.  See 
to  it  that  you  keep  it  the  Home  of  Washington!  Let  no  irreverent 
hand  change  it;  no  vandal  hands  desecrate  with  the  fingers  of — 
progress!  Those  who  go  to  the  Home  in  which  he  lived  and 
died,  wish  to  see  in  what  he  lived  and  died!  Let  one  spot  in  this 
grand  country  of  ours  be  saved  from  "change!"  Upon  you 
rests  this  duty. 

When  the  Centennial  comes,  bringing  with  it  its  thousands 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  to  whom  the  Home  of  Washington 
will  be  the  place  of  places  in  our  country,  let  them  see  that, 
though  we  slay  our  forests,  remove  our  dead,  pull  down  our 
churches,  remove  from  home  to  home,  till  the  "hearthstone" 
seems  to  have  no  resting  place  in  America;  let  them  see  that  we 
do  know  how  to  care  for  the  Home  of  our  Herol     Farewell! 

Ladies,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  office  held — so  long  under 
another  name* — since  December  2d,  1853. 
Respectfully, 

ANN  PAMELA  CUNNINGHAM. 

June  1st,  1874. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  offered  resolutions  of  regret  upon  the 
death  of  Charles  Macalester,  Esq.,  so  long  the  friend  and  bene- 
factor of  the  Association,  as  follows: 

*  *'The  Southern  Matron." 

[5l 
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*'  Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Macalester,  of 
Philadelphia,  this  Association  has  lost  a  warm  friend,  a  firm 
advocate,  and  a  generous  benefactor. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  lament  his  demise,  and  tender 
to  his  bereaved  family  our  united  and  cordial  sympathy." 
Signed: 

Philoclea  E.  Eve,  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  William  Balfour,  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  David  Urquhart,  Louisiana. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Pickens,  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Letitia  Walker,  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Ann  L.  Hunt,  Missouri. 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Yulee,  Florida. 

Mrs.  N.  W.  Halsted,  New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Brooks,  New  York. 

Mrs.  H.  V.  Fitch,  Indiana. 

Mrs.  Emma  Ball,  Virginia. 

Mrs.  M.  T.  Barnes,  Dist.  Columbia. 

Miss  Emily  Harper,  Maryland. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Comegys,  Delaware. 

Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Wisconsin. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Famsworth,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Chase,  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  Maine. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  J.  Hudson,  Connecticut. 

Resolutions  imanimously  adopted  and  signed  by  Council, 
and  handed  to  Regent  as  a  most  inadequate  though  sincere 
expression  of  their  sympathy. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  read  a  paper  upon  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Cunningham,  the  mother  of  the  ex-Regent.  As  it  was  justly 
due  to  the  memory  of  this  lady  that  some  resolutions  should 
be  passed,  inasmuch  as  the  effort  for  the  purchase  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
so  nobly  carried  out  by  the  daughter,  emanated  from  the  mother, 
the  following  resolution  was  read : 

"Ladies: — It  seems  peculiarly  my  duty  to  announce  to  this 
body,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Louise  Cunningham,  on  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1873.  I  think  you  will  all  agree  with  me  that  it  is  appro- 
priate that  this  Council  should  offer  resolutions,  not  only  of 
condolence  to  our  late  Regent,  but  of  honor  to  the  dead,  from 
whose  imperfect  idea  came  this  our  beloved  Association.  I  say 
imperfect,  because  our  Association,  as  it  now  exists,  was  not  the 
suggestion  of  Mrs.  Cunningham.  She  proposed  that  the  ladies 
of  the  South  should  purchase  it,  and  present  it  to  the  State  of 
Virginia.    This  idea  was  worthy  of  all  praise,  and  it  was  in 
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furtherance  of  this  that  our  first  collections  were  made;  but  when 
with  outstretched  hands  the  Ladies  of  the  North,  claiming  an 
equal  interest  in  the  memory  of  our  common  father,  requested 
that  they  should  join,  and  make  it  a  common  work,  Miss  Cun- 
ningham, who  had  been  devoted  to  this  (so  far  as  its  purchase 
by  the  ladies  of  the  South,)  hearing  of  this  desire,  appealed  where 
she  knew  she  would  get  good  and  able  counsel,  and  I  am  happy 
here  to  state,  that  in  answer  to  this  appeal,  my  honored  uncle, 
J.  MacPherson  Berian,  (then,  I  think,  Senator  in  U.  S.  Con- 
gress,) proposed  the  plan  that  Miss  Cunningham  adopted. 

"  I  would  therefore  propose  that  a  resolution  be  framed,  ex- 
pressive of  the  sympathy  of  this  body  with  our  late  Regent  in 
her  grief  for  her  mother,  whose  memory  shall  be  held  sacred 
for  her  exceeding  love  and  veneration  for  our  illustrious  Wash- 
ington." 

Resolution  unanimously  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT,  NEW  JERSEY. 
Madame  L.  L.  M.  Berghmans,  Regent  of  the  Mt  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association. 
Madame: — The  Vice-Regent,  of  New  Jersey  most  respect- 
fully reports  that  during  the  last  fiscal  year  there  has  been  con- 
tributed by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for 
the  Mt  Vernon  Endowment  Fund,  $726,  which  is  now  deposited 
in  the  Newark  Savings  Bank,  at  7  per  cent,  interest;  several 
lodges  have  promised  to  contribute,  but  have  not  yet  responded 
to  our  general  appeal,  which  was  issued  December  last.  There 
has  also  been  subscribed  for  rebuilding  the  colonnades  and  paid 
in  $418;  also,  several  other  subscriptions  for  the  same  object 
not  paid. 

Donations  in  material  for  colonnades  have  been  for- 
warded to  Mt.  Vernon  frorti  New  York,  in  tin  for 
roof,  white  lead  and  mineral  paint $105.00 

New  Jersey,  in  nails  and  oil 40.00 

Received  in  material $145.00 

Received  in  cash $1,144.00 

Two  payments  of  $120  each  have  been  forwarded  to 
Col.  J.  McH.  HoUingsworth,  Superintendent  and 
Secretary,  for  lumber,  labor,  etc $240.00 

Leaving  a  balance  to  credit  for  colonnades  in  my 
hands  in  cash $178.00 

And  for  Masonic  Endowment  Fund 726.00 

Total  amount  in  my  hands $904.00 
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New  York  has  contributed 

in  cash  for  colonnades. 

.$191.00 

New  Jersey 

« 

.   167.00 

Pennsylvania 

tf 

.     20.00 

Maryland 

(( 

.     20.00 

Michigan 

.     10.00 

South  Carolina 

tt 

.     10.00 

$418.00 
New  York  has  also  contributed,  through  Mrs.  Fred. 
Hasbrouck,  a  bureau  owned  by  Washington  while 

at  headquarters  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  value $  25.00 

Col.  S.  D.  Hungerford,  Adams  Co.,  N.  Y.,  donated 

an  Ayrshire  cow,  value 300.00 

The  Rising  Sun  Lodge,  in  Adams,  donated  towards 

defraying  the  transportation  of  cow 12.50 

Arnold,  Constable  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  8  yards  table  linen.       7.20 

Mrs.  S.  McFadden,  a  gift  of  national  flag 28.00 

South  Carolina  has  contributed,  through  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Hartslene,   i   mahogany  chair,  $10;   i   silk  table 

cover,  $4;  paid  renovating  bureau,  $7.50 21 .50 

Phelps,  Doremus  &  Corbett,  N.  Y.,  camp  cot 3.50 

Uriah  Allen,  N.  J.,  donates  on  mattress 2.00 

$399.70 
Total  collection  from  all  sources  during  the  past 
fiscal  year $1,688.70 

Submitted  by  Mrs.  N.  W.  Halsted,  Vice-Regent  for  New 
Jersey,  and  proxy  for  New  York. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  read  a  set  of  resolutions  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  Vice- Regent,  which  were  referred  over. 

Minutes  of  Council  of  May,  1873,  ^^^d  by  Acting  Secretary  of 
Council. 

Regent  reported,  as  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee,  that 
she  and  Vice-Regent,  District  Columbia,  called  upon  Mr.  H.  D. 
Cooke  in  relation  to  U.  S.  Currency  6  per  cent  Pacific  Bond, 
and  ascertained  it  was  a  duly  registered  Government  Bond; 
this  statement  being  corroborated  by  Mr.  Corcoran,  it  was 
deemed  best  not  to  change  the  investment 

In  accordance  with  the  request  made  by  Regent  pro  tern.,  in 
her  Report  for  1873,  that  each  Vice-Regent  should  make  a 
report  to  Council  of  work  accomplished  in  her  State, 

The  Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  made  her  report  as  follows: 

$10  received  for  Endowment  Fund;  $20  for  restoring  of  col- 
onnades. 
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Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Virginia,  that  the  debt  of  $160,  incurred  by  the  ex-Regent,  and 
paid  by  the  Regent  pro  tent,,  under  threat  of  prosecution  against 
Association  from  ex-Gov.  Wells  of  Virginia,  in  exorbitant  pay- 
ment of  his  legal  opinion,  should  be  immediately  refunded. 
Passed.  >  •  ^  .' 

Vice-Regent,  District  Columbia,  made  her  yearly  report  as 
follows: 

Flowers  for  green-house,  Gen.  Babcock;  flag-staff,  loaned  by 
Gen.  Barnes;  sideboard,  once  the  property  of  Gen.  Washington, 
presented  by  Mrs.  Gen.  R.  E,  Lee;  articles  of  household  uses, 
constituting  2  quilts,  18  towels,  a  donation  from  Messrs.  Hool 
&  Mitchell,  Washington;  20  yards  matting,  donated  by  Mr. 
Moses,  furniture  warehouse,  Washington. 

Vice-R^ent,  Virginia,  made  her  yearly  report  as  follows: 
An  antique  bedstead,  Mrs.  Dr.  French,  Richmond,  Va.;  a 
pair  of  brass  fire-irons,  old  style.  Miss  Nichols;  a  set  of  dimity 
curtains,  Mrs.  Gen.  Bradley  Johnson;  a  small  antique  table;  a 
table,  once  belonging  to  Gen.  Washington,  presented  to  his 
head  gardener,  Mr.  Ellis;  a  pair  of  vases;  a  very  old  style  china 
saucer.  Miss  De  Lag^iel,  Alexandria;  proceeds  of  concert  given 
in  Alexandria,  $28.50,  Miss  De  Lagniel,  Alexandria. 

Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  made  her  yearly  report  as  follows: 
For  purchase  of  carpet  for  house  of  Superintendent  at  Mt. 
Vernon: 

From  Mr.  Eli  Whitney,  New  Haven $10.00 

"      Mrs.  Frank  Bacon,  St.  Louis 10.00 

"      Sam'l  Wm.  Johnson,  Stafford 10.00 

"      Wm.  Sam'l  Johnson,        "       2.80 

"      Read  Carpet  Company,  Bridgeport 11 .40 

$44.20 
Also,  that  Mr.  Henry  Famam,  of  New  Haven,  had  accepted 
the  position  of  Adviser  to  Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  and  Hon- 
orary Member  of  Association,  in  accordance  with  minutes  of 
last  Council,  allowing  each  Vice-Regent  to  appoint  such  an 
officer  in  her  State. 

Regent's  yearly  report  for  Pennsylvania,  as  follows: 

From  Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  for  Endowment 
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Fund,  $100;  from  Mr.  Richard  Penistan,  $100;  from  Mrs.  Mary 
Fox,  $50;  from  the  late  Mr.  Macalester,  $1,100. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  presented  a  table  cover  of  the  age  of 
the  Revolution,  the  work  of  an  ancestress;  also,  4  engravings. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Connecticut,  that  the  resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent 
should  keep  a  book  for  each  State,  wherein  to  record  all  the 
donations  from  such  States. 

At  7  P.  M.,  Council  adjourned  for  recess. 

8.30  P.  M.,  Council  assembled. 

Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  brought  in  his  ac- 
counts for  year  ending  June  ist,  1874.  Handed  over  to  Finance 
Committee  for  examination.  Reported  as  correct  by  Finance 
Committee. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
New  Jersey,  that  the  $1,000  given  by  Mr.  Macalester  last  June 
to  the  Endowment  Fund,  and  allowed  to  be  used  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pressing  debts,  be  immediately  paid  back  to  the  Endow- 
ment Fund.    Passed  unanimously. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Georgia,  that  a  farm  horse  should  be  purchased  for  Mt.  Vernon 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $200,  and  that  the  Resident  Secretary 
and  Superintendent  should  buy  the  horse.    Passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Georgia,  that  the  successor  of  Madame  Berghmans  as  Vice- 
Regent  of  Pennsylvania,  should  be  selected  by  herself,  and  that 
she  be  empowered  to  make  the  appointment    Passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Maryland,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
New  Jersey,  that  the  Regent  be  empowered  to  have  printed 
Certificates  of  Office  for  the  Vice-Regents,  with  proper  designs, 
and  to  send  the  same  to  each  Vice-Regent    Passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Maryland,  that  Miss  Quincy  of  Massachusetts  be  invited  by  the 
Regent  to  accept  the  Vice-Regency  of  Massachusetts;  and  if 
she  declines,  that  the  office  be  tendered  Mrs.  Prof.  Agassiz,  and 
that  the  Regent  be  empowered  to  appoint  the  nominee.    Passed. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Connecticut,  that  the  Regent  be  empowered  to  appoint  to  the 
Vice-Regency  of  Ohio,  Mrs.  Broadwell  of  Cincinnati.  The 
regent   is   also    empowered   to    nominate    a   Vice-Regent   for 
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Nevada.  The  Regent  is  also  empowered  to  nominate  a  Vice- 
Regent  for  Alabama. 

Vice-Regent  of  Virginia  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
with  the  view  to  the  collection  at  Mt  Vernon  of  a  library,  con- 
sisting exclusively  of  books  to  which  the  name,  character,  prin- 
ciples and  fame  of  Washington  have  given  rise,  without  regard 
to  the  nationality  or  language  of  their  authors. 

The  Vice-Regents  to  write  and  earnestly  request  all  authors, 
publishers  or  owners  of  such  books  to  present  a  copy  of  them  to 
Moimt  Vernon,  that  there  may  thus  be  collected  at  his  home 
and  place  of  burial  the  genius  and  talent  of  the  world  as  a  tribute 
to  his  intellectual  monument.      Accepted. 

The  Regent  proposed  that  the  Council  should  communicate 
to  the  ex-Regent  the  resolutions  upon  the  acceptance  of  her 
resignation,  the  appointment  of  her  successor  and  the  state  of 
the  finances;  knowing  that  she  will  feel  an  interest  in  the  acts  of 
the  Association,  of  which  she  has  so  long  been  so  active  and 
important  a  member.    Passed. 

At  II  P.  M.,  the  Regent  moved  an  adjournment  imtil  10 
A.  M.,  June  3d. 

June  3d,  1874,  Mount  Vernon  Council  opened  session  at  11 
A.  M.,  Regent  in  the  Chair. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Georgia,  that  the  council  should  hereafter  be  always  opened  with 
the  reading  of  some  text  from  Scripture,  and  "The  Lord's 
Prayer."    Passed. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution,  Vice-Regent,  Georgia, 
read  the  text  and  Prayer. 

The  Regent  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent,  Maryland, 
that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  passed  in  acknowledgment  of  the  loan 
of  a  flag-staff  for  Mt.  Vernon  from  Gen.  Barnes,  U.  S.  A.; 
and  Vice-Regent,  District  Columbia,  was  requested  to  com- 
mtmicate  the  vote  to  Gen.  Barnes.    Passed  unanimously. 

The  Regent  moved,  seconded  by  the  Vice-R^ent,  Connecti- 
cut, that  a  vote  of  thanks  should  be  tendered  Mr.  G.  W.  Childs 
for  his  generosity  in  publishing  the  Report  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  for  1873.     Passed. 

The  Regent  moved,  seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey, 
that  a  printed  formula  should  be  prepared,  whereby  to  acknowl- 
edge the  reception  of  gifts  to  the  Association,  and  the  Regent  to 
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affix  her  sigpnature  thereto,  as  also  the  Resident  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  when  the  gifts  are  sent  to  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  commission  for  Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent, 
Mount  Vernon,  was  renewed  and  sigpned  by  the  Regent  The 
Council  took  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to  Colonel  HoUings- 
worth  their  entire  satisfaction  in  his  care  and  supervision  of  the 
estate. 

The  Regent  proposed,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent,  Georgia, 
that  inasmuch  as  no  report  has  been  received  from  the  ex- 
Regent  in  regard  to  the  work  of  collecting  material  for  the 
History  of  Mount  Vernon,  which  was  to  have  been  performed 
before  the  2d  of  June,  1874,  all  consideration  of  this  matter  is 
referred  to  next  Council,  and  also  its  remuneration,  as  proposed 
in  minutes  of  last  Council.     Passed. 

Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Georgia,  that  the  next  Council  should  convene  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
upon  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  1875. 

Resolutions  of  thanks  passed  unanimously  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  legal  services  of  Col.  Charles  C.  Jones,  and  also  for 
gift  of  photographs  of  Mrs.  Martha  Washington.     Passed. 

No  report  having  been  received  from  the  Knights  Templar 
of  District  Columbia,  in  regard  to  the  Mausoleum  proposed  to 
be  built  over  the  grave  of  Washington,  no  action  could  be  taken. 

The  Council  ordered  read  the  act  of  Virginia  Legislature, 
which  made  Colonel  HolUngsworth,  Resident  Secretary  and 
Superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon  Association,  a  Conservator  of  the 
Peace.  "An  Act  to  constitute  the  Secretary  and  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  a  Conservator  of  the 
Peace,  for  the  limits  of  Mt.  Vernon  Estate.  Approved  January 
26,  1874." 

Council  desired  to  express  to  Virginia  Legislature,  their  deep 
appreciation  of  their  interest  in  the  case,  and  for  the  protection 
which  this  act  confers. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Maryland,  that  Vice-Regent,  Virginia,  and  Vice-Regent,  Con- 
necticut, be  made  a  Committee  to  see  to  the  proper  furnishing 
of  Superintendent's  house  at  Mt  Vernon.    Passed. 

Unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  Colonel  Hollingsworth  for  his 
handsome  gift  of  box  trees,  which  he  has  set  out  around  the 
Tomb  of  Washington. 
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Vice-Regent,  Virginia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent, 
Connecticut,  that  the  necessity  having  ceased  for  the  removing 
of  any  furniture  from  Mt.  Vernon,  for  convenience  of  ex- 
Regent,  the  resolution  allowing  such  removal  be  hereby  re- 
scinded.    Passed. 

Council  ordered  that  should  there  be  any  necessity  for  guard- 
ing any  part  of  premises  of  Mt  Vernon  by  a  fence,  the  Superin- 
tendent is  empowered  to  build  the  same. 

Mr.  Samuel  Barker,  of  New  Jersey,  proposed,  through  Mrs. 
Halsted,  to  place  a  concrete  pavement  at  Mt.  Vernon,  leading 
from  wharf  to  tomb,  free  of  all  expense,  save  the  transporting 
of  material  by  steamer  Arrow,  and  the  boarding  of  three  men  for 
three  days.     Unanimously  accepted.* 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  McFadden  for  presenting  the  first 
American  Flag  to  Mt  Vernon.    Unanimously  passed. 

Council  ordered  that  a  badge-pin  should  be  worn  by  the 
employees  of  Mt.  Vernon  while  upon  the  estate.  The  badge  to 
be  of  brass  or  German  silver,  with  Mt.  Vernon  thereon  inscribed. 

Vice-Regent,  District  of  Columbia,  asked  permission  to  pro- 
cure an  original  Love  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  an 
ancestress,  as  being  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  the  Auto- 
graphs of  the  Association. 

Committee  composed  of  Regent,  Vice-Regent,  Virginia,  and 
Vice-Regent,  District  of  Columbia,  to  see  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sewel, 
and  confer  with  him  upon  the  removal  of  remains  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Washington  to  Mt  Vernon. 

Coimcil  ordered  the  Vice-Regent,  Connecticut,  to  convey  the 
thanks  of  the  Association,  for  his  many  acts  of  kindness,  in  the 
conveying  of  freight  free  to  Mt.  Vernon  from  New  York  and 
other  points,  to  J.  W.  Thompson,  Esq.,  line  steamers  from  New 
York  to  Washington. 

Adjourned  at  2.20  P.  M.    Council  met  at  7.30  P.  M. 

Vice-Regent,  Georgia,  read  a  communication  relating  to  in- 
vestment of  $150,  made  by  the  ex-Regent  for  Association  during 
the  war,  April,  1863,  which  investment  having  been  made  in 
Confederate  Bonds,  during  the  war,  of  course  proved  worthless. 
Which  communication  was  placed  among  the  papers  of  the 
Association. 

*  This  was  never  done. — Secretary, 


i6  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1874. 

According  to  resolution  passed  that  the  safe  should  be  opened 
and  used  for  the  papers  of  Association;  the  safe  was  opened  (the 
key  being  found);  its  contents  were  examined  and  filed.  Ad- 
journed 

Council  met  at  11  A.  M.    Regent  presiding. 

By  order  of  Regent,  and  approved  by  Council,  that  the  absent 
Vice-Regents  shall  be  officially  informed,  through  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  Council  of  the  election  of  Madame  Berghmans 
as  Regent  of  Ladies'  Mt  Vernon  Association.  Vice-Regent, 
Georgia,  moved,  seconded  by  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey,  that 
the  $30  sent  by  Col.  Jones  of  Georgia  for  restoring  the  colon- 
nades, and  used  for  maintenance  of  Mt.  Vernon,  shall  now  be 
repaid  from  income  fund  to  Vice-Regent,  New  Jersey. 

Coimcil  deem  it  highly  desirable  to  restore  the  south  end 
portico,  and  direct  that  whenever  the  funds  of  the  Association 
wiU  allow  that  this  shall  be  done. 

At  12  M.,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1874,  the  Regent  announced  the 
Council  adjourned  over  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1875. 

SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON, 
Acting  Secretary  Council  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut. 
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Council  assembled  at  10  A.  M. 

Presiding,  Regent  Madame  Berghmans,  with  proxies  for 
Florida,  Tennessee  and  Ohio. 

Present,  Vice-Regents  Mrs.  Hunt,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Eve, 
Georgia,  with  proxy  for  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Con- 
necticut; Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware,  with  proxies  for  California 
and  Michigan;  Mrs.  Chase,  Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virgpinia;  Mrs.  Barry,  Illinois;  Miss 
Harper,  Maryland,  with  proxy  for  Mississippi;  Mrs.  Sweat, 
Maine,  with  proxies  for  Wisconsin,  New  Jersey,  and  Indiana; 
Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Coimcil  of  1874  were  read.  The  Regent 
then  read  her  report: 

Ladies: — I  deem  it  proper  before  proceeding  to  consider  the 
business  matters  that  are  now  before  us,  that  I  should  announce 
to  you,  as  I  do  with  feelings  of  sincere  r^^et,  the  death  of  our 
former  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham,  to  whom  our  Association 
owes  its  existence,  and  Mount  Vernon  its  preservation.  Although 
she  had  retired  from  her  official  connection  with  us,  she  never 
forgot  her  deep  interest  in  the  Association,  or  desire  for  its  wel- 
fare; and  almost  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  she  continued  to 
write  me  herself  (when  her  streng^  would  permit),  or  through 
others  when  only  able  to  dictate,  and  always  in  a  manner  that 
indicated  her  sincere  desire  for  the  success  of  the  cause  to  which 
she  had  devoted  her  life.  My  own  relations  with  her  were  always 
so  cordial  and  affectionate,  that  I  feel  I  have  lost  a  true  friend; 
and  it  will  always  be  to  me  a  most  pleasant  and  touching  remem- 
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brance,  that  she  selected  me  to  succeed  her  in  the  position  which 
her  failing  strength  admonished  her  she  could  not  longer  fill. 

In  again  gladly  greeting  you,  after  the  year's  separation,  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  you  a  satisfactory 
account  of  the  affairs  of  our  Association.  For  this  result  we 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  indebted  to  our  able  and  efficient  Super- 
intendent, Col.  HoUingsworth,  whose  untiring  energy,  judicious 
management  and  careful  economy  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. This  Report  will  give  so  detailed  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  year,  that  I  will  refer  you  to  it 
for  all  such  particulars.  Early  in  January,  Mr.  Moses  Kelly, 
who  had  been  by  direction  of  Council,  appointed  Treasurer  for 
the  Association,  notified  me  that  his  health  was  such  as  to  neces- 
sitate his  retiring  from  business,  and  he  begged  that  I  would 
relieve  him  of  the  charge  of  the  Mount  Vernon  securi- 
ties. I  then  appealed  to  our  former  Treasurer  and  good  friend, 
Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  to  resume  the  position,  which  he  kindly 
consented  to  do.  The  statements  of  the  investments  made  and 
interest  collected  will  be  appended  to  this  Report  Mr.  Riggs 
suggests  that  the  adoption  of  a  legal  seal  by  the  Association  will 
greatly  facilitate  all  business  arrangements,  especially  the  col- 
lecting of  interest  due  upon  our  Government  Securities. 

Of  the  vacancies  in  our  Board,  I  have  succeeded  in  filling  two, 
those  of  Nevada  and  Ohio.  The  Vice-Regency  of  the  former 
has  been  accepted  by  Mrs.  Senator  Jones,  and  the  latter  by 
Mrs.  Broadwell.  These  ladies  greatly  regret  not  being  able  to 
meet  with  us  at  this  time,  but  hope  to  be  present  next  year. 
The  Vice-Regents  from  Louisiana,  California,  North  Carolina, 
Michigan,  Florida,  Iowa,  Tennessee,  New  Jersey  and  Wisconsin, 
also  regret  their  inability  to  be  with  us,  but  have  almost  all 
designated  their  proxies.  Through  the  energy  and  persever- 
ance of  our  sister  of  New  Jersey,  aided  by  several  of  her  col- 
leagues, the  colonnades  have,  as  you  know,  been  restored,  and 
add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  mansion.  I  wish  I  could 
report  greater  progress  towards  securing  our  Endowment  Fund 
duing  the  past  year.  The  only  contributions  to  it  since  my  last 
Report,  have  been  the  very  generous  g^ft  of  six  hundred  dollars, 
sent  us  by  the  Managers  of  the  Martha  Washington  Tea  Party, 
given  in  Baltimore  on  the  22d  of  February,  and  which  we  owe 
to  the  influence  and  tact  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Maryland;  and 
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a  further  contribution  of  twenty  dollars  from  herself.  This 
money  has  been  invested  by  Mr.  Rigg^  in  Government  Secu- 
rities. 

I  have  again  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  Mr. 
George  W.  Childs,  of  Philadelphia,  who  published  gratuitously 
for  us  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  and  also  presented  us  with 
a  large  number  of  very  handsome  credential  cards,  which  we 
had  long  needed  for  the  Vice-R^ents,  but  had  not  been  able  to 
have  printed.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be 
passed  by  Council  to  the  Managers  of  the  Martha  Washington 
Tea  Party  of  Baltimore,  and  also  to  Mr.  Childs.  To  Mr.  Edwin 
L.  Stanton  also,  we  are  much  indebted  for  able  legal  advice, 
given  most  kindly  and  freely  whenever  required.  Many  of  you 
are  probably  aware  of  the  annoyances  to  which  we  were  sub- 
jected last  summer  from  the  opposition  boat,  the  "  Mary  Wash- 
ington" which  by  running  at  reduced  rates,  took  from  our  boat 
a  great  portion  of  the  travel.  Capt.  HoUingshead  and  Col. 
HoUingsworth  both  represented  to  me  the  impossibility  of  con- 
tinuing to  run  the  "  Arrow  "  at  the  price  originally  agreed  upon, 
viz.,  $1.50  the  round  trip,  and  begged  that  I  would  authorize 
a  reduction.  In  the  interim  of  Council  1  was  compelled  to 
decide  the  matter,  which  I  did,  after  taking  reliable  legal  advice, 
and  authorized  the  reduction  of  the  fare  to  $1,  which  had  the 
desired  result  of  soon  compelling  the  otiier  boat  to  withdraw 
from  the  contest  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  Council  will  ap- 
prove my  action  in  this  matter.  The  same  parties,  however, 
with  other  sympathizers,  then  attacked  us  before  the  Virginia 
Legislature  during  its  late  session,  endeavoring  to  obtain  an 
order  for  all  boats  on  the  Potomac  to  have  the  privilege  of  stop- 
ping at  the  Mount  Vernon  wharf,  which  being  our  own  prop- 
erty, we  claim  the  right  to  control;  a  right  which  is  of  vital 
moment  to  the  support  of  Mount  Vernon.  The  bill,  which  was 
desigpned  to  injure  us  so  deeply,  passed  the  House  of  Delegates, 
but  owing  to  the  energetic  opposition  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
to  Mount  Vernon,  aided  by  Judge  Ball  and  the  Vice-Regent  of 
West  Virginia  who  happily  chanced  to  be  in  Richmond  at  that 
time,  and  made  a  convincing  statement  of  the  rights  of  the  case 
before  the  Committee  to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred,  if  was 
defeated  by  a  large  majority. 

I  believe  these  are  the  only  matters  of  moment  that  have 
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occurred  since  our  last  meeting;  and  I  think  the  danger  we  have 
escaped,  of  a  loss  of  our  most  reliable  source  of  revenue,  should 
make  us  more  than  ever  sensible  of  the  absolute  necessity  for 
vigorous  action  in  endeavoring  to  secure  our  Endowment  Fund, 
and  thus  protect  our  Association  from  such  threatening  of  dis- 
aster in  the  future,  when  its  welfare  shall  have  passed  into  the 
hands  of  our  successors,  who  may  not  feel  for  it  the  loving  care 
and  anxiety  that  we  do,  who  have  labored  so  eamestiy  and  hope- 
fully to  fulfil  its  grand  purpose  of  preserving  the  Home  and 
Tomb  of  Washington. 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  BERGKUANS,  Regent. 

At  12  o'clock  the  Council  received  Governor  Kemper,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Lieut-Governor  Thomas,  and  the  Board  of  Visitors  from 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  accompanied  by  a  large  party  of  ladies 
and  gentiemen.  Speeches  were  made  by  the  Governor,  by  the 
Lieut-Governor,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Visitors; 
by  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee  and  by  Judge  Ould.  These  gentlemen 
expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  the  condition  of  the 
place,  and  congratulated  Council  upon  their  success  in  the  work 
accomplished. 

Council  met  again  at  6  P.  M.  Col  Hollingsworth  presented 
his  report  as  Superintendent;  read  by  Regent  and  accepted  by 
the  Council.  The  accounts,  vouchers,  etc.,  were  referred  to 
Finance  Committee.  The  Superintendent  presented  an  earnest 
request  that  means  should  be  supplied  for  restoring  the  barn, 
which  has  so  fallen  to  decay  as  to  be  unsafe  for  the  cattle  and 
unfit  to  shelter  the  hay  from  rains.  The  sum  needed  for  these 
repairs  is  $1,000.  After  discussing  this  matter.  Council  voted 
that  the  Regent  be  empowered  to  borrow  this  sum  from  the 
Treasurer,  in  order  that  the  season  may  be  taken  advantage  of 
for  the  work;  and  that  each  V.  R.  be  instructed  to  endeavor  to 
raise  fifty  dollars  in  her  own  State,  for  the  immediate  extinguish- 
ment of  this  debt. 

Reports  were  read  and  accepted  from  the  V.  R's  of  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey,  West  Virginia  and  Maryland,^  giving  ac- 
count of  work  done  in  those  States. 

From  the  report  of  the  V.  R.  for  New  Jersey,  it  appears  that 
the  sum  necessary  for  restoration  of  the  colonnades,  has  been 
raised  by  her  in  subscriptions  as  follows: 
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During  the  year  ending  June,  1874 $563.00 

During  the  year  ending  June,  1875 418.50 

For  restoring  porticoes  and  balustrade 202.00 

Gifts  of  mdse.,  ftuniture 308.00 

The  moneys  received  were  apportioned  thus:  New  Jersey, 
$321;  New  York,  $476.50;  Indiana,  $61.50;  Michigan,  $20.50. 
-  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Martha  Washington  Tea  Party,  at  Baltimore, 
for  their  generous  donation,  through!  the  V.  R.  of  Maryland,  of 
$600  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Childs,  of  Philadelphia, 
for  his  renewed  kindness  in  publishing  the  minutes  of  Council, 
and  also  for  the  handsome  credential  cards  presented  by  him. 

The  question  of  an  official  seal  was  taken  up,  and  it  was  voted 
that  the  Regent  be  empowered  to  provide  one  for  the  Associa- 
tion— the  design  to  be  a  vignette  of  the  East  Front  of  the  Man- 
sion, surrounded  with  the  words:  "  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Union." 

The  Vice-Regents  for  Georgia  and  Connecticut  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  purchase  metal  presentation  plates,  to  be 
attached  to  articles  presented  to  the  Association. 

A  tour  of  inspection  on  the  grounds  was  mafle  by  Council, 
attended  by  the  Superintendent  The  cattle,  a  herd  of  ten  head; 
the  gardens,  green-house  and  crops  were  all  in  excellent  order, 
and  the  young  peach  orchard  gives  promise  of  great  future 
value. 

The  Finance  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year  was  elected  as 
follows:  Regent,  Madame  Berghmans;  Vice-Regent,  Miss 
Harper,  Maryland;  Vice-Regent,  Mrs.  Chase,  Rhode  Island; 
Vice-Regent,  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  Columbia. 

On  Thursday,  June  3d,  Council  held  a  session  with  the  Board 
of  Visitors,  appointed  by  the  Virginia  Legislature.  Several  bus- 
iness matters  were  discussed  and  the  advice  of  the  Board  taken 
on  the  steamboat  question.  It  was  decided  to  continue  the 
reduced  rate  of  fare,  made  necessary  by  the  exposition  line  last 
winter,  in  spite  of  the  serious  injury  to  the  income  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  also  to  maintain  to  the  letter,  the  integrity  of  the 
contract  with  the  steamer  Arrow. 

After  the  retirement  of  the  Council  from  the  session,  the 
Board  of  Visitors  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

:6i 
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Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Visitors  desire  to  express  to  the 
Ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  their  thanks  for  the 
kind  and  agreeable  reception  g^ven  them,  and  beg  leave  to  renew 
their  testimony  to  the  good  management  of  the  Association  in 
the  work  so  full  of  interest  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  proposition  of  Mrs.  Mitchell,  V.  R.  of  Wisconsin,  to 
rebuild  two  of  the  entrance  gates  and  the  Lodges,  was  gratefully 
accepted  by  Council. 

Voted,  that  Judge  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 
be  requested  to  make  an  effort  in  behalf  of  Council  to  obtain  the 
guardianship  of  Washington's  Will,  if  it  is  to  be  removed  from 
its  present  custody. 

Resolutions  complimentary  to  the  former  Regent,  Miss  Cun- 
ningham, were  introduced  by  Mrs.  Barry,  of  Illinois,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Comegys,  of  Delaware.     Readi  and  passed  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Whereas  the  Council  of  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Union,  assembled  so  immediately  after  the  death  of 
Miss  A.  P.  Cunningham,  the  late,  as  the  first  Regent  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  whom  it  owes  the  first  inception  of  its  design;  whose 
judgment  organized,  and  whose  patriotic  ardor  inspired  and  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted  its  labors  in  behalf  of  a  grateful  country  in 
honor  of  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  place  upon  their  records,  their 
grateful  and  honoring  recogptiition  of  the  distinguished  services 
of  Miss  Cunningham  to  this  Association. 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  this  Council,  from  the  begin- 
ning associated  with  Miss  Cunningham,  recall  with  tenderness 
and  admiration,  the  energy  and  patriotism  with  which  she  in- 
spired their  arduous  and  often  discouraging  labors;  the  resolute 
spirit  with  which  she  triumphed  over  every  obstacle,  giving  her 
time  and  thought  with  unsparing  energy  to  this  her  life-work. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  satisfactory  examination  of 
Superintendent's  accounts. 

Voted,  that  each  of  the  Old  Thirteen  States  which  furnishes 
a  room  in  the  mansion,  be  permitted  to  place  its  c6at-of-arms 
over  the  door  of  such  room;  and  that  the  other  States  may  have 
their  coats-of-arms  hung  in  the  Martha  Washington  sitting-room. 

The  subject  of  aid  to  be  expected  in  connection  with  the  Cen- 
tennial Celebrations  was  brought  forward,  and  several  plans  pro- 
posed for  adoption  in  the  different  States.  The  project  of  get- 
ting up  celebrations  for  this  purpose  on  the  22A  of  February, 
1876,  was  favorably  considered. 
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The  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Council  was  discussed, 
and  it  was  determined  that  the  members  be  summoned  to 
assemble  at  6  P.  M.  on  the  *i6th  of  May,  1876,  on  board  steamer 
"  Arrow,"  which  will  be  at  Seventh  Street  Wharf,  Washington, 
to  convey  Council  to  Mount  Vernon. 

Voted,  that  the  "  Mount  Vernon  Records  "  now  on  hand  be, 
with  the  reservation  of  50  copies  of  each  number,  offered  for 
sale  at  the  house  at  10  cents  per  copy,  and  the  proceeds  appro- 
priated towards  rebuilding  the  bam. 

The  renewal  of  Col.  HoUingsworth's  commission  as  Superin- 
tendent was  unanimously  agreed  upon,  and  the  Regent  ap- 
pended her  signature  to  it  by  order  of  Council. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  which  had  continued  for  three  and 
a  half  days,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-Regents  assembled  present  to  the 
Regent  their  congratulations  upon  the  successful  meeting  of 
Council  just  held;  upon  the  cheering  prospects  of  the  Associa- 
tion; and  upon  the  return  of  their  old  friend,  Mr.  G.  W.  Riggs, 
to  the  position  of  Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  in  Council  desire 
to  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  improved  condition  of  the 
mansion  and  estate  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  their  sense  of  the 
careful  management  and  efficient  services  of  the  Superintendent, 
Col.  HoUingsworth. 

Passed  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

Council  adjourned  till  i6th  May,  1876. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  and  Permanent  Secretary  of  Council. 


REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION, 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May  17,  1876. 


Council  assembled  Wednesday,  Regent  presiding.    Present: 

Regent,  Mme.  Berghmans,  with  proxies  for  Maine,  Tennessee 
and  Wisconsin. 

Vice-Regents,  Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey,  with  proxies  for 
New  York  and  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware,  with 
proxies  for  Michigan,  California,  and  Arkansas;  Miss  Harper, 
Maryland;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Vir- 
ginia; Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Caro- 
lina; Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Barnes, 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  Virginia  Legislature  (Judge 
Thomas,  Chairman),  met  the  Council  in  consultation. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  was  examined,  and  various 
plans  discussed  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  estate;  the 
development  of  its  resources,  and  reduction,  if  possible,  of  its 
expenses. 

Adjourned. 

Council  met  again  at  4  P.  M. 

After  full  discussion  of  the  business  brought  before  the  Board 
of  Visitors,  Council  adjourned  and  the  members  of  the  Board 
left  Mt  Vernon  in  the  6  P.  M.  boat. 

Council  assembled  at  8  P.  M. 

Expediency  of  a  Centennial  celebration  at  Mt.  Vernon  dis- 
cussed, but  not  approved. 
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The  question  of  establishing  so-called  "  Ladies*  Aid  Soci- 
eties," for  the  Association  in  all  the  States,  as  has  been  already 
done  in  New  York,  was  discussed — decided  to  be  not  expedient. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  i8th. 

Council  met  at  10  A.  M. 

The  permanent  Secretary  being  necessarily  absent  from 
Council,  Mrs.  Washington,  Vice-Regent,  from  West  Virginia, 
was  elected  by  Council  Secretary  pro  tern. 

List  of  proxies  read,  also  several  letters  of  regret  from  Vice- 
Regents,  prevented  from  attending  Council. 

Mrs.  Halstead  (of  New  Jersey)  presented  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Brooks,  of  New  York,  tendering  her  resignation  of  the  office 
of  Vice-Regent,  made  necessary  by  her  prolonged  residence  in 
Europe,  but  expressing  her  continued  and  warm  interest  in  all 
the  objects  of  the  Association.  The  resignation  was  accepted 
with  expressions  of  general  regret  by  the  ladies  of  Council. 

The  Regent  read  her  report,  as  follows: 

Ladies: — In  cordially  greeting  you  again  at  Mount  Vernon, 
I  cannot  but  most  gratefully  reflect  that  during  the  past  year 
our  ranks  have  been  unbroken,  and  that,  whilst  regretting  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  many  valuable  members  of  our  Council, 
we  are  not  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  any  of  our  little 
band.  It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  also  that  I  can  announce  to 
you  a  revival  of  interest  in  regard  to  our  Association  in  various 
parts  of  our  country.  In  accordance  with  the  resolution,  passed 
by  the  last  Council,  I  urged  upon  the  different  Vice-Regents  the 
importance  of  getting  up  entertainments  for  the  benefit  of  the 
endowment  fund  in  the  different  States,  on  the  anniversary  of 
Washington's  birthday.  You  will  learn  from  the  reports  pre- 
sented by  the  Vice-Regents  of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  how  bril- 
liantly successful  were  the  entertainments  g^ven  in  Richmond 
and  Cincinnati  on  that  evening.  The  first  netted  $800,  and  the 
second  $2,160,  two  thousand  of  which  went  to  the  endowment 
fund,  and  the  balance  (according  to  the  request  of  the  Vice- 
Regent)  was  applied  to  some  much  needed  repairs  at  Mount 
Vernon.     Later  in  the  season  an  entertainment  was   held  in 
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Newark,  the  proceeds  of  which  were,  through  the  influence  of 
the  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey,  divided  between  the  Centennial 
and  the  Mount  Vernon  Endowment  Fund,  one  thousand  dollars 
having  generously  been  given  to  us.  From  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Michigan  one  himdred  dollars  has  been  received  for  the  endow- 
ment fund,  and  from  the  Vice-Regent  of  Indiana  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  One  hundred  dollars  was  also  given  to  me  for  the 
same  fund  by  Mrs.  Edgar  Thompson,  of  Philadelphia.  An 
active  interest  has  also  been  excited  in  New  York  in  behalf  of 
our  Association.  During  the  winter  Mr.  George  Wm.  Curtis 
called  upon  me,  at  the  instance  of  some  ladies  of  that  city  and 
State,  to  make  certain  inquiries  in  regard  to  our  necessities. 
Shortly  after,  several  of  these  ladies  wrote  to  me  expressing  the 
deepest  interest  in  our  Association,  and  a  willingness  to  assist  us 
in  collecting  money  for  the  repairs  that  were  essential  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  also  for  our  endowment  fund.  I  gratefully  ac- 
cepted this  generous  offer  of  assistance,  and  the  ladies  organ- 
ized themselves  into  a  Mount  Vernon  Aid  Society,  with  Mrs. 
Howard  Townsend,  of  Albany,  as  its  President.  A  letter 
received  from  its  Secretary,  Mrs.  Harrison,  a  day  or  two  since, 
announced  that  $1,000  had  been  made  by  two  amateur  operatic 
entertainments,  which  they  desired  to  have  appropriated  to  the 
necessary  repairs  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  that  they  were  very 
confident  of  being  able  to  raise  quite  a  large  sum  in  the  autumn 
for  our  endowment  fund.  I  hope  that  you  will  approve  of  my 
action  in  this  matter.  I  must  not  forget  also  to  make  grateful 
mention  of  the  contribution  of  $300  to  the  endowment  fimd  from 
the  Board  of  Brokers  in  New  York,  which  we  owe  to  the  per- 
sonal influence  and  appeal  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut 
You  will  remember  that  all  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council 
who  were  present  at  the  last  meeting  pledged  themselves  to 
raise  $50  in  their  respective  States  towards  paying  for  the  res- 
toration of  the  old  bam  built  by  General  Washington  and  that 
meanwhile  I  was  empowered  to  borrow  the  sum  necessary  for 
that  purpose  ($1,000)  from  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs. 
With  his  usual  kindness  Mr.  Riggs  immediately  consented  to 
advance  this  sum,  and  the  necessary  repairs  were  at  once  made 
under  the  direction  of  our  able  superintendent  in  a  most 
thorough  and  admirable  manner.  Up  to  this  time  the  following 
States  have  paid  their  quota  towards  the  cancelling  of  this  debt: 
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Maine   $5^ 

Connecticut   5^ 

Pennsylvania    50 

New  York 50 

New  Jersey S^ 

Michigan 50 

Wisconsin   5^ 

Maryland    50 

Virginia 50 

Kansas 5^ 

Nevada    5^ 

Ohio     75 

Indiana    50 

District  of  Columbia 50 

North  Carolina   30 

I  need  hardly  call  your  attention  to  the  great  improvement 
that  the  rebuilding  of  the  side  porch  of  the  Mansion  at  Mount 
Vernon  has  been  to  the  old  house.  The  funds  for  this  object 
were  collected  by  the  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey,  who  made 
it  her  especial  care.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
Jersey,  for  his  gratuitous  services  as  architect  The  rebuilding 
of  the  lodges  and  gates,  which  were  entirely  in  ruins,  has  been 
accomplished  through  the  energy  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Wis- 
consin, by  contributions  from  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools 
of  Wisconsin;  another  gate  was  rebuilt  by  the  children  of  S.  S. 
Merrill,  Esq.,  of  Milwaukee,  and  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  State 
was  presented  to  the  Association  by  the  Faculty  and  young 
lady  scholars  of  Milwaukee  College.  The  Vice-Regents  of 
Florida  and  Tennessee,  whilst  regretting  their  inability  to  meet 
with  us,  announce  that  they  have  made  some  small  collections 
in  their  States,  and  I  trust  the  amount  may  entirely  liquidate  the 
little  balance  yet  due  our  Treasurer  on  the  money  borrowed  for 
restoring  the  bam.  I  regret  to  report  the  resigpiation  of  two  of 
our  members,  within  the  past  year,  viz:  The  Vice-Regents  from 
New  Hampshire  and  from  Nevada. 

In  again  calling  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  renewed 
efforts  towards  the  increasing  of  our  Endowment  Fund,  I  ven- 
ture to  urge  upon  you  concerted  action  in  this  matter.  This 
centennial  year  has  revived  the  fires  of  patriotism  throughout 
the  land,  and  it  seems  specially  fitting  that  amidst  the  many  cher- 
ished memories  of  the  revolutionary  times,  veneration  for  the 
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"  Father  of  his  Country,"  and  the  desire  to  preserve  his  home 
and  tomb  should  be  particularly  prominent.  Mount  Vernon 
ought  to  be  revered  as  the  nation's  "  Mecca "  and  secured  by 
means  of  an  ample  Endowment  Fund  beyond  all  chance  of 
change  or  destruction.  This  is  our  duty,  and  I  have  no  fear 
that  we  will  not  accomplish  it. 

LILY  S.  MACALESTER  BERGHMANS,  Regent. 

Council  adjourned. 

Council  reassembled  at  4  P.  M. 

Rq)orts  from  the  following  Vice-Regents  read  and  approved: 

From  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reporting  the  raising  and 
forwarding  of  $50  for  repairs  on  bam,  also  the  procuring  a 
painting  of  the  coat-of-arms  of  Maine,  to  he  hung  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey,  giving  a  full  account 
of  work  done  in  that  State,  and  as  proxy  for  the  absent  Vice- 
Regent  of  New  York.  Many  contributions  of  money  and 
material  from  both  States. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  Ohio,  reporting  the  collection  of 
$75  for  repairs  on  bam,  $2,162  for  endowment  fund — ^the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  ball  given  on  the  22d  Febmary. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  Virginia,  reporting  the  receipt  of 
$50  for  rq)airs  on  bam,  and  $810  for  endowment  fund — ^the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  Colonial  ball  in  Richmond,  and  of  a  concert  at  Sweet 
Springs. 

From  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut,  reporting  the  raising  of 
means  to  furnish  the  west  parlor  as  the  "  Connecticut  room," 
by  some  ladies  of  Bridgeport,  and  of  $300  from  the  Board  of 
Brokers  in  New  York,  for  the  endowment  fund. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  Delaware,  reporting  the  raising  of 
generous  contributions  in  money  and  material  from  various  sec- 
tions of  her  State,  the  aggregate  to  be  reported  at  a  future  time. 

Vice-Regent  of  Maryland,  reporting  raising  of  $50  for  bam 
repairs,  and  presentation  of  antique  furniture  by  herself. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  District  of  Columbia,  reporting  the 
raising  of  $50,  in  Washington,  for  the  repairs  on  bam. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  South  Carolina,  reporting  that  ill- 
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ness  had  prevented  her  from  making  active  effort  in  her  State, 
and  also  that  financial  depression  there  would,  for  the  present 
at  least,  prevent  the  citizens  from  contributing. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia,  reporting  the  prospect  of 
uniting  with  South  Carolina  in  furnishing  a  room  with  ancient 
furniture. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  North  Carolina,  reporting  that  her 
efforts  met  with  much  sympathy  in  the  State,  but  that  the  poverty 
of  the  people  prevents  them  from  contributing  pecuniarily. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia,  reporting  the  raising 
of  $30  for  repairs  on  bam,  and  the  g^ft  of  Washington  relics  and 
ancient  furniture  by  herself. 

Adjourned. 

Council  reassembled  at  8  P.  M. 

Question  discussed  of  filling  vacancies  in  Vice-Regencies  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Howard  Townsend  of 
Albany,  New  York,  was  nominated  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Brooks.    Unanimously  confirmed. 

No  decided  action  taken  upon  the  vacancy  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Regent  proposed  for  consideration  the  question  of  apply- 
ing to  Congress  for  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Endowment 
Fund — application  to  be  made  during  the  coming  session  of 
Congress.    Unanimously  approved. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Judge  Ball,  of  Virginia,  was  passed  for 
his  gift  to  the  Association  of  General  Washington's  compass 
and  tripod. 

Also  to  the  Board  of  Brokers  in  New  York  city  for  their  con- 
tribution of  $300  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Adjourned. 

Friday  19th,  Council  met  at  11  A.  M. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Association  were  brought  under 
consideration,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance  went  into  execu- 
tive session  to  examine  the  Superintendent's  accounts,  vouchers, 
etc.,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  reported  that  she  had,  after 
consulting  with  the  Vice-Regent  of  North  Carolina,  in  accord- 
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ance  with  the  requirements  of  late  Regent's  will  and  resolution 
of  Council,  passed  in  May,  1875,  decided  to  meet  the  Vice- 
Regent  of  North  Carolina  on  the  ist  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  papers  of  the  late  Regent.  Upon  consultation 
they  had  decided  that  all  documents  pertaining  to  the  business 
of  the  Association,  should,  after  examination,  be  turned  over  to 
Council,  and  all  private  papers  should  be  sent  to  the  family  of 
the  late  Regent    Approved  by  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey  moved  that  the  two  ladies 
thus  entrusted  with  authority  under  the  late  Regent's  will,  for 
this  important  work,  be  authorized  to  spend  at  Mount  Vernon 
the  time  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  trust,  and  report  result  to 
next  Council.     Unanimously  approved. 

Adjourned. 

Council  assembled  at  3  P.  M. 

Regent  offered  resolution  that  Mr.  Clarkson  N.  Potter,  of 
New  York,  be  made  member  of  Advisory  Committee  in  place 
of  General  Barnes,  resigned.    Approved  and  confirmed. 

Question  of  filling  vacant  Vice-Regencies  in  Louisiana  and 
Alabama — discussed  and  put  over  for  future  consideration. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Riggs,  Treasurer  of  the  Association, 
was  read  and  approved,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to  Mr. 
Riggs  for  his  efficient  and  generous  services  to  the  Association. 
Also  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Fredericks,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
presentation  of  a  seal  to  the  Association. 

Also  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Colonel  HoUingsworth  for  his  faith- 
ful and  efficient  performance  of  the  duties  of  Superintendent. 

Council  acknowledged  receipt  from  the  Vice-Regents  of  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  Maine,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin 
— of  the  coats-of-arms  of  their  respective  States  to  be  placed  in 
the  Mansion  House  as  directed  by  Council  of  1875. 

Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia  moved  that  next  meeting  of 
Council  be  held  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
May,  1877.    Unanimously  approved. 

Council  unanimously  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Regent 
for  her  official  services  to  the  Association,  and  for  the  energy 
and  discretion  with  which  she  has  administered  its  affairs. 
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Also  to  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia  for  her  services  as 
Secretary  pro  tern,  for  Council. 

Council  adjourned  at  5  P.  M.,  May  19th. 

(Signed)  ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 

Note, — Since  the  adjournment  of  Council  the  sum  of  $312.30  has  heen 
received  from  the  Vice-Regent  of  Florida,  $$0  of  which  was  appropriated  to 
the  bam  fund,  and  the  remainder  to  the  endowment.  The  Vice-Regent  of 
Kentucky  has  also  forwarded  $273,  of  which  $$0  was  appropriated  to  the 
bam  fund,  and  the  rest  to  the  endowment  fund. 
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Council  assembled  on  Tuesday,  at  10  A.  M.,  Regent  presiding. 
Present: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs-  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  proxy  for  Kansas; 
Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  proxy  for  Florida;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Con- 
necticut; Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware;  proxies  for  California,  North 
Carolina,  Indiana;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  proxies  for  Wisconsin, 
Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  proxy  for  West  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

After  the  assembling  of  Council  and  the  transaction  of  the 
usual  preliminary  business,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed: 

Whereas,  This  Council  assembles  immediately  after  the  de- 
cease of  Mrs.  Mary  Hamilton  Schuyler,  the  first  Vice-Regent 
representing  New  York  in  this  Association; 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  place  upon  its  record  its  grateful 
recognition  of  the  long  and  faithful  services  of  Mrs.  Schuyler  to 
this  Association,  and  its  sincere  regret  that  death  has  closed  so 
valuable  a  life. 

The  Regent's  Report  was  then  read  and  approved.  In  it,  she 
congratulates  Council  upon  the  happy  influence  of  the  centennial 
year  in  awakening  renewed  interest  in  Mount  Vernon,  and  upon 
the  consequent  increase  of  revenue  for  the  year,  resulting  from 
the  large  number  of  visitors  to  the  place  during  the  summer 
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and  autumn  months  of  1876.  Also,  upon  the  accession  to  the 
endowment  fund  through  the  earnings  of  the  past  year,  and 
above  all,  from  the  generous  contributions  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  reported  by  the  Vice-Regent  of  that  State,  Mrs. 
Townsend.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  giving  the 
sum  of  this  accession,  inspires  the  hope  that,  before  a  very  long 
time,  the  Association  may  acquire  the  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  needed  to  assure  to  Mount  Vernon  a  future  beyond 
chance  or  peril. 

The  Regent  then  placed  before  Council  the  very  important 
questions  connected  with  the  making  of  a  new  steamboat  contract 
by  the  Association,  the  present  contract  coming  to  an  end  before 
the  next  Council. 

Immediate  precedence  was  given  to  these  questions  during 
Council,  and  proposals  from  five  different  contractors  were 
received  and  examined.  Several  of  the  gentlemen  entering  pro- 
posals were  received  by  Council,  and  made  personal  explana- 
tions in  regard  to  the  terms  offered  by  them. 

The  whole  question  of  the  steamboat  contract  was  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  with  instructions  to  obtain  all  pos- 
sible information  concerning  the  comparative  value  of  iron  and 
wooden  steamers  in  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  and  upon 
all  points  necessary  to  the  formation  of  an  advantageous  con- 
tract 

A  proposition  was  made  to  the  Association  by  Mr.  Burke,  as 
agent  of  the  John  A.  Washington  heirs,  to  sell  to  the  Association 
three  lots  of  land  contiguous  to  the  Mount  Vernon  estate  as  now 
held  by  the  Association,  and  originally  a  part  of  General  Wash- 
ington's estate.  The  Council  replied  that,  although  the  propo- 
sition was,  in  some  respects,  tempting,  the  Association  does  not 
regard  itself  as  able  to  purchase  land,  since  every  dollar  not 
needed  in  actual  expenditure  for  the  preservation  of  the  place,  is 
invested  in  Government  securities  for  the  endowment  fund. 

On  the  second  day  of  Council,  the  usual  visit  was  received 
from  the  Virginia  Board  of  Visitors,  and  the  usual  civilities  were 
exchanged.  The  Board  was  represented  by  Judge  Thomas, 
Chairman,  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee  and  J.  M.  Forbes,  Esq. 

These  gentlemen  expressed  their  personal,  as  well  as  official, 
interest  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  Association,  and  their 
satisfaction  at  the  success  which  has  attended  the  steady  efforts 
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of  the  Vice-Regents  for  the  restoration  and  preservation  of 
Mount  Vernon, 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Famsworth  of  Michigan,  was  read  con- 
taining her  resignation  of  the  Vice-Regency  on  account  of 
domestic  affliction  and  impaired  health.  The  ladies  expressed 
their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  of  Mrs.  Famsworth  from  the  Board 
of  Vice-Regents,  of  which  she  had  been  a  member  since  the 
early  days  of  the  Association,  and  her  resignation  was  accepted 
with  great  regret. 

Reports  were  read  and  accepted  from  the  Vice-Regents  of 
those  States  in  which  any  active  effort  had  been  made  within 
the  past  year,  as  follows:  New  York,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Maryland,  Delaware,  Virginia. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  New  York  reported  "  the  entire  offer- 
ing of  the  State  of  New  York,  ten  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($10,939.50)."  Of  this  amount, 
$3,900  were  contributed  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Aid  Society  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  of  which  Mrs.  Algernon  Sulfivan,  Mrs. 
Burton  Harrison  and  Mrs.  Withers  were  the  zealous  and  efficient 
officers.  She  also  reported  obtaining  an  autograph  letter  from 
General  Washington  to  Governor  Trumbull. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut  reported  the  coat-of-arms  of 
her  State,  emblazoned  and  presented  by  Miss  S.  C.  Woolsey; 
one  piece  straw  matting  for  floors  of  mansion,  writing-desk  and 
portfolio  for  use  of  Council;  antique  furniture  for  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton's parlor,  from  the  "  Bridgeport  Mount  Vernon  Aid  So- 
ciety;" ancient  cresset  from  Miss  Linsey  of  Stratford. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Delaware  reported,  that  by  the  contri- 
butions of  her  fellow-citizens  she  had  been  enabled  to  furnish 
the  chamber  allotted  to  Delaware.  A  surplus  of  fifty  dollars 
from  this  contribution  she  has  had  added  to  the  endowment 
fund. 

Also  one  of  the  original  medals  struck  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment in  honor  of  Admiral  Vernon  (for  whom  the  estate  of  Mount 
Vernon  was  named),  to  commemorate  his  capture  of  Porto 
Bello  in  1739.  This  medal  was  found  buried  deep  in  the  garden 
of  Mr.  Elias  T.  Reed  of  Dover,  and  by  him  presented  to  the 
Association. 

Also  a  needle-book  used  by  General  Washington  at  Valley 
Forge.    Mrs.  Washington  gave  it  to  Mrs.  Commodore  Barry, 
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she  gave  it  to  Deborah  Adams,  and  she  to  Mrs.  George  Plitt  of 
Philadelphia,  who  presents  it  to  the  Association. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reported  that  she  Jiad  raised 
by  means  of  dollar  subscriptions  for  the  endowment  fund,  $103. 
From  Mrs.  William  George  Read,  President  of  the  Woman's 
Maryland  Centennial  Committee,  $250. 

Also  old  furniture  collected  by  Mrs.  Edgerton  of  Baltimore, 
as  follows: 

A  mahogany  and  gilt  bureau. 

A  mahogany  bedstead. 

Also  a  hair  mattress  and  carpet 

Also  the  g^ft  of  an  old  style  counterpane  and  chintz  bed  cur- 
tains. 

From  Governor  John  Lee  Carroll,  an  old-fashioned  wash- 
stand. 

From  R.  G.  Harper  Carroll,  an  old-fashioned  chair. 

From  Mrs.  W.  C.  Pennington,  a  mahogany  chair. 

Also  from  herself,  a  mirror  one  hundred  years  old,  and  a  pier- 
table  and  bed-steps,  all  ancient 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  reported  the  presentation  by 
Governor  Bedle,  of  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  State,  handsomely 
painted  and  mounted. 

From  "  A  friend  of  Mount  Vernon,"  $3. 

From  sale  of  Centennial  china,  $11.56. 

Amount  of  funds  on  deposit  $1,151.65. 

Of  this  she  has  forwarded  to  Mr.  Riggs,  Treasurer,  for  the 
endowment  fund,  $1,151.65. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virgpinia  reported  the  gift  of  an  Ax- 
minster  carpet  for  Washington's  chamber,  from  Virginia  ladies 
residing  in  New  York. 

An  old  style  counterpane  for  Washington's  bed. 

General  G.  W.  Custis  Lee  has  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
Association  to  be  placed  in  Washington's  room  the  following 
relics: 

The  bedstead  on  which  Washington  died. 

A  mirror  with  ornamented  gilt  frame. 

A  pair  of  gilt  brackets. 

A  large  mahogany  book-case,  including  a  secretary. 

These  articles  were  the  property  of  Washington. 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  forwarded  during  the  year  the 
sum  of  $312. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky  the  sum  of  $228.25. 

.From  the  Superintendent's  report  it  appears  that  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  of  the  Centennial  year,  there  was  a 
great  influx  of  visitors  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  although  the 
increase  in  necessary  expenses  was  great,  yet  the  net  earnings 
of  the  place  enabled  him  to  remit  to  the  Treasurer  about  $9,000 
for  the  endowment  fund.  This  renewed  interest  in  the  home  of 
Washington  brought  some  thirteen  thousand  visitors  to  the 
place  in  the  month  of  October,  in  which  Centennial  travel 
reached  its  height.  Of  course  such  an  event  cannot  be  again 
looked  for;  and  in  estimating  its  pecuniary  results  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, it  must  be  offset  by  the  fact  that  from  the  loth  of  Decem- 
ber to  the  8th  of  February  the  river  was  frozen  over  and  not  a 
single  visitor  arrived  by  water.  In  this  month  of  October  also, 
a  severe  misfortune  occurred,  in  a  storm  which  almost  destroyed 
the  wharf  and  ruined  the  road  to  the  tomb.  The  expenditure 
was  also  necessarily  increased  by  the  demand  for  extra  watch- 
men and  waiters  when  so  large  a  crowd  of  people  had  to  be 
cared  for.  By  means  of  this  extra  force  all  serious  depredation 
and  injury  were  prevented. 

The  keeping  of  the  lunch  table  has  been  found  so  gjeat  a 
convenience  for  travelers  that  it  deserves  especial  mention  as  a 
moderate  source  of  revenue. 

The  Superintendent  regrets  to  mention  a  trespass  more  seri- 
ous than  the  pilfering  of  portable  articles,  from  which  there  is 
occasional  loss,  in  the  deliberate  entrance  upon  the  grounds  of 
a  party  of  people  who  forced  their  way  against  the  protest  of  the 
servants  on  the  place,  and  succeeded  in  photogfraphing  some  of 
the  favorite  views,  already  photographed  by  the  agents  of  the 
Association,  and  of  course  the  property  of  the  Association.  The 
sale  of  photogpraphs  thus  procured  has  seriously  interfered  with 
the  sales  at  Mount  Vernon;  the  parties  have  been  sued  in  the 
courts  of  law,  where  it  is  hoped  the  matter  will  soon  be  adjusted 
and  the  rights  of  the  Association  maintained.  (As  some  of  the 
parties  implicated  are  neighbors  of  Mount  Vernon,  the  Council 
refrains  from  publishing  their  names.) 

The  condition  of  the  farm  and  gardens  is  highly  satisfactory. 
There  are  eighteen  acres  of  orchard  just  coming  into  full  bear- 
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ing.  There  are  peaches,  nectarines,  plums,  apples,  cherries  and 
apricots  from  which  a  rich  reward  for  the  past  labor  bestowed 
upon  them  may  be  expected.  Four  acres  are  devoted  to  a 
kitchen  garden,  and  the  vegetables  bring  a  good  price  in  the 
Washington  market. 

As  questions  are  often  asked  by  the  public  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  and  management  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, it  may  be  well  to  state  that  at  present  there  are  under 
cultivation  as  follows: 

Ten  acres  in  hay. 

Seven  acres  in  rye. 

Nine  acres  in  oats. 

One  acre  in  potatoes. 

Four  as  garden. 

Eighteen  as  orchard. 

This  leaves  ten  acres  as  lawn,  fifty  as  woodland,  and  ninety- 
one  as  pasturage. 

Fever  and  ag^e  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  among  the  em- 
ployes on  the  place;  something  of  this  great  trouble  may  be 
reduced  by  a  more  thorough  system  of  drainage,  as  soon  as  the 
Association  is  able  to  undertake  the  necessary  expense.  A 
slight  improvement  in  this  respect  has  been  made  during  the 
year. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  presented  his  report, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  Association  is  possessed  of  $15,- 
050,  invested  in  United  States  securities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
endowment  fund;  and  of  about  nineteen  hundred  dollars  reserved 
as  a  fund  for  contingent  expenses.  This  sum  is  exclusive  of  the 
amount  raised  for  the  endowment  fund  by  New  York,  as  that 
has  not  yet  been  transferred  for  reinvestment. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  the  ladies  of  the  Council  to  be  able  to 
chronicle  so  g^eat  an  increase  of  interest  in  the  Association,  and 
continued  manifestation  of  confidence  in  their  management  of 
the  trust  confided  to  them  by  the  country.  Especially  grateful 
to  them  is  the  fact  that  this  interest  and  this  trust  assume  year 
by  year  a  more  widely  national  character,  and  give  even  greater 
value  to  Mount  Vernon  as  a  spot  where  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  feel  a  common  interest  and  a  common  pride. 
Alike  from  the  munificent  gift  of  the  great  State  of  New  York, 
and  from  the  smaller  contributions  of  the  less  wealthy  States, 
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the  living  interest  of  the  country  in  the  work  of  the  Association 
may  be  inferred.  These  indications  that  old-fashioned  patri- 
otism is  not  dead  in  the  land,  and  that  Washington's  is  still  the 
name  that  the  nation  delighteth  to  honor,  are  acknowledged 
with  grateful  satisfaction  by  the  Council  of  1877. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  and  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 

OP  THE 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 


Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  June  nth,  1878.  Council  assembled 
on  Tuesday,  at  12  M.,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-R^ent  of  Maine,  Acting 
Regent,  presiding. 

Present,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Acting  Regent,  Maine;  with  proxies  for 
Ohio  and  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs. 
Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  with  proxies 
for  Kansas  and  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York; 
Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Miss  Harper,  Maryland,  with  proxy  for 
Georgia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Barry,  Illinois; 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut;  with  proxies  for  Tennessee  and 
Indiana;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

Mrs.  Famsworth,  ex-Vice-Regent  of  Michigan,  was  also 
present  upon  invitation  of  Council. 

Council  opened  with  the  usual  formalities,  and  after  the  reading 
of  the  minutes  of  the  last  Council,  theJ  Acting  Regent  presented 
her  report,  of  which  the  following  summary  will  give  the  prin- 
cipal facts: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  called  by  the 
Regent  previous  to  her  departure  for  Eiwope,  and  held  in  New 
York  on  the  2d  of  October,  1877,  the  Regent,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Committee,  appointed  Mrs.  Sweat  Acting  Regent  during 
her  own  absence.  In  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office,  Mrs. 
Sweat  has  found  ample  reason  for  congratulating  Council  upon 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Association.  The  steamboat 
question,  which  was  of  the  highest  importance  in  all  its  bearing^ 
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upon  the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon,  has  been  settled  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner  by  the  consimimation  of  a  contract  with  L. 
L.  Blake,  Esq.,  for  the  term  of  five  years.  A  new  steamboat  is 
being  built  by  Major  Blake  expressly  for  this  route,  and  is  to 
bear  the  name  of  Mr.  Corcoran,  the  old  and  constant  friend  of 
the  Association. 

The  Endowment  Fund  is  also  in  an  encouraging  condition. 
The  liberal  contribution  from  the  State  of  New  York  last  year 
has  resulted  in  adding  $10,000  worth  of  4^  per  cent.  Government 
securities  to  the  fund,  which  amounts  now  to  $28,000.  A 
further  gift  of  $2,100  has  just  been  made  by  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  New  York  City,  making  in  all  as  the  con- 
tribution of  that  city,  the  handsome  sum  of  $6,000. 

The  year  has  been  quietly  prosperous  and  brought  many 
acquisitions  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  efforts  of  the  Vice-Regents  in  several  parts  of  the  country 
have  awakened  renewed  interest  and  brought  about  promising 
results. 

In  accordance  with  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Vice-Regents  that 
nothing  shall  be  omitted  by  which  they  can  manifest  their  sense 
of  the  sacredness  of  their  trust,  a  complete  system  of  Burglar 
Alarm  Telegraph  has  been  put  into  operation  for  the  protection 
of  the  tomb. 

The  report  sums  up  the  financial  condition  of  the  Association, 
in  concise  but  satisfactory  terms  as  "  entire  freedom  from  debt 
and  a  steadily  improving  property." 

The  resignations  of  Mrs.  Cutts  of  Vermont,  and  Mrs.  Scott  of 
Arkansas,  were  accepted. 

The  appointment  of  Mrs.  J.  Gregory  Smith  as  Vice-Regent  for 
Vermont,  was  confirmed. 

By  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  it  appears  that  fourteen 
thousand  persons  visited  Mount  Vernon  during  the  thirteen 
months  intervening  between  the  Council  of  1877  ^^^  ^hat  of  1878. 
With  an  increase  of  visitors  comes  gradual  increase  of  income, 
and  the  hope  that  ere  long  the  receipts  from  this  source  may  be 
sufficient  to  meet  the  necessarily  heavy  expense  of  keeping  up 
such  a  place.  When  this  result  is  attained,  all  the  interest  of 
investments  will  be  applied  to  increasing  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Among  the  acquisitions  of  the  past  year  are  a  pair  of  service- 
able horses  and  a  heavy  draught  wagon,  both  much  needed  on 
the  place. 
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New  and  substantial  cobble-stone  gutters  have  replaced  the 
old  and  inadequate  drainage  of  the  road  from  the  Tomb  to  the 
Mansion;  the  road  is  better  protected  than  ever  before  from  the 
effect  of  heavy  rains,  which  make  such  havoc  in  the  Virginia 
soil. 

The  Superintendent  reports  that  there  is  a  decided  diminution 
in  the  damage  done  by  relic-hunters  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  that 
only  one  actual  depredation  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

He  commends  the  fidelity  and  good  spirit  with  which  the 
employes  of  the  Association  discharge  their  duties,  and  con- 
cludes his  report  with  an  asstuance  of  his  own  deep  and  increas- 
ing interest  in  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  noble  work  of  preserving 
the  Home  of  Washington  from  decay  and  neglect. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasiu-er,  Mr.  Riggs,  it  appears  that 
he  has  purchased  $10,000  of  U.  S.  Grovemment  Bonds  (4^  per 
cent)  for  the  Endowment  Fund.  These  bonds,  though  requir- 
ing a  premium  and  paying  a  low  rate  of  interest,  are  regarded  as 
the  safest  investment  which  can  be  made  for  the  Association. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  at  the  making  up  of  the 
account  is  $524.13. 

The  Acting  Regent  laid  before  Council  a  proposition  from  Mr. 
Andrews,  artist,  from  Ohio,  to  paint  a  full  length  portrait  of 
Mrs.  Washington,  to  be  placed  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  price 
asked  for  the  picture  is  $2,000,  and  a  relative  of  the  artist  is 
willing  to  guarantee  $500  of  the  required  sum.  Council  requested 
the  Acting  Regent  to  reply,  that  much  as  such  a  possession  was 
desired  by  the  Association,  it  had  no  funds  by  which  such  a 
purchase  can  be  made. 

Various  repairs  upon  the  premises,  many  of  which  had  been 
postponed  for  want  of  funds,  were  decided  upon  by  the  Council. 
First  among  these  is  the  thorough  restoration  of  the  Tomb, 
which  has  suffered  injury  from  the  action  of  the  weather,  and 
requires  a  great  deal  of  cementing  and  relaying  of  bricks  and 
stone.  This  is  to  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  change 
the  original  appearance  of  the  tomb. 

The  furnace  and  boiler  of  the  green-house  being  worn  out, 
are  to  be  replaced  with  larger  and  better  ones,  the  preservation 
of  the  plants  during  the  winter  being  important  as  ^  source  of 
income. 

The  brick  floor  of  the  old  kitchen,  now  used  as  a  lunch  room, 
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and  always  an  interesting  spot  to  visitors,  is  to  be  relaid  in 
cement  to  avoid  dampness,  which  has  hitherto  been  troublesome. 

The  roof  of  the  mansion  is  to  be  repainted  with  the  best  fire- 
proof paint,  and  three  first-class  fire  extinguishers  are  to  be  pur- 
chased in  order  to  still  further  protect  the  premises  from  injury 
by  fire. 

Arrangements  have  been  beg^n  for  supplying  the  public  with 
more  attractive  photographs  of  Mount  Vernon,  which  will  soon 
be  placed  on  sale  at  the  Mansion  and  on  board  the  boat. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Illinois  was  authorized  to  raise  funds  in 
her  own  State  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  Deer  Park  to  its 
condition  under  General  Washington.  This  is  a  restoration 
much  to  be  desired,  and  about  which  much  interest  is  expressed 
by  visitors  to  Mount  Vernon. 

A  new  and  improved  edition  of  Miss  Johnson's  Guide  Book 
is  soon  to  be  issued,  and  a  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  its 
exclusive  sale  upon  the  premises  and  boat. 

It  was  also  voted  that  a  neat  and  simple  uniform  be  provided 
for  the  hands  on  the  place;  said  uniform  to  consist  of  a  navy 
blue  flannel  blouse,  leather  belt  and  brass  buckle,  and  a  black 
hat  with  a  blue  band  marked  "  Mount  Vernon  "  in  gilt  letters. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  voted  to  the  Legislature 
of  New  York,  for  the  gift  of  the  coat-of-arms  of  that  State;  to 
the  Vice-Regent  of  Indiana  for  coat-of-arms  of  that  State;  to 
Mr.  Sweat  of  Maine,  for  preparation  of  steamboat  contract  and 
other  services;  to  Mr.  Davis  for  legal  services  rendered  to 
Council. 

On  Friday,  June  12th,  the  Council  received  the  usual  annual 
visit  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 
They  were  accompanied  by  Grov.  Holliday  of  Virginia,  and  Gov. 
Mathews  of  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Corcoran  and  Judge  Ball  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  were  also  present.  The  usual  cour- 
tesies were  exchanged  and  interesting  speeches  made  by  Gen. 
Fitz  Hugh  Lee  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  by  Gov.  Holliday 
and  Gov.  Mathews. 

The  Acting  Regent  presented  the  thanks  of  the  Council  to 
Mr.  Corcoran  for  his  kindness  in  permitting  his  name  to  be  used 
for  the  new  steamer. 
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REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 

The  Vice-R^ent  of  New  York  reported  the  gift  of  $2,100 
from  the  Mount  Vernon  Aid  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York; 
the  gift  of  a  large  and  elegantly  framed  coat-of-arms  from  the 
Legislature;  and  the  raising  of  $225  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Burglar  Alarm  Telegraph. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Maine  reported  the  receipt  of  $10.50  from 
sales  of  Lossing's  "  Home  of  Washington,"  and  the  gratuitous 
services  of  Mr.  Sweat  in  drawing  up  the  steamboat  contract,  etc. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia  reported  gifts  of 
money  and  furniture  used  in  furnishing  a  chamber  in  the  Man- 
sion, some  of  the  articles  having  belonged  to  Gen.  Washington. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  reported  a  very  encouraging 
renewal  of  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  as  manifested  in  her  State. 
She  has  organized  the  movement  in  Chicago  and  anticipates 
large  pecuniary  results  from  the  enthusiasm  aroused.  The  first 
thing  to  be  accomplished  is  the  furnishing  of  the  room  appropri- 
ated to  Illinois,  and  a  committee  of  ladies  visited  Mount  Vernon 
not  long  since  to  make  estimates  in  regard  to  this. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reported  one  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars  ($111)  received  in  one  dollar  contributions  for  the 
Endowment  Fund. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  reported  having  furnished 
a  bed-room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Mansion  with  handsome 
mahogany  furniture  over  one  hundred  years  old.  One  piece  of 
matting  for  floor  of  the  room.  Homespun  linen  for  bed  from 
Mrs.  Richard  Gorham  of  Stratford,  in  whose  family  it  was  spun 
and  woven  neariy  a  century  ago.  Paid  for  carpenter's  work  on 
same  room,  $21,  and  the  gift  of  six  rare  bantam  fowls  for  the 
poultry  yard. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reported  the  gift  of  $35 
from  friends  in  West  Virginia.  A  pin -cushion  made  of  pieces 
of  Martha  Washington's  dresses;  a  valuable  engraving  of  Charles 
Carroll,  the  Signer,  with  a  lock  of  his  hair;  a  flute  used  by  Gen. 
Washington,  made  of  ebony  and  ivory,  with  silver  keys  (these 
three  last  being  her  own  gift  to  Mount  Vernon).  Also  from 
Stewart  &  Hardenberg  of  Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  a  carpet  and  chintz 
for  the  room  she  is  now  furnishing,  to  be  known  as  the  "  West 
Virginia  Room." 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  Indiana  reported  the  g^ft  of  the  coat-of- 
arms  of  her  State,  painted  in  water  colors  and  well  mounted. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Ohio  reported  having  organized  "  Mount 
Vernon  Aid  Societies  "  throughout  her  State,  with  a  good  pros- 
pect that  "  Ohio  will  do  her  whole  duty."  She  also  submitted 
to  Council  for  examination,  designs  of  fumitiu-e  for  the  Ohio 
room  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey  (as  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Mansion  and  Buildings),  reported  the  placing  of  a  burglar 
alarm  upon  the  tomb  and  two  of  the  buildings.  The  laying 
down  of  a  new  oak  floor  upon  the  main  hall  to  replace  the  old 
and  decayed  timbers,  this  valuable  improvement  being  the  gift 
of  Mrs.  Farnsworth,  ex-Vice-Regent  of  Michigan;  also  the 
throwing  of  an  arch  across  this  hsdl  to  support  the  second  floor 
which  has  much  sunken.  The  report  recommends  that  the  Man- 
sion furnace  be  repaired  and  fire  lighted  once  a  month  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  preserve  the  Home  from  mildew. 
That  fire  extinguishers  be  placed  in  the  Mansion  and  other  build- 
ings, and  that  these  be  repainted  with  the  best  fire-proof  paints, 
and  various  other  necessary  repairs  and  restorations. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  report  that  while  the  Regent  and 
Vice-Regents  of  the  Association  have  been  steadily  pursuing  the 
course  they  long  ago  marked  out  for  themselves,  which  is  a 
close  adherence  t6  all  the  traditions  of  Mount  Vernon,  a 
careful  expenditure  of  the  funds  at  their  disposal,  and  a  uniform 
refusal  to  lower,  in  any  way,  the  tone  of  the  Association  which 
they  represent,  they  have,  thanks  to  the  intelligence  and  sense 
of  justice  in  the  American  people,  won  their  way  with  equal 
steadiness  into  the  favor  of  the  public.  Every  year  adds  to  the 
number  of  those  who  come  to  see  for  themselves  what  "The 
Home  of  Washington  "  and  "  The  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Asso- 
ciation" really  mean;  and  it  is  not  too  much  for  the  Council  to 
say  that  for  almost  every  new  visitor  Mount  Vernon  can  claim 
a  new  friend.  It  is  with  very  great  satisfaction  that  the  Council 
acknowledges  this  increasing  interest  and  friendliness  and  offers 
the  thanks  of  the  Association  to  all  who  have  manifested  their 
sympathy  and  given  their  encouragement  to  this  patriotic  work. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
Vice-Regent  of  Maine  and  Secretary  of  Councils. 

July,  1878. 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Veraon,  Wednesday,  June  ii,  1879. 


The  States  represented  were  as  follows:  Maine,  Mrs.  Sweat, 
with  proxies  for  Wisconsin,  Rhode  Island  and  Tennessee;  Con- 
necticut, Mrs.  Hudson,  with  proxy  for  Indiana;  New  York,  Mrs. 
Townsend,  with  proxies  for  New  Jersey  and  Kansas;  Maryland, 
Miss  Harper,  with  proxies  for  Florida  and  Georgia;  Ohio,  Mrs. 
Broadwell;  Illinois,  Mrs.  Barry;  Virginia,  Mrs.  Ball,  with  proxy 
for  West  Virg^ia;  South  Carolina,  Mrs.  Pickens;  District  of 
Columbia,  Mrs.  Barnes;  North  Carolina,  Mrs.  Walker. 

The  Regent  being  absent,  Mrs.  Barry,  of  Illinois,  was  elected 
to  preside. 

Council  opened  with  the  usual  formalities,  and,  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Council,  the  presiding  officer 
communicated  to  Council  the  intelligence  ol  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Hannah  B.  Farnsworth,  ex- Vice-Regent  for  Michigan.  Reso- 
lutions of  condolence!  were  passed,  and  a  copy  of  them  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  lady. 

The  message  of  the  Regent  was  then  read.  In  it  she  expresses 
great  regret  that  her  ill-health  prevented  her  attendance  at  Coun- 
cil, and  the  hope  that  another  year  may  restore  her  strength 
sufficiently  for  her  to  preside  over  the  next  meeting.  She  con- 
gratulates Council  upon  the  generally  improving  condition  of 
Mount  Vernon;  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  the  many 
works  of  restoration  undertaken  during  the  past  year;  and  ex- 
presses her  satisfaction  at  the  conduct  of  affairs,  during  her 
year's  absence,  under  the  acting  regency  of  Mrs,  Sweat,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Maine.  ^ 
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The  Regent  nominated  for  the  vacant  Vice-Regencies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Missotiri,  Mrs.  Louis  Agassiz,  of  Cambridge,  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  of  St  Louis.  These  nominations  were 
tmanimously  confirmed  by  Council. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  was  then  read,  by 
which  it  appears  that  after  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  year, 
there  is  a  balance  in  hand  of  $202.21. 

A  portion  of  the  U.  S.  Bonds  belonging  to  the  Endowment 
Fimd  having  been  called  in  by  Government,  Council  authorized 
the  Treasurer  to  collect  and  transfer  these  securities,  amounting 
to  $6,050.  Council  authorized  the  Regent  to  reinvest  this  sum 
in  such  a  manner  as  should  seem  best  to  her,  after  consultation 
with  the  Treasurer. 

One  item  of  especial  interest  in  the  Treasiu-er's  report,  is  the 
stun  of  $881  received  as  a  gift,  through  the  Regent,  from  the 
Centennial  Board  of  Finance,  at  Philadelphia.  This  very  wel- 
come sum  will  be  expended  at  Mount  Vernon  under  the  especial 
charge  of  the  Regent,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  identify  its 
result  with  the  name  of  the  State  from  which  it  came,  and  which 
the  Regent  personally  represents  in  the  Association. 

From  this  report  it  also  appears  that  the  last  payments  sent  in 
by  the  Vice-Regent  of  New  York  (which  were  mentioned  in  her 
last  year's  report  and  paid  in  very  soon  after  last  year's  Council) 
make  the  whole  sum  raised  in  New  York  State  for  the  Endow- 
ment Fund  $11,833.90.  This  is  nearly  all  already  invested, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Association,  in  Government 
securities.  For  other  purposes,  of  repairs,  etc,  there  has  been 
raised,  as  previously  reported,  $1,225,  ^^  well  as  $225  for  the 
burglar  alarm,  so  that  New  York  is  still  the  Banner  State  in  this 
respect 

By  the  Superintendent's  report,  it  appears  that  since  the  meet- 
ing of  Council  in  1878,  there  have  been  11,026  visitors  at  Mount 
Vernon.  The  revenue  has  been  $9,542.19,  and  the  expenditure 
$8,874.64.  $1,262.86  of  this  sum  were  expended  upon  repairs, 
as  ordered  by  Council.  Among  these  are  the  new  heating  appa- 
ratus for  the  green-house,  expensive  repairs  upon  the  tomb,  and 
thorough  renovation  of  the  imderground  tank  and  drainage. 

The  uniforms  ordered  by  the  last  Council,  and  now  worn  by 
the  employes  have  a  very  neat  appearance,  and  really  add  some- 
thing to  Uie  effect  of  a  rather  small  force  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Association. 
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A  fire  has  been  made  in  the  furnace  in  the  mansion  every 
damp  day,  as  ordered  by  last  Council.     Col.  Hollingsworth  says: 

*'  During  the  winter  we  were  obliged  to  curtail  our  expenses 
by  a  reduction  of  seven  on  our  pay-roll ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  public  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  find  fault." 

"  A  great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  in  renewing  the  fencing 
around  the  farm,  and  in  improving  the  soil  by  hauling  fertilizers 
from  the  river  shore." 

Eighteen  acres  are  planted  in  com,  eight  in  rye,  seven  in  oats, 
ten  in  grass  and  one-half  acre  in  potatoes. 

A  new  and  satisfactory  contract  has  been  made  with  Mr.  John- 
son, photographer,  by  which  superior  photographic  views  of 
Mount  Vernon  are  supplied  and  are  for  sale  on  the  premises. 

The  guide-book  has  been  much  enlarged  and  improved. 

Four  fire  extinguishers  have  been  purchased,  and  are  kept 
constantly  in  order  for  immediate  use. 

The  sum  of  $190  has  been  presented  to  the  Association  by  the 
managers  of  the  Ladies'  Centennial  Fund,  of  Vermont,  through 
the  Vice-Regent  of  that  State. 

A  post-office  has  been  established  at  Mount  Vernon  under  the 
name  of  Mount-Vemon-on-the-Potomac.  Col.  Hollingsworth 
is  the  post-master;  the  steamboat  brings  the  mail  daily,  and  the 
arrangement  is  a  great  convenience  and  advantage. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut  reports  the  collection  of  $81 
towards  furnishing  the  room  belonging  to  her  State,  and  the  gift 
of  a  pair  of  Fox  Terriers. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Ohio  reports  the  formation  of  Ladies' 
Aid  Societies  throughout  her  State,  the  receipt  of  $2,061.37 
from  a  performance  of  "The  Sleeping  Beauty"  at  Cincinnati, 
of  $728.51  from  the  Aid  Societies  of  several  other  towns,  and  an 
appropriation  of  $100  by  the  State  Legislature  for  the  coat-of- 
arms  of  the  State,  which  is  placed  over  the  so-called  Ohio  room 
in  the  mansion.  This  room,  formerly  the  music-room  of  Nelly 
Custis,  has  been  restored  in  the  most  thorough  and  beautiful 
manner,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Broadwell,  the  Vice-Regent 
of  Ohio,  and  now  forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of 
the  mansion.  The  work  was  done  by  the  eminent  artists, 
Emmart  &  Quartley,  of  Baltimore,  who  made  it  their  aim  to 
retain  every  part  of  the  old  material  in  spite  of  its  dilapidated 
condition.     Mrs.  Broadwell   states  that  "without   changing  a 
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hinge,  lock,  or  board,  but  simply  by  repairing,  they  have  put  the 
whole  room  in  beautiful  order."  The  style  in  which  the  room 
was  originally  furnished  has  also  been  ascertained,  and  fac- 
similes procured;  the  harpsichord  belonging  to  the  Association 
has  been  placed  in  the  room,  where  it  of  course  belonged,  after 
having  been  put  in  order  by  the  Vice-Regent  of  Ohio.  The 
original  use  of  the  room  will  be  still  further  indicated  by  the  pres- 
ence of  Gen.  Washington's  flute,  which  is  a  gift  to  the  Association 
from  Mrs.  E.  B.  Washington,  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia. 

A  very  handsome  cabinet  stands  in  this  room,  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Vice-Regent  to  fill  it  gradually  with  such  relics 
of  the  time  of  Washington  as  may,  by  diligent  search,  be 
obtained. 

She  has  already  received  from  Mr.  W.  W.  Corcoran,  the  con- 
stant friend  of  the  Association,  a  gift  of  two  pieces  of  Washing- 
ton's own  dessert  service  of  china.  The  exceeding  care  and 
labor  necessary  to  make  this  work  a  restoration,  pure  and  simple, 
may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  it  has  cost  $1,020.92  to 
remove  all  the  injuries  and  disfigurements  of  time,  and  to  put 
into  its  original  condition  this  small  but  beautiful  room.  Every 
visitor  at  Mount  Vernon  will  admit  that  this  money  has  been 
well  spent,  and  that  if  the  whole  mansion  could  be  as  thoroughly 
and  successfully  restored  as  the  Ohio  room  has  been,  the  ghosts 
of  Washington  and  his  familiar  friends  might  almost  be  won 
back  to  the  home  of  their  earthly  forms. 

This  last  year  has  brought  so  rich  a  harvest  to  Mount  Vernon 
from  our  western  fields  of  effort,  that  it  is  not  only  in  the  Ohio 
room  that  we  are  able  to  chronicle  a  transformation  from  decay 
to  renewed  and  beautified  youth.  Next  to  the  room  taken 
charge  of  by  Ohio,  is  one  of  similar  form  and  size,  and  of  even 
more  original  beauty,  which  has  been  allotted  to  Illinois.  The 
Vice-Regent  of  that  State,  Mrs.  Barry,  has  roused  a  steady  and 
active  enthusiasm  in  her  State,  and  among  her  townspeople  of 
Chicago,  especially,  most  generous  contributions  have  enabled 
her  to  undertake  the  task  of  restoration  without  those  trammels 
which  the  necessity  of  very  strict  economy  has  too  often  imposed 
upon  our  expenditures.  It  would  take  much  time  and  space  to 
fully  set  forth  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  same  artists 
who  restored  the  Ohio  room  have,  with  the  tenderest  care, 
preserved  every  available  fragment  of  the  ancient  material,  and 
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when  that  was  destroyed,  have  imitated  and  replaced  each  leaf 
of  the  quaint  old  stucco  ornaments,  and  each  turn  and  angle  of 
the  wooden  mouldings.  When  we  find  that  there  are  2,800  of 
the  small  stucco  leaves  which  radiate  from  the  centre  of  the  ceil- 
ing, we  can  appreciate  the  delicate  manipulation.  The  walls  are 
of  old  Virginia  pine,  arranged  in  handsome  panels,  but  have 
been  so  overloaded  with  paint  and  defaced  by  cracks  that  it  was 
necessary  to  bum  off  all  the  layers  and  come  down  to  the  wood 
itself,  which  was  found  "  hard  and  firm  as  the  day  it  was  placed 
there."  The  new  painting  has  been  done  in  the  most  refined 
and  elegant  manner,  and  with  the  most  careful  adherence  to  the 
traditions  of  the  place.  Messrs.  Emmart  &  Quartley  write: 
"  Nothing  has  been  removed  or  substituted  that  could  be  used  in 
the  restoration,  and  you  can  be  assured  when  the  room  is  fin- 
ished it  will  be  as  near  the  original  as  it  is  possible  to  get  it." 
The  old  painting  above  the  mantel-piece,  which  represents 
"Admiral  Vernon  before  Carthagena,"  has  been  restored  in  the 
most  thorough  and  successful  manner,  and  is  now  glazed  as  an 
effectual  protection  against  future  injury.  The  furnishing  of 
this  room  is  to  be  done  when  every  possible  information  has 
been  obtained  in  regard  to  the  articles  which  originally  stood 
there. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Illinois  also  reports  an  appropriation  by 
the  Legislature  of  her  State  of  $150,  for  a  coat-of-arms,  to  be 
placed  over  the  door  of  the  Illinois  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Maine  presented,  in  behalf  of  Major 
Noland,  of  Virginia,  an  autograph  letter  of  Gen.  Washington. 
Council  accepted  the  gift  with  pleasure,  and  a  card  of  acknowl- 
edgment was  sent  to  Major  Noland.  The  letter  is  to  be  framed 
and  glazed  for  protection  from  injury. 

The  Secretary  of  Councils  presented  a  form  of  summons  to 
Councils.  Accepted,  and  the  order  given  for  the  printing  of  300 
copies. 

The  contract  made  with  Mr.  Johnson,  photographer,  was  read 
and  approved  by  Council.  It  runs  five  years  from  October  8, 
1878. 

There  have  been  so  many  beautiful  restorations  and  repairs  of 
late  years  at  the  mansion,  that  additional  service  has  become 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  desirable  degree  of  neatness  and  fresh- 
ness; Council  therefore  gave  directions  for  the  hiring  of  an  addi- 
tional house-servant  for  two  days  in  each  week. 
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The  Superintendent  was  directed  not  to  allow  a  fire  to  be  built 
in  any  of  the  open  fire-places  of  the  Mansion. 
Committees  appointed: 

On  Finance. 

Miss  Harper Maryland. 

Mrs.  Chace  Rhode  Island. 

Mrs.  Ball  Virginia. 

On  Mansion. 

Mrs.  Halsted   New  Jersey. 

Mrs.  Broadwell   Ohio. 

Mrs.  Washingfton .West  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Townsend New  York. 

Mrs.  Barry Illinois. 

Mrs.  Barnes District  of  Columbia. 

This  committee  was  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  redistri- 
bution of  the  coats-of-arms  of  the  States,  made  necessary  by  their 
increasing  number  and  size;  the  proper  disposition  of  the  small 
pictures  in  the  different  rooms;  also  to  utilize  and  arrange  the 
large  show  cases  belonging  to  the  Association. 

The  Superintendent  was  directed  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number 
of  printed  posters,  forbidding  visitors  to  eat  lunch  within  the 
Mansion,  to  place  them  in  conspicuous  positions,  and  to  stricffy 
enforce  this  rule. 

It  was  also  decided  to  prepare  a  brief  official  printed  state- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  Association  to  insure 
a  thorough  care  and  protection  of  the  house  and  grounds,  in  the 
belief  that  it  may  be  of  service  if  circulated  among  the  visitors 
to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  of  Virginia,  in  its  annual  visit,  was  rep- 
resented by  Judge  Thomas,  the  President  of  the  Board.  Mr. 
Corcoran,  of  Washington,  Honorary  Member  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  also  present  on  the  day  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  The  usual  social  civilities  were  ex- 
changed, and  Judge  Thomas,  in  behalf  of  the  Board,  congratu- 
lated Council  upon  the  valuable  and  beautiful  restorations  which 
have  been  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  the  prosperous 
condition  of  affairs  for  the  Association.  He  asked  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  detailed  account  of  the  principal  improvements 
lately  made,  promising  to  incorporate  it  in  his  report  to  the 
Virginia  Legislature. 
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Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  of  Maryland,  presented,  in  behalf 
of  Mrs.  James  E.  Atkinson,  five  dozen  card  photographs  of  Gen. 
and  Mrs.  Washington — ^to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  die  Associa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Corcoran  presented  two  pieces  of  Gen.  Washington's 
dessert  service,  also  an  antique  bowl. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Ohio  proposed  that  although  it  is  against 
the  rule  of  the  Association  to  make  any  essential  change  in  the 
Tomb  itself,  some  improvement  in  its  appearance  should  be 
attempted,  by  planting  ornamental  trees  and  vines  about  it. 
The  matter  was  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  Mansion 
Committee. 

Council  presented  its  acknowledgments  to  Mrs.  Barry  for 
her  services  as  presiding  officer,  and  presented  a  resolution  of 
commendation  to  the  Superintendent,  for  the  successful  manner 
in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  various  works  undertaken  during 
the  past  year. 

Council  adjourned  after  a  session  of  three  days,  during  which 
a  large  number  of  business  matters  were  attended  to,  and  fresH 
arrangeqients  were  considered  for  carrying  on  the  objects  of  the 
Association  with  energy. 

It  is  with  pride  that  the  Association  calls  the  attention  of  the 
whole  American  people  to  the  work  it  has  accomplished;  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  discharged  the  trust  confided  to  it;  and 
to  the  yearly  growth  in  beauty  and  attractiveness,  which,  under 
its  direction,  is  making  of  the  home  of  Washington  a  place  as 
rich  in  intrinsic  beauty,  as  it  is  in  historic  and  patriotic  asso- 
ciations. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Wednesday,  May  26,  1880. 


The  States  represented  were  as  follows:  Pennsylvania,  Mrs. 
Laughton,  Regent;  Maine,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-Regent,  with 
proxies  for  New  York,  Wisconsin,  California,  Tennessee,  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio;  Massachusetts,  Miss  Longfellow;  Rhode 
Island,  Mrs.  Chace,  with  proxy  for  Connecticut;  Maryland,  Miss 
Harper;  Georgia,  Mrs.  Eve,  with  proxy  for  North  Carolina; 
South  Carolina,  Mrs.  Pickens;  Illinois,  Mrs.  Barry,  with  proxy 
for  Delaware;  Virginia,  Mrs.  Ball,  with  proxies  for  New  Jersey, 
Kansas  and  Louisiana;  West  Virginia,  Mrs.  Washington;  Mis- 
souri, Mrs.  Campbell;  District  of  Columbia,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

The  Regent,  Mrs.  Laughton,  presiding,  opened  the  session 
with  the  usual  formalities. 

Council  confirmed  the  appointments  to  the  Vice-Regencies  for 
Massachusetts,  Missouri  and  Louisiana. 

The  Regent  then  presented  to  Council  Miss  Longfellow,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Massachusetts,  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  Vice-Regent  for 
Missouri.  These  two  ladies  were  at  once  welcomed  to  their 
seats  at  the  Council  board. 

The  reception  of  the  Virginia  Board  of  Visitors  having  been 
appointed  for  this  day.  Council  adjourned  in  order  to  receive 
them  on  the  arrival  of  the  boat. 

The  following  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  were  present: 
Judge  H.  W.  Thomas,  Chairman,  Major  B.  P.  Noland,  Major 
R.  W.  Hunter. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  expressed  g^eat  pleasure  at  the  appear- 
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ance  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  Chairman  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  Virginia  to  Mount 
Vernon  on  26th  of  May,  1880,  on  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Visitors,  in  compliance  with  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  having 
met  the  Regent  and  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Associati(Mi  at 
their  Annual  Meeting,  at  the  Home  of  Washington,  and  having 
duly  examined  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  said  Board,  that  in  their  opinion  the  said 
Association  have  faithfully  and  truly  performed  the  obligations 
assumed  by  them,  and  that  they  have  fully  complied  with  all  the 
requirements  of  the  laws  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  the  Associa- 
tion, and  to  Mount  Vernon. 

That  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  Virginia  recommend  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association,  in  their  efforts  to  restore  the  home  of  Washington, 
and  to  perpetuate  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 

The  guests  partook  of  the  usual  collation  offered  by  the  ladies, 
and  left  Mount  Vernon  by  the  afternoon  boat. 

The  Regent,  in  her  message  to  Council,  expressed  great 
pleasure  at  again  meeting  the  Vice-Regents  after  her  enforced 
absence  from  the  two  previous  Councils,  congratulated  the  Asso- 
ciation upon  the  favorable  condition  of  its  affairs,  and  gave  a 
very  interesting  summary  of  the  year.  She  stated  that  she  had 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  full  amount  ($258.66)  due  the  Asso- 
ciation from  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  at  the  time  of  their  failure. 

From  the  Superintendent's  report  it  appears  that  there  have 
been  13,888  visitors  at  Mount  Vernon  during  the  past  year.  The 
total  receipts  for  the  year  were  $13,526.68;  total  expenditure 
$12,883.80.  Of  this  amount  over  $1,300  were  for  repairs  on 
buildings.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  visitors,  the  earnings 
of  the  place  were  greater  than  usual,  and  the  Superintendent  was 
able  to  deposit  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $1,000,  after  paying  the 
current  expenses. 

The  season  proved  unfavorable  for  crops  of  all  sorts,  and  the 
poultry  was  almost  exterminated  by  cholera.  There  were 
raised  upon  the  farm  270  bushels  of  oats,  325  of  com,  80  of  rye 
and  7  tons  of  hay.    This  year  there  have  been  planted  12  acifes 
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in  com,  5  in  rye,  4  in  oats,  i  in  vegetables,  such  as  peas,  beans, 
etc.,  and  half  an  acre  in  potatoes.    There  are  12  acres  in  meadow. 

The  employes  have  been  faithhil  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  reports  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 
$1,900,  which  will  permit  certain  necessary  repairs  and  expendi- 
tures at  Mount  Vernon  during  the  coming  year. 

The  only  subject  for  regret  is  that  no  addition  has  been  made 
to  the  Endowment  Fund,  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  increase 
as  the  only  means  for  securing  a  permanent  income.  The  low 
interest  of  United  States  securities  makes  it  necessary  that  the 
sum  thus  invested  shall  be  larger  than  if  the  Association  were 
permitted  to  invest  in  securities  bearing  higher  rates;  but  Coun- 
cil regards  the  investment  in  any  securities  exposed  to  business 
fluctuations  as  inconsistent  with  the  entire  safety  of  the  funds 
furnished  by  the  public.  The  Endowment  Fund  is  now  about 
$28,000. 

Reports  from  several  of  the  Vice-Regents  were  read,  giving 
accounts  of  work  done  or  contemplated  in  the  States  or  on  com- 
mittees. 

Among  the  acquisitions  of  Mount  Vernon  the  past  year,  are 
the  black  velvet  suit  worn  by  Washington  when  in  mourning  for 
his  mother  and  when  he  delivered  the  farewell  address;  an  oil 
painting,  which  formerly  hung  at  Mount  Vernon;  three  hand- 
some pieces  of  old  china  and  some  plants  for  the  green-house. 
The  black  velvet  suit  was  deposited  by  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Mitchell, 
of  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  great-grand-niece  of  Washington;  the 
painting  was  deposited  by  Mrs.  Louisa  Washington,  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  West  Virginia,  and  the  china  is  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Corcoran,  of  Washington. 

Letters  were  read  from  most  of  the  Vice-Regents  who  were 
not  able  to  attend  in  person,  all  manifesting  warm  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Association. 

At  the  request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts,  the  Lib- 
rary was  assigned  to  her  State  for  preservation  and  restoration. 
The  two  remaining  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  were  assigned  to 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  the  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island 
generously  waiving  her  claim  to  the  room  known  as  the  old 
dining  room,  in  favor  of  South  Carolina. 

A  volume  concerning  the  engraved  portraits  of  Washington, 
one  giving  the  history  of  the  lodge  of  Washington,  one  con- 
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taming  biog^raphies  of  the  Bordley  family,  and  a  map  and  memo- 
rial concerning  Mount  Vernon,  were  presented  to  the  Asso- 
ciation and  placed  in  the  Library. 

Council  received  a  visit  from  Col.  Lewis  and  Dr.  Nevitt,  who 
made  an  earnest  appeal  for  pecuniary  aid  in  behalf  of  Pohick 
Church,  where  Washington  used  often  to  attend  service.  The 
Council,  through  the  Regent,  expressed  their  cordial  sympathy 
with  the  efforts  these  gentlemen  are  making,  but  felt  sure  that 
they  have  no  power  to  divert  any  funds  belonging  to  the  Asso- 
ciation to  any  outside  purposes. 

The  old  ambulance,  which  has  done  honorable  service  for  so 
long,  is  now  completely  invalided,  and  is  almost  entitled  to 
take  a  place  among  the  relics  at  Mount  Vernon.  Plans  for 
obtaining  a  new  or  good  second-hand  carriage  were  discussed, 
and  Council  requested  the  Regent  to  make  the  necessary  inves- 
tigations and  obtain  a  suitable  vehicle  on  the  best  possible  terms. . 
In  connection  with  this  subject  the  following  vote  was  passed: 

As  the  ambulance  has  been  worn  out  in  the  gratuitous  service 
of  the  public,  the  purchase  of  a  better  carriage  shall  be  followed 
by  a  charge  of  ten  cents  for  each  passenger  conveyed  in  it  to  or 
from  the  boat. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Guide  Book  to  Mount  Vernon  being 
about  to  appear.  Council  devoted  a  good  deal  of  time  to  careful 
revision  of  the  present  edition,  in  order  that  entire  correctness, 
even  in  small  details,  shall  be  assured.  The  contract  with  the 
compiler  of  the  book  was  extended  three  years  beyond  its  pre- 
vious date. 

Saturday  being  "  Decoration  Day,"  the  ladies  adjourned  their 
session  in  order  to  walk  to  the  Tomb  and  decorate  it  with  the 
wreath  and  cross  prepared  by  some  of  their  number  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  iron  gates  were  opened,  the  ladies  entered  the  in- 
closure  and  the  sarcophagi  were  soon  covered  with  fresh  flowers. 
Among  them  were  some  of  the  huge  blossoms  of  the  magnolia 
tree  planted  by  Washington,  which  seems  each  year  to  hurry  for- 
ward in  order  to  be  ready  to  thus  do  honor  to  its  master. 
Flowers  were  also  sent  from  the  President's  gardens  by  Mrs. 
Hayes,  and  were  laid  upon  the  Tomb. 

Among  the  pleasant  incidents  of  this  session  of  Council  was 
the  gift  of  $200  from  the  new  Vice-Regent  of  Missouri,  Mrs. 
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Gimpbell,  who  requested  the  Regent  to  expend  this  sum  at  her 
own  discretion,  for  the  benefit  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Thorough  examination  was  made  of  the  various  photog^raphs 
and  stereographs  that  have  been  taken  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
selection  made  among  them,  as  the  Council  is  anxious  that  the 
public  should  be  supplied  with  the  best  possible  representations 
of  the  place. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  desired  that  the  green-house  and  garden 
should  be  put  in  a  more  attractive  condition  than  the  present 
expenditure  in  this  direction  permits.  They  must  have  been, 
in  the  days  when  Mrs.  Washington  led  her  aristocratic  guests 
from  the  old  world  up  and  down  these  prim  quaint  alleys,  a 
source  of  honest  pride  for  her,  for  her  horticulture  was  up  to  the 
most  fashionable  requirements  of  that  age.  Something  like  this 
would  seem  desirable  now,  and  the  wish  of  the  Association  is, 
while  retaining  all  the  old-fashioned  plants  which  have  de- 
scended to  it,  in  both  garden  and  green-house,  to  add  some  of  the 
newer  discoveries  and  inventions  which  delight  the  heart  of  the 
horticulturist  of  to-day.  In  doing  this  a  source  of  revenue  would 
be  opened,  by  the  sale  of  plants  and  flowers,  to  whose  natural 
beauty  would  be  added  the  charm  of  association  with  Mount 
Vernon.  A  committee  to  take  charge  of  this  matter  was  ap- 
pointed, of  which  Mrs.  Pickens,  the  Vice-Regent  for  South  Caro- 
lina, is  Chairman. 

Through  the  efforts  of  C^pt.  Blake,  of  the  steamer  W.  W. 
Corcoran,  an  appropriation  by  Congress  has  been  obtained  for 
dredging  the  channel  of  the  river  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  work 
already  accomplished  is  of  g^eat  importance,  and  when  it  is  com- 
pleted will  be  of  permanent  value.  It  is  hoped,  also,  that  this 
dredging  will  diminish  the  malarial  influences  which  prevail  in 
the  late  summer  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  channel  is  now  dredged 
to  a  width  of  80  feet,  with  7  feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  A  basin 
200  feet  wide  allows  the  boat  to  turn  with  ease. 

Among  the  projects  for  opening  up  all  the  opportunities  pos- 
sible for  visitors  to  see  and  enjoy  Mount  Vernon,  one  will 
especially  recommend  itself  to  the  public.  By  improving  the 
condition  of  the  present  road  to  the  lodges  and  opening  a  way  of 
return  beyond,  a  lovely  drive  might  be  offered  to  visitors,  by 
means  of  which  a  good  idea  would  be  g^ven  of  the  extent  of  the 
place  and  the  beauty  of  the  situation.    Council  examined  this 
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subject  with  reference  to  future  action,  and  regretted  much  that 
it  hardly  seemed  prudent  to  venture  at  once  upon  this  expendi- 
ture.   It  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  means  are  forthcoming. 

At  Mount  Vernon  there  are  in  all  fifteen  different  buildings, 
all  of  them  ancient  and  requiring  careful  supervision.  The 
number  of  residents  on  the  estate,  including  the  children  of  some 
of  the  servants,  is  nineteen.  The  management  of  a  private  estab- 
lishment is  a  very  different  affair  from  the  administration  of  such 
an  estate  and  the  care  of  such  a  colony.  The  inevitable  expense 
of  repairs  and  restorations  upon  so  many  buildings,  increased 
by  the  out-of-the-way  situation  of  the  place,  makes  the  Associa- 
tion very  cautious  about  assuming  other  expenses;  for  it  is  a 
fundamental  rule  with  the  ladies  who  have  Mount  Vernon  in 
charge,  not  to  incur  debts  of  any  sort  except  that  of  gratitude 
to  that  portion  of  the  intelligent  public  which  understands  and 
aids  them  in  their  patriotic  work. 

The  committees  appointed  are  as  follows:  On  Finance,  three 
members;  on  Mansion,  six  members;  on  Relics,  two  members; 
on  Green-house,  three  members. 

On  Sunday,  the  Regent,  with  several  of  the  Vice-Regents, 
drove  over  to  Pohick  Church,  a  distance  of  seven  miles.  What- 
ever might  be  said  of  the  condition  of  the  road  itself,  it  was 
certainly  very  beautiful  in  its  surroundings  and  in  its  summer 
canopy  of  shadowing  trees  and  sunny  openings.  On  returning 
from  church,  the  party  stopped  at  Wood  Lawn,  the  married 
home  of  Nelly  Custis,  a  fine  old  brick  mansion  with  spacious  and 
originally  elegant  apartments.  The  welcome  given  by  the 
present  owners  was  extremely  cordial,  and  the  ladies  enjoyed  a 
half  hour  there  very  much. 

The  Mount  Vernon  woods  were  rich  in  wild  flowers,  the 
laurels  were  loaded  with  blossoms,  and  sweet  honeysuckles 
clambered  over  fences  and  rocks,  filling  the  air  with  heavy  sweet- 
ness. Summer  showers  came  and  went,  and,  as  the  drops  fell 
thick  and  fast,  they  trickled  mischievously  through  the  rents  in 
the  top  of  the  poor  old  ambulance,  which  groaned  bitterly  over 
the  "  bad  spots  "  in  the  road,  and  in  its  own  eloquent  way  ex- 
plained that,  unless  it  is  soon  allowed  to  rest  from  its  labors, 
its  fragments  will  strew  the  wayside.  The  vote  of  Council  for  a 
new  carriage  was  thereupon  endorsed  without  a  dissentient  voice. 

Council  passed  a  resolution  expressing  their  pleasure  at  seeing 
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the  Regent  again  presiding  over  their  deliberations;  a  resolution 
of  commendation  of  the  Superintendent  and  his  work;  and  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  good  service  done  for  the  Association 
by  Capt  Blake  and  the  steamer  Corcoran. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  noon  on  Tuesday,  June  ist,  after  a 
session  of  six  working  days.  Twelve  States  had  been  repre- 
sented by  their  Vice-Regents  in  person,  twelve  more  by  their 
proxies,  and  in  every  way  the  living  interest  felt  by  the  Regent 
and  Vice-Regents,  in  all  that  concerns  Mount  Vernon,  was  made 
manifest. 

Each  year  increases  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Home  of 
Washington,  and  each  year  makes  it  fairer  in  beauty  and  richer 
in  associations  with  the  history  of  our  country  in  the  days  when 
Washington  was  our  leader  and  our  preserver.  The  number  of 
interesting  relics  stored  in  this  treasure-house  of  the  past  grows 
greater  every  year,  and  more  than  one  visit  to  the  place  is  neces- 
sary to  comprehend  how  valuable  to  the  whole  country  is  this 
cherished  spot  The  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association 
are  entering  into  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  and  reaping  their 
reward  in  the  praises  of  all  who  come  to  see  what  they  have 
accomplished. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Secretary  of  Councils, 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION, 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Tuesday,  June  7,  1881. 


The  States  represented  were:  Pennsylvania,  Mrs.  Laughton, 
Regent.  Vice-Regents,  Maine,  Mrs.  Sweat,  with  proxies  for 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Wisconsin, 
Missouri,  Ohio  and  California;  Massachusetts,  Miss  Longfellow; 
New  Jersey,  Mrs.  Halsted,  with  proxy  for  Connecticut;  Mary- 
land, Miss  Harper;  Virginia,  Mrs.  Ball,  with  proxy  for  Illinois; 
West  Virginia,  Mrs.  Washington;  Florida,  Mrs.  Yulee;  District 
of  Columbia,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

The  ladies  who  attended  Council  assembled  as  usual  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  previous  evening,  and  met  upon  the  steamer  W. 
W.  Corcoran,  which  took  them,  on  special  trip,  to  Mount  Vernon 
in  the  brief  space  of  an  hour  and  five  minutes.  To  the  Vice- 
Regents,  who  in  the  old  days  used  to  find  the  fatigues  of  their 
railway  journey  indefinitely  increased  by  the  tedious  movements 
of  the  old  boat,  misnamed  The  Arrow,  the  comfort  and  speed 
of  the  new  boat  to  Mount  Vernon  seem  worthy  of  especial 
notice. 

Council  met  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  the 
time  until  the  arrival  of  the  boat  was  devoted  to  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  of  the  last  Council,  which,  from  the  length  and  im- 
portance of  the  Council  of  1880,  were  unusually  voluminous. 

The  Regent  presented  her  report,  embracing  a  summary  of 
affairs  for  the  year  just  passed,  and  commending  to  the  attention 
of  Council  the  various  matters  to  be  brought  before  it  for  con- 
sideration. 
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From  the  Superintendent's  report,  it  appears  that  the  excep- 
tionally severe  winter  of  i88o-'8i  did  much  injury  at  Mount 
Vernon.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  evergreens  were  killed;  the 
high  box  hedges,  a  feature  in  the  old-fashioned  gardens,  always 
admired  by  visitors,  suffered  much.  The  beautiful  magnolia 
tree  planted  by  Gen.  Washington  eighty-^two  years  ago,  was  at 
first  thought  to  be  fatally  injured;  by  great  care,  however,  Col. 
Hollingsworth  has  saved  its  life,  though  it  looks  like  a  soldier 
scarred  in  many  battles.  The  fruit  crop  was  blighted.  In  spite 
of  the  unusually  large  amount  of  hay  and  grain  raised  on  the 
place,  it  became  necessary  to  purchase  fodder  for  the  cattle,  and 
the  spring  found  them  in  poor  condition.  The  amount  of  fuel 
needed  was  unprecedented.  The  ice  injured  the  wharf  also,  and 
expensive  repairs  were  necessary.  As  a  small  illustration  of  the 
old  adage  "It's  an  ill  wind,"  etc.,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
in  the  heavy  freshets  which  followed,  about  200  cords  of  drift- 
wood were  collected  by  the  energy  of  the  Superintendent 

The  number  of  visitors  for  the  year  was  13,831  by  boat, 
although  the  river  was  closed  for  seven  weeks;  and  359  by  the 
road.  The  revenue  from  all  sources  was  $10,834.50,  the  expenses 
$10,223.68,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  $610.82.  Of  the  amount 
expended,  about  $1,400  was  for  repairs. 

The  following  summary  from  the  Superintendent's  report  of 
the  sources  of  income  by  which  the  place  is  kept  up,  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  public: 

From  regular  visitors  by  boat $4,704.68 

"  excursions  by  boat 229.75 

"  visitors  by  land 89.75 

"  lunch  table  2,933.70 

"  sales  from  greenhouse 383.35 

"  sales  of  photographs 733.60 

"  canes,  farm  produce,  &c.,  &c 616.79 

The  stock  on  the  farm  consists  of  13  head  of  Ayrshire  cattle, 
value  at  $100  per  head,  with  the  exception  of  one  cow,  known  as 
Lady  Washington  and  valued  at  $500,  on  account  of  her  lineage; 
four  horses  rating  at  $125  apiece,  and  five  fine  Chester  hogs. 

The  crops  are  in  good  condition,  and  are  as  follows:  5  acres  in 
rye,  18  acres  in  oats,  10  acres  in  com,  50  acres  in  hay,  16  acres  in 
orchard,  10  acres  in  lawn  about  the  Mansion  and  ornamental 
grounds,  one-half  acre  in  vegetables. 
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The  garden  bears  its  usual  wealth  of  flowers,  and  the  82  acres 
of  woodland  are  as  beautiful  as  ever  with  their  great  variety  of 
trees,  shrubs  and  graceful  wild  flowers. 

The  repairs  accomplished  since  last  Council  have  put  several 
of  the  smaller  buildings  in  good  order. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  iEliggs)  was  read  by  the 
Regent,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  in  hand  of 
$2444.02. 

The  Regent  (Mrs.  Laughton)  announced  to  Council  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Fitch,  Vice-Regent  for  Indiana,  and  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association  desire  to  express  their  very  sincere 
regret  at  the  death  of  their  valued  colleague,  Mrs.  Harriet  V. 
Fitch,  one  of  the  original  Vice-Regents,  whose  energetic  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  Association  in  its  early  days,  as  well  as  her  un- 
failing interest  in  its  prosperity  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  will 
always  be  gratefully  remembered.  And  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents  hereby  offer  to  the  family  of  Mrs.  Fitch  their  earnest 
and  true  sympathy. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Denby, 
the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Fitch. 

REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  New  Jersey  (Mrs.  Halsted)  reported  a 
gift  to  the  Association  from  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  "  Wash- 
ington's Head-Quarters  at  Morristown,"  of  a  number  of  small 
and  useful  articles  such  as  paper  cutters,  calendars,  pin  cushions, 
etc.,  manufactured  from  the  wood  from  the  place  and  adorned 
with  vignettes  of  the  "Head-Quarters."  They  were  much 
admired,  and  the  suggestion  was  made  that  a  similar  use  might 
be  found  for  the  wood  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  (Mrs.  Hudson)  reported  the 
gift  of  a  handsome  volume  for  the  library  entitled,  "  The  History 
of  the  Washington  Family,"  from  Albert  Wells,  Esq.,  the  author. 
Also  the  receipt  of  a  small  sum  of  money  from  the  late  Mrs. 
Fitch,  Vice-Regent  for  Indiana,  to  be  expended  in  repairs  on 
the  Mansion. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  Maryland  (Miss  Harper)  reported  an 
offering  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  Endowment  Fund  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  an  ancient  desk,  an  arm  chair  and  a  small  table  be- 
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queathed  to  the  Maryland  room  by  Miss  Sarah  A.  Collins.  Also 
a  looking-glass  for  the  mantel  and  a  handsome  rug  for  the  same 
room,  procured  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Egerton,  in  Bal- 
timore. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  (Mrs.  Ball)  reported  the  gift  of 
$10  from  Mrs.  Adsit,  of  New  York;  also  a  fac-simile  of  a  lottery 
ticket  taken  by  Gtn.  Washington,  presented  by  Gen.  Payne,  of 
Virginia. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia  (Mrs.  Barnes) 
reported  the  addition  of  an  ancient  table  and  some  quaint  old 
china  to  the  room  belong^ing  to  the  District. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  (Mrs.  Washington) 
reported  the  acquisition  of  a  piece  of  netted  fringe  made  by  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  President  Madison;  a  cut-glass  dish  belonging  to 
Gen.  Washington  and  marked  with  his  initials;  a  curling  stick 
made  by  General  Washington's  old  servant,  West  Ford,  of  wood 
cut  on  the  place,  and  presented  by  him  to  Miss  Annie  Wash- 
ington; an  old  cookery  book  called  The  Ladies'  Companion, 
once  the  property  of  Mrs.  Washington's  mother,  Frances  Dand- 
ridge,  and  presented  to  her  daughter  Anna  Maria  (Mrs.  Bassett, 
of  Eltham),  an  ancestress  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia. 
Among  other  receipts  in  this  old  volume,  which  has  lost  its 
covers  in  the  service,  is  one  for  the  famous  tar-water  of  Bishop 
Berkeley. 

The  fringe,  glass  dish  and  curling-stick  were  given  to  the 
Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  by  Mrs.  Annie  Washington 
Brown. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  also  reported  the  gift  from 
Messrs.  Hobbs,  Brockunier  &  Co.,  of  Wheeling,  Va.,  of  a  hand- 
some set  of  cut-glass  from  their  manufactory. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  North  Carolina  (Mrs.  Walker),  in  a 
letter  to  the  Regent,  read  before  Council,  presented  a  cheque  for 
$50  as  a  gift  from  herself  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  (Mrs.  Broadwell)  reported  that  she 
still  holds  about  $1,000  of  the  money  she  raised  for  the  Ohio 
room,  and  retains  it  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  more  relics  of 
Washington  to  place  in  the  room.  She  will  be  infinitely  obliged 
to  any  one  who  will  put  her  upon  the  traces  of  such  authentic 
relics. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  (Miss  Longfellow)  re- 
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ported  that  under  the  supervision  of  a  competent  architect,  she 
has  had  the  library,  which  was  assigned  to  her  State  last  year, 
thoroughly  restored,  according  to  the  best  authenticated  tradi- 
tions as  to  its  original  coloring.  The  ceiling  had  to  be  renewed, 
as  well  as  a  part  of  the  floor,  the  broken  stone  work  of  the  fire- 
place has  been  restored,  and  the  walls  and  chimney-piece  re- 
painted. She  hopes  this  year  to  find  some  suitable  articles  of 
furniture  to  place  there. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  (Mrs.  Blanding)  reports  indi- 
cations of  renewed  interest  in  her  State.  Mrs.  Blanding  is  one 
of  the  original  Vice-Regents,  having  received  her  appointment 
in  1858,  and  under  her  management  California  furnished  $12,395 
towards  the  purchase  money  of  Mount  Vernon.  She  now  hopes, 
with  permission  of  Council,  to  raise  money  for  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  gateway  at  the  wharf  entrance  to  Mount  Vernon,  in 
place  of  the  slight  wooden  structure  which  now  serves  as  a  toll- 
gate.  This  proposition  was  accepted  by  Council,  and  the  Regent 
has  made  arrangements  to  secure  a  suitable  design  and  the  nec- 
essary plans. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  (Mrs.  Pickens)  reports, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Garden  and  Greenhouse,  that 
they  have  been  placed  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Whelan, 
who  was  recommended  for  the  situation  by  the  well-known 
florist,  Mr.  John  Saul,  of  Washington.  In  the  itw  months  Mr. 
Whelan  has  been  at  Mount  Vernon,  he  has  brought  about 
important  changes  in  his  department,  and  his  success  with  insuf- 
ficient means  adds  strength  to  the  arguments  presented  by  the 
Chairman  at  the  last  Council  in  favor  of  developing  this  depart- 
ment into  a  really  remunerative  condition  by  the  expenditure  of 
a  sufiicient  sum  to  put  the  greenhouse  in  thorough  repair,  and 
to  build  upon  the  walls,  which  still  remain  from  the  ruins  of  the 
fire  which  many  years  ago  destroyed  the  old  greenhouse,  a 
forcing  house  which  will  enable  the  gardener  to  make  larger 
sales  of  young  plants. 

The  improvement  of  the  floriculture  at  Mount  Vernon  is  a 
matter  which  will  interest  the  general  public,  it  is  believed,  more 
than  many  other  restorations,  which,  though  equally  necessary, 
do  not  present  to  the  visitor  so  bright  and  attractive  a  result.  In 
Mrs.  Washington's  time,  as  is  well  known,  the  garden  and  green- 
house were  subjects  of  just  pride  to  their  proprietors,  and  it  is 
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desirable  that  the  same  degree  of  relative  excellence  at  the 
present  day  shall  be  attained. 

Council  authorized  the  Superintendent  to  expend  $150  in 
repairs  upon  the  greenhouse,  which  sum  includes  the  expense  of 
lowering  the  roof,  in  order  to  economize  the  heat  during  the 
winter  months.  This  rearrangement  has  been  found  indispen- 
sable in  many  other  greenhouses  in  this  part  of  the  country  of 
late. 

The  Regent  also  decided  to  appropriate  to  the  building  of  a 
forcing  house,  the  $200  presented  to  the  Association  by  Mrs. 
Campbell,  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri,  and  the  expenditure  of 
which  was  entrusted  to  the  Regent's  discretion.  A  good  forcing 
house  will  aid  largely  in  developing  a  profitable  sale  of  plants 
sent  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  a  business  already  opening 
under  Mr.  Whelan's  management  He  has  already  forwarded, 
by  mail  or  express,  plants  to  fourteen  different  States,  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  to  persons  fond  of  flowers  there  will  be 
an  added  charm  in  plants  that  come  from  the  Home  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas  (Mrs.  Ward)  reported  the  pres- 
entation of  the  seal  of  her  State,  to  take  its  place  among  the 
coats-of-arms  already  placed  at  Mount  Vernon.  It  is  elabo- 
rately mounted  in  black  walnut,  carved  with  emblems  repre- 
sentative of  the  natural  productions  of  the  State,  and  is  the  gift 
of  the  ladies  from  five  cities  of  that  growing  republic,  which  the 
Vice-Regent  declares  to  be  no  whit  behind  the  older  communi- 
ties in  its  reverence  for  Washington. 

Council  received  Mr.  Crutchett,  of  Philadelphia,  who  exhib- 
ited a  variety  of  medals  and  pictures  commemorative  of  Wash- 
ington and  his  home.  He  requested  permission  to  place  these 
articles  on  sale  at  Mount  Vernon,  paying  the  Association  a  per- 
centage. Applications  of  this  sort  are  not  infrequently  made, 
but  the  objections  to  such  arrangements  are  so  positive,  that  the 
proposition  was  declined,  with  thanks  to  Mr.  Crutchett  for  the 
interest  shown  by  him  in  the  aims  of  the  Association.  It  is 
believed  that  a  good  g^ide-book  and  photographs  of  Mount 
Vernon  authorized  by  Council,  will  best  meet  the  wants  of 
visitors. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  (Mrs.  Ball)  presented  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Johnston,  Chairman  of  the  Yorktown  Centennial  Com- 
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mission,  inviting  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association  to  attend  in  their  oflScial  capacity,  the  cele- 
bration at  Yorktown,  in  October  next  Also  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Holliday  (Virginia)  urging  upon  Council  the  acceptance 
of  the  invitation,  as  demanded  by  the  position  held  by  them  in 
regard  to  the  memory  of  .General  Washington.  Council  de- 
sired to  make  every  acknowledgement  of  the  invitation  and  of  the 
added  courtesy  of  Governor  Holliday,  and  were  quite  ready  to 
see  the  propriety  of  attendance  at  Yorktown  if  such  attendance 
became  practically  possible.  But  the  expense  of  such  an  effort 
on  their  part  would  be  large,  and  the  right  of  the  Council  to 
appropriate  the  funds  belonging  to  them,  as  an  Association,  to 
such  a  purpose,  was  doubted  by  the  Regent  and  many  of  the 
Vice-Regents.  The  proposition  of  Governor  Holliday  to  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  was  that  the  ladies  should  go  in  their 
own  boat  and  make  use  of  it  for  their  accommodation  while  at 
Yorktown.  Council  consulted  Capt.  Blake  as  to  the  expense  of 
such  an  arrangement,  which  might  entail  the  necessity  for  pro- 
viding another  boat  on  the  Mount  Vernon  route.  Capt.  Blake 
expressed  the  utmost  readiness  to  oblige  the  ladies  in  the  matter 
and  to  make  his  estimates  as  low  as  possible.  The  question 
remained  under  consideration  when  Council  received  the  annual 
visit  from  the  Board  of  Visitors  for  Virginia.  The  Board  was 
represented  by  four  of  its  five  members:  Judge  H.  W.  Thomas, 
Chairman,  Major  B.  P.  Noland,  Major  R.  W.  Hunter,  J.  M. 
Forbes,  Esq. 

They  were  accompanied  by  Judge  Ball,  Mr.  Corcoran  and 
Gen.  Halsted,  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

These  gentiemen  were  received  as  usual  by  Council,  and  ex- 
pressed themselves  well  pleased  with  the  condition  of  Mount 
Vernon  and  the  management  of  the  Association. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  then  discussed  the  proposed  excursion 
to  Yorktown,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Regent,  gave  their 
opinions  to  the  effect  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Regent  and 
Vice-Regents  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  this  culminating 
event  in  Washington's  military  career;  that  the  country  would 
regard  their  absence  unfavorably,  and,  above  all,  that  Council 
had  a  legal  right  to  appropriate  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  from  the  funds  of  the  Association.  This  was  followed 
by  a  declaration  of  the  same  opinion  by  the  members  of  the 
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Advisory  Committee  present  Council  reserved  their  decision 
till  further  information  as  to  details  could  be  obtained,  but 
acknowledged,  with  thanks,  the  courteous  urgency  of  the  gentle- 
men that  they  should  be  present  as  representatives  of  the  love 
and  care  which  the  nation  bestows  upon  the  home  where  the 
Father  of  the  Republic  dwelt,  and  the  tomb  wherein  his  ven- 
erated ashes  lie. 

In  a  subsequent  session  of  the  Council,  it  was  found  that  many 
of  the  ladies  were  unable  to  overcome  their  scruples  in  regard 
to  diverting  the  funds  of  the  Association  from  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  originally  raised — but  so  great  was  the  desire 
of  the  ladies  to  do  honor  to  their  trust  and  appear  at  the  festival 
in  memory  of  Washington,  that  it  was  decided  to  leave  the 
whole  matter  open,  in  the  hope  that  some  means  may  be  found 
by  which  the  excursion  may  be  accomplished  without  charge  to 
the  Association. 

Among  the  visitors  received  by  Council  during  the  session, 
was  John  Davis,  Esq.,  now  of  Washington,  whose  services  as 
legal  adviser  of  Council,  several  years  ago,  are  remembered  with 
gratitude,  and  who  renewed  his  kindly  offers  of  legal  aid  in  any 
emergency. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  (Mrs.  Yulee)  requested  Council 
to  assign  to  her  State  an  unappropriated  chamber  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  Mansion,  which  was  granted. 

It  being  found  that  the  old  Council  room  will  not  contain  the 
increasing  number  of  coats-of-arms  belonging  to  States  which 
have  no  rooms  assigned  them,  it  was  decided,  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  (Mrs.  Washington), 
to  place  them  in  the  corridor  leading  to  Mrs.  Washington's  bed- 
chamber. The  removal  and  rearrangement  were  personally 
superintended  by  Council,  and  the  result  proved  extremely  sat- 
isfactory. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  (Mrs.  Washington)  hav- 
ing ascertained  that  the  Pennsylvania  room  traditionally  bore 
the  name  of  The  River  Room,  the  Regent  gave  orders  to  have 
that  designation  placed  over  the  door.  This  room  is  occupied 
during  the  sessions  of  Council  by  the  Regent  (Mrs.  Laughton), 
who  has  recently  improved  its  appearance  by  the  addition  of  sev- 
eral fine  pieces  of  old  furniture.  A  handsome  mantel-mirror 
adorns  the  chimney;  an  ancient ^clock  still  notes  the  passing 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1881.  11 

hours,  and  three  dignified  and  spacious  arm-chairs  seem  to 
remind  the  visitor  of  the  old-time  worthies  who  long  ago  sat 
thereon. 

The  establishment  of  a  postoflice  at  Mount  Vernon,  having 
proved  convenient  in  many  ways,  it  was  decided  to  ask  for  a 
renewal  of  the  contract  at  the  e:q>iration  of  the  present  term  in 
July. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  (Mrs. 
Ball)  laid  before  Council  last  year,  a  very  tempting  proposition 
for  tEe  construction  of  a  drive  about  the  place,  by  which  visitors 
might  obtain  a  better  idea  of  its  extent  and  beauty.  This  drive, 
although  advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  present  road  through 
the  grounds,  would  require  so  large  an  outlay  (the  Virginia  soil 
not  easily  yielding  up  its  preferences  for  a  fresh  water-course 
every  time  it  rains),  that  Council  reluctantly  acknowledged  that 
it  could  not  be  afforded  at  present  But  the  plan  is  in  every  way 
so  attractive  that  the  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  have  sur- 
veys made,  and  to  send  in  estimates  of  its  cost..  This  was  done 
in  connection  with  another  plan  entertained  by  the  Association, 
viz.:  the  restoration  of  an  old  avenue  in  use  in  Washington's 
time,  but  long  ago  abandoned  and  now  partly  overgrown  by 
trees.  The  project  for  this  restoration  originated  with  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Wisconsin  (Mrs.  Mitchell),  who  has  already  restored 
the  lodges,  and  who  generously  »off ered  to  raise  a  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  if  it  proved  feasible.  From  the  estimates, 
however,  it  appeared  that  the  restoration  of  this  old  avenue  into 
a  condition  of  permanent  usefulness  would  cost  a  large  sum,  and 
require  the  bridging  over  of  two  very  troublesome  ravines,  and  it 
was  decided  by  Council  that  any  funds  available  for  road  pur- 
poses shall  be  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the  present  road, 
with  a  view  to  some  future  plan  for  a  return  drive  to  the  Man- 
sion, which  will  allow  to  visitors  the  opportunity  for  seeing 
Mount  Vernon,  which  was  proposed  by  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Virginia.  It  is  very  much  desired  that  the  funds  for  these  pur- 
poses shall  be  obtained. 

For  the  piupose  of  aiding  in  defraying  the  expense  of  a  new 
ambulance  for  the  use  of  those  boat  passengers  who  object  to 
climbing  the  hill  on  foot,  a  fare  of  ten  cents  each  way  was  ordered 
for  passengers  making  use  of  the  present  ambulance.  It  has 
hitherto  been  furnished  free  of  cost  to  invalids  or  persons  in  any 
way  unable  to  bear  fatigue. 
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The  Association  is  always  alive  to  any  possible  risks  from  fire, 
which  would,  of  course,  do  irreparable  injury  if  once  allowed  to 
gain  headway.  A  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  from 
time  to  time  in  such  precautions  as  are  possible  in  so  isolated  a 
place.  The  tank  in  the  grounds  was  enlarged  a  few  years  ago; 
fire  extinguishers  were  purchased,  and  a  garden  eng^e,  now 
worn  out,  was  applicable  also  as  a  fire  engine.  This  year  it  was 
voted  that  a  new  garden  engine  of  superior  power  shall  be  pur- 
chased; and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  (Miss  Long- 
fellow) presents  the  timely  gift  of  a  Babcock  Fire  Extinguisher 
to  replace  those  previously  used  by  the  Association  which  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  chemicals  employed. 

The  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Superintendent  (Col.  Hollings- 
worth)  were  examined  and  found  correct  by  Finance  Committee, 
and  were  approved  by  the  Regent  in  presence  of  Council. 

Council  authorized  the  Superintendent  to  expend  the  follow- 
ing sums: 

For  painting  roof  of  bam  with  metallic  paint $150.00 

"    repairing  paint  on  outside  of  mansion 150.00 

"    lowering  roof  of  greenhouse  and  repairs 150.00 

"    repairing  the  fallen  ceiling  in  the  banquet  room.     50.00 
"    strengthening  and  supporting  the  main  hall  be- 
neath the  cupola 50.00 

or  $75  if  iron  pillars  inside  the  walls  prove  necessary. 

The  garden  engine  will  cost  about  $125,  and  the  forcing  house 
$200  more;  the  latter  outlay  will  be  met  by  Mrs.  Campbell's  gift 
to  the  Regent 

The  Regent  was  requested  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  in 
regard  to  the  best  sort  of  wagon  or  ambulance  for  Mount  Ver- 
non purposes,  and  to  purchase  such  an  one. 

Committees  appointed: 

Finance  Committee — ^Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Miss  Harper, 
Maryland;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mansion  Committee — ^Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Townsend, 
New  York;  Mrs.  Barry,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of 
Columbia. 

Committee  on  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia. 
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Committee  on  Greenhouse — Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina; 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

Council  expressed  to  the  Superintendent  its  satisfaction  with 
his  management  of  the  estate,  which,  in  spite  of  the  hardships  of 
an  exceptionally  severe  winter,  is  in  thriving  and  hopeful  con- 
dition. 

On  Saturday  evening  after  adjourning  the  Council,  which  had 
been  in  session  for  five  days,  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  left 
Mount  Vernon  by  special  boat;  the  ladies  who  had  gathered 
together  from  such  wide  distances,  and  whose  annual  meeting 
has  grown  to  be  such  a  pleasant  mixture  of  serious  business 
work  and  affectionate  social  intercourse,  separated  with  cordial 
congratulations  on  the  work  accompHshed,  and  in  the  hope  of 
reassembling  together  on  the  24th  of  May,  1882. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Wednesday,  May  24,  1882. 


The  ladies  present  were:  Regent,  Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Vice-Regents,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine,  with  proxies  for  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee  and  California;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachu- 
setts; Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey, 
with  proxies  for  Connecticut  and  E^sas;  Miss  Harper,  Mary- 
land; Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina; 
Mrs.  Eve,  Georg^;  Mrs.  Herbert,  Alabama;  Mrs.  Yulee,  Florida, 
with  proxy  for  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Barry, 
Illinois,  with  proxy  for  Delaware;  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Ohio. 

The  session  opened  as  usual,  with  the  reading  of  Scripture  by 
the  Regent  and  recital  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  by  the  ladies. 

Reading  of  Minutes  of  last  Council  by  the  Secretary  of 
Councils. 

The  Regent  read  her  Report. 

REPORT. 

Ladies: — In  again  welcoming  you  to  our  Annual  Council,  it 
is  with  great  pleasure  I  am  able  to  say  that  our  aflEairs  during  the 
past  year  have  been  satisfactorily  prosperous,  and  that  we  may 
congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  increased  interest  that  is  evi- 
dently felt  in  Moimt  Vernon  throughout  the  country.  From  the 
Report  of  the  Superintendent,  you  will  learn  how  carefully  the 
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instructions  given  by  the  last  Council  have  been  carried  out, 
and  you  will  be  gratified  in  seeing  for  yourselves,  how  correctly 
the  various  necessary  restorations  have  been  accomplished.  The 
important  question  of  strengthening  the  support  of  the  ceiling 
of  the  main  hall  has,  I  think,  been  very  successfully  met  by  the 
architect,  Mr.  Fleming,  and  he  assures  me  that  it  is  now  per- 
fectly secure.  The  portion  of  the  ceiling  of  the  banquet  room 
that  was  so  badly  broken  as  to  greatly  injure  the  appearance  of 
the  room,  has  also,  as  you  will  observe,  been  very  neatly  repaired 
by  him,  and  the  ornaments  on  it,  many  of  which  were  badly 
damaged  by  the  fall,  have  been  mended  and  restored  to  their 
original  positions.  The  selection  of  a  new  boat  wagon  to  carry 
visitors  from  the  wharf,  was  entrusted  to  me,  and  I  think  you 
will  all  be  pleased  with  the  one  made  specially  for  us  by  Fulton, 
Walker  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  the  cost  price  of  which  was  $450, 
but  these  gentlemen  made  it  for  $425,  asking  that  $25  should  be 
considered  their  donation  to  Mount  Vernon. 

You  will  remember  that  we  received  at  our  Council  last  year, 
through  the  Vice-Regent  of  Virginia,  an  invitation  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Yorktown  Committee  to  attend  the  Centennial 
Celebration  to  be  held  there  in  October  last.  This  invitation,  as 
you  will  also  recollect,  was  repeated  by  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Visitors  with  much  urgency,  based  upon  the  supposition  that  we 
could  take  our  own  boat  for  the  expedition,  which,  upon  subse- 
quent discussion  of  the  matter,  we  unanimously  decided  we  had 
no  right  to  do;  but  the  question  of  our  attendance  was  left  open 
"in  the  hope  that  some  means  would  be  found  by  which  the 
excursion  might  be  accomplished  without  charge  to  the  Asso- 
ciation." In  consequence  of  this  decision,  I  determined  to  make 
every  effort  to  induce  the  Government,  or  the  committees  in 
charge  of  the  arrangements,  to  provide  suitable  means  for  our 
Board  to  attend  a  celebration  at  which  it  seemed  so  proper  we 
should  be  present;  and  I  therefore  begged  our  legal  adviser,  Mr. 
John  Davis,  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  ask  if  a  boat 
could  not  be  put  at  our  disposal,  or  some  suitable  way  be  pro- 
vided for  our  attendance.  Mr.  Davis  gave  the  subject  imme- 
diate attention,  called  upon  the  Secretary  and  various  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  management  of  the  affair,  and  presented  our 
claims  in  the  strongest  manner.    They  were  readily  admitted 
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and  regrets  expressed  at  the  impossibility  of  offering  us  any 
facilities  whatever,  owing  to  the  small  appropriation  they  had 
to  meet  their  heavy  expenses.  Just  about  this  time  I  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  Virginia  Board  of  Visitors, 
written,  as  he  said,  by  request  of  the  Governor  of  that  State,  in 
which  the  hope  was  expressed  "  that  the  ladies  of  the  Association 
would  take  their  boat,  and  join  the  fleet  as  it  passed  Mount  Ver- 
non and  accompany  it  to  Yorktown."  I  replied  at  once  to  Mr. 
Hunter,  requesting  him  to  thank  the  Governor  for  his  invitation, 
but  explaining  the  unsuccessful  efforts  I  had  made  to  have  any 
means  provided  by  either  the  General  or  State  Governments,  or 
the  committee  in  charge  of  arrangements  for  our  attendance; 
and  that  we  were  consequently  reluctantly  compelled  to  give  up 
the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  an  occasion  that  would  natur- 
ally be  so  full  of  interest  to  us.  I  will  read  to  you  my  whole  cor- 
respondence upon  the  subject,  as  also  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which,  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  I  invited  the 
French  and  German  guests  to  visit  Mt.  Vernon;  and  I  also  in- 
structed our  Superintendent  to  receive  them  with  every  cour- 
tesy, and  make  their  visit  as  interesting  as  possible.  They  did 
— as  you  know — come  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  expressed  them- 
selves much  pleased  with  their  visit. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I  announce  to  you  the  death  of 
our  valued  colleague,  Mrs.  Campbell,  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri, 
whose  genial  presence  among  us  at  the  Council  of  1880,  and  gen- 
erous gift,  are  so  pleasantly  and  gratefully  remembered  by  all 
who  met  her.  I  will,  at  the  proper  time,  ask  you  to  unite  with 
me  in  a  resolution  expressive  of  our  deep  regret  at  our  loss,  and 
of  sympathy  with  her  family.  The  death  of  our  able  Treasurer 
and  steadfast  friend,  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  was  felt,  I  am  sure, 
as  a  real  sorrow  by  each  one  of  us,  and  the  older  members  of 
the  Council  will  readily  recall  the  faithful  and  generous  manner 
in  which  he  stood  by  Mount  Vernon  in  our  dark  days  during 
the  war,  when  all  our  resources  were  cut  off,  and  he  came  to 
that  never-to-be-forgotten  Council  held  in  1864,  and  assured  us 
that  he  would  advance  the  money  necessary  to  support  Mount 
Vernon  until  our  usual  sources  of  revenue  were  again  opened 
to  us.  Ever  since  I  became  your  Regent,  and  especially  since 
the  death  of  my  father,  one  of  the  Association's  best  friends,  I 
have  found  constant  help  in  the  wise  counsels  of  Mr.  Riggs,  and 
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his  courteous  readiness  to  assist  us  in  every  way.  You  will  be 
glad  to  learn  that  his  son  and  successor  in  the  banking  house, 
Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  his  father's 
place  and  become  our  Treasurer,  and  to  his  report  I  refer  you 
for  the  financial  statement  of  the  past  year. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  special  pleasure  to  me  that  so  large  a 

number  of  our  Vice-Regents  have  been  able  to  come  to  this 

Council,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  meeting  will  be  one  of  great 

usefulness  to  our  good  cause  and  of  individual  pleasure  to  us  all. 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON, 

Regent. 

The  Regent  then  read  the  correspondence  held  after  adjourn- 
ment of  last  Council,  with  Major  Hunter,  of  Board  of  Visitors 
for  Virg^ia,  Mrs.  Ball,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  and  Mr.  John 
Davis,  of  Washington,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  attendance  of 
the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  at  the  centennial  celebration  then 
to  be  held  at  Yc«-ktown. 

Council  expressed  its  complete  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  Regent  had  managed  the  details  of  this  embarrassing 
question. 

The  Regent  read  Mr.  Fleming's  account  of  necessary  expenses 
incurred  in  carrying  out  the  repairs  on  the  ceiling  of  the  banquet 
room  and  in  supporting  the  hall  ceiling.  The  estimates  made 
last  year  proved  inadequate,  but  upon  examination  Council  ap- 
proved of  the  increased  expenditure.  The  cost  of  these  two 
important  works  was  $238.39. 

The  Regent  then  presented  and  read  the  Superintendent's 
Report: 

Ladies: — I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1882. 

During  the  past  year  the  number  of  visitors  by  boat  to  Mount 
Vernon  has  been  14,893,  and  by  land  194.  The  revenue  from  all 
sources  has  amounted  to  $11,636.22,  the  expenditures  are  $11,- 
273.41,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  $362.81;  of  the  amount 
expended  $1,350  was  used  in  repairs. 

At  present  there  are  50  acres  under  cultivation,  10  in  com,  i  in 
potatoes,  12  in  rye,  6  in  wheat,  9  in  timothy  for  hay  and  12  in 
clover.    There  is  a  fine  prospect  for  fruit 
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There  are  4  horses,  13  cows  and  12  hogs. 
After  the  adjournment  of  Council,  nearly  all  the  servants  were 
taken  ill  with  chills.    I  of  course  had  to  employ  others  to  fill 
their  places.    I  was  obliged  to  employ  a  physician  to  attend 
them,  whose  bill  will  be  placed  before  Council. 

The  ladies  will  see  for  themselves  what  improvements  and 
repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  also  what  is  still 
needed  at  Mount  Vernon. 

I  remain  respectfully, 

J.  McH.  HOLLINGSWORTH, 

Superintendent, 
Accepted. 

The  Regent  presented,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Neill,  Provost 
of  MacaJester  College,  Minnesota,  an  original  manuscript  ac- 
count between  General  Washington  and  George  William  Fair- 
fax, dated  1773.    Acknowledged,  with  thanks. 

The  Regent  read  the  Treasurer's  Report: 

The  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

in  account  with  Geo.  W.  Riggs,  Treasurer. 

1881.  Dr. 

June  23.    To  Regent's  check  to  HoUingsworth $  191 .50 

Aug.    3.     "  "  "  M.  J.  M.  Sweat 24.00 

Oct.    25.      "  **  "  HoUingsworth 300.00 

1882. 

Feb.   21.  Balance  in  hands  of  Geo.  W.  Riggs,  Treas.  .2,347.90 

$2,863.40 
1881.  Cr. 

June     6.     By  balance  as  per  Report $2,444.02 

23.      "    Ga.  Central  R.  R.,  less  ex.,  37  cts 146.63 

27.     "    Miss  Harper  50.00 

27.     "    Miss  Walker 50.00 

29.      "    Scrip  Div.  Ga.  Central  R.  R.,  $60,  less 

25  cts 59-75 

July      I.     "   U.  S.  4  per  cent,  int 83 .00 

I.     "      "      6    "      "      "   30.00 

$2,863.40 
Mr.  George  W.  Riggs  died  August  24,  1881. 
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The  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

in  account  with  E.  F.  Riggs,  Treasurer. 

1882.  Dr. 

Feb.    21.    To  Regent's  check  to  Hollingsworth $   300.00 

Mar.  14.     "        **  "  Fleming    238.29 

April  21.  "        "              "           Fulton,  Walker  &  Co.  425. po 

May   24.    Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 2,271 .11 

$3,234.40 
1882.  Cr. 

Feb.   21.    By  balance  from  old  Treasurer's  account. .  .$2,347.90 

April    I.     "   U.  S.  4  }<  int.,  Oct.,  Jan.  and  April 249.00 

"      "      4i  ^  int.,  Sept.,  Dec.  and  March. .      607.50 
"      "      Pacific  R.  R.,  6th  January 30.00 

$3,234.40 
May   24.     By  balance  on  hand 2,271 .11 

Accepted. 

Also  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  accepting  the  office 
of  Treasurer,  and  offering  his  most  cordial  services  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  Secretary  of  Councils  read  her  correspondence  with  sev- 
eral members  of  the  ex-Board  of  Visitors  for  Virginia;  also 
letters  received  by  her  from  the  Vice-Regents  for  Rhode  Island, 
Delaware  and  California. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  G.  W.  Butier  to  the 
Superintendent,  in  regard  to  proposed  interment,  in  the  Wash- 
ington Vault,  of  certain  deceased  members  of  that  family.  The 
Superintendent  was  instructed  to  reply  that  the  Act  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Association  stipulated  that  no  person  should 
henceforth  be  interred  in  the  vault. 

Secretary  of  Councils  read  over  the  contract  with  Captain 
Blake  of  the  steamer  Corcoran,  as  it  expires  so  near  the  date  of 
the  next  Council.  Captain  Blake  desired  to  extend  the  contract 
for  five  years  on  the  same  terms,  and  to  be  informed  if  he  could 
do  so,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  also  secure  an  extension  of  his 
lease  of  the  wharf  at  Washington. 

The  Regent  read  further  details  concerning  the  expenditures 
for  repairs  during  the  past  year,  including  the  lowering  of  roof 
of  greenhouse. 
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Secretary  of  Councils  read  a  letter  from  the  Vice-Regent  for 
California,  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  gateway  at  the 
wharf,  as  proposed  last  year  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  California. 
Laid  on  the  table,  in  order  that  fuller  information  on  the  subject 
might  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Reed,  the  architect,  to  whom  the 
drawing  of  a  plan  had  been  entrusted. 

REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reported: 

That  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  last  Council,  she  had 
taken  the  bond  of  the  Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  for  $500,  pre- 
sented to  the  Endowment  Fund  by  her  father,  in  1871,  and 
exchanged  it  for  a  certificate  of  stock  at  50  per  cent  of  its  orig- 
inal value,  all  the  bonds  of  that  road  having  been  called  in  under 
an  Act  of  the  Maine  Legislature.  This  certificate  she  now  gave 
to  the  Regent,  in  presence  of  Council,  and  received  instructions  to 
sell  the  half-share  scrip  accompanying  it  at  the  best  market  price 
and  transmit  the  amount  received  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 
Also  the  gift  of  two  volumes  for  the  Library  at  Mount  Vernon, 
from  the  firm  or  Loring,  Short  &  Harmon,  Booksellers  of  Port- 
land, Maine.  One  of  these  volumes  is  a  handsomely  illustrated 
History  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  the  other  a 
Life  of  Washington  in  the  French  language. 

Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reported: 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  the  receipt  of  an 
autograph  military  order  from  Mr.  J.  L.  Brown,  of  Georgia. 
This  has  been  framed  and  hung  in  the  library. 

She  has  also  received  the  gift  of  portraits  of  Gen.  and  Mrs. 
Washington,  from  Mr.  Nathan  Appleton,  to  be  placed  in  the 
library. 

Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  reported: 

I  present  to  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association,  from  Mr.  George  A. 
Tomlinson,  of  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  a  newspaper,  long  an  heir- 
loom in  his  family,  which  was  printed  January  2,  1800,  and  con- 
tains much  that  is  interesting  concerning  Washington's  death 
and  his  funeral  ceremonies. 

The  frame  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  J.  G.  Batterson,  of  Hartford, 


10  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1882. 

Connecticut,  and  is  made  of  wood  from  the  famous  "  Charter 
Oak,"  of  this  State,  and  actually,  for  many  years,  formed  the 
frame  of  the  "  Charter  of  Connecticut."  Mr.  Tomlinson  kindly 
attaches  the  condition  to  his  gift  that  I  shall  select  the  position 
where  it  is  to  hang. 

While  deeply  regretting  my  inability  to  attend  this  Council,  I 
would  particularly  urge  upon  Council  to  allow  me  to  devote  the 
handsome  sum  left  by  the  Vice-Regent  of  Indiana,  Mrs.  Fitch, 
in  my  care,  to  the  purpose  for  which  she  intended  it — the  restor- 
ing of  the  upper  hall — ^and  which  Council  refused  last  year  to 
permit 

S.  R  J.  HUDSON,  Vice-Regent. 

Vice-Regent  for  New  York  reported: 

The  Vice-Regent  from  New  York  has  collected  a  small  sum 
of  money  towards  the  restoration  of  the  drawing  room,  and  will 
begin  her  work  by  paying  her  indebtedness  to  the  general 
treasury,  which,  during  her  absence  in  Europe,  kindly  advanced 
$67.50  towards  the  repairs  of  the  ceiling,  and  hopes  in  another 
year  to  lay  a  new  flooring. 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  reported: 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  the  following  gifts  since  the  last 
Council. 

From  Miss  Carrie  Mason,  daughter  of  our  former  Vice-Regent 
for  Virginia,  $10  for  the  Virginia  room,  and  a  set  of  dimity  win- 
dow curtains  and  pillow  cases. 

Also  a  gift  of  most  interesting  and  valuable  relics  from  Mrs. 
George  Goldsborough,  granddaughter  of  Eliza  Custis,  presented 
through  Mrs.  Gen.  Heth,  for  the  Virginia  room.  These  consist 
of  a  trunk  used  by  Gen.  Washington  during  the  war,  and  marked 
with  his  name,  on  a  brass  plate.  An  arm  chair,  owned  and  used 
in  her  bedchamber  by  his  wife.  A  dressing  glass  and  set  of 
toilet  boxes  that  Mrs.  George  Washington  used  upon  her  own 
dressing  table.    A  large  antique  quilt. 

Also  a  very  unique  silk  embroidered  bed-quilt,  made  by  Gen. 
Washington's  niece  Frances  (daughter  of  Charles  Washington, 
and  grandmother  of  the  donor,  Judge  Charles  B.  Ball). 

EMMA  R.  BALL,  Vice-Regent. 
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Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reported: 

Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reports  with  satisfaction  the 
restoration  of  the  room  assigned  to  her,  and  its  partial  refur- 
nishing. Mr.  Fleming  most  admirably  performed  his  important 
part  in  having  the  original  color  of  the  walls  and  painting  of 
wood  work  perfectly  restored.  Each  article  of  furniture  in  the 
room  has  its  historic  record,  associated  by  use  with  Gen.  Wash- 
ington and  his  family.  The  mantel  mirror  is  an  antique  relic, 
also  the  dressing  table  and  glass,  which  are  the  personal  gift  of 
the  Vice-Regent  Mrs.  Washington  likewise  presents  two  val- 
uable autograph  papers,  one  a  drawing  of  the  chimney  of  the 
room  made  by  General  Washington.  They  were  moimted  on 
board  and  the  frames  donated  by  Mr.  Fleming.  Three  antique 
and  pretty  pictures,  quaintly  framed,  one  of  Mount  Vernon  in  the 
olden  time,  and  another  of  the  birthplace  of  Washington — 
Wakefield  on  the  Potomac,  in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia, 
were  contributed  by  Mr.  Cassin  of  Georgetown.  The  room  will 
be  completed  within  the  year. 

To  the  two  Senators,  Davis  and  Camden,  of  West  Virginia,  the 
Vice-Regent  is  indebted  for  contributions  of  flowers  for  the 
greenhouse,  and  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  for  palm 
and  other  seeds  of  rare  flowers  and  plants.  Also  to  Mr.  Acker, 
of  New  York,  for  the  proffer  of  $100,  for  improvement  of  the 
lunch  room. 

The  beautiful  wreath  of  flowers,  contributed  for  the  Tomb  on 
Decoration  Day,  by  Messrs.  Tenney  &  Co.,  of  the  National 
Hotel,  Washington,  merits  especial  attention. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Vice-Regent. 

Vice-Regent  for  California  reported: 

I  had  the  honor  of  suggesting  to  the  last  Council  my  desire, 
with  its  consent,  of  erecting  a  gateway  at  the  wharf  entrance  of 
Mt  Vernon,  as  a  contribution  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. In  that  communication  I  pointed  out  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  furnish  me  with  a  design  and  plans  and  specifica- 
tions and  estimate  of  cost,  before  I  could  ask  the  people  of  the 
State  to  contribute  towards  its  construction. 

The  Report  of  1881  states  that  arrangements  would  be  made 
to  secure  a  suitable  design  and  the  necessary  plans.    But  I  regret 
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to  say  they  have  never  reached  me.  It  will  be  a  vain  effort  to 
solicit  money  for  the  construction  of  a  work  of  which  I  could 
give  no  more  definite  description  than  that  it  was  an  entrance 
gate  for  Mount  Vernon.  It  would  create  but  little  interest.  If, 
however,  I  could  exhibit  a  handsome  lithograph,  as  I  intended 
to  do,  showing  the  design  and  its  position  with  reference  to  the 
grounds,  and  give  its  probable  cost,  there  would  not,  I  think, 
be  much  doubt  of  my  success. 

I  should  regret  this  delay  the  more  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  last  year  appeals  were  made  to  the 
poptilar  purse  in  aid  of  the  Garfield  Monument  and  the  Home  for 
Disabled  Soldiers.  I  see,  however,  nothing  now  in  the  way  of 
success,  and  it  would  gratify  me  to  be  able  to  round  off  my 
twenty-two  years'  term  of  service  by  inducing  the  people  of  Calir 
fomia  to  do  this  graceful  act  I  would  then  feel  disposed  to 
yield  my  trust  to  younger  hands. 

Yours,  etc., 

M.  G.  BLANDING,  Vice-Regent. 

It  having  been  supposed  that  a  plan  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Blanding 
some  months  before,  inquiry  was  at  once  made,  and  it  was  found 
that  through  some  misunderstanding  the  plan  was  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  architect. 

Reports  accepted  and  gifts  officially  acknowledged. 


Friday,  May  26. 

Regent  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Riggs,  expressing  regret  at  not 
being  able  to  meet  the  ladies  at  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Whereas,  In  the  Providence  of  God,  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs, 
the  late  friend  and  Treasurer  of  this  Association,  has  been  re- 
moved from  earthly  scenes,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death,  we  have  lost  not  only  a  wise  and 
faithful  guardian  of  our  funds,  but  an  able  counsellor  and  a 
steadfast  friend. 

Resolved,  That  we  cherish  in  grateful  remembrance  the  gener- 
osity with  which,  in  times  of  anxiety  and  of  peril  to  the  Associa- 
tion, especially  during  the  exigencies  of  the  civil  strife,  he  vol- 
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untarily  advanced  from  his  private  purse  the  temporary  relief 
required  to  bridge  over  the  threatening  period,  thus  enabling 
the  ladies  to  carry  forward  their  patriotic  work — ^in  which  he 
warmly  sympathized — to  its  present  state  of  assured  prosperity. 
Resolved,  That  this  Association  welcome  most  cordially  the  son, 
as  successor  to  his  honored  father;  that  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  this  Association,  and  that  the  Regent 
be  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  them  to  the  bereaved  family. 

Accepted  by  Council,  and  the  Regent  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  to  the  family. 

At  the  request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Councils  read  aloud  to  Council  a  letter  from  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Connecticut,  entitled  "  Instructions  to  my  Proxy,"  in 
regard  to  several  propositions  she  wished  to  have  brought  before 
Council.  At  the  request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  Council 
took  up  these  propositions  separately  and  in  order;  they  are 
entered  at  leng^  upon  the  minutes  of  Council,  but  their  adop- 
tion was  unanimously  considered  inexpedient. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama  requested  that  the  main  hall  of 
the  mansion  be  allotted  to  her  State,  and  expressed  her  inten- 
tion, if  her  request  were  granted,  to  at  once  take  measures  for 
its  careful  restoration. 

This  request  was  granted. 

The  Regent  signed  the  commission  of  the  Superintendent  for 
the  coming  year,  in  the  presence  of  Council. 

The  sum  of  $100  was  voted  by  Council  to  be  presented  to  Col. 
Hollingsworth,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  his  con- 
stant and  faithful  service  to  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin, 

Voted,  That  the  Superintendent  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  a 
vacation  of  two  weeks  during  each  summer,  upon  leaving  Mount 
Vernon  in  charge  of  a  suitable  and  responsible  person  during  his 
absence. 

Voted  unanimously. 

The  ladies  having  personally  examined,  with  the  Superin- 
tendent, the  indications  still  existing  of  the  direction  of  the  old 
avenue  used  by  Gen.  Washington,  are  desirous  of  restoring  it  as 
thoroughly  as  shall  prove  possible.     Its  course  is  sometimes  side 
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by  side  with  the  present  road,  at  others  crosses  it  and  is  lost  in 
the  ravines  or  the  woods.  A  portion  of  it  was  paved  with  flat 
stones,  which  still  remain,  and  furnish  a  sure  indication  of  its 
course.  The  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin  has  long  been  desirous 
that  this  avenue  should  be  restored,  and  Council  authorized  her 
to  procure  an  accurate  survey  of  the  ground  preparatory  to  its 
restoration.  Mrs.  Mitchell's  plan  is  to  have  the  necessary  funds 
furnished  by  contributions  from  the  school  children  of  her  State. 

Mrs.  Mitchell  was  also  authorized  by  the  Council  to  corre- 
spond with  the  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  money  left  by  Mrs.  Fitch,  Vice-Regent  for 
Iowa,  to  the  restoration  of  the  old  gateway  upon  this  restored 
avenue. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin  moved  that  measures  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  obtaining  telephonic  com- 
munication with  Washington  for  Mount  Vernon.  Accepted  by 
Council,  and  the  Regent  requested  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
quiries. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina,  as  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Garden  and  Greenhouse,  presented  the  following 
Report: 

Your  committee  have  to  report  that  since  the  meeting  of  last 
Council,  the  roof  of  the  greenhouse  has  been  lowered  five  and  a 
half  feet;  that  it  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  is  now  in 
better  order  than  for  several  years  past 

The  building  of  a  forcing  house,  which  was  authorized  by  last 
Council,  has  been  postponed,  as  it  would  require  a  larger  outlay 
than  was  then  deemed  sufficient. 

As  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  I  obtained  some  time  ago  an 
order  from  Senator  Voorhees,  then  Chairman  of  Library,  for 
plants  and  flowers  from  the  Government  greenhouses.  Since 
then  a  new  system  has  been  entered  upon  at  Washington,  and 
orders  are  obtained  from  the  members  of  Congress  directly.  I 
sent  a  large  box  of  plants  from  the  Botanical  Gardens,  some  of 
which  I  find  in  excellent  condition.  I  have  the  promise  of 
japonicas  and  azaleas  from  Drayton  Hall,  South  Carolina. 

I  find  Mr.  Whelan,  the  present  gardener,  faithful  and  com- 
petent, and  present  with  pleasure  to  the  attention  of  Council  the 
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accompanying  report,  which  he  has  made  me  as  chairman  of 
your  committee. 

LUCY  H.  PICKENS, 
Chairman  of  Greenhouse  Committee. 
Accepted. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  moved  that  price  lists,  pre- 
pared by  the  gardener,  be  printed,  and  copies  sent  to  persons 
ordering  plants  at  Mount  Vernon.  It  was  deemed  inexpedient 
to  issue  catalogues  for  general  distribution  over  the  country. 

Approved,  and  the  Regent  authorized  to  procure  the  printing 
of  1,000  copies  of  the  said  price  lists. 


Saturday,  May  2j. 

The  Superintendent  appeared  before  Council,  and  was  con- 
sulted in  regard  to  pr<q)osed  expenditures. 

He  reported  to  Council  that  not  long  since  a  party  of  naval 
officers,  with  ladies,  landed  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  when  civilly 
requested  to  pay  the  usual  fee,  refused  to  do  so,  claiming  that 
they  were  exempted  from  payment  because  belonging  to  the 
navy.  After  some  expostulation  they  threw  down  the  money  in 
anger  and  went  away.  .Council  approved  of  Superintendent's 
action  in  exacting  the  fee. 

The  advisability  of  having  a  resident  carpenter  was  considered. 
The  Superintendent  was  in  favor  of  this  change,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  one  might  be  secured  for  $25  per  month.  Agreed 
to,  and  the  Superintendent  authorized  to  employ  one. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  moved  that  a  petition  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress  for  $100,000  as  an  addition  to  the  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

The  vote  being  taken,  proved  unanimous  in  the  negative,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  vote  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New 
Jersey. 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  presented,  "  in  behalf 
of  Maryland,"  a  check  for  $50  for  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Acknowledged  with  thanks  of  Council. 

The  Rector  of  Pohick  Church  was  introduced  to  Council  and 
very  cordially  received  by  the  ladies.  It  seems  most  appro- 
priate that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  relationships  of  Mount 
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Vernon,  in  Washington's  time  should  be  kept  up  by  his  repre- 
sentatives there,  and  the  proposition  that  the  Association  should 
rent  a  pew  in  the  church  which  stands  where  Washington's  did, 
was  received  with  pleasure,  and  the  Council  voted  the  sum  of 
$30  to  defray  the  expenses  for  a  year. 

The  Regent  read  the  list  of  desirable  repairs  at  Mount  Vernon, 
prepared  by  the  Superintendent 

Approved  by  Council,  and  to  be  carried  out  as  rapidly  as  the 
funds  of  the  Association  will  permit 

Appointment  of  Committees: 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Miss  Harper, 
Maryland;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachusetts; 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin. 

Committee  on  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

Committee  on  Greenhouse — ^Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina; 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  who  has  for 
many  years  been  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mansion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  inasmuch  as  all  the  rooms  in  the  Mansion  have 
now  been  assigned  to  different  States,  and  have  thus  passed  into 
the  care  of  the  Vice-Regents  of  those  States,  the  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Mansion  is  at  an  end  and  the  committee  ceases. 

This  conclusion  was  adopted  by  Council,  with  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  for  her  long  and 
earnest  labors  upon  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts,  the  chair- 
men of  committees  were  instructed  to  call  the  members  together 
at  the  first  possible  moment  after  the  meeting  of  Councils. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  Council  considered 
the  feasibility  of  erecting  a  substantial  brick  wall  in  place  of  the 
wooden  fence  now  in  need  of  expensive  repairs,  at  the  head  of 
the  lawn — ^this  wall  to  be  of  the  same  form  and  style  as  that 
which  presents  so  picturesque  a  feature  on  the  grounds  near  the 
house.  The  cost  of  fences  is  great;  repairs  have  to  be  frequent, 
and  a  somewhat  larger  expenditure  in  the  beginning  might  prove 
better  economy  in  the  end  by  securing  a  permanent  and  hand- 
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some  wall.  This  suggestion  met  with  unanimous  approval,  and 
an  examination  of  the  ground  by  the  ladies,  showed  that  the  line 
of  such  a  wall  is  well-defined  by  a  sub-structure  of  brick-work 
still  existing  over  a  large  part  of  the  way.  The  Superintendent 
was  instructed  to  arrange  for  the  construction  of  this  wall,  and 
to  use  for  the  purpose  as  many  as  possible  of  the  large  old  bricks 
to  be  found  upon  the  place.  It  appears  that  these  bricks  were 
made  in  Washington's  time,  in  a  brick  yard  upon  his  own  land, 
where  a  superior  clay  is  still  found. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  moved  "that  Council  consider 
the  expediency  of  burning  bricks  in  General  Washington's  brick 
yard,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  brick  walls  upon  the  place." 

Laid  on  the  table  for  future  consideration. 

On  Sunday,  the  Regent  and  several  of  the  Vice-Regents  drove 
to  Pohick  Church  and  attended  divine  service. 


Monday  Morning. 

The  Regent  read  her  reply  to  a  note  from  Hon.  W.  W.  Cor- 
coran, requesting  the  Association  to  loan  its  bust  of  Lafayette 
to  Mr.  Ward,  the  sculptor.    Approved. 

Also  a  letter  received  from  the  Agent  of  the  Telephone  Com- 
pany. 

The  Regent  was  requested  to  ask  the  Agent  to  come  to  Mount 
Vernon  the  next  day  and  confer  with  Council. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Johnson,  the  photographer,  has 
fulfilled  his  contract  with  the  Association  not  being  satisfactory. 
Council  revoked  the  permission  granted  him  by  the  Committee 
on  Photographs,  to  extend  his  sales  beyond  those  made  at  Mount 
Vernon  and  on  the  boat 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  moved 

That  the  Vice-Regents,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the 
energy  and  great  efficiency  of  their  Regent  in  all  the  interests  of 
Mount  Vernon  in  the  long  interval  between  Councils,  desire  to 
offer  to  her  their  grateful  thanks,  and  to  express  their  constant 
wishes  for  her  happiness  and  health. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

The  Regent  proposed  a  letter  of  condolence  for  the  family  of 
Mrs.  Campbell,  the  late  Vice-Regent  of  Missouri. 
Accepted. 

I"] 


-t 
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The  sum  of  $150  was  appropriated  for  the  supply  of  new  uni- 
forms for  the  employes. 

The  possibility  of  closing  in  the  present  open  lunch  room,  so 
as  to  make  it  comfortable  in  inclement  weather,  was  considered. 
In  this  connection,  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  stated 
that  Mr.  David  D.  Acker,  President  of  a  bank  in  New  York, 
had,  when  visiting  at  Mount  Vernon,  made  many  inquiries  of 
her  concerning  the  place  and  its  management.  He  had  sug- 
gested improvements  in  the  lunch  room,  and  promised  to  con- 
tribute $100  towards  such  object.  She  was  requested  to  write 
to  the  gentleman  and  see  if  this  sum  would  be  furnished,  and  the 
Regent  was  requested  to  g^ve  the  necessary  orders  to  the  Super- 
intendent to  expend  it  upon  the  room. 

Mr.  Charles  Reed,  Architect  from  Washington,  appeared 
before  Council  with  plans  and  estimates  for  the  gateway  at  the 
wharf,  which  California  proposes  to  build.  The  plan  was  ap- 
proved, and  certain  modifications,  required  by  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  soil  and  the  treacherous  action  of  the  river  in  bad  seasons, 
were  decided  upon.  It  is  difficult  for  persons,  unacquainted 
with  the  estate  at  Mount  Vernon,  to  fully  appreciate  the  great- 
ness of  obstacles  which  have  to  be  surmounted  in  carrying  on 
work  at  the  place.  The  ice  of  the  winters,  the  wild  and  sudden 
storms  of  the  summers,  joined  to  the  peculiarly  pasty  nature  of 
the  soil,  make  devastation  the  work  of  a  few  hours  and  restora- 
tion the  work  of  weeks.  The  sub-structure  of  a  permanent  gate- 
way at  the  wharf,  for  instance,  will  be  a  very  important  item  in 
the  whole  outlay,  but  it  would  be  worse  than  useless  to  diminish 
this  expenditure,  though  it  will  afterwards  count  for  little  to  the 
eye  of  the  visitor.  Mr.  Reed's  estimate  of  the  cost  of  sub-struc- 
ture, brick  wall,  terra  cotta  capping,  etc.,  was  $1,500.  He  was 
requested  to  rearrange  the  plan  as  decided  upon  and  transmit  it 
to  the  Regent,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  California, 
for  her  approval. 

Captain  Blake  appeared  before  Council,  and  the  Regent,  with 
approval  of  Council,  signed  an  extension  of  his  contract  with  the 
Association,  for  five  years  from  the  expiration  of  his  present  con- 
tract, and  upon  the  same  terms.  The  extension  will  expire  in 
1888.  The  Association  has  found  Captain  Blake  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  attentive  to  the  interests  and  dignity  of 
the  Association  and  courteous  in  fulfilling  all  the  proper  expec- 
tations of  the  visitors  to  Moimt  Vernon. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  moved  that  as  the  room 
in  which,  at  her  own  suggestion  two  years  ago,  the  coats-of-arms 
were  hung  has  been  allotted  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  to 
be  furnished  as  a  chamber,  the  coats-of-arms  be  transferred  to 
the  upper  hall.     Accepted. 

This  transfer  being  made  was  much  approved,  as  the  wall- 
spaces  of  the  hall  are  even  better  adapted  to  the  purpose  than 
those  of  the  room. 

The  Regent  stated  that  she  had  heard  that  the  public  would 
be  much  pleased  if  the  steamboat  could  remain  at  Mount  Vernon 
an  hour  longer  during  the  hot  months,  and  Captain  Blake  was 
consulted  as  to  milking  this  arrangement.  He  informed  Council 
that  he  is  obliged  to  deliver  the  mails  at  4  o'clock  at  Washington, 
and  that,  although  a  part  of  the  visitors  might  be  pleased  at  the 
change,  a  still  latger  portion  would  be  incommoded,  as  it  would 
prevent  travellers  from  reaching  the  railroad  trains  in  season  to 
leave  the  city.  He  stated  that  he  intended  to  run  two  trips  on 
Saturdays  during  the  summer,  and  this  would  fully  accom- 
modate the  public. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  through  Miss  Harper, 
Chairman  pro  tern,,  that  the  Superintendent's  books  and  vouchers 
had  been  examined  and  found  correct;  that  the  committee  had 
examined  the  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  lunch  table  and 
recommend  its  continuance;  that  examination  had  been  made 
into  sales  and  profits  of  photographs,  and  the  result  was  less 
satisfactory. 

Accepted. 

The  bill  of  Dr.  Latimer,  of  Washington,  who  had  taken  charge 
of  the  hands  during  the  unusually  malarial  season  and  hard 
winter  from  September,  1881,  till  May,  1882,  was  examined  and 
approved  by  Council.  His  bill,  including  medicines  furnished, 
amounted  to  $168,  and  the  Regent  was  authorized  to  pay  the  bill. 

Dr.  Latimer  was  unremitting  in  his  care  of  Mrs.  Eve,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Georgia,  who  remained  ill  at  Mount  Vernon  during 
the  whole  session,  and  most  courteously  but  positively  refused 
to  accept  pecuniary  compensation.  The  ladies  expressed  their 
sense  of  the  obligation  thus  conferred  upon  the  Association,  and 
their  personal  appreciation  of  his  skill  and  courtesy. 
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The  gift  of  a  copy  of  The  Portraits  of  Washington  was 
received  from  Mrs.  Walton,  former  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri. 
Acknowledged  with  thanks. 


Tuesday,  May  30th. 

It  is  the  custom,  when  Council  is  in  session  on  Decoration  Day, 
for  the  ladies  to  make  it  an  occasion  for  manifesting  their  per- 
sonal as  well  as  their  ofHcial  reverence  for  George  Washington, 
and  to  decorate  his  tomb  with  the  fairest  flowers,  which  at  this 
season,  make  the  whole  place  beautiful.  At  an  early  hour,  there- 
fore, they  assembled  in  the  Council  room,  surrounded  with  the 
spoils  of  garden,  greenhouse  and  fields.  Passion-flowers  and 
roses  lay  heaped  with  wild  daisies  and  graceful  fern  sprays,  and 
busy  hands  wrought  order  out  of  the  fragrant  chaos.  Those  most 
skilled  made  crosses,  wreaths  and  bouquets;  those  less  accus- 
tomed found  opportunity  to  expend  their  enthusiam  in  assorting 
and  aiding.  When  all  was  ready,  the  ladies  walked  to  the  tomb ; 
the  iron  gates  were  unlocked,  and  soon  the  gloomy  vault  grew 
beautiful  with  nature's  fairest  gifts.  A  large  cross  of  field  daisies 
stood  at  the  head  of  Washington's  sarcophagus,  palm  branches 
lay  upon  it,  a  cluster  of  daisies  and  ferns  was  at  its  foot;  wreaths 
and  blossoms  covered  Mrs.  Washington's  tomb,  rare  plants  filled 
the  usually  vacant  spaces,  and  last  of  all,  a  profusion  of  freshly 
cut  roses  were  strewn  upon  the  barren  floor,  and  the  sweet  per- 
fume banished  the  damps  of  the  time-honored  grave.  Each  lady 
reverently  placed  her  offering  within  the  inclosure,  passed  out 
silently,  the  gates  were  closed,  the  ladies  returned  to  the  house, 
and  the  tomb,  made  almost  beautiful,  awaited  the  crowd  of 
visitors. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  boat,  a  large  box  of  cut  flowers  was 
received  from  President  Arthur.  Also  a  wreath  of  calla  lilies 
and  Marshal  Neil  roses,  from  Messrs.  Tenny  &  Co.,  of  the  Na- 
tional Hotel.  These  were  added  to  the  floral  decorations  of  the 
tomb.  Nearly  500  visitors  came  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the 
day. 

Mr.  Gentry,  Agent  for  the  Telephone  Company,  was  received 
by  Council,  and  made  a  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
lines  in  the  neighborhood,  of  the  usual  charges  per  mile,  and  of 
the  amount  of  reduction  which  the  Company  might  be  willing  to 
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make  if  the  line  is  extended  to  Mount  Vernon.  The  suggestion 
was  made  that  a  portion  of  the  necessarily  large  expense  might 
be  defrayed  by  allowing  visitors  to  send  messages  from  Mount 
Vernon.  The  Agent  was  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  at  New  York,  ascertain  definite  particulars, 
and.  report  to  the  Regent.  The  Regent  was  empowered  to  take 
action  upon  this  matter  if  it  should  prove  possible  to  obtain  con- 
nection at  a  sufficiently  near  point  and  without  too  great  expense. 

The  g^ft  to  the  Association  of  a  fine  old  line  engraving  by 
John  Francis  Renault,  representing  the  surrender  at  Yorktown, 
was  received  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walker  Cary  Long.  Accepted 
with  thanks. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mason,  of  Woodlawn,  set- 
ting forth  his  desire  to  establish  a  school  for  Indian  children  at 
the  old  home  of  Nellie  Custis. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  was  empowered  to  make  proper 
acknowledgments  to  M.  de  Lafayette,  for  the  g^ft  of  a  chair 
which  came  from  the  birthplace  of  Greneral  Lafayette,  and  is  now 
placed  at  Mount  Vernon  among  its  most  honored  relics. 

The  estimates  of  the  Superintendent  for  necessary  repairs  were 
presented  and  examined. 

Council  discussed  the  methods  for  securing  the  Association 
from  the  increasing  annoyance  of  visitors  who  land  at  Mount 
Vernon  from  steam  yachts  and  private  boats,  regardless  of  the 
rights  of  the  steamer  Corcoran,  and  in  most  cases  refusing  to 
pay  even  the  entrance  fee  to  the  place.  It  was  decided  that  the 
Regent  should  personally  request  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
forbid  this  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  Association,  on  the 
part  of  persons  claiming  connection  with  the  navy,  and  also  that 
the  following  card  be  printed  in  the  Washington  papers: 

The  frequent  arrival  of  steam  launches  and  private  yachts  at 
Mount  Vernon,  bringing  parties  who  land  without  being  willing 
to  pay  the  usual  charge,  has  convinced  the  Ladies  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association,  who  have  just  closed  their  Annual  Council, 
that  some  misapprehension  must  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  public, 
and  they  therefore  publish  the  following  notice,  hoping  that  it 
will  protect  the  Association  from  further  infringement  of  its 
rights. 

Whereas,  No  boat,  except  the  steamer  W.  W.  Corcoran,  which 
holds  an  exclusive  contract  with  the  Association,  is  entitled  to 
land  passengers  at  Mount  Vernon,  therefore,  if  any  such  boat 
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shall  come  to  Mount  Vernon,  it  will  only  be  permitted  to  land 
passengers  by  payment  of  the  same  amount,  per  capita,  as  that 
received  upon  the  regular  boat,  two-thirds  of  which  belong  to  the 
Captain  of  the  W.  W.  Corcoran  and  one-third  to  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  place." 

[In  a  personal  interview  held  by  the  Regent  and  the  Secretary 
of  Councils  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  immediately  after 
adjournment  of  Council,  Secretary  Chandler  gave  the  matter 
prompt  and  most  courteous  attention,  and  issued  immediate  and 
decisive  orders  to  the  officers  at  the  Navy  Yard  to  see  that  this 
infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  Association  be  discontinued.] 

The  Committee  on  Records  reported  as  follows: 

It  is  a  matter  of  profound  regret  to  your  committee  that  there 
are  so  few  copies  of  the  early  Reports  of  the  Councils  of  the 
Association  preserved  at  Mount  Vernon.  We  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  each  Vice-Regent  and  official,  who  may  have 
in  their  possession  any  papers  relating  to  these  Councils,  be 
requested  to  forward  them  to  Col.  HoUingsworth,  and  he  be 
directed  to  place  them  in  some  secure  receptacle  for  the  use  of 
the  future  historian  of  the  Association. 

P.  E.  EVE,  Chairman. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved  that  the  small  room  in  the 
upper  story,  which  has  always  been  used  as  a  store-room  for 
furniture  and  papers,  be  cleared  and  thrown  open  to  the  public. 
Approved  by  Council  and  carried  out  immediately.  It  proves 
quite  a  pretty  feature  in  the  upper  hall,  as  it  has  an  oval  window 
on  the  west  front  of  the  house,  and  the  light,  especially  at  sunset, 
is  very  beautiful.  The  venerable  shelves  may  have  served  for 
Mrs.  Washington's  linen  closet. 


Wednesday,  May  31st 
The    Supenintendent    was    authorized    to    employ    William 
Bolden  to  sell  photographs  at  Mount  Vernon  during  the  sum- 
mer, and  to  pay  him  $15  per  month. 

The  Regent  wrote  a  note  in  behalf  of  Council  to  the  Superin- 
tendent, enclosing  a  check  for  $100,  as  a  testimonial  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  Council. 
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The  Vice-R^ent  for  South  Carolina  presented  a  petition  from 
Mr.  Whelan,  the  gardener,  for  the  addition  of  $5  per  month  to 
his  present  pay. 

Granted  by  Council. 

The  same  increase  of  salary  was  granted  to  Mr.  Nichols, 
Qerk  to  Superintendent. 

The  following  appropriations  were  made  for  the  coming  year: 

For  building  of  brick  wall  at  the  head  of  the  lawn,  from 

garden  house  to  garden  house $500.00 

For  repairs  to  cellar  entrance,  gateways  and  fences 70.00 

For  painting  on  house,  fences  and  gates 300.00 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  and  the  appreciation  of  Council  be 
offered  to  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  and  Secretary  of 
Councils,  for  her  valuable  and  efficient  services  as  Secretary,  and 
also  its  earnest  recognition  of  her  high  personal  qualities. 

Unanimously  approved. 

The  Council  closed  its  session  on  Thursday,  June  ist,  having 
remained  at  Mount  Vernon  for  nine  days.  Many  important 
affairs  were  attended  to;  many  plans  for  future  work  were  dis- 
cussed, and,  owing  to  the  fine  cool  weather,  the  ladies  were  able 
to  go  over  the  estate  in  the  most  thorough  manner.  The  pres- 
ence of  sixteen  ladies  gave  the  old  mansion  an  air  of  hospitality, 
such  as  it  must  often  have  worn  in  the  days  when  General  and 
Mrs.  Washington  kept  open  house.  The  illness  of  Mrs.  Eve, 
Vice-Regent  for  Georgia,  was  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  Coun- 
cil, and  indeed,  for  a  day  or  two,  of  great  anxiety;  but  it  yielded 
to  medical  skill  and  the  affectionate  nursing  of  the  ladies,  several 
of  whom  did  not  leave  her  until  the  Saturday  after  adjournment, 
when  she  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  travel.  The  Regent, 
accompanied  with  the  Secretary  of  Councils,  returned  to  Mount 
Vernon  on  that  day  expressly  to  assure  herself  that  everything 
possible  was  done  to  ensure  the  comfort  of  the  invalid,  and  the 
ladies  parted  with  the  feeling  that  this  experience  furnished 
additional  proof,  if  any  were  needed,  of  the  strength  and  close- 
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ness  of  the  personal  ties  which  in  the  course  of  years  have  grown 
up  among  the  ladies  who  meet  annually  at  Mount  Vernon  to  aid 
each  other  in  administering  to  a  charge  which  has  grown  so 
dear  to  them.  The  steady  prosperity  of  Mount  Vernon  and  its 
increasing  estimation  by  the  public,  reward  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents  for  all  their  efforts. 

Council  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  May  25,  1883. 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION, 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Wednesday,  May  23,  1883. 


Regent  presiding.    The  ladies  present  were: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine,  with  proxies  for  Vermont, 
Kentucky,  Wisconsin  and  California;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massa- 
chusetts; Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island; 
Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey,  with 
proxy  for  Kansas;  Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware;  Mrs.  Walker, 
North  Carolina,  with  proxy  for  Illinois;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs. 
Pickens,  South  CaroUna;  Mrs.  Herbert,  Alabama;  Mrs.  Broad- 
well,  Ohio,  with  proxy  for  District  of  Columbia;  Mrs.  Yulee, 
Florida,  with  proxy  for  Virginia;  Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Mrs. 
Washington,  West  Virginia. 

Council  assembled  informally  at  10.30  A.  M. 

The  morning  was  devoted  to  the  consideration,  in  detail,  of  the 
monthly  reports  of  the  Superintendent  during  the  past  year. 
The  Regent  requested  the  attention  of  the  whole  Council  while 
she  read  these  reports  as  received  by  her  from  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  at  her  suggestion  the  Vice-Regents  took  notes  of 
the  various  items  of  expense,  especially  those  belonging  to  the 
lunch  table  and  to  repairs  upon  the  place.  The  possibility  of 
reducing  expenditures  and  the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the 
lunch  table  were  discussed. 

At  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  Council  organized  with  the  reading  of 
Scripture  by  the  Regent,  and  recital  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  by  the 
ladies. 
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Reading  of  minutes  of  last  Council  and  presentation,  by  Sec- 
retary of  Councils,  of  duplicate  copies  of  minutes  of  Councils  of 
1880,  1881  and  1882,  made  by  her  for  the  use  of  Councils  and 
the  greater  safety  of  the  records.  Accepted  by  Council  and  en- 
trusted to  the  care  of  the  Regent 

The  Regent  stated  that,  in  accepting  this  charge,  she  wished 
the  Vice-Regents  to  understand  that  she  would  hold  these  rec- 
ords open  to  their  examination  at  all  times. 


Thursday  Morning,  May  24. 

Council  met  at  10.30. 

Minutes  of  previous  day  read  and  accepted. 

The  Regent  read  her  report 

May  22,  1883. 

Ladies: — It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  I  again  welcome  you 
to  our  annual  meeting,  which  is  becoming  more  and  more  im- 
portant and  interesting,  as  each  year  now  brings  together  so 
many  of  our  number  from  the  different  sections  of  our  country. 
Last  year  we  were  gratified  by  having  a  larger  attendance  than  at 
any  previous  Council,  and  I  rejoice  to  find  that  we  have  again 
so  satisfactory  a  representation.  Since  our  last  meeting,  quite 
an  extensive  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished,  and  the 
cost  of  the  reparations  ordered  at  that  time  has  been  very  con- 
siderable. I  have  advanced  to  the  Superintendent  for  these 
repairs,  the  sum  of  $870,  as  authorized  by  Council,  from  our  cash 
balance  in  the  hands  of  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs;  but  it  will  be 
seen  from  an  examination  of  the  Superintendent's  monthly 
reports,  during  the  year,  that  this  amount  did  not  cover  all  the 
expenses  of  these  repairs,  as  there  were  in  addition  heavy  bills 
for  lumber,  labor,  etc.  ©ur  receipts  for  the  year  from  visitors 
by  the  boat,  and  from  sales  on  ^the  place,  have  been  very  large, 
but  our  expenditures  have  been  correspondingly  so;  and  I  regret 
to  report  that  we  have  not  been  able  from  these  sources  to  add 
to  our  Endowment  Fund.  In  this  connection,  however,  I  am 
happy  to  mention  the  generous  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  ex- 
pressed by  a  lady  from  Ohio,  Miss  Williamson,  who  gave  me 
her  check  for  twenty-five  dollars,  and  promised  to  g^ve  that 
amount  every  year  to  our  Association,  to  be  appropriated  as  I 
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might  think  best.  I  have  placed  it  to  the  account  of  the  Endow- 
ment Fund,  and  if  this  kind  precedent  would  induce  others  to 
become  annual  subscribers  to  this  fund,  it  would  soon  attain  the 
amount  that  we  desire. 

You  will  observe  that  the  furnishing  of  the  mansion  has  quite 
progressed  since  last  year,  the  Hall  and  Mrs.  Washington's  sit- 
ting room  having  been  renovated  and  furnished,  through  the 
eflforts  of  the  Vice-Regents  of  Alabama  and  Greorgia,  and  two  of 
the  upper  rooms  are  also  being  fitted  up  by  the  Vice-Regents  of 
North  Carolina  and  Florida-  Some  additional  articles  have  been 
placed  in  the  library  through  the  exertions  of  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Massachusetts,  and  I  learn  from  the  Vice-Regent  for  South 
Carolina,  that  she  has  also  entered  upon  arrangements  for  restor- 
ing the  room  allotted  to  her.  This  will  complete  the  furnishing 
of  the  mansion. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  for  details  in 
regard  to  the  productiveness  of  the  farm,  and  the  expenses 
thereof,  and  to  our  Treasurer's  report  for  our  financial  state- 
ment, and  to  our  gardener's,  by  which  you  will  be  interested  to 
find  how  great  a  desire  is  beginning  to  be  felt  all  over  the  land 
to  obtain  plants  from  the  garden  and  greenhouses  at  Mt  Vernon. 
I  have  to  mention,  in  this  connection,  the  kindness  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  O'Neill,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  both  this  year  and  last,  sent 
packages  of  seeds  from  the  Agricultural  Department  to  me  for 
Mount  Vernon.  I  trust  that  our  meeting  may  result  in  legisla- 
tion which  will  secure  increased  prosperity  to  our  beloved  charge, 
and  in  continued  cordial  good-fellowship  among  us  all. 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON,  Regent. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 

To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  (5f  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association: 

Ladies: — During  the  past  year,  ending  April  30,  1883,  our 
revenue  from  all  sources  on  the  place  has  amounted  to  $10,666.76. 
A  balance  of  $362.81  was  left  over  from  last  year's  revenue,  and 
the  Association  advanced  during  the  year,  to  meet  expenses, 
$1486.26.  The  whole  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  year  was 
$12,514.09.     Of  the  amount,  $1,769.96  was  used  in  repairs. 

During  the  year,  we  have  received  at  Mount  Vernon  15,692^ 
visitors  by  boat,  and  262  by  land. 
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The  receipts  from  boat  passengers  for  the  year,  amount  to 
$5,335.40;  from  visitors  by  land,  $65.50;  and  from  excursions, 

$3iS-74- 

The  receipts  from  lunch  table  have  amounted  to  $3471.80; 
from  greenhouse,  $375.10;  from  sale  of  photographs,  $631.02; 
from  sale  of  guide  books,  $87.48;  from  boat  wagon,  $98.63;  from 
sale  of  canes,  $35.75;  from  sale  of  articles  made  of  the  old  Wash- 
ington oak,  $132.30;  and  from  sale  of  produce  from  farm,  $118.04. 

This  year  we  have  planted  fifteen  acres  in  wheat,  which  is  the 
largest  crop  sown  at  Mount  Vernon  for  thirty  years,  and  it  prom- 
ises a  fine  yield.  There  are  ten  acres  in  com,  seven  in  oats,  and 
one  acre  in  potatoes.  The  remainder  of  the  ground,  not  in- 
cluded in  woodland,  is  down  in  grass,  to  be  cut  for  hay. 

Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  there  was  very  little  done 
during  the  winter,  the  river  being  closed  with  ice  nearly  the 
whole  of  January. 

Hoping  this  may  prove  satisfactory,  I  remain, 
Respectfully  yours, 
J.  McH.  HOrLINGSWORTH,  Superintendent. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Washington,  D.  C,  23d  May,  1883. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton,  Regent. 

Madam: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  statement  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Association,  showing  a  balance  in  my  hands  of 
$1,706.80,  applicable  to  the  requirements  of  the  Association. 
Important  business,  which  demands  my  presence  in  Wisconsin, 
prevents  my  presenting  this  report  in  person,  which  I  should 
have  been  pleased  to  do.    I  am,  Madam, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER  OF 
THE  LADIES'  MOUNT  VERNON  ASSOCIATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  as  per  report  of  May  20,  1882 $2,271 .11 

United  States  4^  ^  interest. 810.00 

"  "      4  ^  interest *  332 .00 

"  "      Pacific  Railroad  6  ^  interest. .        60.00 

Central  Railroad  of  Georgia  dividend 212.39 

Endowment  Fund 75 .00 

$3760.50 
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1882.  EXPENDITURES. 

May   30.  Check  of  Regent  to — 

Dr.  Geo.  Latimer $168.00 

June     I.  T.  McH.  Hollingsworth 100.00 

6.  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat 70.00 

7.  Mrs.  N.  W.  Halstead 14.05 

19.  J.  McH.  Hollingsworth 230.00 

July      3.  "  "  30.00 

Sept.   16.  "  "  500.00 

Oct.      4.  R.  O.  Polkinhom 25 .00 

Nov.     9.  J.  McH.  Hollingsworth 300.00 

28.  "  "  70.00 

Dec.     9.  "  National  Republican "   33.00 

19.  "Washington  Post" 34.65 

22.  J.  McH.  Hollingsworth 479-00 

$2,053.70 

1883. 

May   22.    Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $1,706.80 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

The  Regent  read  several  proposals  for  contracts  on  photo- 
graphs. 

Also  the  Superintendent's  estimates  for  certain  desirable  ex- 
penditures. 

Also  certain  newspaper  attacks  upon  the  Association  in  reg^d 
to  the  alleged  treatment  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  the 
occasion  of  its  recent  visit  to  Mount  Vernon.  She  stated  that  no 
application  of  any  sort  was  made  to  her  on  the  subject,  but  that 
she  had  learned  from  Captain  Blake,  that  Gen.  Humphreys  had 
sent  for  him,  and  made  arrangements  with  him  by  which  a  small 
percentage  on  the  visitors  was  allowed  to  Mt  Vernon.  One  of 
these  abusive  paragraphs  was  in  the  "Providence  Press,"  of  May 
19,  1883,  the  other  in  the  Washington  correspondence  of  the 
Baltimore  Sun. 

The  Regent  suggested,  as  the  best  way  of  meeting  this  attack, 
that  the  paragraphs  referred  to  be  sent  to  Gen.  Humphreys,  with 
the  request  that  he  should  publish  a  contradiction  of  these  false 
statements.  Assented  to  by  Council,  and  the  matter  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Regent 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  stated  that  she  had  paid  for  the 
board  of  Mr.  Fleming's  workmen  while  they  were  employed 
upon  the  Georgia  room. 
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The  Vice-Regents  for  Florida  and  Alabama  made  the  same 
statement  in  regard  to  the  workmen  employed  upon  the  rooms 
belonging  to  their  States. 

The  proposals  of  Mr.  Dillon,  photographer,  were  presented 
and  accepted  by  Council.  His  terms  are  the  same  as  those  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  and  his  contract  is  from  the  9th  of  next  October, 
at  which  time  Mr.  Johnson's  contract  expires.  The  contract  is 
to  run  for  one  year. 

Col.  HoUing^worth  appeared  before  Council,  and  was  con- 
sulted on  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  lunch  table.  He 
stated  that  abolishing  it  would  take  a  great  weight  from  his 
shoulders,  but  he  did  not  feel  sure  that  the  public  would  feel 
pleased.  It  would  greatly  diminish  expenses  and  lessen  the 
amount  of  service  on  the  place.  The  question  of  board  wages  for 
the  employes,  and  their  probable  methods  of  obtaining  board,  if 
the  lunch  table  were  discontinued,  was  examined.  In  regard  to 
the  use  of  pass  books,  recommended  at  a  previous  Council,  the 
Superintendent  stated  that  he  had  abandoned  them,  as  the  sys- 
tem allowed  of  abuse,  and  that  of  late  he  had  made  all  the  pur- 
chases himself. 


Friday  Morning,  May  25. 

The  Regent  read  a  detailed  account,  furnished  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, of  the  expenses  in  making  repairs  during  the  past  year. 
Also  a  list  of  the  persons  employed  on  the  place,  the  wages  paid 
to  each  and  the  names  of  all,  whether  boarded  or  not  boarded. 
Also  accoimt  of  extra  service  needed  during  session  of  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  presented  a  letter  she  had  lately 
received  from  H.  E.  Baker,  of  Detroit,  asking  information  in 
regard  to  the  early  officers  of  the  Association.  Council  empow- 
ered her  to  send  copies  of  the  early  numbers  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Record,  as  the  best  way  of  furnishing  this  information. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed,  of  which  the  Regent  shall  be  chairman,  to  examine 
into  the  whole  question  of  service  at  Mount  Vernon;  to  decide, 
in  consultation  with  the  Superintendent,  upon  the  number  of 
employes  needed  and  their  wages,  and  that  this  committee  shall 
report  at  the  present  Council.  Also  that  this  committee  consist 
of  the  Regent  and  four  Vice-Regents. 

Unanimously  adopted. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1883.  9 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  moved  that  the  rule  adopted  at 
a  previous  Council,  that  all  repairs  undertaken  at  Mount  Vernon 
be  done  under  express  contract,  be  enforced,  and  that  such  con- 
tracts be  approved  by  the  Regent  before  being  accepted  by  the 
Superintendent 

Accepted  by  Council. 

On  arrival  of  the  boat,  Mr.  Luke  C.  Dillon  appeared  before 
Council  and  received  his  contract  for  making  and  selling  Mount 
Vernon  photographs. 

Capt.  Blake  was  received  by  Council,  and  the  Regent  requested 
him  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  his  bond  for  $10,000  previous  to  the 
formal  execution  of  the  renewal  of  his  steamboat  contract,  and 
to  bring  in  the  bond  during  this  Council. 

Capt.  Blake  stated  that  the  hostile  criticisms  upon  the  Asso- 
ciation, in  regard  to  the  visit  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  had 
received  contradiction,  and  that  General  Humphreys  had  been 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  terms  accorded  him  previous  to  the 
visit  of  the  excursionists.  Capt  Blake  had  not  yet  received  the 
stipulated  sum,  but  hoped  to  do  so  before  adjournment  of 
Council. 

Mr.  Johnson,  photographer,  was  called  before  Council.  The 
Regent  informed  him  that,  as  his  contract  expired  before  the 
next  Council  (in  October  next),  this  Council  wished  to  remind 
him  of  certain  provisions  in  his  contract  by  which  he  was 
pledged  to  return  all  his  negative  plates  to  the  Association,  in 
good  order.  He  promised  to  send  them  to  the  Superintendent 
on  the  9th  of  October,  the  day  after  the  expiration  of  his  contract 


Cotmcil  met  at  2.20  P.  M. 

The  Regent  appointed  as  Committee  on  Service  at  Mount 
Vernon,  Regent  being  chairman,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Eve,  Mrs. 
Halsted,  Mrs.  Townsend. 

And  this  committee  accepted  the  charge. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved  that  as  the  Regent  had 
incurred  traveling  expenses  in  going  to  New  York  for  personal 
consultation  with  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  upon  affairs  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  said  traveling  expenses  be  assumed  by  the  Asso- 
ciation.   Unanimously  approved. 

l"l 
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The  Regent  acknowledged  the  courtesy  of  Council,  but  de- 
clined to  receive  reimbursement 

Council  thanked  the  Regent  for  her  generous  assumption  of 
this  expense,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  she  had  conducted 
the  business  referred  to.  They  also  placed  the  future  conduct  of 
this  affair,  at  present  in  an  unfinished  state,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Regent. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RECORDS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Records  of  the  earlier  Councils  would 
respectfully  ask  that  the  Vice-Regents  of  the  Association,  who 
assembled  previously  to  1868,  be  requested  to  make  minutes  of 
their  recollections  of  these  earlier  periods,  of  any  important 
movement  or  presentation  to  those  Councils,  or  any  items  of 
interest  to  Mt.  Vernon,  happening  in  their  respective  States,  that 
would  g^ve  additional  interest  to  these  records;  to  be  forwarded 
to  some  one  of  this  Committee,  as  it  seems  to  be  their  duty  to 
make  this  report  as  full  as  possible. 

The  committee  regret  that  circumstances  beyond  their  control 
have  conspired  to  render  their  sources  of  information  very 
meagre,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  report  which  would  be 
proper  to  present  to  the  Council;  but,  with  the  help  we  now  crave, 
we  trust  by  the  next  Council  to  have  something  that  may  reach 
their  expectations. 

P.  E.  EVE,  Chairman, 


Council  reassembled  at  8  P.  M. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  report: 
That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Superintendent's  ac- 
counts, comparing  the  expenditures  with  the  vouchers,  and  find 
them  correct.  They  have  thoroughly  itemized  the  various  ex- 
penditures and  receipts,  in  order  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  different  departments. 

The  lunch  table,  for  the  last  year,  has  not  met  its  expenses. 
The  Council  having  at  an  informal  sessicMi  fully  informed  them- 
selves of  this  failure,  are  probably  ready  for  the  suggestion  on  the 
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part  of  the  committee  that  the  experiment  be  tried  of  dispensing 
altogether  with  the  lunch  table  for  the  present  year. 

Your  committee  have  given  special  attention  to  the  pay  roll. 
It  seems  to  them  extravagantly  high,  and  to  call  for  an  entire 
revision. 

The  expenses  in  general  seem  to  be  steadily  increasing  in  a 
ratio  out  of  proportion  to  the  receipts,  and  demand  some 
retrenchment.  To  meet  these  expenses  has  required  the  with- 
drawal of  1,349  dollars  from  the  balance  at  our  banker's. 

ABBY  W.  CHACE, 
ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
EMILY  L.  HARPER. 
Accepted  by  Council. 

The  Superintendent  presented  the  bill  of  Dr.  Latimer  for 
attendance  upon  employes  at  Moimt  Vernon  during  the  year. 
The  bill  amounted  to  $189,  and  as  the  bill  paid  at  the  Council  of 
1882  had,  at  the  time,  been  regarded  as  an  exceptional  matter, 
owing  to  an  unusually  sickly  season.  Council  determined  to  ex- 
amine carefully  into  this  new  item  of  expense.  The  whole  question 
of  paying  for  medical  advice  in  general,  and  of  the  extent  to 
which  it  was  in  any  event  desirable,  was  discussed  at  length,  as 
Council  was  desirous  of  settling  this  whole  subject  judiciously 
for  the  future.  Each  Vice-Regent  gave  her  opinion,  based  in 
several  cases  upon  a  wide  personal  experience  under  similar 
circumstances. 

It  was  decided  that  the  present  bill  should  be-  paid  in  full,  and 
that  Dr.  Latimer  be  informed  that  in  any  future  visits  he  may 
make  at  Mount  Vernon,  he  must  look  to  his  patients  themselves 
for  his  pay;  and  that  the  employes  be  informed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  this  decision  of  Council. 

It  was  resolved  that  this  rule  should  not  apply  to  exceptional 
or  extreme  cases,  in  which  the  Superintendent  is  authorized,  at 
his  discretion,  to  employ  a  physician  or  surgeon  at  the  expense 
of  the  Association,  and  he  is  instructed  to  especially  report  such 
cases  in  his  next  following  monthly  report  to  the  Regent. 

The  Committee  on  Service  reported  that  they  had  examined 
the  list  of  employes  furnished  by  Superintendent,  and  recom- 
mended a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number;  also,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposed  abandonment  of  the  lunch-table  system. 
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that  certain  of  the  persons  employed  be  placed  on  board  wages. 
Report  accepted. 

The  final  vote  being  taken  upon  discontinuing  the  lunch  table 
was  unanimous  in  favor  of  doing  so.  The  Superintendent  being 
consulted  as  to  a  convenient  date  for  giving  up  the  lunch  table, 
it  was  decided  to  select  the  9th  of  June  next;  also  that  proper 
notice  thereof  should  be  given  to  the  public,  by  a  placard  to  be 
immediately  placed  on  board  the  boat,  and  by  an  advertisement 
in  the  Washington  papers.  Capt.  Blake  was  requested  to  add 
this  notice  to  his  usual  advertisement  of  the  steamboat,  and 
agreed  to  do  so  at  once. 

Notes  of  acknowledgment  were  sent  to  Mrs.  M.  W.  Gould, 
Augusta,  Ga.;  to  Senator  J.  R  Brown,  Atlanta,  Ga,;  to  Mrs. 
Morris  B.  Wilkinson;  to  Sypher  &  Co.,  New  York  City;  to 
Nahum  Capen,  E^q.,  and  D.  D.  Kelly,  Esq.,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  to  Miss  Riddell,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  and  Mrs. 
Comegys  left  Mount  Vernon  in  the  boat. 

Mrs.  Sweat  received  Mrs.  Townsend's  proxy;  Mrs.  Halsted 
received  Mrs.  Walker's  proxy;  Mrs.  Yulee  received  Mrs.  Broad- 
well's  proxy,  Mrs.  Herbert  received  Mrs.  Comegy's  proxy. 

Consideration  of  pay  roll  resumed  and  settled  as  appended  to 
the  minutes. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  presented  for  inspection  a 
volume  entitled  "  Women  of  the  White  House,"  by  Mrs.  Gager, 
who  requested  permission  to  sell  copies  of  the  same  on  the  place, 
paying  a  percentage  on  sales  for  the  privilege,  of  50  cents  on 
each  volume,  price  $3.50. 

Declined,  as  against  the  usage  of  the  Association. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  Alabama  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Barry, 
Vice-Regent  for  Illinois,  who  was  detained  from  Council  by 
severe  illness. 

Council  considered  the  request  of  the  Superintendent  for  a 
supply  of  lime  for  improvement  of  the  soil  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and 
the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  was  requested  to  ascertain  at 
what  cost  500  bushels  of  lime  can  be  procured  in  New  Jersey 
and  shipped  to  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  purchase  an  additional 
horse. 

The  Regent  was  empowered  to  have  the  kitchen-garden  fence 
repaired  at  once. 
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Sunday,  May  27. 
The  Regent  and  several  of  the  Vice-Regents  attended  divine 
service  at  Pohick  Church. 


Monday,  May  28. 
Minutes  of  Saturday  read  and  accepted. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Greenhouse  and  Garden  read  and 
accepted. 

REPORT  OF  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTER 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  Chairman  of  your  Committee 
on  Garden  and  Greenhouse,  as  follows:  In  accordance  with  order 
of  Council,  1,000  price  lists  were  printed  and  put  in  Mr.  Whelan's 
charge.  In  his  opinion  this  expense  has  been  more  than  repaid 
to  us  by  distant  orders  for  plants.  I  mention  a  few.  Geo.  L. 
Damon,  Mass.,  $15;  D.  W.  Bishops,  $14;  R.  Waterman,  R.  I., 
$7;  W.  B.  Simpson,  Texas,  $5.  Donations  of  valuable  plants 
have  been  received  from  Messrs.  John  Saul,  Washington;  H.  A. 
Dreer,  Philadelphia;  Jas.  Vick  and  Peter  Henderson,  of  New 
York,  and  J.  F.  Reeser,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  At  present  there 
are  about  3,000  plants  in  the  greenhouse,  which  is  an  improve- 
ment on  past  years,  and  Mr.  Whelan's  method  in  propagation, 
arrangement  and  care  of  plants  is  most  excellent. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  gardener  be  allowed  a  competent 
assistant,  and  that  his  duties  and  authority  be  more  distinctly 
defined  by  Council.  It  is  the  sense  of  your  committee  that  the 
garden  and  greenhouse  can,  and  bid  fair  to  be,  a  lucrative  source 
of  income  to  the  Association,  and  towards  that  end  they  recom- 
mend that  Council  place  the  responsibility  and  accountability  of 
receipts  and  expenses  of  his  department  directly  in  the  hands  of 
the  gardener. 

L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman  Committee. 

Report  of  Mr.  Whelan,  g^dener,  read  by  the  Regent. 

The  Secretary  of  Councils  read  a  resolution  offered,  in  regard 
to  management  of  garden  and  greenhouse,  by  Vice-Regent  for 
Georgia,  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Accepted  by  Council. 

The  Regent  appointed  the  committees  for  the  coming  year  as 
follows: 
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Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Miss  Harper, 
Maryland;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachu- 
setts; Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin. 

Committee  on  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

Committee  on  Records — Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs.  Walker, 
North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware. 

Committee  on  Greenhouse  and  Garden — Mrs.  Pickens,  South 
Carolina;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  requested  that  the  bust  of 
Washington,  formerly  in  the  library,  be  restored  to  that  room. 
Granted  by  Council. 

An  acknowledgment  was  sent  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  A.  Ward,  for  the 
g^ft  of  a  bronzed  bust  of  Lafayette. 

The  Regent  was  requested  to  express  the  sympathy  of  Council 
to  Mrs.  Barnes,  Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
Mrs.  Ball,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  in  their  afflictions. 

Council  appropriated  $30  for  payment  of  pew  rent  for  the 
ensuing  year  at  Pohick  Church. 

Council  gave  instructions  to  the  Superintendent  to  have  the 
rooms  in  the  mansion  kept  more  rigidly  closed  to  visitors,  as 
infringement  on  this  rule  is  followed  by  serious  injury  to  the 
rooms  and  furniture. 

Mrs.  Chace,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  left  in  the  boat, 
leaving  her  proxy  with  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  presented  $5  to  the 
Endowment  Fund  as  a  contribution  from  a  gentleman  in  Bal- 
timore. 

Miss  Harper  presented  a  cheque  for  $50  as  her  own  contribu- 
tion to  the  Endowment  Fund.  Accepted  with  acknowledgments 
by  Council. 

Secretary  of  Councils  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Blanding,  Vice- 
Regent  for  California. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Com- 
egys, Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  moved  to  amend  "  In- 
structions to  Gardener,"  by  inserting  after  the  words  "for  the 
use  of  the  employes  at  Mount  Vernon  "  the  words  "  these  expen- 
ditures and  receipts  to  be  embodied  in  a  monthly  report  and 
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sent  each  month  to  the  Regent  for  her  approval."  Accepted  by 
Council  and  embodied  in  the  "  Instructions "  by  Secretary  of 
Councils. 

The  Regent,  in  presence  of  Council,  signed  the  Superin- 
tendent's commission  for  the  coming  year. 

The  date  for  next  Council  was  discussed,  and  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  June  decided  on. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  read  her  report  She  was 
authorized  to  explain  to  Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  that  the  sum 
of  $100  had  been  expended  upon  the  lunch  room,  in  consequence 
of  his  gift  of  that  amount  for  the  purpose,  but,  on  account  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  lunch  table,  it  may  be  made  optional  with 
Mr.  Acker,  whether  his  gift,  through  the  Vice-Regent  for  West 
Virginia,  shall  be  appropriated  to  payment  of  that  expense,  or 
be  by  her  returned  to  Mr.  Acker.  She  was  requested  to  inform 
the  Regent  of  his  reply. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Col.  Hollingsworth  was  received  by  Coimcil.  The  written 
instructions  of  Council  to  him,  as  Superintendent,  and  those  to 
Mr.  Whelan,  gardener,  were  g^ven  to  him  and  read  by  him  in 
presence  of  Council.  He  expressed  his  approval  of  the  detailed 
instructions  to  the  gardener,  and  was  requested  to  transmit  the 
paper  containing  them  to  Mr.  Whelan. 


Tuesday  Morning,  May  29. 

Captain  Blake's  contract  received  the  signature  of  the  Regent 
on  the  one  part,  and  of  Captain  Blake  on  the  other.  Captain 
Blake  presented  the  renewal  of  his  bond. 

The  Regent  moved  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Superinten- 
dent for  his  efficient  management  of  the  estate  during  the  year. 
Accepted  by  Council. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  to  the  Regent  the  ladies  of  Council  wish  to 
express  their  deep  and  earnest  appreciation  of  her  constant  and 
able  administration  of  the  executive  duties  of  her  position. 
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Also,  to  the  Secretary  of  Councils  they  offer  a  unanimous  vote 
of  cordial  thanks  for  her  admirable  discharge  of  her  laborious 
duty  which  is  so  faithfully  and  ably  rendered  to  the  Associatioa 

Accepted  by  Council. 

REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  that  during  the 
past  year  she  has  collected  $560  for  the  Massachusetts  room. 
Of  this  sum,  $200  was  very  kindly  raised  without  solicitation,  by 
Mr.  Nahum  Capen,  of  Dorchester,  and  Mr.  D.  D.  Kelley,  of 
Boston.  A  part  of  this  sum  has  been  used  to  pay  for  the 
repairs  made  in  the  library,  and  for  furnishing  it  She  also 
reports  the  gift  from  H.  M.  Zimmerman,  of  Washington,  of  a 
plan  and  specifications  for  the  greenhouse,  in  Gen.  Washington's 
handwriting.    This  will  be  hung  in  the  library. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  has  collected  a  small  sum  of 
money  ($400)  towards  the  restoration  of  the  drawing  room,  but 
not  a  sufficient  sum  to  justify  her  in  beginning  her  repairs.  She 
hopes  in  another  year  to  have  her  treasury  filled  through  the 
generosity  of  her  State. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  reports  the  re- 
ceipt of  cash  from  the  sale  of  articles  at  Mount 
Vernon  received  from  New  Jersey,  the  money  to 
be  appropriated  towards  the  purchase  of  dimity 

for  the  windows  of  the  New  Jersey  room $6.45 

Miss  Julia  Jackson  for  the  same  purpose i  .00 

Miss  Canfield  for  the  same  purpose i  .00 

Miss  Gertrude  Thomas  for  the  same  purpose i  .00 

$9.45 
Also  reports  the  gift  of  an  engraving  of  Maj.  Gen.  Steuben, 
U.  S.  A.,  1776. 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  reported: 

It  gives  me  pleasiu-e  to  report  the  gift  of  an  autograph  letter  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  from  Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Comegys,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Delaware,  to  the  Ohio  room.  Mrs.  Comegys  has 
also  ordered  an  appropriate  frame  for  its  preservation.* 

*  The  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  given  to  Mrs.  Comegys  by  her  brother, 
who  had  it  from  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was 
addressed. 
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I  have  also  to  report  a  gift  from  H.  M.  Zimmerman,  of  Wash- 
ington, of  a  plan  drawn  by  Gen.  Washington,  of  the  piazza  of 
Mount  Vernon,  together  with  his  written  directions  to  his 
nephew  in  regard  to  having  it  repaired.  I  shall  have  the  same 
suitably  framed  and  preserved  in  the  cabinet  for  relics  in  Ohio 
room.  I  have  purchased  of  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington  the  flute 
with  silver  keys,  which  belonged  to  Washington,  and  restored  it 
permanently  to  the  music  room.  I  have  also  purchased  from 
one  of  the  family  a  bit  of  Palissy  china,  in  the  shape  of  a  figfure, 
which  belonged  to  Gen.  Washington. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  regrets  that  a  sister's  ill- 
ness prevented  her  early  attendance  upon  ttie  meeting  of  Council. 

For  the  work  of  the  past  fiscal  year  she  is  pleased  to  report  a 
contribution  of  two  pieces  of  antique  furniture  for  the  West  Vir- 
ginia room — a  bureau  and  washstand. 

Also  the  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  Mr.  Acker,  of 
New  York,  to  improvements  of  the  lunch  room,  and  the  gift  of 
an  elegant  new  Hag  from  Miss  Riddell,  of  Manchester,  New 
Hampshire,  to  the  Association,  which,  in  consequence  of  my 
unforeseen  absence,  has  already  been  properly  reported,  accepted 
and  acknowledged  by  Council. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina  reports  the  gift  of  two 
valuable  old  chairs  from  the  Moravian  Council  of  the  Moravian 
Church,  of  Salem,  North  Carolina.  Also  the  partial  furnishing 
of  the  North  Carolina  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  reports  the  repairing  and  paint- 
ing, and  partial  furnishing  of  the  Florida  room.  The  chest  of 
drawers  she  has  placed  there  came  from  the  home  of  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  reports  that  she  has  com- 
menced the  work  of  raising  funds  for  the  restoration  of  the 
room  in  the  mansion  allotted  to  her  care.  The  depressed  finan- 
cial condition  of  her  State  in  the  past,  had  deterred  her  from 
making  any  pecuniary  demand  on  the  women  of  Carolina,  but. 
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with  their  returning  prosperity,  she  has  felt  encouraged  to  ask 
their  assistance.  She  has  organized  the  State  into  districts,  ap- 
pointed lady  managers,  in  them,  and  has  at  the  same  time  issued 
an  appeal  to  the  State  at  large,  which  has  been  published  in  the 
principal  newspapers  of  South  Carolina.  She  has  received 
encouragement  in  several  quarters,  and  has  already  had  good 
accounts  from  the  efforts  of  some  of  the  lady  managers  who  have 
raised  money  in  their  districts.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Courtenay, 
Mayor  of  Charleston,  kindly  consented  to  act  as  Treasurer  of  the 
fund  thus  raised,  and  correspondence  has  been  opened  with 
Emmart  &  Quartley,  architects,  in  regard  to  the  restoration  of 
the  South  Carolina  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  presents  to  the  Council  the  room 
known  as  Lady  Washington's  Sitting  Room,  which  she  hopes 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  ladies.  Through  the  generosity 
of  Senator  Brown,  who,  you  may  remember,  visited  me  in  my 
sick  chamber  last  May  and  presented  me  with  $100  for  the  resto- 
ration of  this  room,  it  has  been  painted.  Of  this  sum  I  have  paid 
$81.20  to  Mr.  Fleming,  architect  at  Washington.  The  beautiful 
furniture  which  adorns  it  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Margaret  W. 
Gould,  of  Summerville,  near  Augusta;  every  piece  of  it  bought, 
and  several  of  them  madey  for  this  room.  The  exquisite  pleasure 
which  this  work  gave  to  Mrs.  Gould  can  well  be  appreciated  by 
the  Rulers  of  this  Association  whose  dearest  work,  for  so  many 
years,  has  been  to  preserve  and  beautify  this  holiest  spot  in  our 
native  land.  We  have  no  record  of  what  furniture  was  used  by 
Mrs.  Washington,  but  I  feel  certain  that  her  taste  would  have 
been  amply  gratified  could  it  in  her  day  have  been  a  faC'SitnUe  of 
its  present  appearance,  and  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  if  such 
a  record  of  its  estimation  by  the  ladies,  now  assembled,  could  be 
transmitted  to  Mrs.  M.  W.  Gould,  who  has  spared  neither  labor 
nor  expense. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama  reports  the  present  of  a  hand- 
some antique  sofa  and  two  chairs  to  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
from  Mr.  Sypher,  of  New  York.  She  is  pleased  also  to  report 
that  she  has  in  bank  the  simi  of  seven  himdred  and  fifty-one 
dollars'  to  be  expended  in  the  restoration  and  furnishing  of  the 
hall  assigned  to  Alabama.     Of  this  amount  six  hundred  and  six 
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dollars  is  accredited  to  Montgomery,  eighty  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents  to  Selma,  and  fifty-five  dollars  to  private  contributions. 
Of  this  sum,  fifty  dollars,  comprised  in  private  contributions,  is 
given  to  Endowment  Fund. 

Council  adjourned  till  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1884. 

After  the  adjournment,  an  interesting  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  the  raising  of  a  handsome  new  flag  upon  the  flag 
staflf,  by  the  Superintendent  and  some  of  the  assistants,  in  the 
presence  of  Council.  This  flag  was  the  gift  of  Miss  Riddell,  of 
New  Hampshire,  to  the  Association. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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OF  THE  UNION, 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Wednesday,  May  21,  1884. 


Regent  presiding.    The  ladies  present  were: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine,  with  proxies  for  Florida, 
Kansas  and  California;  Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island,  proxy  for 
Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs.  Comegys, 
Delaware;  Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia; 
Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia,  proxy  for  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wis- 
consin; Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Caro- 
lina; Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Mrs.  Herbert,  Alabama;  Mrs. 
Broadwell,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Barnes, 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  session  of  Council  commenced  as  usual  with  reading  of 
Scripture  by  the  Regent,  followed  by  recital  of  the  Lord's  Prayer 
by  the  ladies. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  last  Council  by  Secretary  of  Coimcils, 
and  reports  thereon  made  to  Council. 

In  view  of  the  frequent  mistakes  made  by  the  newspapers  con- 
cerning proceedings  of  Council,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  two  Vice-Regents  each  day  to  prepare  a 
brief  report  for  the  Washington  papers. 

The  Regent  read  her  report 

Ladies: — Each  year  I  welcome  you  with  renewed  pleasure  to 
our  annual  Council,  and  I  am  sure  you  feel  with  me,  that  every 
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meeting  only  deepens  the  interest  we  all  feel  in  our  precious  trust 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the  improved  condition  ot 
our  Endowment  Fund,  which  for  some  few  years  past  has  been 
but  slightly  increased.  Since  our  last  meeting  it  has  received 
the  following  contributions:  Fifty  dollars  from  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Maryland  (Miss  Harper),  fifty  dollars  from  Alabama,  through 
the  Vice-Regent  for  that  State  (Mrs.  Herbert),  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  acknowledge  two  hundred  dollars  from  Mr.  Edwin 
H.  Fitler,  of  Philadelphia,  and  one  hundred  from  my  aunt,  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Woodward,  of  Kentucky,  both  contributions  having  been 
g^ven  to  me  for  our  Endowment  Fund.  These  sums  have  all 
been  handed  in  to  Mr.  Riggs,  our  Treasurer,  and  together  with 
the  amounts  that  have  been  contributed  in  small  sums  for  some 
time  past,  enabled  me  to  instruct  him  to  purchase  one  thousand 
4i  per  cent  Government  Bonds,  which,  as  you  will  see  from  his 
report,  brings  the  amount  of  investments  for  our  Endowment 
Fund  up  to  $30,000.  When  we  remember  that  in  1872  that  fund 
only  amounted  to  $2,000,  I  think  we  must  feet  gratified  at  its 
present  condition.  Continued  efforts  are,  however,  necessary 
to  increase  it  to  the  sum  of  $100,000,  as  originally  planned.  In 
this  connection  I  recall  with  especial  pleasure,  the  fact  that  my 
own  State,  Pennsylvania,  has  given  more  largely  in  individual 
contributions  to  the  Endowment  Fund  than  any  other  State. 

The  winter  having  been  severe  in  this  latitude,  was  unfavorable 
of  course  for  us,  and  our  boat  was  obliged  to  discontinue  her 
trips  for  a  month.  In  consequence  of  this,  I  was  obliged  to 
advance  from  our  income  balance,  to  the  Superintendent  for  the 
running  expenses  of  the  place,  $400  in  December,  $500  in  Jan- 
uary, and  again  $400  in  March,  on  his  urgent  representation  of 
its  necessity,  making  in  all  $1,300. 

I  refer  you  to  his  report  for  details  of  expenditures  at  Mt. 
Vernon.  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  say,  that  our  last 
month's  receipts  have  been  satisfactory,  and  also  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  greenhouses 
and  garden;  the  profits  from  sales  of  flowers  and  plants  were  as 
you  will  see,  very  considerable.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  ag^ee 
with  me  in  thinking  that  our  gardener's  (Mr.  Whelan)  manage- 
ment of  this  department,  of  which  he  has  had  the  entire  respon- 
sibility, has  been  very  successful. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you,  officially,  the  sad  loss 
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that  we  have  met  with  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Barry,  Vice-Regent 
for  Illinois,  one  of  the  oldest,  most  faithful  and  most  honored 
members  of  our  little  band.  She  was  one  of  the  original  Vice- 
Regents  appointed  by  Miss  Cunningham  when  our  Association 
was  being  organized,  and  by  her  loveliness  of  character,  her 
superior  intelligence,  and  her  rare  judgment,  won  for  herself  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  all  who  were  associated  with  her. 
You  will,  I  know,  cordially  unite  with  me  in  a  resolution  (as  a 
tribute  to  her  memory)  of  sorrow  at  her  loss,  and  sympathy  with 
her  family.  Death  has  also  been  sadly  active  in  our  Advisory 
Board;  last  year  we  deplored  the  loss  of  Surgeon-General  Barnes 
and  Judge  Ball,  and  now,  within  the  last  fortnight.  General  Hal- 
sted  has  been  suddenly  stricken  down  under  circumstances  pecu- 
liarly distressing. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  so  large  a 
number  of  our  ladies  are  with  us  at  this  Council,  as  it  is  so 
important  in  my  judgment,  that  all  should  fully  understand  the 
workings  of  the  Association,  and  the  various  questions  that  pre- 
sent themselves  for  consideration;  and  apart  from  this,  I  feel  that 
these  annual  meetings  draw  us  more  closely  together,  and 
deepen  and  intensify  our  love  for  Mount  Vernon. 

(Signed)  LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON, 

Regent, 
Also  the 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: — I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1884.  During  the  year  we  have  received  at  Mount 
Vernon  16,707  visitors  by  boat,  and  219  by  land.  The  receipts 
for  the  year  from  all  sources,  have  been  as  follows: 

From  boat  passengers $5,680. 50 

"      Excursions     415-69 

"     Visitors  by  land 54-75 

"     Green  House 407. 35 

"     Sale  of  Photographs 306.08 

"     Boat  Wagon    107.05 

"     Sale  of  Canes 48.00 

"  Articles  made  of  Washington's  Oak. . .  60.75 

"     Sale  of  Guide  books 67.20 

"      Sale  of  Milk 228.60 

"     Sale  of  Produce  from  Farm 435-83 

**     Lunch  Table  to  June  9th 499-00 

"  Sale  of  Lossing's  History,  Wills,  &c.. .  23.75 

[«3l 
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Dec.  15,  Received  check  from  Regent  for. . .  400.00 

Jan.  18,          "            "        "          "        "...  500.00 

March  8,        "            "        "          "        "...  400.00 

Balance  from  last  year's  receipts i .  74 

Total  receipts $9,636.29 

Expenditures    8,933 .44 

$702.85 
Deposited  with  Riggs  &  Co.,  to  the  credit  of  the  Asso- 
ciation         $700.00 

Balance  in  my  hands $2 .85 

This  year  we  have  ten  acres  in  com,  ten  in  oats,  four  in  pota- 
toes, six  in  wheat,  one  in  rye,  eighteen  in  fruit  trees,  twenty  in 
grass,  and  one  in  vegetables. 

Information  on  other  subjects  will  be  g^ven  in  person  to  the 
Council. 

Very  respectfuly  yours, 

J.  McH.  HOLLINGSWORTH,  Supt, 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  Riggs  &  Co., 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1884. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton,  Regent,  etc. 

Madam: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  statement  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Association,  showing  a  balance  in  my  hands  of 
$1,054.70. 

The  Council  will  notice  that  on  the  i6th  instant,  I  purchased 
for  the  Association  $1,000  U.  S.  Registered  four  and  a  half  per 
cent  bond,  which  investment  was  made  after  conference  with  the 
Regent  and  Secretary  of  Councils. 

I  have  now  in  my  hands,  the  property  of  the  Association : 

United  States  4i  ^  Bonds $19,000 

"      4    ^  Bonds 8,300 

"  "      Currency  6  ^  Bonds 1,000 

Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of  Ga.  Stock.     1,400  par  value. 

"     6  }i  Script   ..        500 
I  also  hold  certificates  for 

2  Shares  of  Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Co.  Stock. 
4  Shares  Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia  Stock. 
From  which  the  Association  derives  no  income. 
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Regretting  that   pressing  business  affairs  prevent   my   pre- 
senting this  report  in  person,  I  am,  Madam, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER  OF 

THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  as  per  report  of  May  22,  1883 $1,706.80 

Interest  on  United  States  4^  ^  Bonds   810.00 

"      4    ^  Bonds   332.00 

"  Union  Pacific  R.  R.,  Currency. .        60.00 

Dividends  on  Central  R.  R.  of  Georgia  Stock.      134.50 

RECEIPTS  ACCOUNT  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1883. 

June     5.     Through  Miss  Harper $  61 .00 

7.     Proceeds  of  C.  S.  Bonds 90.00 

July    21.    Through  the  Vice-Regent  for  Ala- 
bama       50.00 

1884. 

May    14.     Edwin  H.  Fitler,  Philadelphia 200.00 

J  4.     Mrs.  G.  W.  Woodward,  Lexington, 

Ky 100.00 

15.  Cash  from  Col.  HoUingsworth, 

Supt 700.00 

$4>244 .  30 

EXPENDITURES. 
1883. 
May   28.     Checks  of  Regent  to  Capt.  L.  L. 

Blake    $103.00 

28.    Annual  Expenses 357-25 

28.     Dr.  George  Latimer 189.00 

July    20.     Mrs.  M.  J.  Sweat,  for  Printing,  &c.     29.00 

Sept.  22.    Rev.  Samuel  A.  Wallis 30.00 

24.    C.  H.  Read,  Jr 50.00 

Dec.    14.    J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 400.00 

1884. 

Jan.     18.    J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 500.00 

March  7.     "      "  "  400.00 

May    15.    Woodward  &  Lothrop 10. 10 

16.  1,000  U.  S.  4jj^  Bonds,  @  1.12^.  .1,121.25 

$3,189.60 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $1,054.70 

'      E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 
May  22,  1884. 
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Thursday,  May  22. 

Assembled  at  9.30. 

The  Regent  read  a  communication  from  Mr.  Stewart  in  regard 
to  selling  his  poem  upon  the  place.    Also  her  reply. 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  presented  a  cheque 
for  Fifty  Dollars  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  requesting  it  to  be 
received  in  the  name  of  her  State. 

Mrs.  Eve,  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia,  presented  Twenty 
Dollars  for  Endowment  Fund,  a  g^ft  from  Mrs.  Charles  Mills, 
of  Savannah.  Also  a  History  of  Georgia,  in  two  volumes,  pur- 
chased for  "  Georgia  Room,"  from  money  presented  by  Senator 
Brown. 

Mrs.  Halsted,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  forwarded  to 
Council  a  volume  entitled  Life  of  Rev.  Ashbel  Green  (Secretary 
to  General  Washington),  a  g^ft  from  Robert  S.  Green,  grandson 
of  Rev.  Ashbel  Green. 

The  Regent  reported  the  g^ft  of  two  large  Registers,  for  names 
of  Visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  with  the  compliments  of  the  manu- 
facturer, Byron  Weston,  of  Dalton,  Mass.  These  g^fts  were 
acknowledged  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  Regent  read  her  correspondence  with  the  Superintendent 
during  the  year. 

The  Regent  suggested  to  Council  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  line  of  stages  between  Mount  Vernon  and  the  nearest 
railway  station  for  the  winter  season  when  the  river  is  closed  by 
ice.  Captain  Blake,  of  the  Steamer  Corcoran,  was  consulted, 
and  regarded  the  plan  as  feasible;  the  measures  in  regard  to  it 
were  entrusted  to  his  care. 

The  Regent  read  her  correspondence  with  Hon.  William  M. 
Evarts. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  read  a  portion  of  a  letter 
from  Hon.  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mayor  of  Charleston,  regarding  a 
copy  of  the  Houdon  bust  of  Washmg^on,  for  the  "  South  Caro- 
lina Room,"  to  be  presented  by  the  Freemasons  of  South 
Carolina. 

The  Regent  read  letters  from  the  Vice-Regents  for  Massachu- 
setts, for  Connecticut,  and  for  New  Jersey. 

Also  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Blanding,  Vice-Regent  for  California, 
presenting  her  resignation  (to  take  effect  after  this  Council),  on 
account  of  continued  ill   health.     Accepted  with  regret. 
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The  tomb  having  suffered  severely  by  the  storms  of  the  last 
winter,  was  carefully  examined  by  the  ladies,  and  the  judgment 
of  Mr.  Emmart,  of  the  firm  of  Emmart  &  Quartley,  was  taken 
upon  it  His  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairing  the  damage 
inflicted,  and  of  putting  the  tomb  into  good  condition,  was  pre- 
sented to  Council  by  the  Regent.  These  repairs,  estimated  at 
$210,  included  the  use  of  hydraulic  cement  as  an  improvement 
upon  that  previously  employed.  Council  decided  to  appropriate 
the  amount  required,  and  to  authorize  the  Regent  to  expend 
thereon  the  sum  of  $250,  in  order  to  include  the  construction  of  a 
drain  to  divert  the  water  accumulating  behind  the  tomb  from 
undermining  and  injuring  it. 

The  Regent  presented  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mason,  of  Woodlawn, 
in  regard  to  an  inscribed  stone  originally  placed  over  Wash- 
ington's Old  Tomb.  This  stone  was  taken  to  Woodlawn  many 
years  ago;  Mr.  Mason  has  kindly  presented  it  to  the  Association, 
and  it  has  been  replaced  on  the  wall  of  the  Old  Tomb.  The 
Association  is  much  indebted  to  the  Vice-Regent  of  New  Jersey 
for  her  efforts  to  obtain  this  stone. 

Council  examined  into  the  possibility  of  permanent  improve- 
ment of  their  road  to  the  wharf,  which  is  a  frequent  source  of 
expense,  from  the  steepness  of  the  descent  and  the  inconstant 
nature  of  the  soil.  All  the  methods  for  obtaining  a  firm  founda- 
tion are  so  expensive  as  to  be  beyond  the  present  means  of  the 
Association,  but  it  was  determined  to  extend  the  system  of  gut- 
tering on  each  side  of  the  carriage  way,  as  far  as  possible,  without 
too  great  expenditure. 

Regent  presented  the  monthly  reports  of  Mr.  Whelan,  gar- 
dener, for  the  past  year.  They  were  regarded  as  highly  satis- 
factory. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reported  that  an  article  appeared 
in  the  Boston  Sunday  Herald  of  Nov.  4,  1883,  entitled  "Neg- 
lected Mount  Vernon,"  which  contained  so  many  incorrect  state- 
ments that  she  at  once  wrote  to  Mr.  Pulsifer,  the  editor,  cor- 
recting them,  and  accompanied  her  letter  by  a  copy  of  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Association,  as  proof  that  Mount  Vernon 
was  not  in  any  way  neglected.  The  letter  received  no  reply,  and 
the  article  received  no  contradiction  in  the  subsequent  issues  of 
the  Herald. 

The  Regent  reported  that  the  Superintendent  had  been  in- 
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formed  on  the  part  of  the  State  Department,  that  in  the  excur- 
sion recently  made  under  its  direction  to  Mount  Vernon,  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  Siamese  Embassy,  the  claims  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  an  entrance  fee  would  be  regarded,  and  the  usual  per- 
centage paid  to  the  Association.  An  Estimate  had  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State.  Council  acknowledge 
with  pleasure  this  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Government 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

It  seems  almost  a  work  of  supererogation,  after  the  beautiful 
eulogy  accompanying  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  one  of 
the  most  gifted,  loveliest  and  most  beloved  of  the  chief  officers  of 
this  Association,  Mrs.  Barry,  of  Illinois,  by  our  honored  Regent, 
that  further  remark  should  be  made,  as  no  one  could  have  paid  a 
more  touching  tribute  to  her  excellence,  but  we  who  have  loved 
Mrs.  Barry  so  dearly,  who  have  been  associated  in  familiar  inter- 
course, feel  that  it  would  appear  like  neglect  did  not  the  sisters 
unite  with  the  Head  and  presiding  Genius  of  this  Association  in 
expressing  their  sorrow  and  their  loss.  We  mourn  her  as  a 
friend,  as  an  exemplar  to  woman  and  to  christians,  for  a  meeker, 
holier  and  more  submissive  christian  has  rarely  walked  this  lower 
earth,  and  no  woman  was  ever  more  nobly  planned  to  show  the 
height  to  which  the  sex  may  rise.  In  our  sisterhood  the  loss  is 
irreparable,  what  then  must  it  be  to  her  family,  the  gentle 
daughters  and  grand-children,  who  lived  in  the  light  of  her  bene- 
ficence? It  is  therefore  meet  and  proper  that  we  tender  to  them 
and  to  the  partner  of  her  life,  our  sineerest  sympathy,  and  the 
knowledge  of  our  mutual  grief. 

Accepted  by  Council,  and  a  copy  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  accompanied  by  an  extract  from  the 
Regent's  report  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Barry. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  presented  the  following  addi- 
tional tribute  to  Mrs.  Barry's  memory: 

The  expression  of  strictly  personal  feelings,  bereavement  or 
regret,  is  not  usual  on  an  occasion  like  the  present;  but  it  is 
hoped  the  Regent  and  Council  will  pardon  a  few  words  in  feeble 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  cherished  friendship  which  knew  no 
interruption  from  its  beginning  many  years  ago  at  Mount 
Vernon.  From  this  valued  intercourse,  I  came  to  know  the  rare 
and  exalted  traits  which  adorned  the  character  of  our  endeared 
sister,  and  to  revere  the  intellectual  strength,  absolute  integrity 
of  will  and  purpose,  the  depth  and  quality  of  womanly  tender- 
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ness  and  christian  faith  of  a  "  soul  so  nobly  and  beautifully  en- 
dowed/* as  one  said  of  her  who  knew  her  well. 

With  the  thought  that  she  will  meet  with  us  no  more  in  Coun- 
cil here,  a  sense  of  my  own  loss  is  even  more  keenly  realized  than 
is  that  with  which  I  lament  her  loss  to  our  Association.  The 
sundering  of  a  tie  so  dear  is  as  a  light  gone  out  from  the  firma- 
ment, a  loved  voice  stilled,  a  wise  counsellor  silenced. 

The  record  of  her  work  for  Mount  Vernon  is  among  the 
archives  of  this  Association,  and  is  part  of  its  history;  the  room 
exquisitely  restored  through  her  efforts,  bears  the  name  of  the 
State  she  represented  here,  and  will  be  ever  associated  with  that 
of  its  faithful  first  Vice- Regent. 

Words  cannot  speak  the  worth  of  Elizabeth  Willard  Barry — 
they  are  a  token  that  she  has  lived  and  wrought  for  good  in  the 
world,  and  went  to  her  high  reward. 

Her  wise  and  temperate  judgment  in  Council,  the  gracious, 
kindly  greeting,  like  the  influence  of  her  gentle  presence,  are 
treasured  memories,  and  will  abide  with  us  always. 

The  Secretary  of  Councils  was  instructed  to  insert  these  pro- 
ceedings at  full  length  in  the  annual  published  report  of  the 
Association. 

Careful  examination  was  made  into  expenditures  upon  the 
place,  and  into  the  best  methods  for  reducing  them;  and  the 
Finance  Committee  reported  their  own  suggestions,  based  on 
thorough  and  detailed  examination  of  the  Superintendent's  books 
and  vouchers. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin,  member  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee, proposed  the  abandonment  of  the  cultivation  of  wheat, 
as  it  does  not  prove  remunerative.  This  proposition  was  agreed 
to  by  Council. 

The  purser  of  the  Steamer  Corcoran  brought  to  Council  the 
books  of  the  boat,  and  made  personal  explanation  of  the  accounts 
for  the  year.  The  accounts  for  each  month  were  examined,  and 
the  summary  furnished  and  signed  by  the  purser. 

Inquiry  was  made  into  sales  of  milk  to  visitors  on  the  place; 
they  were  found  satisfactory,  appear  to  pay  well  and  to  please 
visitors. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  presented  through  the  Vice-Regent 
of  Louisiana,  from  Mr.  Charles  A.  Conrad,  of  New  Orleans, 
requesting  that  as  several  of  his  deceased  relatives  are  already 
interred  in  the  Washington  Vault,  he  may  be  allowed  to  bring 
there  the  remains  of  his  father  and  brother,  and  to  have  his 
wife  and  himself,  after  death,  also  interred  in  said  vault. 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  was  requested  to  inform  Mr. 
Conrad,  that  by  a  clause  in  the  deed  of  purchase  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, any  additional  interments  in  the  vault  were  expressly  for- 
bidden. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  C.  L.  Markell,  of  Fred- 
erick City,  Md.,  offering  relics  for  sale.    Laid  on  table. 

On  Sunday,  May  25,  the  Regent,  with  several  of  the  Vice- 
Regents,  attended  divine  service  at  Pohick  Church. 


Monday,  May  26. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  drew  up  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Luke  C.  Dillon,  photographer,  for  three  years  from  the  9th  of 
October,  1884.  Approved  by  Council,  and  signed  by  the  Regent 
and  Mr.  Dillon  in  the  presence  of  Council. 

The  pay  roll  of  employes  at  Mount  Vernon  was  examined  and 
revised  for  the  coming  year. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  J.  H.  Kuehling,  in  regard  to  an 
improvement  in  lightning  rods,  and  advising  the  exchange  of  the 
iron  ones  now  on  the  house  for  copper  rods.    Laid  on  table. 

A  new  Commission  for  Superintendent  was  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  resolutions  passed  unanimously  by  Council.  This 
Commission  was  accepted  by  Col.  HoUingsworth,  and  signed  in 
presence  of  Council.  He  expressed  his  commendation  of  the 
changes  made,  and  his  earnest  desire  to  carry  out,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Council,  the  instructions  thus  received. 

The  Regent  informed  Council  that,  with  its  approval,  she 
would  appropriate  the  $200  g^ven  her  to  expend  at  Mount  Ver- 
non, by  Mrs.  Campbell,  late  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri,  with 
interest  accruing  since  the  gift,  to  the  purchase  of  a  sun-dial  to 
be  placed  on  the  lawn,  it  being  upon  record  that  a  sun-dial  stood 
there  in  the  time  of  General  Washington.  Accepted  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  appropriations  for  running  expenses  were  unanimously 
passed. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  have  examined  the  bills  for  the  year, 
and  compared  them  with  the  vouchers,  finding  them  correct. 
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With  regret,  they  are  again  obliged  to  report  that  the  receipts 
for  the  year  have  not  met  the  expenses.  The  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  small  balance  at  the 
banker's  to  meet  this  deficit. 

(Signed)  ABBY  W.  CHACE, 

May  28th.  EMMA  R.  BALL, 

MARTHA  MITCHELL. 


RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

The  Historical  Record  Committee  would  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  gathered  from  the  archives  of  the  Association, 
important  papers  relating  to  the  early  history  of  this  Association, 
from  the  address  of  "The  Southern  Matron"  in  1853,  to  the 
formation  and  reports  of  Council  from  1859  to  1873,  with 
reports  of  the  Regent  for  the  same,  and  would  refer  you  to  pack- 
age labelled  No.  i,  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  same.  This 
committee  have  taken  possession  of  the  papers  above  referred  to, 
as  permission  was  given  them  last  Council,  to  examine  and  take 
home  with  them,  in  order  to  prepare  a  proper  report. 

(Signed)  P.  E.  EVE,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  GREENHOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Greenhouse  and  Garden  have  carefully 
examined  into  the  present  condition  of  this  department,  and  find 
it  in  a  state  which  encourages  them  to  expect  excellent  results 
in  the  future,  if  the  present  method  of  management  can  be  devel- 
oped and  perfected.  We  refer  you  to  the  monthly  reports  of  the 
gardener  to  the  Regent,  and  to  his  report  to  Council,  showing  a 
steady  increase  of  prosperity.  We  would  ask  the  Council  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  taking  the  gardener  from  the  ticket  gate, 
and  confining  him  to  his  legitimate  duties  at  and  around  the 
greenhouse.  We  would  also  commend  to  wisdom  of  Council  an 
increase  of  gardener's  salary. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman. 

This  department  bids  fair  to  become  a  source  of  profit  to  the 
Association,  and  of  attraction  to  the  place;  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  as 
member  of  the  Committee,  advocated  the  increase  of  the  salary 
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of  the  gardener,  as  indicating  the  satisfaction  of  Council  in  the 
work  already  accomplished.  She  also  stated  that  she  intended  to 
raise  the  money  necessary  to  build  a  good  forcing  house,  and 
thus  increase  the  facilities,  now  very  inadequate,  for  raising 
plants. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Greenhouse  Committee  be  accepted,  and  an  increase  of 
$10  per  month  be  made  to  the  present  salary  of  Mr.  Whelan, 
gardener.    Unanimously  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Council,  that  the  hope  I  ex- 
pressed last  year,  of  arousing  in  my  State  an  interest  in  my  work 
for  Mount  Vernon,  has  been  realized  beyond  my  expectation. 
Notwithstanding  the  financial  stringency  of  the  past  year,  her 
response  has  been  generous  and  general  to  my  appeal,  and  I 
shall  be  able  to  do  all  that  can  be  desired  for  the  restoration  and 
furnishing  of  the  room  in  her  care. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  PICKENS,  V,  R. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  OHIO. 

I  have  little  to  report  this  year,  having  been  unsuccessful  so  far 
in  procuring  any  additional  articles  for  the  music  room  that 
belonged  to  Washington.  Some  months  ago  I  succeeded  in 
tracing  his  violin,  the  existence  of  which  I  had  previously  heard 
of.  But  after  some  correspondence  with  the  owner.  Col.  Thos. 
B.  Washington,  I  foimd  I  must  abandon  it,  as  the  price  was  far 
beyond  the  amount  in  my  treasury.  I  have  also  traced  his  cut- 
glass  punch  bowl,  but  it,  too,  was  beyond  my  limit.  It  is  cer- 
tainly disappointing  to  find  these  genuine  relics,  only  to  realize 
that  they  are  beyond  my  reach.  I  have  succeeded  in  procuring 
a  veritable  old  Venetian  mirror  to  replace  the  one  which  I  have 
always  been  dissatisfied  with,  and  which  I  shall  dispose  of.  I 
am  happy  to  report  a  donation  of  $100  from  Mrs.  George  Pen- 
dleton Bowler,  of  Cincinnati,  which  I  have  deposited  in  bank 
with  the  remainder  of  my  fund,  amounting  to  about  $900. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  ELIZABETH  LYTLE  BROADWELL. 

May  25,  1884. 
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COMMITTEES  APPOINTED. 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Ball, 
Virginia;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wis- 
consin. 

Committee  on  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Colimibia. 

Committee  on  Records — Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs.  Walker, 
North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware. 

Committee  on  Greenhouse  and  Garden — Mrs.  Pickens,  South 
Carolina;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  ladies  of  this  Council  desire  to  express  their 
heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  eminent  ability  and  grace  which  our 
honored  Regent  brings,  not  only  to  the  discharge  of  her  onerous 
and  important  duties  as  its  presiding  officer  during  the  sessions 
of  Council;  but  we  wish  also  to  record  our  abiding  sense  of  the 
wisdom  that  marks  her  management  of  exigencies  that  so  fre- 
quently arise  in  the  interim  of  the  meetings  of  Council,  and  to 
assure  her,  before  we  part,  of  our  continued  confidence  and 
affection. 

And  to  the  accomplished  Secretary  of  Councils,  we  tender  our 
constant  and  grateful  recognition  of  the  intelligent  and  thorough 
performance  of  the  important  and  relentless  duties  of  her  posi- 
tion, and  her  unflagging  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  Mount 
Vernon.  We  congratulate  the  Regent,  ourselves,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation at  large,  that  she  has  consented  to  withhold  the  resigna- 
tion of  her  office,  which  she  contemplated  in  justice  to  her  health. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  Mount  Vernon  for  the  past  year,  it 
becomes  a  pleasant  duty  to  note  the  continued  increase  in  the 
number  of  visitors  who  come  to  the  place,  and  who  almost  uni- 
versally find  much  to  interest,  and  something  to  commend.  The 
principal  work  of  this  year  has  been  the  restoration  of  the  room 
in  the  mansion  which  has  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  This  restoration  has 
brought  to  light,  after  long  concealment,  through  the  ravages  of 
time  and  unavoidable  neglect,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  rooms  in 
the  house.  Its  treatment  under  the  eminent  architects,  Emmart 
&  Quartley,  has  proved  worthy  of  high  praise,  and  the  delicacy 
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and  beauty  of  their  work  is  equalled  by  the  fidelity  with  which 
they  have  adhered  to  the  original  style  of  the  fine  decorations  upon 
its  walls.  The  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  may  well  point 
with  pride  to  the  results  of  her  earnest  efforts  to  interest  her 
State  in  aiding  to  preserve  the  home  of  Washington,  and  the 
Association  acknowledges  with  pleasure  the  generous  manner 
in  which  its  people  have  opened  their  hearts  and  their  hands  in 
response  to  her  eloquent  appeal. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  enforce  with  still  greater  strict- 
ness, the  rule  for  closing  the  gates  to  the  rooms  while  visitors  are 
upon  the  premises.  This  rule  is  absolutely  forced  upon  the  Asso- 
ciation, which  would  gladly  welcome  the  public  to  the  place  with- 
out restrictions,  but  for  the  many  proofs  received  that  there  is  no 
other  method  of  protecting  the  property.  The  injuries,  depre- 
dations, and  defacements  are  too  numerous  and  too  serious  to  be 
disregarded,  and  as  in  many  other  cases,  the  innocent  suffer  for 
the  guilty,  and  persons  who  would  enjoy  with  reverent  interest 
a  closer  inspection  of  the  rooms,  are  deprived  of  this  pleasure 
because  others  would  take  the  opportunity  to  do  irreparable 
damage.  As  proof  of  this  may  be  mentioned  that,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Ohio  wishing  the  public  to  observe  the  many 
interesting  objects  in  the  music  room,  which  has  been  restored 
under  her  care,  was  rewarded  by  having  an  important  portion 
of  the  ornamentation  of  the  fine  old  time-piece  on  the  mantel 
torn  from  its  setting  and  carried  away.  Also,  not  long  since, 
a  boy  was  captured  on  his  way  to  the  boat,  with  one  of  the  bal- 
usters he  had  pulled  from  the  stair-case  in  the  main  hall. 

Council  adjourned  on  Thursday,  May  29th,  after  a  session  of 
nine  days. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 


OP  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Wednesday,  May  20,  1885. 


Regent  presiding.    The  ladies  present  were: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New 
York;  Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Wis- 
consin; Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Caro- 
lina; Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia. 

Council  opened  the  session  with  reading  of  Scripture  by  the 
Regent  and  recital  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  by  the  ladies. 

The  hours  appointed  for  sessions  were  from  9.30  A.  M.  till 
11.30,  from  2  P.  M.  till  3,  from  4.30  P.  M.  till  7,  from  8  P.  M. 
till  10. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  last  Council  by  Secretary  of  Councils. 
Accepted. 

The  Regent  read  her  report,  as  follows: 

Mt  Vernon,  May,  1885. 
Ladies: — We  meet  this  year  with  saddened  hearts,  missing,  as 
we  must,  the  two  members  of  our  little  band  of  faithful  workers, 
who  have  been  taken  from  among  us  within  so  short  a  time  of 
each  other.  Long  will  we  remember  their  gentle  influence,  their 
wise  judgment  and  their  devoted  interest  in  Mount  Vernon.  It 
was  to  me  most  touching,  as  I  am  sure  it  must  be  to  you  all,  to 
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see  in  the  hall  of  this  dear  old  mansion  so  many  of  the  same 
engravings  that,  as  we  know,  hung  there  in  the  time  when  Wash- 
ington lived  here,  and  which  were  collected  after  patient  and 
careful  study  and  search  by  the  late  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama, 
Mrs.  Herbert,  who,  alas,  did  not  live  to  see  them  restored  to 
the  places  they  originally  occupied.  They  will  always  recall  to 
us  the  gentle,  intelligent  and  energetic  colleague  who  was  with 
us  but  a  short  time  and  who  yet  accomplished  so  much.  The 
uncompleted  work  of  the  Vice-Regent  from  Florida,  Mrs.  Yulee, 
the  room  that  she  felt  such  interest  in  restoring,  speaks  patheti- 
cally of  her  whose  clear  head  and  lovely  character  made  her 
one  of  the  most  valued  members  of  our  Board.  Nor  can  we 
forget  that  another  of  our  number  has  been  heavily  stricken  since 
our  last  Council,  and  is  thus  prevented  from  being  with  us,  our 
sister  of  Rhode  Island,  Mrs.  Chace. 

Turning  from  these  sad  personalities,  I  am  happy  to  tell  you 
that  our  financial  affairs  during  the  past  year  have  been  fairly 
prosperous.  We  have  been  able  to  meet  all  our  expenses  from 
our  receipts,  without  being  obliged  as  heretofore  to  draw  upon 
the  income  of  our  Endowment  Fund.  Our  receipts  from  the 
boat  during  the  year  have  been  $6,95a33;  from  sales  on  the 
place,  including  photographs,  canes,  milk,  egg^,  $2,394.25.  The 
detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  expenses  is  as  follows: 

Total  receipts    $9»34S-58 

Expenditures  6,399.98 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands $2,945.60 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  from  interest  on 
Endowment  Fund  is  2,502 .80 

Making  our  entire  cash  balance  at  this  time.  .$5,448.40 

There  are  some  matters  to  which  I  particularly  wish  to  call 
your  attention,  one  of  the  most  important  being  the  very  neces- 
sary rebuilding  of  the  wharf.  I  have  had  careful  examination 
made  by  parties  whom  I  have  reason  to  think  reliable,  and 
I  will  submit  to  you  their  statements  and  estimates.  The  repairs 
ordered  by  last  Council  to  the  Tomb,  have  been  made  by  Messrs. 
Emmart  &  Quartley,  but  are  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  I  have 
so  informed  them,  and  represented  to  them  the  necessity  of  doing 
the  work  more  thoroughly  before  it  can  be  paid  for.     Quite  a 
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large  portion  of  the  fencing  of  the  place  needs  to  be  renewed,  and 
I  suggest  that  the  Council  make  a  point  of  visiting  in  a  body 
every  part  of  the  estate,  so  that  all  may  realize  what  is  necessary 
in  the  way  of  repairs  and  make  suitable  appropriations  for  the 
same.  The  restoration  of  a  sun  dial  to  the  grass  plot  in  front  of 
the  west  door  of  the  mansion,  where  one  stood  in  General  Wash- 
ington's time,  and  which  it  was  decided  by  last  year's  Council 
(at  my  suggestion)  would  be  an  appropriate  use  to  make  of  the 
gift  of  money  made  by  the  late  Vice-Regent  of  Missouri,  Mrs. 
Robert  Campbell,  I  have  carefully  thought  over,  and  will  have 
the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  a  drawing  by  that  very  skillful 
architect,  Mr.  W.  R.  Emerson,  of  Boston,  of  one  of  appropriate 
and  antique  design.  The  improvement  of  our  roads  is  a  subject 
to  which  I  would  specially  call  your  attention,  as  I  have  already 
informed  you  we  have  in  the  hands  of  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  E. 
Francis  Riggs,  a  balance  of  over  $5,000,  and  this  money  would, 
in  my  judgement,  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  on  the  place  in 
restoring  and  beautifying  it.  Our  lawns  need  more  careful  atten- 
tion, and  the  old  mansion  itself  requires  repair,  and  I  think  we 
may  this  year  do  much  towards  restoring  Mount  Vernon  to  the 
condition  of  perfect  order  in  which  it  was  undoubtedly  kept  in 
the  days  of  Washington. 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON;  Regent. 

The  meeting  of  Council  waiS  much  saddened  by  the  loss  to  the 
Association  of  two  of  its  members,  by  the  death  of  the  Vice- 
Regents  for  Alabama  and  for  Florida,  both  of  whom  have  been 
present  and  active  in  recent  Councils,  and  who  had  become  much 
beloved  in  the  social  intercourse  which  naturally  becomes  more 
and  more  a  feature  of  the  annually  recurring  Councils  held  at 
Mount  Vernon.  The  development  of  warm  personal  attach- 
ments and  the  widening  of  personal  and  official  sympathy,  con- 
sequent upon  long  continued  working  together  for  the  same 
object,  form  a  not  unworthy  counterpart  to  the  family  affection 
which  we  love  to  think  prevailed  in  an  unusual  degree  in  the 
home  of  Washington.  And  so  the  official  notice  of  the  death  of 
members  acquires  more  and  more  the  tenderness  of  personal 
poignant  sorrow. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  offered  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That,  as  the  years  pass  by,  and  each  Council  brings 
together  the  diminishing  numbers  of  our  Association,  we  deplore 
with  ever-deepening  sorrow  the  loss  of  those  whom  death  takes 
from  us.  Their  places  can  never  be  quite  filled  to  those  who  not 
only  honored  them  in  their  official  connection,  but  who  loved 
them  with  a  personal  and  individual  affection. 

It  is  in  the  name  of  such  a  personal  affection  that  I  ask  permis- 
sion to  express  our  sorrow  at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Nannie  C.  Yulee, 
our  late  Vice-Regent  for  Florida.  She,  from  the  fullness  of  life's 
choicest  blessings,  passed  suddenly  through  the  gates  of  death, 
with  the  sweet  prophecies  of  eternal  life  hovering  upon  her  lips, 
for — as  you  know — the  passages  of  Scripture  read  at  her  burial 
service  had  been  selected  by  her  to  read  at  a  religious  meeting 
over  which  she  was  to  have  presided  on  the  very  day  of  her  death. 
Such  utterances  were,  indeed,  but  the  wonted  expression  of  her 
daily  life,  which  was  penetrated  to  a  remarkable  degree  with  the 
religious  fervor  which  characterized  her  intellectual  and  spiritual 
convictions. 

The  same  earnestness  of  feeling  and  conscientious  fulfillment 
of  duty  marked  her  relationship  to  our  Association,  and  to  a 
quick  perception  in  its  affairs  she  added  a  steadfast  energy  in 
aiding  to  sustain  its  integrity,  its  honor  and  its  dignity.  We 
shall  miss  here,  not  only  the  charm  of  her  benignant  presence  and 
the  brightness  of  her  kindly  smile,  but  the  wisdom  of  her  counsel 
and  her  companionship  in  our  efforts  to  worthily  fulfill  the 
duties  of  our  trust. 

Of  the  irreparable  loss  to  her  family  and  to  society  we  hardly 
dare  to  speak,  so  deep  and  wide  is  the  wound  her  death  has  made. 
But  we  would  claim  the  sad  privilege  of  mingling  our  tears  with 
theirs,  and  of  thus  recording  our  own  estimate  of  her  loveliness 
and  worth. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

The  "  Great  Reaper  "  has  again  been  gathering  for  his  harvest 
from  our  Council  circle — there  is  another  vacant  chair,  and  the 
place  so  eminently  filled  by  the  lovely  and  beloved  Vice-Regent 
of  Alabama  will  know  her  no  more.  Truth  cannot  be  more  fit- 
tingly framed  in  eulogy  than  in  offering  this  In  Memoriam  to 
one  by  whom  it  was  so  nobly  merited — ^though  the  heart's  feel- 
ings cannot  be  written  when  it  mourns  most  deeply  for  a  beloved 
friend. 

In  every  domestic  relation  of  life,  hers  was  a  character  rarely 
pure  and  perfect.  In  the  public  position  of  Vice-Regent  the 
result  of  her  zeal  and  devotion,  her  brilliant  ability  and  energy 
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have,  in  the  brief  space  of  three  years,  left  in  the  hall  at  Mt. 
Vernon  her  noblest  monument. 

We,  her  friends  and  associates,  will  long  and  deeply  feel  the 
loss  of  that  earnest  spirit  and  sweet  influence  in  our  Council, 
where  "  none  knew  her  but  to  love  her,"  and  where  our  own 
personal  sorrow  is  emphasized  by  the  deepest  regret  and  sympa- 
thy for  those  of  the  home  circle  to  whom  her  loss  is  irreparable. 

To  them  this  resolution  of  our  heartfelt  appreciation  and  sym- 
pathy is  most  earnestly  offered. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved,  that 

The  ladies  assembled  in  Council  welcome,  with  sincere  appre- 
ciation, the  unselfish  effort  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  in 
resuming  her  place  at  their  Council-board,  while  the  bereave- 
ment which  has  darkened  her  life  is  still  so  recent.  It  seems  not 
inappropriate  that  Council  should  take  occasion  to  express  to 
Mrs.  Halsted,  with  a  more  affectionate  personality  than  was  pos- 
sible in  her  absence,  their  sympathy  in  her  affliction.  The  same 
blow  which,  with  crushing  suddenness,  took  from  her  the  beloved 
companion  of  an  unusually  prolonged  wedded  life,  also  deprived 
this  Association  of  a  tried  and  faithful  friend  and  earnest  advo- 
cate. His  honored  place  on  the  Advisory  Board  is  known  to  all 
present;  while  the  especial  services  he  rendered  in  the  early 
struggles  of  the  Association  are  still  fresh  in  the  remembrance 
of  the  older  Vice-Regents,  and  constitute  a  permanent  claim  for 
grateful  remembrance. 

Also  that  the  resolution  presented  at  last  Council  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  West  Virginia,  be  entered  upon  the  published  report 
for  this  year,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
now  in  session,  tender  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  their 
deep  sympathy  with  her  in  the  great  grief  under  which  she  is 
suffering.  Also  their  feeling  of  earnest  regret  at  the  loss  to  the 
Association  of  so  honored  and  esteemed  a  friend  and  member  of 
the  Advisory  Board  as  Gen.  Halsted;  whose  services  to  the 
Association  during  its  periods  of  deepest  depression  are  most 
gratefully  remembered. 

Unanimously  approved. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved. 

That  the  ladies  assembled  in  Council  desire  to  express  to  their 
valued  friend  and  colleague,  Mrs.  Chace,  Vice- Regent  for  Rhode 
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Island,  their  sympathy  in  the  heavy  sorrow  which  has  come  upon 
her  in  the  death  of  her*  husband,  Prof.  George  I.  Qiace;  and  their 
hope  that  her  own  well  known  devotion  to  duty  may  become  an 
aid  in  the  darkness  of  the  present  hour,  and  an  incentive  to  an 
early  return  to  our  Councils,  where  her  present  absence  is  deeply 
regretted. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  presented 
his  report  in  person,  and  advised  with  the  Council  in  regard  to 
the  Finances  of  the  Association. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  Riggs  &  Co., 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1885. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton,  Regent,  etc. 

Madam: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  statement  of 
account  as  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  showing  receipts  and 
disbursements  since  my  last  report. 

The  cash  balance  to  credit  of  the  general  account,  at  present 
date,  is  $2,945.60,  and  there  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Endowment 
Fund  $2,502,80. 
I  hold  as  property  of  the  Association, 

Par  Value. 

United  States  4^  ^  Reg.  Bonds $19,000 

"     4    ^      '^         "      8,300 

"  "     currency,  6  ^  Bonds 1,000 

Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of  Ga.  Stock. . .     1,400 

"    Scrip   ..        500 
2  Shares  Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Co.  Stock. 

I  am,  Madam, 

Your  obedient  servant 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer, 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER  OF 
THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

RECEIPTS.    GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

From  J.  McH.  HoUingsworth $2,295.25 

"      Capt.  L.  L.  Blake 6,950.33 

"      Luke  C.  Dillon 100.00 

$9,345-58 
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1884.  EXPENDITURES. 

June     5.     Check  of  Regent  to — 

"  Expenses  "    $  45 .00 

5.  J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 557 -20 

6.  Charles  F.  Ritti 175.00 

6.  Hay  ward  &  Hutchinson 32.50 

July      2.            J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 465.37 

II.            W.  T.  Keenan 163.90 

15.            Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat 30.50 

31.            J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 474-75 

Sept.     I.                   "                 **              430.60 

29.                   "                 "              422.40 

Oct.    30.            Rev.  Sam'l  A.  Wallis 30.00 

31.            J.  McH.  HoUingsworth 493-55 

Nov.   10.                   "                 "              50.00 

Dec.     5.                   "                 "              453 -20 

II.                   "                 "              50.00 

1885. 

Jany.    8.                   "                 "              436-33 

Feby.   4-                    "                 "              542.70 

25.                    "                 "              50.00 

March  5.                    "                 "              489.06 

31.  "  "  469.19 

April  30.  "  "  538.73 

$6,399-98 

Balance  on  hand $2,945 .60 

RECEIPTS,  ACCOUNT  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1884. 
Mar. 22.  Balance  as  per  report  (Mar.  22,  '84). $1,054. 70 
Less  checks  of  Regent  for  expenses 
of  Council,  $i3-03+$363.8o 376.83 

$677.87 

June  12.  By  Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana 87.00 

12.    "    Miss  Harper,  Maryland 57-00 

1885. 
Mar.  5.    "    Mrs.  Chas.  Mills,  Savannah,  Ga.  20.00 

May  16.    "    Dividend,    Jay    Cooke    &    Co., 
bankrupts,       through       Mrs. 

Laughton    318.58 

Income  from  U.  S.  4^  ^  bonds. .    $843.75 
"        "       4;^     "     --      332-00 
"     Pacific  R.  R. 

6  ^  bonds. .        60.00 
"    Central  R.  R.  Co. 

of  Georgia  stock 106.60 

$i>342.35 

In  hands  of  Treasurer $2,502.80 

May  22,  1885.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 

To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association: 
Ladies: — I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditures  of  Mount  Vernon,  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1885. 
Hoping  it  may  prove  satisfactory,  I  remain, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  McH.  HOLLINGSWORTH,  Supt. 

EXPENDITURES  FROM  MAY  i,  1884,  TO  MAY  i,  1885. 

Amount  expended  in  May $557-20 

June    468.22 

July    474.75 

August   430.60 

September    422.40 

October    493-55 

November    503 .20 

December     486.33 

January     542.70 

February    539-o6 

March     469. 19 

April   538.73 

Amount  expended  during  the  year..  $5»925.93 

REVENUE  FROM  MAY  i,  1884,  TO  MAY  i,  1885. 

19.393  boat  passengers  @  34c $6,593.56 

Excursions    . . . . , 689.73 

Commission  on  Guide  Books 69.33 

$7>352.62 

Deposited  with  Riggs  &  Co.  by  the  Superintendent  in 

May,  1884  402.29 

Amount  deposited  during  the  year,  with  Riggs  &  Co., 

by  Capt.  Blake $6,950.33 

RECEIPTS  FROM  SALES,  ETC.,  AT  MOUNT  VERNON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1885. 

Sale  of  flowers  and  plants $527.55 

"     photographs   528.00 

"      milk    360. 50 

"     butter     70. 10 
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Sale  of  eggs 22.75 

"     chickens     31 .60 

"     canes    31 .00 

"     goblets,  easels,  etc 14. 10 

•  "     Washington's  wills   i  .00 

"      I  copy  Lossing's  History 3.00 

"     ice     5.50 

"     calves     100.79 

"     cow  hides   6. 53 

"      I  quart  cream 25 

"     wheat     47.84 

"     potatoes     1. 00 

"     quinces     .50 

Commission  on  Guide  Books  sold  on  the  boat 

in  May,  1884 19.20 

Commission  on  Guide  Books  sold  at  Mount 

Vernon     3 .90 

213  land  passengers  @  25c 53-25 

Receipts  from  boat  wagon 64.60 

Am't  deposited  with  Riggs  &  Co.  during  the  year,  $1,892.96 

Received  from  the  Regent  during  the  year,  to 

pay  expenses  at  Mount  Vernon $5,923.08 

Cash  left  over  from  last  year 2.85 

$5,925.93 

Amount  expended  during  the  year,  5,925.93 


GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: — In  submitting  report  of  "greenhouse  and  garden" 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1885,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  show  an  increase  in  sales  of  $170.80  above  last  year. 

The  total  sales  have  been $678.35 

Cash  turned  in  to  Superintendent 527.55 

Sales  this  year $678.35 

Sales  last  year 507- 55 

Increase  in  sales  $170.80 

Cash  turned  over  this  year $527. 55 

Cash  turned  over  last  year 407-35 

Increase  in  cash   $120.20 

It  has  been  necessary,  of  course,  to  expend  a  portion  of  receipts 
for  incidental  expenses.  Vouchers  for  such  have  been  submitted 
with  monthly  reports. 
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The  stages  in  greenhouse  are  in  a  measure  rotten  in  places, 
and  it  will  be  imperative  to  make  a  few  minor  repairs  before 
bringing  in  plants  for  the  winter.  The  expense  will  be  slight, 
however,  and  I  should  think  $25  would  cover  the  bill. 

I  have  used  during  the  season  1 1  tons  of  coal,  except  a  small 
quantity  now  stored  in  fireroom  at  greenhouse. 

Hoping  that  my  efforts  may  meet  the  approbation  of  the  ladies 
assembled  in  Council,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN,  Gardener 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

That  voting  by  proxy,  heretofore  allowed,  is  deemed  inexpe- 
dient, and  is  hereby  discontinued. 

Approved. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved, 

That  all  resolutions  offered  in  Council  be  presented  in  written 
form,  and  handed  to  the  Secretary  of  Councils  for  insertion  in  the 
minutes,  in  order  to  secure  complete  accuracy  in  the  record. 

Approved. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Richard  T.  Merrick, 
declining  to  make  any  charge  for  professional  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  Association  in  the  preparation  of  a  legal  opinion. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  reported  that  the  Hon.  Ran- 
dolph Tucker  had  also  declined  to  receive  compensation  for  a 
similar  service. 

The  acknowledgments  of  Council  to  these  gentlemen  were 
most  cordially  offered,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  moved. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  methods 
for  filling  the  vacant  shelves  of  the  Library — said  committee  to 
consist  of  three  members,  the  Vice-Regents  for  Massachusetts, 
for  Ohio  and  for  Louisiana;  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
ascertain,  from  these  widely  separated  localities,  what  sources  of 
supply  for  this  work  may  exist  throughout  the  country. 

Approved. 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  moved, 

That  in  order  to  facilitate  travel  to  Mount  Vernon  from  Rich- 
mond and  other  southern  cities,  Capt.  Blake  be  requested  to 
come  before  Council  and  be  requested  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  providing  transportation  by  boat  from  Quantico  to  Mt. 
Vernon  at  stated  times  during  the  months  when  excursion  par- 
ties may  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  such  opportunity. 

Capt.  Blake  expressed  his  willingness  to  carry  out  this  plap. 

Council  acknowledged  with  pleasure  the  reception  of  a  pack- 
age containing  pieces  of  the  capstone  of  the  Washington  Monu- 
ment, which  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  P.  H.  McLaughlin,  master 
mechanic  of  the  monument. 

It  was  decided  to  remove  the  relics  now  insufficiently  secured 
in  the  old  cases  standmg  in  the  West  Virginia  room,  to  the  state 
dining  room,  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  offered  to 
provide  suitable  cases  for  their  display  and  protection.  It  is 
thought  that  this  change  will  allow  the  public  a  much  better 
opportunity  to  inspect  these  articles,  many  of  which  are,  his- 
torically, extremely  interesting. 

The  Regent  presented  the  bills  of  Emmart  &  Quartley  for 
repairs  upon  the  tomb.  An  expense  of  $500  had  been  incurred, 
and  a  portion  of  the  work  proving  unsatisfactory,  Mr.  Emmart 
was  received  by  Council  and  explained  the  difficulties  he  encoun- 
tered from  certain  peculiarities  in  the  original  construction  of 
the  vault.  He  agreed  to  make  another  application  of  hydraulic 
cement  to  exclude  the  moisture  from  the  walls. 

On  Thursday,  Council  received  the  Board  of  Visitors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  The  members  present 
were  Lieutenant-Governor  Lewis,  Gen.  M'Donald,  Mr.  Herbert, 
Mr.  Portlock. 

Mr.  Corcoran,  of  the  Advisory  Board,  was  also  present.  The 
gentlemen  were  received  in  the  "  Family  Dining  Room  "  (rec- 
ently restored  by  South  Carolina),  and,  with  the  ladies  accom- 
panying them,  were  entertained  with  a  collation  served  in 
the  Library,  which  is  used  as  a  dining  room  during  the  sessions 
of  Council. 

Col.  H.  A.  Herbert  came  to  Mount  Vernon  at  the  same  time, 
and  personally  superintended  the  hanging  in  the  hall  of  certain 
pictures,  and  of  the  case  containing  the  sword  worn  by  Gen. 
Washington  at  Braddock's  defeat.    These  articles  were  obtained 
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by  Mrs.  Herbert,  late  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama,  to  whom  the 
Association  is  indebted  for  the  restoration  and  embellishment  of 
the  hall. 

An  application  was  made  by  Miss  Johnston  for  extension  of 
her  contract  for  the  "  Guide  Book  at  Mount  Vernon." 
Granted  till  June  15,  1888. 

The  rector  of  Pohick  Church  called  to  pay  his  respects  to 
Council  and  was  received  by  the  ladies. 

The  Secretary  of  Councils  presented  the  resignation  of  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Vermont. 

Communications  were  presented  from  Mrs.  Okie,  offering  for 
sale  a  brooch  containing  a  lock  of  Washington's  hair;  from  Mr. 
W.  C.  Burrage,  offering  for  sale  a  "Washington  pitcher"  for 
$50,  and  from  Mr.  T.  A.  Washington,  offering  to  sell  for  $350, 
the  suit  worn  by  Gen.  Washington  at  his  first  inauguration. 

Also  a  map  of  "The  Province  of  New  York,"  published  in 
^77^»  presented  to  the  Association  by  Mr.  George  F.  Abraham. 
Accepted  with  thanks,  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  York 
offered  to  have  it  framed  and  hung  in  the  room  assigned  to  that 
State. 

It  was  decided  that  in  future  the  vote  on  important  questions 
shall  be  taken  by  ballot. 

The  Regent,  with  advice  of  Council,  filled  the  vacant  Vice- 
Regencies  for  Illinois,  Missouri,  Vermont,  Mississippi,  Cali- 
fornia, Kentucky  and  Michigan. 

Several  proposals  for  a  thorough  repair  of  the  wharf  were 
received,  and  those  of  Mr.  Rogers  were  accepted.  Although 
this  improvement  will  demand  an  outlay  of  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, Council  felt  it  an  imperative  necessity  to  suM>ly  the  public 
with  suitable  accommodations  for  landing,  and  trust  that  visitors 
will  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  Association  to  meet  every  legiti- 
mate demand  made  upon  it  by  those  who  come  to  Mount  Vernon. 
The  Secretary  of  Councils  read  a  letter  from  R.  F.  Hunter, 
attorney  for  the  Harden  "  Star  Hand  Grenade  Company,"  pre- 
senting the  Association  with  four  dozen  hand  fire  grenades  and 
the  baskets  for  storing  the  same.  This  most  welcome  aid  in  the 
protection  of  the  mansion  from  fire  is  due  to  the  personal  efforts 
of  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  who,  together  with  the 
officers  of  the  Hand  Grenade  Company,  received  the  grateful 
thanks  of  Council.    Such  indications  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
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Moimt  Vernon  and  of  sympathy  in  the  constant  efforts  of  the 
Association  for  its  protection  from  all  injury,  are  very  welcome 
to  Council,  and  present  an  agreeable  contrast  to  the  idle  and 
carping  criticism  which  sometimes  assails  the  ladies,  who  have 
for  many  years  devoted  themselves  to  the  interests  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, with  no  recompense  but  the  enjoyment  of  their  own 
success. 

The  reception  from  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthr(^  of  a  copy  of 
his  oration  on  the  completion  of  the  Washington  Monument, 
was  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

Council  appointed  a  committee  to  make  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  mansion  and  report  to  Council.  The  committee  was 
accompanied  by  a  competent  mason  and  builder.  They  reported 
that  the  house  was  in  a  dangerous  condition  and  in  pressing 
need  of  attention.  The  substructure  was  much  out  of  order, 
timbers  rotten,  stones  displaced,  and  the  protection  about  the 
furnace  fallen  away.  Many  small  injuries  were  also  discovered 
in  the  exterior  of  the  mansion,  the  water  conduits,  roofs  and 
gutters,  etc.,  being  in  very  bad  condition.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  no  time  should  be  lost  and  no  expense  spared  to 
remedy  the  mischief  already  done  and  prevent  its  increase. 
Council  at  once  acted  upon  this  suggestion  and  took  the  requisite 
measures  to  secure  a  thorough  restoration  of  the  mansion  to  its 
proper  condition. 

REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  the  State  of  New  York  reports  with 
pleasure  the  restoration  of  the  Banqueting  Hall.  In  the  month 
of  August  last,  the  Superintendent  informed  the  Vice-Regent  of 
the  falling  of  the  ceiling  of  this  room,  which,  upon  examination, 
proved  to  be  caused  by  the  heavy  leakage  of  the  roof.  A  former 
similar  accident  occurred  in  1880. 

Messrs.  Emmart  &  Quartiey  were  at  once  ordered  to  restore 
the  room  to  its  original  state.  The  ceiling  has  been  well  done,  a 
conscientious  reproduction  of  the  simplicity  of  the  room. 

The  cost  of  its  renovation  is  a  large  one,  amounting  to  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  an  amount  which  it  has  been  most  difficult  to 
raise,  as  the  New  Yorkers  most  interested  in  Moimt  Vernon  feel 
that  our  State  has  already  contributed  its  due  share  in  presenting 
eleven  thousand,  dollars  to  the  Treasury. 
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In  view  of  this  expense,  which  was  caused  by  omission  in 
examining  the  roof  of  the  building,  the  Vice-Regent  feels  author- 
ized in  asking  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Regent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  constantly  informed  of  the 
exact  condition  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of  the  mansion, 
obtaining  at  frequent  intervals  proper  examination  of  the  same, 
viz.,  the  roof,  substructure  and  all  other  portions  where  watch- 
fulness alone  can  prevent  injury.  And  that  said  committee  be 
empowered  to  employ  Mr.  Abraham  to  make  immediately  care- 
ful and  thorough  examination  thereof,  and  that  they  report  to 
this  Council  the  result  of  this  examination. 

Seconded  by  Wisconsin. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

ALABAMA. 

To  the  Ladies^  Mount  Vernon  Association: 

The  melancholy  death  of  my  wife,  late  Vice-Regent  for  Ala- 
bama of  your  Association,  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  make 
the  following  report: 

The  hall  of  the  mansion  was  assigned  to  her  care.  She  under- 
took and  prosecuted  with  zeal,  till  death  closed  her  labors,  the 
task  of  restoring  this  part  of  the  Mansion  to  the  condition  in 
which  Washington  had  left  it.  Her  first  step  was  to  have  the 
hall  repaired  and  painted.  This  she  committed  to  Mr.  Robert 
L.  Fleming,  a  well  known  builder  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
work  was  executed  satisfactorily.  The  next  purpose  was  to 
refurnish  the  hall  and  restore  to  its  walls  the  engravings  which 
hung  there  in  Washington's  time.  Sypher  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
gave  two  chairs  and  a  sofa  of  that  period.  These  are  not  imi- 
tations, but  genuine  pieces  of  old  furniture. 

To  get  the  identical  pictures  was  impossible;  but,  as  by  means 
of  the  inventory  taken  by  Washington's  Executors  and  from 
other  sources  of  information,  Mrs.  Herbert  ascertained  what  the 
engravings  were,  she  deemed  it  possible  to  get  copies  or  rather 
impressions  from  the  same  engraver's  blocks.  For  this  purpose 
she  spent  a  week  in  New  York  among  the  print  shops,  made  a 
visit  to  Philadelphia,  consulted  the  Congressional  Library,  ad- 
vised with  its  Librarian,  Mr.  Spoflford,  with  Mr.  Ben  Perley 
Poore,  with  Dr.  Emmet,  of  New  York,  and,  in  fact,  neglected  no 
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possible  source  of  information.  I  believe  that  all  the  pictures  she 
has  caused  to  be  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  hall  are  impressions  of 
the  same  engravings,  and  same  issue  as  those  Washington  left. 

As  a  sample  of  the  kind  of  proof  relied  on,  I  may  cite — Mrs. 
H.  ascertained  that  Washington  was  a  subscriber  for  engravings 
of  the  battles  of  Bunker  Hill  and  Quebec,  by  Miiller,  after  Trum- 
bull, which  Lossing  says  hung  in  the  hall  over  the  staircase.  An 
inspection  will  show  that  those  put  there  are  of  the  same  issue. 

The  frames  are  also  the  result  of  the  most  careful  study  and 
comparison. 

On  the  north  wall  of  the  hall  she  caused  to  be  placed  bronze 
bas-reliefs  of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  and  the  sword  worn 
by  Washington  at  Braddock's  defeat.  This  sword  was  g^ven  by 
Washington  to  his  nephew,  George  Lewis.  From  him  it  went 
to  Daingerfield  Lewis,  and  from  him  to  Fielding  Lewis,  from 
whose  children  and  heirs  Mrs.  Herbert  obtained  it. 

The  deed  conveying  the  sword,  with  accompan)ring  affidavit, 
is  herewith  handed  in  to  the  Association. 

Mrs.  Herbert  paid  a  visit  to  Comorn,  the  old  residence,  in 
Kings  County,  Virginia,  at  the  Lewises,  and  made  careful  in- 
quiries in  every  direction  before  purchasing  the  sword  to  satisfy 
herself  of  its  genuineness.  All  the  facts  were  submitted  to  an 
eminent  lawyer  of  Virginia,  who  gave  a  satisfactory  opinion,  and 
the  purchase  was  completed.  I  feel  sure  the  sword  came  from 
Washington. 

The  amount  collected  by  Mrs.  Herbert  on  account  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  seven  hundred  forty-nine  and  -^  dollars  {$749-3S)' 
This  she  deposited  with  Col.  D.  S.  Troy,  of  Montgomery,  Ala'., 
and  drew  out  from  time  to  time,  as  expended.  It  will  be  seen 
from  the  accompanying  account  that  she  expended  $8.32  more 
than  she  received,  besides  paying  her  own  traveling  and  other 
expenses. 

Mrs.  Herbert  did  not  live  to  finish  this  work;  but  her  arrange- 
ments were  nearly  all  completed,  and  in  so  far  as  they  were 
incomplete,  I  have  executed  her  plans. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HILARY  A.  HERBERT. 
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ACCOUNT,  MRS.  HERBERT,  Dr. 
1883. 
May  16.  Cash  deposited  with  Col.  D.  S.  Troy $749-35 

1883.  Cr. 

June        Cash  paid  Fleming  for  repairing  Hall $152.37 

July  16.     "  "     Regent  towards  Endowment  Fund.     50.00 

1884. 
Aug.  23.  Herman  Wunderlich  &  Co.,  for  engravings  and 

frames    49-95 

29.  Mrs.  Washington  for  letter  of  George  Wash- 

ington         30.00 

30.  Paid    through    Riggs    &    Co.,    for   bas-reliefs 

Washington  and  Lafayette  and  ex 75-25 

Sept.  3.  Paid  through  Riggs  &  Co.,  to  Mrs.  Lewis,  for 

Washington's  sword,  including  exch 301.45 

1885. 

May        Refunded  Capt.  Blake,  ft.  paid 2.40 

21.  Herman  Wunderlich  &  Co.,  for  frames  and  pic- 
tures       62 .00 

21.  Expressage     2.50 

21.  Paid  McElroy,  frames,  hanging  pictures,  etc. . .  19.75 

Small  frame,  and  inscription  over  door 2.00 

♦Amount  paid  for  printing  extract  Washing- 
ton's will 10.00 

$757-67 

*For  this  item  of  $10.00  I  have  found  no  voucher,  but  get  my  informa- 
tion from  my  clerk,  Capt.  Jos.  Baumer. 

Amount  collected    $749-35 

"        expended     757-67 

"        expenses  over  receipts 8.32 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Report  for  New  Jersey,  1885. 

I  gilt  framed  mirror,  gift  of  N.  W.  Halsted,  Creton  curtains  for 
windows  and  bedstead  in  Lafayette  room,  ancient  mahogany 
washstand,  ancient  silver-plated  candlestick,  ancient  silver-plated 
snuffers  and  tray,  new  dressing  for  hour-glass  table,  new  dressing 
for  toilet  table,  brackets  for  shovel  and  tongs. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Drake  donated  on  the  price  of  the  curtains  $7.57. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Campbell  regilded  the  mirror,  and  donated  the 
amount  of  bill,  $9. 
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LOUISIANA. 

I  made  every  effort  on  my  return  home,  to  collect  all  the 
Washington  relics  I  could  hear  of  in  my  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  Mount  Vernon  exhibit,  and  by  that  means  bring  our 
Association  before  my  people.  Mrs.  Jefferson  Davis,  Mrs.  C. 
Conrad,  Mrs.  W.  Muller,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Storey,  Mrs.  C.  Harrod, 
Mrs.  Fisk  and  Miss  Mary  Lee  loaned  me  quite  a  number  of 
articles,  and  I  hoped  to  so  arrange  them  as  to  make  the  exhibit 
quite  a  prominent  feature;  but,  unfortunately,  the  space  allotted 
was  so  small  and  the  Mexican  exhibit  was  allowed  to  extend 
over  and  darken  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  it  had  to  be  specially 
looked  for. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  present  from  Mrs.  Fisk  a  piece  of  the 
lace  frill  which  was  on  Gen.  Washington's  linen  when  his  portrait 
was  being  painted  by  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  was  gfiven  her  with  the 
accompanying  letter  by  his  daughter.^. 

I  also  made  an  appezd  to  the  school  children  of  New  Orleans, 
and  hand  you  from  them  $130,  with  the  names  of  the  contrib- 
uting schools. 

I  also  hand  you  a  donation  from  my  niece.  Miss  Slocomb,  of 
$120.  This  is  but  a  small  stun  in  all,  but  is,  I  trust,  but  a  begin- 
ning of  something  better  in  the  future,  and  I  leave  it  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Council  to  decide  whether  to  devote  the  $250  to  the 
improvement  of  the  greenhouse  or  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  V,  R.  for  Louisiana, 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  SCHOOLS  IN  NEW 
ORLEANS. 

Miss  Moise $15 .00 

Franklin   School    14. 10 

Miss  Dickson 11.  IS 

St.  Philip  School io-75 

Webster  School  10.00 

Girls  High  School 10.00 

Madam   Canatz    9.25 

Mrs.  H.  Canas 8.60 

Miss  Prentiss   8.30 

McDonagh,  No.  20 6. 50 

Metarie  Ridge   5 .45 

McDonagh,  No.  16 4. 70 

Bienville    4. 50 

Mrs.  Seaman   2.55 
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Mr.  H.  Eustis  i  .70 

McDonagh,  No.  10 i .  50 

McDonagh,  No.  9 i .  10 

Mrs.   Charles    i  .00 

Magazine  School .95 

Mrs.  Allain 2.90 

$130.00 

In  connection  with  the  above  report,  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Louisiana  presents  this  letter  as  a  voucher  for  the  authenticity 
of  the  relic  referred  to. 

Newport,  Sept.  14,  1858. 
Mrs.  Fisk. 

My  Dear  Friend: — Please  permit  me  the  pleasure  of  present- 
ing you  the  only  evidence  my  sister  and  myself  have  it  in  our 
power  to  g^ve,  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  we  hold  both  you 
and  yours,  which  is  a  part  of  the  ruffle  of  Washington's  linen, 
given  by  Mrs.  Washington  to  my  father,  Gilbert  Stuart,  when  he 
was  engaged  in  finishing  the  General's  portrait  With  feeling  of 
sincere  affection,  Yours, 

ANNE  and  JANE  STUART. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  furnishing  of  the  dining-room 
placed  in  care  of  South  Carolina  is  nearly  completed,  and  I  trust 
will  meet  the  approval  of  Council.  With  no  ordinary  pride  and 
with  grateful  pleasure  I  mention  the  following  gifts  made  to  the 
room: 

Portrait  of  CJen.  Andrew  Pickens,  by  City  of  Charleston. 

Portrait  of  Gen.  Thomas  Sumter,  by  City  of  Columbia. 

Portrait  of  Gen.  William  Moultrie,  by  Cincinnati  Society  of 
South  Carolina. 

Portrait  of  Gen.  Baron  de  Kalb,  by  German  Friendly  Society 
of  Charleston. 

A  brass  fender,  by  Mrs.  Reese,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  grand- 
daughter of  Gov.  Reese. 

A  Wedgwood  dish  from  which  Washington  dined  when  in 
Charleston,  by  Col.  and  Mrs.  Rutledge. 

For  aid  and  counsel  in  the  direction  of  my  own  efforts,  for  wise 
management  of  the  fund  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  for  frequent 
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and  judicious  personal  assistance  and  labor,  often  given  at  great 
inconvenience  to  himself,  I  am  indebted  to  Hon.  William  Courte- 
nay.  Mayor  of  Charleston.  The  many  ways  in  which  he  has 
aided  me  as  the  medium  through  which  my  State  speaks  to 
Mount  Vernon,  are  of  course  known  in  detail  only  to  myself, 
but  the  results  are  sufficiently  apparent  to  justify  me  in  thus  pub- 
licly offering  to  him  my  own  acknowledgments  and  those  of  the 
Association  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

The  generous  response  of  my  State,  so  long  crushed  and 
impoverished,  to  the  appeal  of  Mount  Vernon,  is  one  more  proof 
that  the  fires  of  an  older  patriotism  still  glow  in  the  ashes  of  her 
past,  and  leap  afresh  into  light  when  the  name  of  Washington  is 
spoken  and  the  memory  of  the  Republic,  as  he  founded  it,  is 
awakened. 

L.  H.  PICKENS. 

GEORGIA. 

Allow  me,  dear  ladies,  to  present  to  you  one  of  the  old 
engravings  of  "  The  Washington  Family."  It  was  hanging  in  my 
dining  room  when  I  was  ushered  into  it  a  bride — it  was  then  old 
and  the  time-darkened  frame  was  of  the  same  beaded  pattern  as 
those  ordered  by  Mr.  Herbert.  It  had  belonged  to  my  hus- 
band's parents,  and  was,  I  presume,  bought  among  those  first 
stricken  by  the  graver. 

Capt.  Oswell  Eve  was  a  Philadelphian,  and  his  name  is 
among  those  who  protested  against  the  taxation  without  repre- 
sentation by  the  mother  country.  His  name  is  on  the  roll  in  a 
book  gotten  up  for  the  centennial  year,  called,  I  think,  "  Phila- 
delphians."  I  am  indebted  to  my  son-in-law,  Col.  Charles  C. 
Jones,  for  its  having  been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  restored,  and 
for  its  beautiful  framing. 

MARYLAND. 

Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reports  twenty  dollars  paid  to  En- 
dowment Fund,  for  Maryland. 

Also  repairs  made  by  Messrs.  Emmart  &  Quartley  on  ceiling 
of  Maryland  room,  at  a  cost  of  thirty  dollars. 

Also  a  new  wire  and  brass  fender  for  same  room  at  a  cost  of 
six  dollars. 

Ix5l 
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WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia  regrets  having  no  impor- 
tant contribution  to  report,  private  business  and  the  unavoidable 
demands  of  personal  duty  preventing  such  public  efforts  in  behalf 
of  Mt.  Vernon  as  she  would  otherwise  gladly  have  made. 

Miss  Howell,  of  Charlestown,  presents  the  West  Virginia  room 
with  some  pretty  covers  for  the  pillows  of  bed. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Relic  Committee,  will  beg  the  attention  of 
Council  to  unsafe  condition  of  relic  cases.  The  locks  need 
renewing,  and  doors  are  in  such  a  cracked  condition  as  to  render 
the  relics  liable  to  injury  in  various  ways.  The  English  flag  pre- 
sented by  General  Grant  has  suffered  especially,  and  needs  very 
delicate  handling,  as  time  is  telling  seriously  on  the  perishable 
material.  Would  not  advise  any  addition  to  the  contents  of 
cases  until  they  are  renovated,  as  the  cost  of  such  repairs  will 
apparently  be  inconsiderable. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
Chairman  Relic  Committee,  V.  R,  West  Virginia, 

The  Association  has  lost,  during  the  past  year,  a  faithful  and 
worthy  servitor,  by  the  death  of  Nathan  Johnson,  who  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Association  from  the  time  that  the  estate 
came  into  its  possession.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  had 
waited  upon  the  visitors  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  at  every  Council 
had  been  ready  in  ministering  to  the  wishes  of  the  ladies.  As  a 
testimony  of  their  appreciation  of  his  value  and  regret  at  his  loss. 
Council  appropriated  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  bill  of  the 
physician  during  his  last  illness. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  read  aloud  some  of  her  personal 
reminiscences  of  the  Council  of  1868,  which  were  listened  to  with 
great  interest,  and  she  was  requested  to  allow  the  paper  to  be 
placed  on  file  with  other  records. 

The  financial  reforms  commenced  last  year  have  been  found  to 
work  admirably,  and  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  Association, 
reported  by  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  enabled  Council  to  begin 
the  labor  which  examination  of  the  premises  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary in  the  way  of  repairs  upon  the  buildings;  and  also  to 
improve  the  road  from  the  boat,  the  grounds,  and  in  fact,  the 
whole  appearance  of  things  at  Mount  Vernon.    While  the  annual 
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outlay  absorbed  the  annual  earnings,  the  Association  did  not  feel 
justified  in  undertaking  any  but  absolutely  imperative  expendi- 
tures; but  under  the  new  method  of  administration,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  all  the  substantial  needs  of  the  place  will 
be  cared  for  and  a  surplus  remain  for  ornamentation  and  devel- 
opment of  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place.  It  is  a  matter  of 
self-gratulation  to  the  present  Council  that  the  examinations 
made  by  its  committees  proved  to  be  in  season  to  prevent  irrepa- 
rable damage.  The  mansion  will  henceforth  be  under  the 
especial  charge  of  a  committee  of  Vice-Regents,  who  will  require 
frequent  and  exact  reports  from  the  Superintendent,  and  also 
occasionally  inspect  it  themselves  in  the  interim  of  Councils. 

Council  voted  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  for 
immediate  repairs  on  the  house. 

The  commission  of  Col.  HoUingsworth,  as  Superintendent, 
expired  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  and  as  he  expressed  a  wish  to 
retire  from  the  office,  it  was  acceded  to  by  a  vote  of  Council.  At 
the  request  of  the  ladies.  Col.  HoUingsworth  remained  to  take 
care  of  the  premises  on  Decoration  Day  (May  30th),  when  a 
larger  crowd  than  usual  is  always  expected.  He  left  Mount 
Vernon  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  Mr.  NichoUs,  who  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Association  for  several  years,  was 
placed  in  charge  until  a  new  Superintendent  could  be  procured. 

The  Regent  appointed  the  following  committees  for  the  ensu- 
ing year: 

On  Finance — Regent  Chairman,  Mrs.  Chace,  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Townsend. 

On  Mansion — Mrs.  Halsted,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Broadwell, 
Mrs.  Barnes. 

On  the  Tomb — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Comegys,  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington. 

On  Greenhouse,  Garden  and  Grounds — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Eve. 

On  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

On  Records — Mrs.  Eve,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Comegys,  Mrs. 
Chace. 

On  Library — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Mrs.  Rich- 
ardson. 

On  Guide  Book — Regent  Chairman,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Hal- 
sted, Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Townsend. 
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On  By-Laws — Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Town- 
send. 

Also  a  Committee  for  selecting  a  Superintendent  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Col.  Hollingsworth. 

Regent,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Mrs.  Halsted. 

Council  passed  the  following  appropriations. 

For  rebuilding  the  wharf $1,605 .00 

For  repairs  on  mansion 1,200.00 

For  improvement  of  road  and  grounds 800.00 

For  payment  of  Emmart's  bill  on  tomb 503 .44 

For  expenses  of  Council 569.80 

To  V.  R.  for  Va.,  to  procure  copies  of  records,      100.00 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  having  decided  to  present  the 
$250  raised  in  her  State  towards  improvements  on  greenhouse, 
Mrs.  Mitchell  (Wisconsin)  added  a  gift  of  $200  for  the  same 
purpose  and  Mrs.  Pickens  (South  Carolina)  guaranteed  $100 
more  from  her  State.  The  amount  thus  raised  will  allow  import- 
ant improvements  to  be  commenced  in  this  department,  and 
enable  the  Committee  on  Greenhouse  and  Grounds  to  give  sub- 
stantial evidence  of  their  great  interest  in  this  portion  of  the  work 
of  the  Association.  The  improvement  already  manifested  in  the 
last  few  years  gives  reason  to  hope  that  the  greenhouse,  which 
has  heretofore  been  kept  up  as  a  labor  of  love  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
^V  Washington's  well  known  love  of  flowers,  may,  ere  long,  become 
at  least  self-supporting.  The  books  of  Mr.  Whelan,  gardener, 
show  that  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country  are  glad  to  take 
mementoes  of  Mount  Vernon  from  the  plants  which  have  been 
nurtured  in  the  air  in  which  George  Washington  drew  his  breath. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Ladies,  will  you  allow  me,  the  last  Vice-Regent  to  take  her 
place  at  this  Honorable  Board,  to  present  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

The  united  thanks  to  our  Regent  for  the  dignity  and  grace 
with  which  she  has  presided  over  Council  during  the  trying 
ordeal  of  the  past  ten  days,  in  which  her  labors  have  been  inces- 
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sant  and  most  wearing,  that  now,  when  we  are  about  to  part,  we 
each  carry  away  with  us  our  heartfelt  appreciation  of  her  ever 
kind  and  always  impartial  services.  And  to  our  Secretary,  our 
sincere  thanks  for  her  able  and  laborious  work  of  recording  so 
faithfully  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Council  of  1885,  which  will  ever 
be  a  memorable  one  to  each  of  us.  Trusting  we  may  all  meet 
again  next  year,  with  renewed  health  and  strength,  and  under 
God's  guidance,  to  work  with  singleness  of  heart  and  purpose 
for  the  one  object  and  labor  of  love,  for  which  we  are  brought 
together,  that  of  preserving  and  making  Mount  Vernon,  the 
home  and  grave  of  Washington,  the  most  attractive  as  well  as 
honored  spot  in  all  this  great  country  of  ours,  so  dear  to  the 
heart  of  every  true  American. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

The  Council  of  1885  may  look  back  upon  its  labors  with  a 
sense  of  satisfaction  at  the  excellent  results  achieved,  the  improve- 
ments projected,  and  the  renewed  enthusiasm  of  its  members  in 
carrying  on  their  work  and  continuing  to  do,  to  bear,  and  to 
suffer  in  the  cause  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
This  last  is  no  idle  phrase,  for  the  amount  of  ignorant  and  unmer- 
ited abuse  which  has  been  poured  forth  upon  the  Regent  and 
Vice-Regents  by  a  portion  of  the  public  press,  is  proof  that  no 
matter  how  earnestly,  how  unselfishly,  or  how  gratuitously  the 
public  may  be  served  in  such  an  Association,  there  will  always 
be  writers  willing  to  pander  to  the  taste  of  those  who  prefer  the 
piquancy  of  fault-finding  to  the  milder  flavor  of  simple  truth.  It 
does  not  become  an  association  like  this  to  enter  the  arena  of 
controversy  and  slander;  it  only  intrenches  itself  more  securely 
in  the  good  opinion  of  those  who  see  for  themselves  the  fidelity 
of  its  Council  and  the  success  of  its  administration. 

On  Saturday,  May  30th,  after  a  session  of  ten  and  a  half  days. 
Council  adjourned  till  Thursday,  May  27,  1886. 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils, 
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Regent  presiding.    The  following  ladies  came  to  Council: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsylvania. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  Mrs.  King,  Vermont;  Miss 
Longfellow,  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs. 
Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Comegys,  Delaware;  Miss  Harper, 
Maryland;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina; 
Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Barnes, 
District  of  Columbia;  Mrs.  Woodward,  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Illinois;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Michigan. 

Council  opened  the  session  with  reading  of  Scripture  and  the 
Lord's  Prayer. 

Sessions  appointed — 9.30  A.  M.  till  11.30;  2  P.  M.  till  3;  4.30 
P.  M.  till  7;  8  P.  M.  till  10. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  last  Council. 

REGENT'S  REPORT. 

May,  1886. 
Ladies: — Our  meeting  this  year  promises  to  be  one  of  special 
interest  and  importance,  as  it  is  the  largest  Council  ever  held  at 
Mount  Vempn.  In  greeting  so  many  of  the  tried  and  faithful 
workers  of  our  Association  it  is  also  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
welcome  several  of  the  new  members  of  our  Board,  who  come 
among  us  for  the  first  time,  and  to  whom  we  gladly  extend  the 


4  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1886. 

"  right  hand  of  fellowship."  In  reviewing  the  past  year  we  must 
feel  thankful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  all  our  little  band  has 
been  spared,  while  we  deeply  sympathize  with  those  to  whom 
sorrow  has  come — ^as  to  our  faithful  Secretary  and  colleague  of 
Maine,  whose  venerable  father,  one  of  the  early  benefactors  of 
our  Endowment  Fund,  has  just  been  taken  from  her.  This  past 
year  has  been  a  very  busy  one  at  Mount  Vernon.  All  the  resto- 
rations ordered  by  Council  have  been  accomplished,  and  others 
which  were  necessary  I  have  had  attended  to,  as,  by  virtue  of  my 
office,  I  am  empowered  to  do.  The  repairs  that  were  so  impera- 
tively required  in  the  cellar  first  claimed  my  attention,  and  I 
made  three  visits  during  the  summer  to  Mount  Vernon  to  per- 
sonally inspect  the  work  that  was  being  done.  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  for  the  details  of  the  same,  which  he 
watched  with  great  care.  The  new  wharf  and  waiting-room, 
with  the  fences  and  gate  (improvements  so  badly  needed),  you 
will,  I  am  sure,  find  very  satisfactory,  and  they  make  a  most 
favorable  impression  on  all  persons  who  visit  Mount  Vernon. 
Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  last  Council  I  called  at  Torris- 
dale  a  meeting  of  the  "  Committee  on  Selection  of  a  Superin- 
tendent "  that  had  been  appointed  at  that  session,  and  laid  before 
it  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  different  candidates  for  the  posi- 
tion. After  carefully  and  impartially  considering  them  the  Com- 
mittee unanimously  decided  upon  Mr.  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  his  management  of  the  place  since  he 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  15th  of  July  has  been  in  every 
respect  judicious  and  satisfactory.  At  that  time  he  relieved  Mr. 
Nicholls,  who  had  taken  charge  pro  tern,  from  June  ist.  After 
Mr.  Dodge  had  been  selected  all  the  members  of  the  Committee 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina)  came 
on  to  install  him,  and  when  he  received  his  commission  the  Vice- 
Regents  of  South  Carolina  and  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
also  present.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that,  notwithstanding 
the  very  heavy  outlay  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  in  the  past 
twelve  months,  our  financial  condition  is  satisfactory,  for 
although  our  revenue  from  visitors  has  been  less  than  last  year, 
our  Treasurer  reports  $4,005.29  balance  on  our  Endowment 
Fund  account*  and  $824.10  on  our  general  expense  account. 

*  Interest  on  Georgia  railroad  stock  since  received,  amounting  to  I299.50, 
making  14.304.79. 
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It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  report  two  handsome 
contributions  to  our  Endowment  Fund,  one  being  the  gfift  of 
$500  from  our  friend,  Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
has  shown  so  many  kindnesses  at  different  times  to  our  Associ- 
ation; the  other,  the  sum  of  $735.49,  realized  from  an  amateur 
performance  of  "The  Russian  Honeymoon,"  given  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  afternoon  of  February  25th,  by  the  following  ama- 
teiu-s  from  New  York:  Mrs.  James  Brown  Potter,  Mrs.  Oliver  S^ 
Teale,  Mr.  Bedloe,  Mr.  Coward,  and  Mr.  Johnston,  aided  by  Miss 
Meigs  and  Mr.  Webb  of  Washington.  I  suggest  that  a  vote  of 
thanks  be  passed  to  these  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  also  to  the 
authoress  of  the  play,  Mrs.  Burton  Harrison,  who,  in  consenting 
to  its  production  in  Washington,  stipulated  that  it  should  be  for 
the  benefit  of  Mount  Vernon  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Regent;  also  $20  from  Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland. 
Some  weeks  since  I  wrote  to  Governor  Fitzhugh  Lee,  of  Virginia, 
inviting  him  to  visit  us  at  Mount  Vernon  during  our  Council, 
also  inquiring  the  names  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  for 
this  year.  I  received  a  most  courteous  reply  from  the  Governor, 
in  which,  after  regretting  that  his  engagements  at  this  time  must 
prevent  him  from  visiting  us,  he  writes  thus: 

"  I  have  not  as  yet  appointed  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  Mount 
Vernon,  because  I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  any  authority  for 
doing  so,  and  shall  therefore  wait  until  I  can  thoroughly  examine 
into  the  whole  subject." 

I  am  sure  we  must  all  appreciate  Governor  Lee's  conscientious 
regard  for  the  rights  of  our  Association,  which  has  induced  him 
to  determine  to  gravely  and  thoroughly  examine  into  a  question 
which,  as  you  know,  has  been  so  freely  discussed  by  our  Council 
and  our  legal  advisers. 

I  have  requested  the  Superintendent  to  prepare  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  all  the  restorations  that  are  at  present  required  at  Mount 
Vernon,  with  (as  far  as  possible)  approximate  estimates  of  ex- 
pense, and  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  this  year  to  complete  all  those 
that  are  most  important,  and  thus  feel  that,  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
spirit,  we  are  doing  our  entire  duty  in  preserving  Mount  Vernon 
as  the  Home  of  Washington  should  be. 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

From  the  full  and  carefully-detailed  report  presented  by  the 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  the  following  particu- 
lars are  selected  as  of  interest  to  the  public: 

Mr.  Dodge  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  15th  of 
July,  1885.  His  supervision  over  the  extensive  repairs  and  resto- 
rations ordered  by  the  Council  has  been,  as  already  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Regent,  careful  and  thorough,  and  as  the  year  went 
by  his  notes  upon  the  management  of  the  estate  formed  the  basis 
of  a  report  to  the  Council  so  interesting,  and  so  valuable  that, 
but  for  its  necessarily  great  length,  we  would  gladly  lay  it  before 
our  readers  in  full. 

Mr.  Dodge  states  that  in  resetting  the  furnace  in  the  cellar  of 
the  mansion  every  additional  protection  against  fire  which  inge- 
nuity and  skill  could  devise  has  been  carried  out,  and  the  furnace 
itself  has  been  lowered  twenty  inches  below  the  ground  level  of 
the  cellar  floor.  The  whole  arrangement  now  seeems  to  be  abso- 
lutely safe.  Even  the  old  chimney  through  which  the  smoke 
escapes  has  been  lined  in  its  entire  leng^  with  galvanized  iron. 

The  floors  of  the  house  had  in  some  places  been  attacked  by 
dry-rot.  The  boards  and  planks  affected  have  been  carefully 
replaced  by  new  ones. 

The  better  protection  of  the  house  from  lightning  is  a  matter 
which  has  been  thoroughly  investigated  by  Mr.  Dodge,  who  has 
taken  counsel  with  those  best  informed  as  to  the  merits  Of  the 
different  lightning  rods  in  use.  Council  has  acted  upon  his 
recommendation,  and  appropriated  the  necessary  sum  to  replace 
the  old  ones  with  the  best  that  can  be  found.  The  imperfect 
work  upon  the  Tomb  last  year  has  been  improved  and  finished 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner.  Additional  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  old  vault  behind  the  Tomb  have  also  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Dodge  reports  having  gtven  much  attention  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  newly-completed  wharf,  which  also  had  the  benefit 
of  personal  supervision  by  Capt  Blake.  The  superintendent  of 
the  Botanic  Garden  at  Washington,  Mr.  W.  R.  Smith,  kindly 
presented  six  North  Carolina  poplars  and  two  Grecian  poplars, 
which  have  been  planted  upon  the  wharf,  and  are  doing  well. 

A  great  deal  of  excellent  work  has  been  done  upon  the  roads 
on  the  place,  and  the  drive  from  the  wharf  especially  has  been  put 
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in  better  condition  than  ever  before.  The  drains  and  gutters  in 
all  directions  have  been  improved  or  renewed. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Superintendent  indicated  such 
thorough  examination  into  each  subject  and  were  accompanied 
with  such  careful  estimates  that  the  labor  of  the  committees  was 
much  lightened,  and  the  final  action  of  Council  was  felt  to  be 
based  upon  competent  and  intelligible  grounds. 

The  drainage  of  the  place  has  always  been  a  perplexing  and 
costly  matter,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  and  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  soil  which  receives  them.  Much  has  been  done  and  more 
is  to  be  done  under  liberal  appropriations. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  upon  the  greenhouse  have  been 
important,  and  the  piu-chase  of  new  heating  apparatus  was  made 
necessary  by  the  bursting  of  the  old  boiler  during  the  cold 
weather.  The  old  kitchen  garden  has  been  put  to  use  for  the 
culture  of  small  fruits.  Two  hundred  currant  bushes,  two  hun- 
dred gooseberry  bushes,  and  fifty  grape-vines  of  fine  varieties 
have  been  planted.  Colonel  McKibbon>  of  Marshall  Hall,  pre- 
sented us  with  some  fine  raspberry  plants.  The  lawns,  which 
had  fallen  into  bad  condition,  have  been  fertilized,  weeded,  and 
improved  to  a  marked  degree.  Eighty  bushels  of  oyster-shell 
lime  to  the  acre  had  an  excellent  effect,  which  will  become  more 
and  more  apparent  "  Fertilizers  were  applied  and  the  soil  loos- 
ened with  a  harrow,  and  blue-grass  seed  sown  at  the  rate  of  a 
bushel  to  the  acre,  followed  by  an  invigorating  application  of 
pabulum  and  plaster."  Ninety  dollars  was  expended  for  a  horse 
lawn-mower,  which  has  done  good  service.  Plans  for  bringing 
up  the  land  generally  into  better  condition  for  raising  provender 
were  explained  by  Mr.  Dodge.  The  construction  of  a  silo  hold- 
ing forty  tons  was  also  recommended. 

Improvement  of  the  cattle  on  the  place  was  deemed  essential, 
and  the  purchase  of  another  horse  to  supply  the  loss  of  one  last 
summer. 

Repair  of  ice-house  roof  is  beginning  to  claim  attention,  and 
replenishing  of  the  orchard  has  become  advisable.  The  fences 
around  an  estate  of  the  size  of  Mount  Vernon  present  a  continu- 
ally recurring  expense,  and  Mr.  Dodge  recommends  the  use  of 
"a  barbed  wire  with  a  top  rail,"  which  is  likely  to  prove  more 
durable  and  more  effective  than  the  older  methods.  The  walls 
and  fences  near  the  mansion  must,  of  course,  be  simply  restored, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  old  patterns. 
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Complete  re-examination  of  all  the  precautions  against  fire  has 
been  made.  The  chemical  extinguishers,  the  hand-grenades, 
and  the  garden  engine  are  to  be  reinforced  by  new  inventions  and 
contrivances  suitable  to  an  isolated  place  like  Mount  Vernon, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  constant  watchfulness  is  exercised 
in  every  direction  from  which  danger  could  possibly  be  appre- 
hended. 

In  concluding  his  report  to  Council  Mr.  Dodge  g^ves  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year. 

Gross  receipts  $8,035  •  18 

Regular  expenses   $S>3S5-67 

Improvements  on  Mansion 1,192.08 

"  grounds  1,153.08 

"  greenhouse    463.47 

"  at  wharf  i»976.37 

Repairs  of  Tomb 410.00 

Insurance    150.00 

Total    $10,700.67 

The  extensive  restorations  and  repairs  of  the  year,  though,  as 
may  be  seen,  running  in  excess  of  receipts  for  the  year,  are  justi- 
fied by  the  balance  in  our  favor  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Riggs,  our  treasurer,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  Dodge's  report  was  considered  by  Council  to  be  thor- 
oughly satisfactory,  and  his  recommendations  for  the  coming 
year  worthy  of  action  by  Council  as  rapidly  as  the  available 
means  of  the  Association  will  permit. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dodge  as  Superintendent  was  unani- 
mously confirmed  by  Council,  and  on  motion  of  the  Vice-Regent 
for  West  Virginia,  his  salary  was  fixed  at  the  same  amount  as 
that  of  his  predecessor,  viz.,  $135  per  month. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  Riggs  &  Co., 
Washington,  D.  C,  25th  May,  1886. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton,  Regent,  etc. 

Madam: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  statement  of 
my  accounts  as  treasurer  of  the  Association,  showing  receipts  and 
disbursements  since  my  last  report. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1886.  9 

The  cash  balance  to  credit  of  the  general  account  is  $824.10, 
and  the  balance  to  credit  of  the  Endowment  Fund  is  $4,005.29. 

The  usual  dividend  on  Georgia  Central  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company  stock  has  not  yet  reached  me,  and  is  yet  to  be  ac- 
counted for. 

I  have  in  my  hands  as  property  of  the  Association — 

Par  Value. 

United  States  4^  per  cent,  registered  bonds $19,000 

United  States  4  per  cent,  registered  bonds 8,300 

United  States  6  per  cent,  currency  bonds 1,000 

Central   Railroad  and   Banking  Company   of   Georgia 

stock   1,400 

Central  Railroad  and  Banking  Company  of  Georgia 

scrip    500 

Two  shares  Portland  and  Rochester  Railroad  Company  stock. 

I  am,  madam,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

The  interest  money  received  during  the  year  from  the  invest- 
ment of  the  Endowment  Fund  amounts  to  $1,546.50,  including 
the  dividend  on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Riggs'  letter,  and  which  was  received  by  him  two  days  afterward. 

In  view  of  the  recent  additions  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  Regent,  Mr.  Riggs  has  been  instructed 
to  purchase  another  United  States  bond  of  $1,000  for  the  fund. 

The  report  from  the  books  of  the  steamer  Corcoran  for  the 
year  was  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  purser  of  the  Cor- 
coran, with  the  accompanying  letter: 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  28,  1886. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton,  Regent  Mount  Vernon  Association, 

Madam: — I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  from  my  books  of  our 
account  with  the  Mount  Vernon  Association. 

During  the  year,  from  May  ist,  1885,  to  May  ist,  1886,  we 
were  laid  up,  on  account  of  the  ice  in  the  river,  from  January  9th 
to  February  15th,  a  period  of  five  weeks,  and  on  March  3d  the 
ice  prevented  our  trip. 

Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  ADAMS,  Clerk. 
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From  his  rqxwt  it  appears  that  15,907  visitors  (exclusive  of 
excursions,  which  are  reckoned  on  a  different  pecuniary  basis) 
came  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the  year. 

Receipts  from  these  fares $5408.46 

Excursions 681 .65 

Guide-books  sold  on  board 87.90 

Total  receipts $6,178.01 

From  May  i,  1885,  to  May  i,  1886. 

The  following  details  from  the  account  of  the  Superintendent 
may  be  of  interest: 

From  sales  of  flowers  and  plants $480.40 

"              photographs    560.63 

milk    375-40 

"              butter 20.  II 

eggs   17.86 

"              chickens 12.75 

"             canes    52. 25 

"             calves  39-15 

Fares  from  boat  wagon 148.70 

Land  visitors  76-75 

Easels,  wills,  fruit,  etc 59.08 

This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  minor  sources  of  revenue. 

From  the  report  of  Mr.  F.  A.  Whelan,  gardener  at  Mount 
Vernon,  we  extract  the  following  particulars: 

Gross  receipts $598.90 

Expenditures  under  his  own  charge 118.50 

Cash  turned  in  to  Superintendent $480.40 

Which  goes  to  aid  in  defraying  the  various  expenses  neces- 
sarily incurred  in  keeping  the  greenhouse  up,  even  to  the  modest 
degree  of  excellence  at  present  attainable.  This  department  at 
Mount  Vernon  becomes  more  and  more  interesting  and  impor- 
tant, and  the  ladies  wish  much  to  be  able  to  raise  its  standard 
and  to  increase  the  facilities  for  raising  valuable  plants. 

Mr.  Whelan  states  that  the  new  boiler,  made  necessary  by  the 
bursting  of  the  old  one,  works  admirably,  and  prevented  fatal 
injury  to  the  houses  in  the  coldest  weather  of  last  winter.  He 
requests  extension  of  heating  pipes  before  another  winter,  as  the 
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number  and  size  of  plants  to  be  housed  is  increasing.  He  has 
added  to  the  space  formerly  used  for  floricultiu-e,  and  will  pay 
especial  attention  to  roses  in  this  spot,  as  the  flower-garden 
proper  has  shrubs  and  plants  that  draw  too  much  upon  the  soil. 


REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 


MARYLAND. 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  presented  her  report 
for  the  year  in  the  shape  of  a  gift  of  $50  to  the  Endowment  Fimd, 
and  received  the  acknowledgment  of  Council.  Miss  Harper  is 
a  staunch  friend  of  this  fund,  and  has  made  frequent  and  gen- 
erous gifts  to  it 

GEORGIA. 

**  The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  presents  to  the  Association  a 
picture  of  our  first  Regent,  the  founder  of  this  Association,  Miss 
Ann  Pamela  Cunningham.  This  picture  was  given  by  Miss  Cun- 
ningham to  Mrs.  Eve,  in  i860,  as  the  only  one  that  gave  her 
satisfaction.  The  Vice-Regent  of  Georgia  is  gratified  that  the 
Vice-Regent  of  Delaware,  who  was  so  frequently  with  Miss 
Cunningham  and  such  an  able  assistant  at  that  time,  recognized 
this  as  an  admirable  likeness.  Its  position  in  the  mansion  will 
be  in  Mrs.  Washington's  sitting-room. 

"  Also,  to  the  Vice-Regent  of  Massachusetts,  for  Library,  *  The 
Mount  Vernon  Papers,'  by  Edward  Everett 

"  Also,  to  Franklin  A.  Whelan,  gardener,  a  package  of  shrubs 
and  plants  for  grounds  and  valuable  box  of  plants  for  green- 
house." 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

"  I  am  happy  to  report  the  gift  to  the  North  Carolina  room  of  a 
handsome  dressing-table  after  the  antique  style  by  Mrs.  Julian  S. 
Carr,  of  Durham,  N.  C. 

"  In  response  to  a  circular  addressed  to  the  pupils  of  some  of 
the  schools  I  secured  the  sum  of  $55.  An  appropriation  of  $40 
of  this  sum  has  been  made  to  the  Tomb  Committee,  and  the 
remaining  $15  has  been  used  in  the  purchase  of  some  articles  for 
the  North  Carolina  room." 

[«6] 
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NEW  YORK. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  has,  during  the  past  year  renewed  the  plate- 
glass  case  over  the  model  of  the  Bastile,  broken  by  the  falling  of 
the  ceiling,  has  had  the  walls  restored  to  their  original  color, 
and  the  outer  doors  cleaned  and  repainted.  She  has  also  pro- 
cured an  antique  carved  mahogany  cabinet,  in  order  to  display 
to  better  advantage  the  smaller  relics.  A  mahogany  extension 
dining-table  has  also  been  procured  through  the  kindness  of  Mrs. 
John  H.  Sherwood,  who  realized  by  readings  for  the  Mount  Ver- 
non cause  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars.  The  Vice-Regent 
would  return  thanks  to  her  and  to  the  ladies  who  seconded  her 
efforts. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  has  also  received  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
dollars  from  three  friends: 

Mr.  Walton  W.  Evans,  of  New  York,  N.  Y $200 

Thomas  H.  Buckler,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md 200 

Miss  Katherine  Bruce,  New  York,  N.  Y 200 

which  sum  has  enabled  her  to  pay  for  the  ceiling  of  the  ban- 
queting hall,  and  to  purchase  the  above-mentioned  carved  ma- 
hogany cabinet 

"An  engraving  of  Washington  has  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Walton  W.  Evans,  taken  from  a  picture  in  his  possession  by  Mr. 
Sharpless. 

"Also  some  photographs  of  a  bust  of  Washington  done  in 
1800,  and  presented  to  Christ  Church,  Boston,  by  the  senior 
warden  of  the  church.  It  has  lately  come  to  light  and  Mr. 
Ropes,  of  Boston,  has  sent  these  photographs  as  a  curiosity,  as 
the  bust  is  considered  by  many  to  possess  more  character  than 
any  other  representation  of  Washington." 

NEW  JERSEY. 

"The  Vice-Regent  reports  a  gift  of  a  pair  of  antique  brass 
andirons  for  the  Lafayette  room;  also  a  bowl  and  pitcher  for  the 
washstand." 

VIRGINIA. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  reports  the  renewing  the  ceiling  of  General 
Washington's  bed-chamber  and  the  repairing  of  the  walls  of  the 
dressing-room  at  an  expense  of  $20. 
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"  She  has  secured  the  copying  of  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  Coun- 
cils into  the  record  book,  according  to  directions  of  last  Council, 
but  the  task  is  not  yet  accomplished. 

"  It  gives  her  pleasure  to  report  the  following  gifts  to  the  Vir- 
ginia dressing-room  from  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for 
Louisiana: 

"A  handsome  antique  couch,  with  hair  mattress,  with  fur- 
nishings for  same;  also  an  antique  mahogany  work-table,  and  a 
quilt  for  General  Washington's  bedstead.  This  quilt  is  made  of 
flax  grown  in  Kentucky  when  that  State  was  still  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  woven  and  embroidered  by  the  grandmother  of 
Mrs.  Richardson,  Ann  Barnes  Harrison,  daughter  of  Cuthbert 
Harrison,  and  afterward  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Cox,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  century." 

ILLINOIS. 

"The  Vice-Regent  has  presented  a  Washington  chair,  which 
she  has  placed  in  the  Illinois  room.  The  money  appropriated 
by  the  State  Legislature  in  1879  ^^ts  been  expended  for  a  *  coat- 
of-arms,'  as  designated.  The  volume  containing  the  'coat-of- 
arms '  embodies  also  the  record  of  work  done  in  the  State  by  the 
late  Vice-Regent,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Barry." 

OHIO. 

"I  have  but  little  to  report  this  year,  having  only  succeeded 
thus  far  in  procuring  a  few  additional  relics  for  the  music-room. 
One  is  a  guitar  or  '  citra '  (as  it  is  called  in  the  old  instruction 
book  which  accompanied  it),  which  belonged  to  General  Wash- 
ington's first  cousin,  Mrs.  Fauntleroy,  nee  Miss  Sarah  Ball.  I 
have  also  secured  an  old  bit  of  the  famous  Owarro  china,  which 
has  been  in  the  Fauntleroy  family  since  1650. 

"  I  have  been  the  recipient  since  my  last  report  of  a  pair  of 
General  Washington's  spectacles,  which  were  presented  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Byrd  Dallas,  the  great  grand-niece  of  General  Washington. 
I  have  also  to  report  and  old  patch-work  quilt,  made  sixty  years 
ago  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Longworth  Potter  and  presented  by  her 
to  the  Association.  I  have  purchased,  too,  an  historic  table, 
upon  which  General  Lafayette  played  whist  when  visiting  Mrs. 
Fauntleroy,  but  it  has  not  yet  reached  Mount  Vernon." 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 
The  Vice-Regent  reports: 

"  I  have  added  to  the  furniture  of  the  Massachusetts  room  one 
antique  secretary,  one  antique  mirror,  two  chairs,  and  a  few  small 
articles. 

"  Mr.  Theodore  Lyman,  of  Brookline,  has  made  a  very  valu- 
able gift  of  a  picture  of  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac  which 
hung  on  the  walls  of  Mount  Vernon  during  Washington's  life- 
time, and  was  painted  under  his  directions.  This  picture  was 
bought  at  the  sale  after  Mrs.  Washington's  death,  and  came  into 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Lyman's  family." 

MICHIGAN. 

"  In  making  my  first  report  to  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents 
in  Council  I  will  first  thank  them  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me  in  making  me  pne  of  their  number,  and  then  give  a 
brief  summary  of  the  work  begun  in  Michigan  during  the  past 
year. 

"  My  first  care  was  to  find  and  appoint  responsible  ladies  as 
managers  for  the  different  counties. 

"Of  the  forty-nine  appointments  made  sixteen  accepted  the 
position,  seven  were  unheard  from,  and  the  remainder  declined. 
Two  of  the  most  important  counties,  Wayne  and  Kent,  are 
unrepresented  in  this  report,  but  will  be  honorably  represented 
another  year.  Several  gentlemen  have  consented  to  serve  as  an 
advisory  board  and  lend  strength  to  the  State  organization.  The 
gentlemen  are  The  Right  Rev.  Samuel  Harris,  ex-Governor 
Baldwin,  Pres.  James  B.  Angell,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hughart,  Hon.  Don 
M.  Dickinson. 

"  The  amount  raised  in  Michigan  through  the  Lady  Managers 
and  individual  subscriptions  to  the  Vice-Regent  is  $263.20." 

LOUISIANA. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  has  to  report  three  books  for  the  library, 
one  being  'The  American  Historical  and  Literary  Curiosities,' 
donated  by  Miss  Cora  Pritchard;  also  a  newspaper,  donated  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Hunton, '  The  Ulster  Gazette,'  of  January  4th,  1800, 
containing  the  account  of  the  funeral  of  General  Washington  and 
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addresses  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate,  with 
answer  of  President  John  Adams  made  on  the  announcement  of 
that  sad  fact 

"  Also  a  small  box  once  belonging  to  a  Japanese  box  of  Gen- 
eral Washington's  given  by  Charles  Conrad,  grandson  of  Nellie 
Park  Custis,  to  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Leacock,  whose  daughter,  Mrs. 
W.  Howell,  now  donates  to  Mount  Vernon  to  be  placed  with  the 
other  relics.  And  it  is  with  great  pleasure  I  hand  in  again  a 
small  amount  from  the  school  children  of  New  Orleans.  If  there 
is  no  objection  I  would  like  it  devoted  to  the  restoration  of  the 
ice-house  and  summer-house.    The  amount  is  $150. 

"  Donated  also  by  Vice-Regent  a  quilt,  spun,  woven  and  em- 
broidered by  her  grandmother,  Ann  Barnes  Harrison,  afterwards 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Cox;  also  her  work-table  and  a  couch  over  a 
hundred  years  old." 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  reports  having  received  from  Commodore 
Walker,  of  the  Navy  Department  at  Washington,  a  large  and 
handsome  flag  for  Mount  Vernon;  also  from  Sidney  Witherbee, 
a  young  Marylander,  a  smaller  flag,  presented  in  June  last  after 
adjournment  of  Council,  which  has  been  in  use  at  Mount  Vernon 
ever  since,  as  the  old  flag  presented  to  the  Association  by  Miss 
Riddell,  of  New  Hampshire,  some  years  ago  (through  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  West  Virginia)  was  almost  worn  out.  The  Vice- 
Regent  requests  official  acknowledgment  to  Commodore  Walker 
and  Mr.  Sidney  Witherbee  for  these  flags  from  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil, and  that  this  be  recorded  in  the  printed  report." 

MAINR 

"  The  Council  of  last  year  having  kindly  granted  my  request, 
that  the  north  bed-chamber  in  the  upper  story^  of  the  mansion 
should  be  assigned  to  my  State,  I  have  had  it  thoroughly  restored 
and  furnished,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to  this 
Council  in  complete  order.  The  prompt  response  of  my  friends 
in  Maine  to  a  request  for  the  necessary  funds  was  extremely 
gratifying,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  was  in  possession  of  over  $500, 
accompanied  by  that  which  is  of  equal  value  to  a  Vice-Regent, 
many  good  wishes  and  good  words  for  Mount  Vernon.    As  I 
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spent  the  winter  in  Washington  it  was  easy  to  g^ve  personal 
attention  to  the  room,  and  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Zimmerman,  I 
have  secured  furniture  of  very  respectable  antiquity  and  of  excel- 
lent quality.  I  trust  the  room  will  be  approved  by  Council,  and 
that  visitors  from  Maine  will  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  sum  placed  at  my  disposal  has  been  expended.  A  list 
of  the  names  of  those  who  supplied  the  amount  has  been  framed, 
and  hangs  upon  the  door  of  the  room.  I  have  also  hung  upon 
the  walls  a  quaint  engraving  called  'The  Shade  at  the  Tomb' 
and  a  lithograph  likeness  of  Washington,  which  was  brought 
from  Paris  many  years  ago  by  a  member  of  my  family. 

"  I  have  placed  an  inventory  of  the  articles  in  the  room  in  the 
hands  of  the  Superintendent,  retaining  another  myself,  as  per 
order  of  Council,  and  I  have  furnished  Miss  Johnston  with  a 
brief  paragraph  concerning  the  room  for  insertion  in  the  guide- 
book." 

Secretary  of  Council  read  letter  from  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas 
to  the  ladies. 

Mrs.  Comegys  (Del.)  read  an  interesting  statement  of  the  work 
of  the  committee  appointed  in  1876  to  arrange  the  private  papers 
left  in  its  charge  by  Miss  Cunningham,  the  first  Regent  of  the 
Association. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Guide-Book  is  about  to 
be  published,  and  the  alterations  and  additions  desirable  were 
examined  and  decided  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Guide-Book. 

The  usual  observance  upon  Decoration  Day  was  made  at 
Mount  Vernon  and  the  Tomb  was  appropriately  decorated  under 
direction  of  Mrs.  Washington.  In  spite  of  a  heavy  rain  a  good 
many  visitors  paid  their  respects  to  the  Tomb  of  Washington. 

Reports  of  committees  presented: 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  having  examined  the  Regent's 
financial  statement,  and  all  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year, 
together  with  the  reports  of  treasurer,  superintendent,  and  the 
purser  of  the  boat,  proceeded  to  a  careful  examination  of 
the  superintendent's  books  and  vouchers,  all  of  which  were  found 
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entirely  correct  and  satisfactory.  The  appropriations  made  last 
year  have  been  judiciously  expended  and  the  suggestions  em- 
bodied in  the  report  of  this  committee  in  regard  to  the  neces- 
sary restorations  on  Mansion  have  been  successfully  carried  out. 
We  are  happy  to  find  that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  expense 
incurred  in  the  building  of  a  new  wharf  and  fences  and  gate 
thereon,  and  waiting-room,  in  addition  to  the  important  work  on 
cellar  of  Mansion  and  reparations  to  greenhouses,  we  still  have  a 
balance  both  from  the  Endowment  Fund  and  general  expense 
account  as  follows: 

From  Endowment  Fund,  which  is  reported  by  Treas- 
urer to  be $4,304.79 

From  this  must  be  deducted  as  principal  for  investment, 

having  been  contributed  for  that  purpose 1,255.49 

Leaving  a  balance  of $3,049. 30 

To  this  should  be  added  balance  from  general  expense 

account 824. 10 

Making  one  whole  available  balance $3,873 -40 

We  therefore  recommend  the  following  appropriations: 

For  barbed- wire  fences  on  three  sides  of  estate $350.00 

For  painting  Mansion,  colonnades,  and  two  houses, 

one  on  each  side  of  Mansion,  and  flag-staflf 275.00 

Terra  cotta  pipe  for  drains 125 .00 

Widening  road  by  bridge  and  Tomb  and  stone  abutment  65 .  00 
Picket  fence  and  board  walk  and  rebuilding  old  sum- 
mer-house      378. 50 

Repairs  to  both  tombs 500.00 

For  greenhouses,  pipe,  and  paint 210.00 

Restoring  old  brick  wall  on  east  side  of  Mansion 988.75 

Lightning-rod  on  Mansion 60.00 

Silo    50.00 

A  horse  for  work  on  farm 150.00 

$3,152.25 

These  appropriations  are  necessarily  subject  to  modification, 
as  it  was  found  impossible  to  obtain  all  the  estimates  for  the 
different  restorations. 

We  also  approve  payment  of  the  following  bills  for  work  re- 
cently completed: 
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Abraham's  bill  for  repairing  portico,  etc $110.00 

Pavement  in  front  of  Tomb 80.00 

Boilers  for  greenhouses 85 .00 

$275.00 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON, 

Regent, 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 

Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MANSION. 

The  foundation  of  the  Mansion  and  the  cellar  have  been 
restored  in  every  particular,  except  the  cellar  steps — they  were 
originally  stone. 

The  roofs  of  Mansion  and  office  were  thoroughly  examined 
and  repaired. 

The  tower  stairs  and  upper  hall  have  been  painted,  and  a  room 
on  the  upper  floor  furnished  by  Maine. 

The  building  for  lunch-room  has  been  removed  and  the  site 
sodded. 

The  lighning-rod  on  Mansion  is  considered  useless— one  bid 
for  a  new  rod,  $60;  another  bid,  $70. 

The  Mansion  needs  painting — some  portions  of  it  badly.  A 
bid  for  the  Mansion  is  $174.  All  the  outside  buildings  hereto- 
fore painted   need  painting   for  preservation.     A   bid   for  this 

$325. 

The  cottage  occupied  by  Sarah  Johnson  is  very  damp,  owing 
to  the  bad  drainage.  This  must  have  attention  at  once.  There 
are  two  good  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  this  cottage  that  can 
be  put  in  order  for  the  Vice-Regents  when  in  Council.  The 
roof  of  this  cottage  also  leaks. 

The  piazza  on  east  side  of  Mansion  needed  restoration,  which 
was  accomplished,  so  far  as  practicable.  The  old  flags  were 
repaired  by  using  cement  forms  where  the  former  stones  failed. 

MRS.  N.  W.  HALSTED,  Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  RELICS. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  Council  as  to  repairs  of 
relic  cases  I  called  on  Zimmerman,  of  Washington,  and  desired 
him  to  come  to  Mount  Vernon  and  examine  the  cases  and 
make  an  estimate  of  necessary  repairs  to  them.  This  he  did,  and 
I  came  down  on  the  same  day  to  supervise  his  examination.  He 
at  once  pronounced  the  matter  of  repairs  was  small  and  would  be 
inexpensive,  and  he  was  ordered  to  do  the  work  promptly. 

In  regard  to  the  English  flag  Zimmerman  thought  there  might 
be  a  back  of  fine  muslin  upon  which  the  fragmentary  flag  could 
be  pasted,  and  so  preserve  and  strengthen  it  sufficiently  to  prevent 
further  process  of  decay.  Not  hearing  from  Zimmerman,  and 
after  some  months  elapsed  made  inquiry  of  Superintendent,  who 
informed  me  that  nothing  had  been  done,  Mr.  Zimmerman  hav- 
ing been  ill.  He  also  stated  that  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance, 
skilled  in  needle-work,  might  be  able  to  repair  the  flag,  but  on 
examination  it  was  decided  impracticable  except  by  pasting 
upon  muslin,  as  the  oil  paint  has  caused  destruction  of  the  mate- 
rial. This  the  Chairman  of  Committee,  in  accordance  with 
former  instructions  of  Council,  has  given  authority  to  the  Super- 
intendent to  have  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  relics  personally  belonging  to  the  Chairman  she  will 
reserve  for  the  West  Virginia  room,  and  arrange  with  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  New  York  and  members  of  Relic  Committee  for  the 
removal  of  the  others  to  the  case  in  New  York  room. 

E.  B.  WASHINGTON,  Chairman. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY. 

Your  committee  reports  that  there  have  been  very  few  addi- 
tions to  the  library  during  the  past  year,  but  they  hope  to  have 
the  shelves  better  filled  before  another  Council.  The  books 
added  this  year  are: 

"  A  Short  View  of  Scripture  History,"  by  Isaac  Watts,  1798, 
presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana. 

"The  Diseases  Incident  to  Armies,"  1796,  presented  by  Mrs. 
Richardson,  who  also  presented  a  copy  of  the  "  Ulster  County 
Gazette,"  of  January  4,  1800,  containing  an  account  of  Wash- 
ington's funeral. 
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"The  Beauties  of  Watts."  This  book  was  the  property  of 
Washington,  and  has  his  book-plate  and  autograph  in  it.  Pre- 
sented by  the  Regent. 

"  American  Historical  and  Literary  Curiosities,"  presented  by 
Miss  Cora  Pritchard,  of  New  Orleans. 

"  The  Annals  of  Kansas,"  presented  by  the  school  children  of 
Kansas,  through  the  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

"  Mount  Vernon  Papers,"  by  Edward  Everett,  presented  by 
Mrs.  Eve. 

"  The  Ladies'  Library,"  by  Richard  Steele,  1764,  presented  by 
Mrs.  Pickens,  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolii^a.  This  book  was 
the  property  of  Washington,  and  has  his  plate. 

Your  committee  think  it  would  be  more  suitable  to  have  the 
shelves  reserved  entirely  for  books,  and  therefore  would  propose 
to  remove  various  articles  that  have  been  put  there  for  safe-keep- 
ing, and  to  request  the  Superintendent  not  to  put  any  article  on 
the  shelves  except  by  permission  of  the  committee. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Chairman. 


TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Tomb  have  carefully  examined  the 
condition  of  the  Tomb,  and  find  it  essentially  improved  and  in  a 
more  satisfactory  condition  than  it  has  been  for  some  time. 

After  a  protracted  rainy  season  the  mould  and  dampness 
reappear  slightly  on  the  plastering.  This  defect,  we  believe, 
can  be  best  remedied  by  the  removal  of  the  earth  from  the  top 
of  the  vault,  for  which  work  the  Superintendent  has  obtained  the 
following  estimate,  including  tinning,  painting  tin  and  woodwork, 
$210. 

This  does  not  include  the  cost  of  any  brick  work,  should  it  bo 
needed  for  a  foundation  for  the  wooden  arches. 

He  proposes  the  use  of  good  pine  lumber. 

We  would  recommend  prompt  action  on  these  suggestions  to 
the  Council. 

The  much-needed  pavement  in  front  of  the  Tomb  was  laid  last 
November,  and  has  been  favorably  commented  upon  and  much 
approved  by  visitors.    The  total  cost  of  pavement  was  $80. 
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The  committee,  with  the  consent  of  the  Regent,  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  having  this  pavement  made  as  most  essential  to 
the  comfort  of  visitors  and  the  general  appearance  of  the 
approach  to  the  Tomb,  believing  it  would  meet  the  sanction  of 
the  Council.  The  sum  of  $40  has  been  raised  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  North  Carolina  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expenses  of 
this  pavement,  thereby  reducing  the  expense  to  the  Association 
one-half  the  sum. 

We  would  suggest  some  improvements  be  made  to  the  old 
Tomb;  the  substitution  of  a  new  fence,  the  clearing  up  of  the 
undergrowth,  and  the  restoration  of  the  door. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 

E.  B.  WASHINGTON, 

M.  A.  COMEGYS. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GREENHOUSE. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Council  that,  under  instructions, 
the  garden,  glass-houses,  and  grounds  have  been  examined  and 
found  satisfactory.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  who  had 
charge  of  improvement  of  roads  and  walks  and  of  the  garden, 
gives  the  details  of  the  work  done.  The  amount  appropriated  by 
last  Council  for  repairs  on  greenhouse  has  been  expended,  and 
has  put  it  in  fair  condition.  For  details  of  expenses  I  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  the  gardener.  I  approve  of  his  request  that  the 
pipes  of  the  west  house  be  repaired  and  extended. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  kindly  sent  us  seeds  and  roses, 
and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  has  contributed  valuable  plants 
and  shrubs.  The  necessity  for  the  services  of  another  hand  is,  I 
think,  imperative,  and  I  hope  Council  will  authorize  the  Superin- 
tendent to  hire  a  capable  person  to  work  under  the  gardener's 
direction. 

L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Monday,  May  31st. 
Upon  this  day,  set  apart  for  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of 
our  brave  soldiers,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  a  wreath  of  memories  on 
the  grave  of  a  woman — one  of  the  fairest  and  rarest  ever  planned 
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— 2i  former  Vice-Regent  of  this  Association,  and  the  beloved  and 
honored  friend  of  many  of  us.  I  allude  to  Mrs.  George  H.  Pen- 
dleton, whose  sudden  and  untimely  death,  under  such  peculiarly 
sad  circumstances,  has  so  recently  afflicted  us. 

Mrs.  Pendleton  was  appointed  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  when 
this  Association  was  organized,  in  1856,  and  most  nobly  did  she 
fill  the  position,  laboring  with  all  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of 
her  nature  to  create  an  interest  in  the  cause.  She  canvassed  her 
State  by  letter,  and  not  only  raised  many  thousands  of  dollars  for 
the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon,  but  fired  all  hearts  with  her  own 
patriotic  zeal  in  having  the  women  of  the  land  secure  the  pur- 
chase, restoration,  and  endowment  of  the  Home  and  Tomb  of 
our  immortal  Washington.  Few  women  were  so  well  fitted  to 
be  successful  in  this  or  any  other  enterprise  as  she,  possessing, 
as  she  did,  in  so  rare  a  degree  that  personal  magnetism  which 
none  could  withstand.  She  resigned  the  position  upon  going 
abroad  for  a  term  of  years,  though  her  interest  in  the  cause  never 
abated. 

Mrs.  Pendleton  grew  to  womanhood  in  Baltimore.  Of  old 
cavalier  blood,  the  daughter  of  Francis  Key,  the  author  of  our 
national  anthem,  her  beauty  of  person  was  only  surpassed  by  that 
of  her  character,  which  was  exquisitely  symmetrical.  Her  rare 
mental  endowments,  varied  accomplishments,  instinctive  refine- 
ment, perfect  tact  and  taste,  and  beautiful  womanliness  fitted  her 
to  adorn  any  court. 

The  poet  says  that  "  every  flower  is  an  autograph  from  the 
hand  of  Almighty  God."  Surely  upon  such  a  woman  He  has 
inscribed  His  thought,  written  plainly  in  the  outward  and  visible 
form  and  the  inward  and  spiritual  grace. 

Her  fidelity  to  her  religious  duties  was  a  prominent  feature 
of  her  character.  She  ever  wore  her  church  on  her  heart,  and  in 
the  various  benevolent  enterprises  did  not  confine  herself  to  the 
giving  of  money,  but  also  her  time  and  talents;  in  short,  was 
willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  her  Master's  service.  Her 
sympathies  were  broad  and  deep,  and  she  always  had  a  heart  at 
leisure  from  itself  to  soothe  and  sympathize. 

In  fact  she — 

"  Thought  that  day  lost  whose  low,  descending  sun 
ViewSi  from  her  hand  no  noble  action  done." 
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But  it  was  in  her  own  home  that  she  shone  most  brightly 
and  with  a  grace  that  was  faultless,  making  the  years  beautiful 
and  full  of  earnest  purpose  for  her  loved  ones. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  more,  for  her  life  will  chant  its  own 
beatitudes,  and  the  name  of  Alice  Key  Pendleton  will  ever 
remain  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  her  as  the 
synonym  of  all  that  is  pure,  lovely,  true,  noble,  and  of  good 
report. 

Unanimously  accepted. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  asked  permission  to  make 
needed  restorations  on  the  old  Tomb,  and  to  replace  the  wooden 
fence  by  one  of  iron,  similar  to  that  used  about  the  monuments 
near  the  present  Tomb.     Granted. 

Much  attention  was  bestowed  upon  the  revision  of  the  By-laws, 
and  a  very  able  report  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Richardson  (La.), 
chairman  of  the  committee.  Some  of  the  amendments  were 
unanimously  adopted  and  others  laid  over  for  further  consid- 
eration. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  presented  a  request  from 
Col.  E.  P.  C.  Lewis  to  be  allowed  to  repair,  at  his  own  expense, 
the  monuments  to  his  grandmother  and  aunt.     Granted. 

A  new  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Dillon,  photog^pher  at 
Mount  Vernon,  by  which,  upon  payment  to  the  Association  of 
$700  per  year  in  quarterly  payments,  he  is  allowed  to  take  entire 
charge  of  sales  at  Mount  Vernon  and  elsewhere.  Under  this 
arrangement  his  contract  was  extended  for  five  years. 

"  The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  has  delivered  the  State  records 
kept  by  the  late  Vice-Regent,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Barry,  to  Mrs.  Eve, 
the  chairman  of  the  Records  Committee.  These  records  con- 
tain the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  accredited 
with  the  payment  of  one  dollar,  their  requisite  for  such  mem- 
bership. 

(Signed)  MARY  T.  LEITER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Illinois"    . 
"  Received. 

PHILOCLEA  E.  EVE, 

Vice-Regent  for  Georgia, 
"June  2d,  1886." 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  read  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore J.  G.  Walker,  presenting  a  new  flag  to  the  Association. 

Accepted  with  thanks. 

She  also  presented  the  following  letter: 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  4th,  1885. 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Washington, 

Mount  Vernon  on  Potomac. 
My  Dear  Madam: — I  send  you  the  promised  flag  by  my  friend, 
Mr.  McSween,  and  hope  to  see  it  flying  at  the  Home  of  our 
loved  President  and  General.  I  thought  the  flag  was  in  better 
condition  than  it  is,  but  you  will  appreciate  it,  please,  as  coming 
from  a  boy,  and  not  mind  the  places  mended.  I  am  most  happy 
to  have  made  your  acquaintance,  and  look  forward  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  time  I  may  see  you  again. 

Yours  truly, 

SIDNEY  WITHERBEE. 

Superintendent  informed  Council  that  Mr.  Robert  Halsey,  of 
New  York  city,  has  kindly  offered  to  present  the  Association  with 
a  storm-flag,  to  be  given  in  the  name  of  his  daughter. 

Acknowledged  with  thanks. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  presented  $50  to  the  Endowment 
Fund. 

Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reported  examination  of  Sarah 
Johnson's  house  and  cellar,  and  their  need  of  repairs. 

The  Regent  requested  Miss  Longfellow  to  see  Mr.  Emerson, 
of  Boston,  in  regard  to  erection  of  sun-dial  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  (Mrs.  Halsted)  presented  $12  to 
the  Endowment  Fund. 

Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  (Miss  Harper)  added  $5  to  the  $50 
she  had  previously  presented  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  added  $100  to  the  sum  already 
raised  by  her  for  rebuilding  the  summer-house,  which  makes  the 
whole  amount  $250. 

Vice-Regent  for  Maine  presented  $40  to  be  expended  on  plants 
for  the  greenhouse. 
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The  Regent  appointed  the  following  committees.  Confirmed 
by  Council: 

On  Finance — Mrs.  Chace,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Ball. 

On  Tomb — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Comegys,  Mrs.  Rathbone, 
Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  Washington. 

On  Grounds,  Shrubs,  and  Trees — Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Mrs.  Woodward. 

On  Mansion — Mrs.  Halsted,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs. 
Comegys,  Mrs.  Broadwell. 

On  Greenhouse  and  Garden — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Eve. 

On  Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Comegys,  Mrs. 
Hudson,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

On  Library — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Broad- 
well. 

On  By-Laws — Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Walker. 

On  Guide-Book — Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Pickens. 

On  Records — Mrs.  Eve,  Mrs.  Chace,  Mrs.  Walker. 

Mr.  Alex.  D.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Promotion  for 
the  Permanent  Exposition  of  the  Three  Americas,  appeared 
before  Council,  and,  after  explaining  the  objects  desired  by  the 
Board,  requested  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  to  accept  appoint- 
ment as  members  ex-oMcio  of  the  Board  of  Promotion.  This 
proposition  received  the  assent  of  the  ladies  present. 

The  Regent  signed  the  books  of  the  Superintendent  in  pres- 
ence of  Council.  Also  the  commission  of  Mr.  Dodge  as  Super- 
intendent at  Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  Dodge  explained  at  length  all  his  precautions  against  fire, 
and  was  authorized  by  Council  to  purchase  galvanized  iron 
buckets,  to  be  kept  full  of  water  upon  the  premises.  The  Vice- 
Regent  for  Massachusetts  added  the  gift  of  two  Johnson  hand- 
pumps. 

It  was  decided  to  improve  the  stock  on  the  place  by  disposal 
of  the  less  valuable  animals  and  the  purchase  of  one  first-class 
cow. 

The  purchase  of  water-proof  coats  and  boots  for  those  of  the 
employes  who  are  much  exposed  in  stormy  weather  was  ordered. 
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The  pay-roll  was  examined  and  approved  by  Council. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Burroughs,  engineer,  in 
regard  to  the  best  methods  of  drainage  on  the  property,  and 
commendatory  of  the  work  already  accomplished  in  this  direction 
by  Mr.  Dodge. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina  presented  the  following 
resolution: 

The  Vice-Regents  assembled  in  Council  desire  to  express  to 
the  Regent  their  earnest  appreciation  of  the  impartiality  and 
dignity  with  which  she  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  Council. 
In  consequence  of  the  many  and  varied  improvements  made  on 
the  place  during  the  past  year  they  recognize  how  fully  her  time 
and  interest  were  engaged  in  these  laborious  duties,  and  extend 
to  her  their  hearty  approval  of  these  services  and  their  results  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

They  also  tender  to  their  efficient  Secretary  their  sympathy  in 
the  recent  affliction  which  has  darkened  her  home,  and  through 
which  this  Association  mourns  the  loss  of  one  of  its  earliest 
friends. 

In  meeting  with  us  at  this  time  the  Secretary  attests  that  strong 
devotion  to  duty  and  interest  in  the  Council  which  merit  their 
grateful  recognition.  They  would  renew  again  their  approval 
of  the  manner  in  which  she  discharges  the  perplexing  and  ardu- 
ous duties  of  an  office  which  her  own  qualifications  have  imposed 
upon  her. 

They  would  also  express  their  gratification  at  the  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  the  Superintendent  has  assumed  and  discharged  his 
duties;  the  manifest  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  place 
proves  how  eminently  he  is  fitted  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Unanunously  approved. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  Council  is  able  to  lay  before 
the  public  in  its  annual  reports  the  history  of  the  efforts  made  in 
all  directions  at  Mount  Vernon  not  only  to  keep  up  the  standard 
of  order,  neatness,  and  refinement  so  characteristic  of  this  quiet 
homestead  by  the  river-brink,  but  to  increase  and  set  off  to  ad- 
vantage the  historical  treasures  there  accumulating,  and  which 
are  gradually  growing  into  a  priceless  collection.  While  avoid- 
ing whatever  might  tend  to  make  it  merely  a  museum  of  curi- 
osities the  ladies  rejoice  over  every  accession  which  places  in  the 
Home  of  Washington  articles  of  use  or  beauty  such  as  he  or  Mrs. 
Washington  might  themselves  have  placed  there;  and  it  may  not 
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be  inopportune  to  remind  the  country  that  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents,  as  representatives  of  the 
women  of  America,  the  peculiar  character  of  the  place  has  been 
zealously  and  successfully  maintained.  For  Mount  Vernon  is 
not  only  sacred  and  solemn  as  the  Tomb  of  Washington,  but 
beautiful  and  cheerful  and  homelike  as  his  dwelling  place,  and  it 
is  kept  so  by  virtue  of  the  fidelity  with  which  this  Association  has 
preserved  the  Mansion  in  which  the  Hero  lived,  the  gardens 
where  he  walked,  the  lawns  he  loved,  and  the  trees  he  planted. 

To  continue  to  set  before  the  world  this  counterfeit  present- 
ment of  a  Virginia  home  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  while 
actively  superintending  the  many  expenditures  upon  the  place 
to  retain  all  possible  appearance  of  a  private  home  as  it  was  in 
the  days  of  Washington,  has  been  the  steady  aim  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. To  secure  to  the  country  this  permanent  memento  of 
the  domestic  life  of  the  man  whose  public  deeds  are  elsewhere 
worthily  commemorated;  to  keep  in  serene  harmony  the  sunny 
home  and  the  solemn  grave,  and  to  mingle  the  reverence  awak- 
ened by  the  one  with  the  sympathetic  enjoyment  of  the  other, 
is  the  work  of  the  ladies  who  year  after  year  assemble  at  Mount 
Vernon  to  give  an  account  of  their  trust  to  all  who  will  pause  to 
read  it.  Justly  proud  of  their  efforts,  and,  giving  their  best 
energies  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  they  look  with  confidence 
to  the  public  for  the  steady  continuance  of  the  income,  without 
which  their  work  could  not  possibly  be  accomplished.  This 
income  is  supplied  by  visitors  from  all  lands.  Their  homage 
proves  that  Mount  Vernon,  so  unlike  any  other  spot  which  the 
presence  of  the  g^eat  dead  has  hallowed,  g^ows  more  and  more 
beloved  as  years  pass  over  it.  England  has  its  Westminster 
Abbey  and  France  its  Pere  la  Chaise;  all  Europe  builds  costly 
monuments  to  its  warriors  and  kings,  but  Washington  rests,  as 
the  Father  of  his  Cotmtry  should,  in  the  soft  shadows  of  his  own 
home,  guarded  by  the  reverence  of  the  nation  that  he  founded, 
and  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  women  of  America,  who  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  assumed  the  charge,  and  who  will 
watch  over  it  until  the  nation  itself  shall  be  no  more. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  slow  but  steady  growth  in  the 
Endowment  Fund,  by  means  of  which  the  Association  hopes  to 
ultimately  secure  a  permanent  income  sufficient  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  place,  and  thus  be  able  to  open  its  gates 
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without  charge  to  the  public,  this  being  the  purpose  for  which 
this  fund  has  always  been  designed.  The  additions  to  it  are 
invested  exclusively  in  Government  securities  and  kept  sacred 
from  infringement. 

Council  adjourned  on  Thursday,  June  3,  till  Thursday,  May  21, 
1887. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Cotmcils. 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Thursday,  May  19th,  1887. 


Regent  presiding.    The  following  ladies  came  to  Council: 

Mrs.  Laughton,  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachu- 
setts; Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York; 
Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia; 
Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs. 
Walker,  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Leiter,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Rathbone, 
Michigan. 

Council  opened  the  session  with  reading  of  Scriptures  and 
the  Lord's  Prayer. 

Sessions  appointed — 9.30  A.  M.  until  11.30;  2  P.  M.  until  3.30; 
4.30  P.  M.  until  7;  8  P.  M.  until  10  o'clock. 

Reading  minutes  of  last  Council. 

The  Regent  announced  with  great  regret  the  severe  illness  of 
Mrs.  Sweat,  the  Secretary  of  Councils  and  Vice-Regent  for 
Maine,  who  is  in  consequence  prevented  from  being  present, 
but  who  has  requested  the  Regent  to  present  her  resignation 
of  the  office  of  Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils.  The  Regent 
postponed  reading  the  paper  containing  the  resignation,  until 
after  she  had  offered  to  Council  her  Annual  Welcome  and 
Report. 
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REGENT'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: — It  is  again  my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  g^eet  you  at 
our  Annual  Council,  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  that  so  many 
are  present,  while  deeply  regretting  the  absence  of  some  of  our 
oldest  and  most  valued  members. 

Two  of  them,  the  Vice-Regents  for  Georgia  and  for  Delaware 
are  detained  by  illness,  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin,  by 
the  heavy  sorrow  which  has  come  upon  her,  in  the  loss  of  her 
husband,  Mr.  Alexander  Mitchell,  one  of  our  Advisory  Board. 
We  tender  our  warm  sympathy  to  our  sorrowing  colles^^e,  and 
also  to  our  sister  of  Georgia  who  has  likewise  been  heavily 
stricken  since  our  last  Council. 

I  feel  confident  that  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  condition 
in  which  you  find  Mount  Vernon.  All  the  restorations  ordered 
by  last  Council  have  been,  I  think,  successfully  carried  out,  and 
those  specially  undertaken  by  the  Vice-Regents  for  Louisiana 
and  Michigan,  the  restoration  of  the  Summer  House  and  of  the 
old  Tomb  are  of  great  interest  to  all  visitors,  and  add  much  to 
the  appearance  of  the  place. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  our  Superintendent  for  details  as  to 
the  other  work  accomplished  during  the  year,  all  of  which  has, 
under  his  intelligent  and  faithful  supervision,  been  carefully,  and 
I  think,  satisfactorily  accomplished.  His  report  must  neces- 
sarily be  so  complete  in  all  details  of  the  work  that  I  will  not 
weary  you  by  a  repetition  of  them. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  will  inform  you  fully  as  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Association,  and  my  itemized  statement  of 
disbursements  will  give  you  full  particulars  as  to  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year.  I  will,  however,  mention  here  that  our  receipts 
during  the  year  covered  all  our  running  expenses,  and  with  the 
addition  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  balance  of  income  of 
the  Endowment  Fund,  we  were  able  to  pay  for  the  various  res- 
torations ordered  by  last  Council.  Our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs, 
acting  upon  instructions,  has  purchased  since  our  last  Council,  a 
thousand  dollar  four  per  cent  United  States  registered  bond, 
with  a  portion  of  the  income  balance  from  Endowment  Fund. 
This  has  been  added  to  the  principal  of  said  Fund. 

It  gives  me  vefy  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  a  most  gen- 
erous offer  that  has  been  made  through  me,  by  the  Messrs. 
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Campbell,  of  Missouri,  sons  of  the  late  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell, 
our  valued  colleague  from  that  State,  to  restore  the  Deer  Park, 
which  was  so  attractive  a  feature  at  Mount  Vernon  in  the  time 
of  General  Washington.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  restoration 
is  three  thousand  dollars,  and  I  have  just  received  from  the 
Messrs.  Campbell,  a  check  for  that  amount.  This  generous  gift 
offered  by  them  in  memory  of  their  beloved  mother  is  most  grate- 
fully appreciated,  and  secures  to  us  a  restoration  that  we  have 
been  vainly  hoping  to  accomplish  for  many  years. 

I  am  also  happy  to  report  the  presentation,  to  the  room  fur- 
nished by  Pennsylvania,  of  a  chair  used  in  the  Executive  Mansion 
at  Philadelphia  by  General  Washington.  This  interesting  relic 
was  presented  by  Col.  Frank  M.  Etting,  of  Philadelphia. 

An  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  appears  to  be  steadily  growing 
throughout  the  country,  and  a  visit  to  the  home  of  Washington 
seems  the  special  objective  point,  not  only  of  all  Americans,  but 
also  of  all  intelligent  foreigners  who  visit  our  land,  and  all  express 
themselves  in  appreciative  terms  as  to  the  faithful  and  successful 
efforts  of  our  Association,  to  preserve  and  beautify  this  hallowed 
spot  It  was  gratifying  to  me  to  learn  that  the  Queen  of  Hawaii, 
in  her  recent  visit  to  Mount  Vernon,  was  so  deeply  impressed  by 
the  solemn  and  touching  associations  of  the  place  that  she 
frankly  expressed  surprise  and  disapproval  of  levity  indulged  in 
by  some  of  the  company,  and  desired  to  be  quiet  and  undisturbed 
when  going  into  the  room  in  which  the  Father  of  his  Country 
died.  This  is  the  feeling  that  Mount  Vernon  should  inspire, 
and  it  is  always  pleasant  to  hear  of  those  who  come  to  it  in  that 
spirit 

Earnestly  invoking  the  blessing  of  AJmighty  God  upon  our 
deliberaitions,  I  am  your  friend  and  Regent, 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON, 

Regent  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association, 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  was  invited  to 
act  as  Secretary  pro  tern,,  which  she  kindly  consented  to  do. 

The  Regent  then  read  the  letter  of  resignation  of  Secretary  of 
Councils. 

Ladies: — ^After  a  service  of  fourteen  years  as  your  Secretary  of 
Councils,  I  feel  that  I  may  ask  for  an  honorable  discharge.  May 
I  also  request  your  indulgence  for  a  few  words  of  retrospection? 
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In  1872,  when  this  office  was  instituted,  the  work  of  Councils 
was  just  beginning  to  assume  importance,  but  no  one  then  imag- 
ined the  amount  of  labor  which  lay  before  us.  At  that  Council, 
ten  Vice-Regents  assembled.  It  was  an  unprecedented  niunber. 
At  our  last  Council  seventeen  Vice-Regents  came  to  Mount  Ver- 
non. The  increase  in  our  numbers  has  been  paralleled  by  the 
increase  in  the  variety  and  importance  of  our  business  brought 
before  us,  and  in  the  care  and  skill  we  have  learned  to  bestow 
upon  it. 

The  first  reports  issued  after  the  election  of  the  Secretary  of 
Councils  were  pamphlets  of  eight  or  ten  pages;  that  of  last  year 
covered  twenty-five  pages,  and  the  "  Minutes  "  required  forty-five. 
This  I  regard  as  likely  to  become  our  average  record,  but  so 
great  a  change  has  been  brought  about  by  systematizing  the 
proceedings  that  the  work  of  the  Secretary  in  preparing  the 
report  for  1886  was  not  a  quarter  part  of  what  it  had  been  pre- 
viously. I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  ever  again  become  per- 
plexing. 

During  this  time  we  have  been  steadily  obtaining  a  closer 
and  more  effective  organization.  Growth,  whether  physical  or 
mental,  is  apt  to  be  accompanied  with  pain,  and  we  have  not  been 
exempt  from  perplexities,  vexed  questions  and  problems.  I  have 
earnestly  striven  to  bear  my  part  in  their  solution,  and  to  faith- 
fully record  the  processes  through  which  we  have  attained,  as  I 
believe,  a  safe  and  firm  foundation  for  all  future  work.  I  confess 
I  have  often  grown  weary  and  turned  away  discouraged  from  the 
contemplation  of  the  hastily-prepared  minutes  of  Councils  which 
it  was  my  duty  to  put  in  order  after  my  return  home.  I  have 
looked  hard  several  times  for  an  honorable  loophole  of  escape, 
but  have  said  to  myself,  and  my  friendly  colleagues  have  said  to 
me,  that  to  resign  when  there  was  so  much  to  do  would  be  like  a 
soldier  leaving  his  post  in  time  of  battle.  But  our  battle  with 
poverty,  calumny  and  perplexity  is  now  over,  and  I  am  at  liberty 
to  seek  my  rest  from  this  especial  work.  I  leave  to  my  successor 
the  fruits  of  my  honest  toil  in  recording  the  precedents  which  will 
henceforth  govern  and  instruct.  I  feel  sure  she  will  not  have  to 
grope,  as  I  have  had  to  do,  amid  uncertainty,  for  we  have  all 
learned  how  to  work  well  in  Council,  and  work  well  done  is  easy 
to  record. 

It  is  in  the  conviction  that  the  Secretary  of  Councils  will  now 
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have  comparatively  little  to  do  that  I  ask  that  some  one  else  may 
do  it,  and  I  beg  my  colleagues  to  believe  that  my  resignation  of 
this  office  does  not  come  from  any  unwillingness  to  work.  I 
think,  however,  t|je  time  has  passed  when  the  value  of  earnest 
individual  work  needs  to  be  enhanced  by  the  long  experience 
which  has  perhaps  made  my  own  efforts  as  your  Secretary  more 
worthy  than  they  could  have  been  through  any  native  ability  for 
such  a  post. 

With  sincere  thanks  to  Councils  for  their  kindness  and  patience 
towards  me  in  all  these  years  now  past,  I  am,  once  more,  only  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine, 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

Accepted  with  regret,  and  resolved  that  an  expression  of 
thanks  of  Council  for  past  services  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Sweat. 

Reading  of  checks  drawn  during  the  year  by  Regent,  being 
an  itemized  statement  of  all  the  expenses. 

Approved. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  moves  that  the  Council 
express  their  great  gratification  and  approval  of  the  Regent's 
admirable  management  of  the  finances  of  the  Association. 

Approved  and  voted. 


SUMMARY  OF  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Council  of  1886,  the 
repairing  of  the  Vault  in  the  rear  of  the  Tomb  was  taken  in 
hand.  After  removing  the  heavy  covering  of  earth  which  has 
always  caused  much  dampness  and  disfigurement  of  wall,  the 
brickwork  of  the  Vault  revealed  the  fact  that  the  work  was 
begun  none  too  early,  as  the  immense  weight  had  crumbled  the 
foundations  in  some  parts  and  the  arch  itself  was  injured.  The 
services  of  Mr.  Burgess,  who  had  helped  to  build  the  Vault  orig- 
inally, were  secured.  A  strong  abutment  of  bricks  and  cement 
were  constructed  on  each  side  of  the  arch  from  the  spring  to  the 
foundation,  and  will  prevent  any  possibility  of  weakness. 
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The  repairs  of  the  old  Tomb,  which  were  undertaken  by  tfie 
Vice-Regent  for  Michigan,  have  Hkewise  been  completed,  and 
the  original  oval  face  restored.  The  sandstone  being  exceed- 
ingly soft  in  texture,  and  unable  to  resist  the^  encroachments  of 
weather,  it  has  been  recommended  to  treat  tfie  stone  so  as  to 
render  it  waterproof. 

The  dilapidated  bridge  across  the  ravine  near  the  New  Tomb 
has  been  replaced  by  one  more  substantial. 

The  old  brick  wall  extending  along  the  terrace  east  of  the 
Mansion  has  been  rebuilt,  the  exact  lines  of  the  old  wall  being 
faithfully  followed  and  the  old  material  being  used  as  much  as 
was  possible. 

Another  beautiful  restoration  was  made  last  autumn — ^that 
of  the  summer-house  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  south  of  the  Man- 
sion. This  restoration  was  undertaken  by  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Louisiana.  It  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  original,  with  its  "Cooling 
Vault "  below.  A  new  board-walk  has  been  laid  from  the  Man- 
sion to  the  wharf,  and  garden  fences  and  paling  fences  repaired. 
A  new  lightning-rod  was  ordered  for  the  Mansion  at  a  cost  of 
$60,  a  folded  copper  rod  being  adopted  as  the  most  suitable. 
The  ground  ends  were  carried  down  and  away  from  the  walls 
to  a  depth  of  four  feet  long  and  twelve  inches  wide,  laid  flat  in 
order  to  catch  as  much  moisture  as  possible.  According  to 
scientific  usage,  this  should  prove  a  perfectly  effective  conductor. 

The  exterior  of  the  Mansion,  the  colonnades,  the  two  kitchens 
and  the  flagstaff  needed  painting,  and  Council  ordered  that  work. 

The  authorized  improvements  at  the  greenhouse  were  also 
carried  into  effect.  The  entire  system  of  hot-water  pipes  was 
overhauled  and  properly  reconstructed.  The  Superintendent 
urges  the  building  of  an  extension  suitable  for  growing  and 
forcing  roses.  Under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Whelan, 
the  gardener,  this  rose  house  would  greatly  increase  the  revenue 
of  this  department. 

The  farm  work  of  the  year  has  consisted  chiefly  in  an  effort 
to  improve  the  land  by  economical  methods.  The  soil  is  poor 
and  a  species  of  grass  called  crab  grass,  an  annual,  has  taken 
strong  hold  here.  Our  Superintendent's  solicitude  on  this  score 
prompted  him  to  write  to  the  editor  of  the  "  Country  Gentleman." 
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INQUIRIES  AND  ANSWERS. 

May  5th,  1887. 

WEEDS  IN  LAWNS.— The  lawns  surrounding  Mt.  Vernon 
have  been  afflicted  for  some  years  by  crab  grass,  plantain  and  gar- 
lic. As  a  consequence,  just  at  this  time  they  look  rough  and 
unsightly.  The  lawn  area  is  about  ten  acres,  and  the  present 
turf  is  very  old,  probably  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  years. 
Last  spring  I  applied  ten  bushels  of  oyster  shell  lime  per  acre, 
afterwards  thoroughly  harrowed  the  turf  with  a  sharp,  sloping 
tooth  harrow,  following  that  with  a  liberal  dressing  of  Jno.  A. 
Baker's  **  Pabulum,"  a  preparation  of  bone-dust,  this  mixed  with 
plaster.  Blue  grass  at  the  rate  of  one  bushel  an  acre  was  then 
seeded  and  this  followed  by  the  roller.  That  treatment  was 
successful  for  the  season,  in  outward  appearance,  but  now  the 
crab  grass  is  rampant  again  and  the  outlook  discouraging.  Were 
it  not  for  the  fact  that  so  many  visitors  come  here  daily,  I  should 
advise  deep  plowing  and  cultivation,  but  that  method  must  be 
the  last  resort.     Won't  you  suggest  a  remedy? 

H.  H.  D.,  Mount  Vernon,  Va, 

(The  course  you  are  pursuing  is  in  the  main  a  good  one,  name- 
ly, enriching  the  soil,  and  promoting  the  growth  of  grass  to 
choke  down  the  weeds.  Blue  grass  is  slow  growing  at  first,  and 
may  not  effect  much  for  a  year  or  two;  some  other  more  rapidly 
growing  sort  may  be  mixed  with  it.  The  two  gr^ses  known  as 
"  crab  grass  "  are  both  annuals,  and  must  not  be  allowed  to  seed 
the  ground,  the  best  preventive  of  which  is  close  and  constant 
lawn  mowing.  A  strong  growth  of  turf  tends  to  crowd  out 
garlic.  Additional  fertilizers  will  doubtless  be  required;  fine 
compost  guano,  superphosphates,  nitrate  of  soda,  etc.,  may  be 
tried.  Our  correspondent  is  referred  to  the  practical  remarks  of 
Daniel  Bachelor  on  p.  67,  relative  to  the  extirpation  of  crab  grass 
by  means  of  other  kinds.) 

["Country  Gentleman,"  January  27th,  1887.] 

CRAB  GRASS  IN  LAWNS. 

Editors  Country  Gentleman — Referring  to  inquiry  on  page  6, 
relative  to  the  crab  grass  (Panicum  sanguincUe)  which  infests 
your  correspondent's  lawn,  I  may  say  of  methods  to  eradicate  the 
intruder,  that  "cutting  low"  with  the  machine  will  not  do  it,  as  the 
writer  well  knows  from  experience,  for  although  the  crab  grass, 
if  left  to  mature,  uncuit,  will  grow  erect  and  tall,  yet  if  the  lawn 
mower  is  run  over  it  when  young,  and  the  first  culms  cut  off  it 
will  then  accommodate  itself  to  the  emergency  and  become  as 
decumbent  as  a  dandelion  plant,  and  in  that  flattened  position 
will  send  out  radiating  culms  with  perfect  panicles.  I  have  seen 
the  perfect  seed  on  these  when  they  were  not  more  than  fotir 
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inches  long.  The  same  thing  too  under  the  same  conditions, 
may  be  seen  in  the  robust  barnyard  g^rass  {Panicum  gaUum) 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  g^ass  will  grow  in  some  soils 
fully  five  feet  high.  The  roots  of  all  the  annual  panic  grasses, 
when  found  growing  amid  perennial  varieties,  are  very  superficial, 
and  the  plant,  when  the  sod  and  ground  is  damp,  can  be  easily 
pulled  out. 

To  clear  thi-s  pest  out  of  a  lawn,  the  mower  should  not  be 
run  on  the  turf  after  the  loth  or  15th  of  Jidy  so  that  the  crab 
grass  may  have  full  erect  growth;  it  cam  then  be  well  recog- 
nized, pulled  out  and  carried  away  to  some  dug-out  limbo,  where 
it  may  be  covered  over  and  left  to  rot.  This  done,  the  lawn 
should  then  be  scarified  with  a  short-toothed  steel  rake,  after 
wWch  seed  heavily  with  a  mixture  of  Parry's  dwarf  rye^grass, 
crested  dog-tail  and  creeping  bent  These  three  are  g^rasses  that 
do  not  dry  up  in  midsummer  like  the  Kentucky  blue  grass;  be- 
sides, the  bent  grass  is  stoleniferous  and  its  roots  will  take  fuller 
possession  of  the  land,  thus  not  leaving  room  for  the  crab  to 
grow  in  so  readily. 

Another  method  of  eradicating  the  panicums,  which  the  writer 
has  tried  with  good  success,  is  to  let  the  entire  grasses  grow  on 
the  lawn  in  July,  as  before  stated,  and  as  soon,  in  August  or 
September,  as  the  panicles  of  the  crab  are  well  formed,  then  mow 
the  entire  crop  with  a  scythe,  and  remove  the  cut  grass  imme- 
diately so  as  not  to  let  it  dry  and  drop  the  seeds  of  the  noxious 
grass.  Care  should  be  taken  in  the  latitude  of  Maryland,  to  see 
if  the  panicles  are  well  formed  before  cutting,  and  not  too  far 
advanced  so  as  to  be  likely  to  drop  the  seeds.  Here  in  Central 
New  York,  the  varieties  of  annual  panic  grasses  begin  to  sprout 
on  lawns  about  the  loth  of  July,  and  they  can,  in  their  earliest 
stages,  be  easily  distinguished,  by  an  observing  eye  from  the 
perennials  in  a  short  cut  sod.  There  are  several  hundred  seeds 
borne  on  the  panicles  of  one  culm  of  the  crab  grass,  and  many 
of  these  seeds  are  devoured  by  the  granivorous  birds,  to  be  carried 
and  voided,  undigested,  wherever  these  birds  alight. 

DANIEL  BACHELOR, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

The  Council  of  1886  granted  my  request  for  a  "  Silo  "  at  a  cost 
of  $50.    It  has  proved  a  great  success. 

Our  herd  cattle  consist  of  five  cows  and  two  heifers,  all  in  fine 
condition  with  the  exception  of  one  old  cow. 

We  need  horses  very  much — having  four  only,  and  three 
almost  useless — throwing  a  more  than  reasonable  share  of  work 
upon  the  fourth  and  youngest.  Last  year  Council  appropriated 
$150  for  the  purchase  of  a  horse,  but  no  suitable  animal  can  be 
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found  at  that  price.  This  year,  Council  consequently  gave 
authority  for  the  purchase  of  two  strong  draught  horses. 

The  old  ice-house  was  repaired  last  year  by  sheathing  the  in- 
terior with  pine  planks  nailed  against  2x6  scantlings  and  packing 
the  spaces  next  the  brick  wall  with  sawdust  This  will  prevent 
the  rapid  melting  of  the  ice  and  thus  promote  its  efficiency. 
About  50  wagon-loads  of  ice  were  stored  last  winter  from  our 
pond  and  the  river. 

The  repairs  recommended  for  this  year  are  the  reconstruction 
of  the  tin  gutters  of  the  Mansion  and  adjoining  buildings, 
shingling  and  painting  of  several  of  the  roofs;  also  the  repairing 
of  many  of  the  old  fences. 

Some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  roll.  The  services  of 
Mr.  John  L.  NichoUs  not  proving  satisfactory,  he  has  been 
replaced  by  Mr.  Chester,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Bremman  of  Wash- 
ington, and  Mr.  Young,  of  Georgetown  (the  present  incumbent). 
The  two  former  filled  the  position  of  clerk  to  entire  satisfaction, 
but  had  better  offers  elsewhere  and  resigned.  Mr.  Young  is 
eminently  qualified  as  clerk,  but  in  justice  to  himself,  he,  too, 
must  accept  a  better  position  when  oflfered. 

Council  authorized  another  man  to  assist  in  the  garden  where- 
ever  most  needed.  A  white  man,  Frank  Hasting,  was  selected, 
and  has  proved  himself  capable  and  industrious. 

An  assistant  for  Sarah  Johnson  was  ordered  to  help  in  the 
care  of  the  Mansion;  Eliza  Colbere  has  proved  satisfactory. 

All  the  employees  have  been  faithful  and  attentive  to  duty. 

The  financial  records  of  the  estate  show: 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  ending  April  30th  1887  was. $8331. 11 
an  excess  of  $595.93  over  the  previous  year. 

The  expenditures  for  same  year  amounted  to $9924.72 

a  decrease  of  $775.95  over  the  previous  year. 

There  are  additional  items  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Regent 
which  change  the  above  figures,  but  such  items  do  not  properly 
enter  into  the  accounts  of  the  Superintendent 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Office  of  Riggs  &  Co., 
Washington,  D.  C,  20th  May,  1887. 
Mrs.  L.  L.  M.  Laughton, 

Regent  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
Madam : — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  statement  of  my  accounts 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  showing  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments since  my  last  report 

The  present  cash  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Endowment 
Fund  is  $3,337.54,  and  the  balance  to  credit  of  the  general 
account  is  $30640. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  $1,000  in  United  States  four  per  cent, 
stocks  was  purchased  July  3d,  1886,  under  your  instruction. 
The  invested  funds  of  the  Association  now  are: 

United  States  4i  per  cent.  Registered  Bonds $19,000 

United  States  4  per  cent  Registered  Bonds 9,300 

United  States  6  per  cent,  currency 1,000 

Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of  Georgia  stock 1400 

Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  of  Georgia  stock 500 

Portland  and  Rochester  Railroad  stock  3  shares. 

A  certificate  for  one  share  of  the  last  mentioned  stock  (Port- 
land and  Rochester  R.  R.)  was  placed  in  my  hands  by  Mrs. 
Sweat,  January  21st,  1887. 

I  am,  madam,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer, 

Our  Treasurer  suggested,  that  as  our  four  per  cent.  Govern- 
ments bonds  will  soon  be  falling  due,  and  are  now  at  high  pre- 
miums. Council  should  discuss  the  question  of  selling  and  rein- 
vesting. It  was  voted  to  empower  the  Regent  to  transact  the 
business  with  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Francis  Rigg^. 

REPORT  OF  PURSER  OF  STEAMBOAT. 
The  report  from  the  books  of  the  steamer  W.  W.  Corcoran  was 
presented,  giving  a  detailed  monthly  account  of  the  number  of 
visitors,  of  g^ide-books  sold  and  of  excursionists: 

Visitors    17,083 $5,810.72 

Guide   Books    2,911 87.33 

Excursionists    2,897 965 .89 

Total  boat  receipts  for  the  year $6,863.94 

•THOMAS  ADAMS, 
Approved.  Purser,  Steamer  W.  W.  Corcoran. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

Total  Receipts  $438.25 

Expenditures  under  his  own  charge 69.60 

Cash  turned  in  to  Superintendent $368.65 

This  sum  aids  in  defraying  the  minor  expenses.  Mr.  Whelan 
has  adorned  the  grounds  with  large  tubs  of  flowering  shrubs, 
palms,  agaves,  etc.,  which  add  sensibly  to  the  beauty  of  the  lawns. 
The  fruits  are  doing  nicely,  and  in  another  year  Mr.  Whelan 
hopes  they  may  prove  a  source  of  income  to  the  place. 


REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 


MAINE. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  a  donation  of  five  dollars  to  the 
Maine  room  from  Mrs.  Anna  J.  Gerry  of  Portland. 

Also  the  gift  from  Mr.  Cleary,  of  Washington,  of  an  eng^ved 
portrait  of  David  Rittenhouse,  once  the  property  of  General 
Washington,  and  originally  at  Mount  Vernon.  The  history  of 
the  picture  is  in  the  accompanying  note. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  5th,  1886. 
MRS.  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Vice-Regent  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association. 

Dear  Madam: — Want  of  opportunity  has  prevented  an  earlier 
reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ult.,  relative  to  the  engraving  of 
David  Rittenhouse,  now  in  my  possession,  and  formerly  the 
property  of  Gen.  George  Washington. 

Its  history  is  briefly  recorded  by  a  moth-eaten  slip  of  paper 
pasted  on  its  back,  from  which  I  transcribe,  viz.: 

"This  picture  was  presented  to  George  W.  Mowae,  Esq.,  by 
John  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  summer  1825." 

"  This  pictiire  belonged  to  Gen.  George  Washington,  and  was 
purchased  at  the  sale  of  his  effects  at  Mount  Vernon  the  20th 
July,  1802." 

Presented  to  William  Cleary,  Esq.,  by  Wallace  Mowae,  Esq., 
9th  July,  18 — .    The  year  of  presentation  to  William  Cleary,  my 
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father,  from  whom  the  picture  came  to  me  is  partially  obliterated, 
but  I  know  from  family  tradition,  that  it  came  into  his  possession 
more  than  fifty  years  ago. 

I  now  present  it  with  much  pleasure  through  you  to  your 
honored  Association,  assured  that  in  their  care  it  will  find  its 
proper  custodianship. 

I  venture  to  express  the  hope  that,  in  time,  your  Association 
will  receive,  in  a  similar  way,  the  many  souvenirs  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country  that  are  now  scattered  through  our  Republic,-  so 
that  future  generations  may  behold  the  surroundings  that  went 
to  adorn  and  make  smooth  the  inner  life  of  the  colossal  figure  of 
all  history. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding 
the  picture  to  Mount  Vernon. 

I  am.  Madam,  with  high  respect. 

Your  obd't  servant, 

JAMES  K.  CLEARY. 

Accepted  with  thanks. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Report  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  the  addition  of 
an  antique  mahogany  table  to  the  furniture  of  the  Library.    Also 
an  old  map  of  the  Province  of  New  York  in  1776.    And  an 
autograph  letter  of  Gen.  Washington  to  Gov.  Trumbull. 

Both  of  these  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Townsend,  Vice-Regent 
for  New  York. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW, 

V.  R.  for  Mass. 
Approved. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Report  of  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut 

By  order  of  Council  for  1885,  I  have  prepared  for  the  use  of 
Council  files  of  our  printed  Minutes  and  Reports,  and  also  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Record.  This  has  proved  a  difiicult  task,  but 
thanks  to  the  Vice-Regents  to  whom  I  have  written  for  missing 
numbers,  I  have  collected  a  large  proportion  of  the  back  num- 
bers of  the  Minutes.    Those  that  I  did  not  procure  I  have  filled 
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in  with  copies  by  type-writer.     It  is  an  awkward  volume,  but 
such  as  it  is,  I  offer  it  to  Council  for  acceptance. 

It  was  impossible  to  find  regular  files  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Record,  I  therefore  place  my  own  files  collected  some  years  ago, 
and  now  in  a  bound  volume,  in  the  hands  of  Council. 

To  the  Relic  Committee,  through  the  Chairman,  I  present  a 
letter  of  General  Washington,  in  frame. 

To  the  small  bed-room  on  the  upper  floor,  which  I  have  fur- 
nished, I  have  supplied  a  carpet,  a  quilt  and  curtains;  and  two 
antique  counterpanes  presented  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Miss  Hud- 
son, of  Washington,  D.  C. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

V.  R.  for  ConnecHctU. 

Approved  and  accepted  with  thanks  to  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Connecticut  for  her  gift  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Record  and  the 
complete  files  of  Reports  and  Minutes  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  reports  the  gift  of  a  large 
staff,  a  fac-simile  of  one  found  in  Gen.  Washington's  office,  pre- 
sented through  her  by  Mr.  Henry  Knickerbocker  Bradshajw,  to 
the  Mount  Vernon  Association. 

JUSTINE  V.   R.  TOWNSEND, 

Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 
Approved. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  the  District  of  Columbia  reports  having 
received  twenty  dollars  from  Miss  Coleman  of  Washington,  for 
the  Endowment  Fund. 

M.  T.  BARNES, 
F.  i?.  for  District  of  Columbia, 
Approved. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  has  supplied  some  additional 
furnishings  for  the  bed  in  General  Washington's  bed-chamber. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  has  kindly  presented  its  tester 
and  dimity  hangings.     Mrs.  Ball  has  deposited  temporarily  in  the 
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relic  case  in  the  banqueting  hall  an  antique  china  plate,  formerly 
the  property  of  General  Washington's  brother  Charles. 

EMMA  R.  BALL,  V.  R.  for  Virginia. 
Approved. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reports  as  a  personal  con- 
tribution to  her  room  a  set  of  white  dimity  curtains  for  window 
and  bedstead,  as  such  were  originally  used  in  this  room.  These 
curtains  are  antique  and  date  back  fifty  years.  Also  the  gift  from 
Miss  Deans,  a  great  grand-niece  of  Mrs.  (Gen.)  Washington,  of 
a  very  old  and  handsome  washstand,  a  family  relic,  which  is 
now  being  repaired  at  Zimmerman's  for  the  West  Virginia  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  deposits  in  care  of  the  Mansion  Com- 
mittee the  following  articles  of  furniture  that  have  been  placed 
in  her  room  to  be  removed  at  her  discretion,  or  that  of  her  son: 

An  arm-chair,  Chippendale,  brass  andirons  and  fender,  and 
a  fine  antique  English  engraving  of  "  Washington  delivering  the 
Farewell  Address,"  taken  from  the  portrait  that  was  painted  for 
the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

From  Mr.  Silas  Hosmer,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  have  been 
received  several  handsome  books  and  photographs  of  historic 
interest,  one  being  from  the  the  selectmen  of  Concord,  and  a 
poem  on  the  "  Minute  Man,"  by  Mrs.  Bates. 

From  Mr.  H.  S.  Howell,  of  Gait,  Ontario  County,  Canada,  a 
fine  photograph  of  a  bunch  of  keys  which  belonged  to  the 
interior  of  the  Bastile,  and  were  captured  at  the  time  the  prison 
fell.  The  original  keys  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Howell,  and 
have  remarkable  interest  The  Vice-Regent  hopes  that  Council 
will  officially  acknowledge  these  gifts  with  thanks. 

The  Vice-Regent  also  reports  contributions  of  beautiful 
flowers  for  decoration  of  the  tomb  on  the  22d  February  from 
Hon.  W.  L.  Wilson,  of  West  Virginia  and  the  Hon.  S.  Dibble, 
of  South  Carolina. 

From  Mrs.  Whitman,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  some  lovely  lilies 
for  the  decoration,  with  a  bouquet  from  Mrs.  Mitchell,  niece  of 
the  V.  R.  for  West  Virginia,  and  a  contribution  of  bunches  of 
immortelles  from  the  Vice-Regent  herself. 

E.  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Approved.  V.  R.  for  West  Virginia. 
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OHIO. 
Report  of  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  a  donation  to  the  Ohio  room 
from  Mr.  Henry  Probasco  of  Cincinnati,  of  what  he  considers 
the  original  plaster  cast  of  General  Washington  by  Houdon. 
Mr.  Probasco  got  it  from  Rev.  Kingston  Goddard,  who  inher- 
ited it  from  his  grandfather,  Paul  Beck  of  Philadelphia,  who 
obtained  it  from  Houdon. 

I  have  also  to  report  a  donation  from  Judge  Ricord  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  of  a  set  of  the  New  Jersey 
Archives,  containing  much  of  interest  relating  to  General  Wash- 
ington. I  have  also  the  promise  of  some  valuable  Washing- 
tonia  for  the  Library  from  friends  in  Ohio. 

ELIZABETH  LYTLE  BROADWELL, 
V.  /e.  for  Ohio. 
Approved. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  reports  collections  of  $173.09, 
now  deposited  in  bank.  She  has  placed  upon  the  walls  of  the 
west  parlor  the  following  engravings,  duplicates  of  pictures 
described  by  Lossing  as  hanging  upon  these  walls  during  Gen- 
eral Washington's  residence  at  Mount  Vernon: 

General  Washington,  oval  picture. 

Mrs.  General  Washington,  oval  picture. 

Head  of  General  Washington,  of  antique  date. 

General  and  Mrs.  Washington,  and  family. 

Two  pictures  of  General  de  Lafayette. 

Engraving  of  Louis  XVI  in  his  state  robes,  which  he  sent  to 
Gen.  Washington  in  1788. 

Some  more  recent  engravings  of  Washington  and  his  CJenerals. 

Lady  Washington  and  her  Court. 

The  V.  R.  has  also  found  one  sofa  and  four  chairs  of  antique 
design,  a  mahogany  pier  table  under  mirror,  three  English  vases 
for  mantel,  one  pair  gilt  candelabra  and  one  India  rug. 

MARY  T.  LEITER,  V.  R.  for  IlUtwis. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  reports  the  following  con- 
tributions: 
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From  the  school  children  of  Kalamazoo $  27.81 

"     Mrs.  Don  M.  Dickinson  (Detroit) 141 .00 

"     Mrs.  F.  Keeler,  East  Saginaw 15.00 

"      Mrs.  E.  C.  Smith  (Lansing) i  .00 

"     Mrs.  C.  J.  Willets  (St.  Louis) 3 .  82 

"      Mrs.  Angell  (Ann  Arbor) 5.00 

"      Mrs.  C.  J.,  Church  and  school  children  of 

Greenville     2 .  50 

Total    $196. 13 

The  contributions  of  Michigan  are  appropriated  to  the  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

The  Regent  explained  the  reasons  for  the  absence  of  Mrs. 
Woodward,  V.  R.  for  Kentucky,  and  the  great  regret  she  felt  in 
not  being  able  to  attend  Council,  as  she  had  fully  intended. 

The  Regent  also  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Ward,  Vice-Regent 
for  Kansas,  regretting  her  inability  to  be  present  at  Council. 

Reading  of  the  following  communication  from  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Maine: 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  begs  leave  to  present  to  Council 
a  special  report  upon  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  gift 
made  to  the  Endowment  Fund  by  her  father,  Mr.  John  Mussey. 

The  gift  was  made  in  December,  1871,  and  consisted  of  a 
bond  for  $500,  of  the  Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Co.,  bearing 
7  per  cent,  interest,  and  purchased  at  a  discount  of  $19,  which 
latter  sum  was  forwarded  in  cash  to  the  Regent.  The  interest 
was  duly  paid  until  a  financial  crisis  carried  away  this  investment 
with  many  larger  interests.  The  road  partially  recovered  and 
early  in  1883  called  in  its  bonds  and  issued  stock  to  their  holders 
at  50  per  cent.  With  authority  of  Council,  I  surrendered  the 
bond,  receiving  certificates  for  two  shares  and  script  for  a  half 
share.  By  permission  of  Council,  I  sold  the  script  at  the  highest . 
market  price,  put  the  money  in  a  savings  bank,  and  added  to  it 
from  time  to  time  the  small  dividends  paid  on  the  two  shares, 
hoping  to  purchase  a  third  share  at  the  then  low  price. 
Last  summer,  however,  the  road,  which  is  an  important  one,  was 
leased  by  a  trunk  line;  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  was  guaranteed, 
and  the  stock  has  risen  to  $125  per  share. 

Being  very  desirous  to  restore  this  gift  as  nearly  as  I  am  able 
to  its  first  generous  proportions,  I  decided  to  purchase  one  share. 
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which  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  $120,  from  a  personal  friend, 
who  made  the  discount  of  five  dollars  expressly  for  the  Associa- 
tion. The  money  in  bank  amounted  to  nearly  $80,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  purchase  money  (a  little  over  forty  dollars)  I 
have  supplied  from  my  own  purse,  hoping  that  Council  will 
regard  it  as  an  additional  token  of  the  good-will  to  the  Endow- 
ment Fund,  which  was  originally  expressed  by  my  father's  gift. 
The  Association  will  now  enter  upon  the  receipt  of  6  per  cent, 
interest  on  three  shares,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  very 
nearly  what  the  original  gift  would  earn  if  it  had  been  invested 
in  U.  S.  four  per  cents. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

Received  by  Council  with  thanks,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  report. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina  offered  the  following 
testimonial : 

With  the  most  unfeigned  regret  we  have  learned  of  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Secretary  of  Councils,  and  while  our  hearts  are 
filled  with  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  the  valuable  services  which  she 
has  so  faithfully  performed  for  fourteen  years,  we  would  recall 
the  inestimable  value  of  her  labors  to  the  Association.  When 
the  Council  reassembled  at  Mount  Vernon  after  the  war,  and  new 
elements  were  brought  together  for  the  first  time,  a  readjustment 
of  plans  in  every  department  of  labor  became  necessary,  a  per- 
manent Secretary  of  Councils  was  elected,  and  the  nomination  of 
Mrs.  Sweat  proved  a  wise  selection. 

To  a  clear  insight  and  experience  in  this  work,  she  brought  a 
rare  felicity  of  expression,  an  intelligent  energy  and  force,  and 
the  terseness  of  her  style  of  writing  made  her  reports  accurate  and 
interesting.  Fully  appreciating  the  importance  of  being  always 
present  at  the  annual  meeting,  we  all  know  the  onerous  duties 
which  devolved  on  her  for  weeks  after  the  adjournment  in  pre- 
paring the  reports  for  the  press. 

We  desire  to  express  to  our  colleague  our  fullest  recognition 
and  grateful  thanks  in  this  past  labor  of  love  to  our  Association, 


20  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1887. 

and  will  gladly  welcome  her  to  the  board  as  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Maine. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina, 

Approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  report. 


Reports  of  Committees  presented. 

COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

The  Committee  on  Mansion  reported.  After  a  careful  inquiry 
and  examination,  your  committee  is  happy  to  report  that  the 
painting  of  the  mansion  and  of  the  two  adjoining  buildings  has 
been  well  and  thoroughly  done  according  to  the  orders  of  last 
Council. 

The  roofs  were  painted  by  order  of  the  Regent.  The  light- 
ning-rods, formerly  of  galvanized  iron,  were  removed  and  re- 
placed by  new  rods  of  copper. 

The  committee  recommends  restoring  the  green  blind  shut- 
ters on  the  river  front,  second  story;  there  is  now  but  one  shutter 
remaining.  The  register  in  the  banquet  hall  must  be  repaired, 
the  renovation  in  Sarah's  house  completed,  the  steps  of  the  gar- 
den-house mended,  and  the  wall  and  fireplace  in  the  state  kitchen 
restored.    The  mansion  will  then  be  in  complete  order. 

N.  W.  HALSTED,  Chairman. 
M.  W.  BARNES. 

Approved  and  accepted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TOMB. 

This  committee  would  report  the  condition  of  the  tomb  as 
greatly  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  earth  from  the  top  of  the 
vault  and  by  the  covering  of  the  entire  arch  of  the  vault  with 
Portland  cement  On  either  side  of  the  brick  arch,  the  brick- 
work was  found  to  be  crumbling;  this  was  rebuilt,  and  the  result 
had  been  most  satisfactory.  The  interior  of  the  vault  remains 
intact  The  work  on  the  vault  has  entirely  removed  the  mould 
and  dampness  in  the  interior  of  the  tomb.  We  would  suggest 
to  Council  to  place  an  iron  grating  on  the  pavement  in  front  of 
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the  gates  to  the  tomb.  Also  according  to  instruction  of  Council, 
the  decorations  of  tomb,  on  February  22d,  were  beautifully  car- 
ried out  by  Mrs.  Washington,  a  member  of  Tomb  Committee. 
The  restoration  of  the  old  tomb,  committed  by  resolution  of 
Council  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan,  has  been  admirably 
executed.    We  refer  you  to  her  report  for  full  details  of  the  work. 

L.  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 
ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON. 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 
Accepted  and  approved. 

An  appropriation  for  iron  grating  asked  for  was  g^nted  by 
Council  at  an  approximate  cost  of  forty  dollars. 

OLD  TOMB. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  is  happy  to  report  that  the 
work  upon  the  old  tomb  has  been  completed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  Research  was  made  to  obtain  accurate  information 
regarding  the  original  tomb,  and  the  restoration  was  made  so  as 
to  reproduce  a  fac-simile  of  the  tomb  in  which  Washington's 
remains  rested  for  thirty-one  years.  This  work  was  done  at  a 
cost  of  $258,  the  amount  having  been  contributed  last  year. 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE, 

V,  R.  for  Michigan, 

Approved. 

After  discussion  upon  some  means  of  preserving  the  stone  of 
the  old  tomb  from  crumbling,  the  following  resolution  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina: 

The  Chairman  of  the  Tomb  Committee  would  suggest  to  Coun- 
cil to  authorize  Mrs.  Rathbone  and  Mr.  Dodge  to  enter  into  cor- 
respondence with  reference  to  the  preservation  of  the  face  of  the 
old  tomb,  and  also  to  authorize  the  necessary  appropriation  to 
apply  the  paraffine  or  other  material  used,  the  approximate  esti- 
mate of  which  is  twenty-six  dollars  ($26). 

L.  H.  WALKER, 

Chairman  Com.  on  Tomb. 
Approved. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 
The  Library  Committee  report  the  following  additions; 

1.  The  Archives  of  New  Jersey,  presented  by  Judge  Ricord. 

2.  A  bound  Collection  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Record,  arranged  by 
Mrs.  Richardson,  V.  R.  of  Louisiana. 

3.  The  Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington  by  W.  S.  Baker. 

4.  The  Character  Portraits  of  Washington,  by  W.  S.  Baker. 
These  last  two  were  presented  by  the  author  through  the  Regent 

5.  The  Minute  Man,  presented  by  Miss  Bates  of  Concord, 
Mass.,  through  Mrs.  Washington. 

6.  Opening  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  19th  April,  1775, 
presented  by  the  Selectmen  of  Concord,  Mass.,  through  Mrs. 
Washington.  This  last  is  a  fac-«imile  collection  of  old  wood- 
cuts. 

7.  De  Toner's  address  on  The  Monuments  erected  to  Wash- 
ington. 

The  books  on  tlie  Library  shelves  are  all  found  in  good  con- 
dition. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  the  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois 
made  the  following  report: 

I  came  to  Mt.  Vernon  March  22d,  and  found  the  grounds, 
walks  and  roads  in  good  order. 

The  grass  seemed  dead,  and  upon  inquiry,  I  found  the  wire 
grass  had  attained  such  strength  as  to  quite  overrun  the  blue 
grass.  The  Superintendent  informed  me  that  this  was  the  result 
of  poverty  of  soil;  in  some  places  the  roots  seemed  quite  dead. 
I  request  Council  to  authorize  me  to  purchase  proper  fertilizers 
for  the  lawn.  On  the  i  ith  April,  I  came  again  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
and  went  especially  over  the  grounds  with  the  Superintendent. 
Mr.  Dodge  drew  my  attention  to  the  removal  of  stumps  from  the 
lawn,  which  had  always  prevented  its  being  properly  mown, 
endangering  the  lawn  mower  and  causing  extreme  annoyance. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1887.  23 

The  trees  had  been  shorn  of  their  dead  members,  and  other  dead 
trees  had  been  removed,  much  improving  the  appearance  of  the 
grounds. 

M.  T.  LEITER, 
Acting  Chairman  Committee  on  Trees  and  Shrubs. 
Approved. 

Regent  having  explained  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  that 
these  purchases  were  made  by  the  Superintendent,  this  request 
was  withdrawn. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  received  from  Mr.  Silas 
Hosmer  of  Concord,  Mass.,  a  powder  horn  used  at  Valley  Forge, 
as  a  contribution  to  the  collection  of  relics;  also  a  piece  of  the 
wood  of  one  of  the  piers  of  the  old  North  Bridge,  over  which  the 
Minute  Men  charged  during  the  battle. 

The  Vice-Regent  individually  deposits  in  the  care  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association  a  piece  of  the  outer  coffin  of  Gen. 
Washington,  which,  being  decayed,  was  substituted  by  a  new  one 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  remains  from  the  old  tomb  to 
the  new  one,  and  the  pieces  of  the  old  wood  were  distributed  to 
members  of  the  family.  Also  the  eye-glass  used  by  General 
Washington,  and  presented  by  him  to  his  nephew  anfl  private 
secretary,  Robert  Lewis,  grandfather  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  West 
Virginia;  also  a  round  table  handsomely  carved,  belonging  to  the 
set  of  furniture  brought  from  Eltham,  from  the  room  in  which 
young  John  Custis  died,  a  room  frequently  occupied  by  Wash- 
ington during  his  visits  to  Col.  Bassett,  brother-in-law  of  Mrs. 
Washington. 

These  articles  are  deposited  in  care  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association,  by  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Connecticut  has  kindly  presented  an  auto- 
graph of  Gen.  Washington,  prettily  framed  in  oak,  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  collection  of  relics,  which  is  gratefully  acknowledged 
by  the  chairman  of  Relic  Committee. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
MARY  T.  BARNES. 

Accepted  and  approved. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  GREENHOUSE  AND  GARDEN. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Council,  that  after  a  careful 
examination  of  greenhouse  and  g^dens,  I  find  everything  in 
excellent  order  and  prosperous,  so  far  as  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  from  the  character  of  the  present  aK>liances.  Mr.  Whelan, 
the  gardener,  continues  thorough  in  his  attention  and  work  in  his 
department  I  beg  to  impress  strongly  on  Council  the  necessity 
of  adding  a  forcing  or  propagating  house  in  which  plants  may 
receive  better  culture.  I  would  also  suggest  the  using  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  present  house  as  a  grapery,  which  would  not  at  all 
interfere  with  the  storing  therein  of  the  large  decorative  plants 
now  in  use  on  the  lawn  and  elsewhere  on  the  groHnds.  The  Vice- 
Regent  for  Maine,  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  presented  last  year  the 
following  beautiful  plants:  2  Camellia  Japonicas,  2  Seaforthia 
elegans,  i  Corypha  Australis. 

The  chairman  of  this  committee  also  desires  Council  to  make 
an  appropriation  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  for  a 
forcing  house,  estimates  to  be  submitted  to  and  decided  upon  by 
Regent  in  interregnum  of  Council. 

L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  approved. 


REPORT  OF  THE  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman,  Mrs.  Eve,  Mrs.  Walker 
received  from  Mrs.  Washington  most  interesting  old  letters  in 
reference  to  the  building  of  the  vault  and  the  removal  of  the 
bodies  from  the  old  tomb  to  the  vault.  These  letters  are  depos- 
ited by  Mrs.  Washington  in  the  Superintendent's  safe. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 
A.  W.  CHACE. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  best  of  our  ability  and  according  to  our  understanding 
of  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  Constitution  of  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union,  we  have  drawn  up  these 
By-Laws  to  be  acted  upon  by  Council,  following  the  former 
ones  with  only  such  alterations  as  we  think  advisable. 
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Our  duty  is  ended  when  our  work  is  laid  before  tEe  Regent 
and  Council. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 

L.  H.  WALKER, 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GUIDE-BOOK. 

I  desire  to  state  that  Miss  Johnson  appeared  before  Council 
when  the  Regent  signed  her  contract,  giving  her  an  extension 
of  five  years,  from  1888  to  1893.  Miss  Johnson  asks  that  the 
Vice-Regents  will  furnish  her  with  such  additions  or  alterations 
as  they  may  desire  made,  and  at  as  early  a  date  as  convenient, 
as  she  leaves  for  Europe  in  a  short  time. 

L.  H.  PICKENS, 
JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 
Accepted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  examined  with  care  the  financial 
statement  and  all  bills  of  the  Regent  for  the  past  year,  with 
vouchers  for  the  same,  and  has  found  them  entirely  correct 

They  have  also  compared  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  Super- 
intendent and  purser  of  the  boat,  and  report  them  as  entirely 
correct  and  satisfactory. 

The  total  amount  on  hand,  as  reported  by  our  Treasurer  is: 

Balance  from  interest  on  Endowment  Fund.  .$3,337-54 

Amount  from  Boat 6,863 .49 

Amount  through  Superintendent 1,467. 17 

Amount  from  Photographer 700.00 

Total $12,368.^0 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  upon  estimates 
presented: 

To  the  House  Committee  for  new  tin  gutters 

on  Mansion  and  outbuildings $  200.00 

Shingles  and  nails,  etc 100.00 

Labor    100.00 

Wire  Fences   3SO-oo 
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Painting   150.00 

Cementing  cellar  and  ceiling,  etc 50.00 

2  good  farm  horses 350.00 

Making  and  grading  road 500.00 

Pay  Roll 5,406.00 

Expenses  of  Council 160.00 

The  appropriation  made  last  year  for  wire  fencing  was  not 
used. 

The  appropriation  of  $150  made  by  last  Council  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  horse  was  returned. 

Council  has  also  voted  for  the  new  rose  house  asked  by  the 
Chairman  of  Garden  Committee,  a  sum  not  less  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars  and  not  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

The  committee  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  satisfaction 
with  the  clear  and  admirable  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent 
has  kept  his  accounts. 

A.  E.  CHACE, 
E.  R.  BALL, 
J.  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
J.  M.  RICHARDSON. 
Aiq)roved. 

A  Secretary  was  elected,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Richardson,  who  kindly  filled  the  office  during  the  first  part  of 
the  session.  Mrs.  Howard  Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New 
York,  was  elected  and  she  accepted  for  this  year  only. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  moves  that  the  Council 
consider  and  decide  upon  the  question  of  purchase  of  the  lot  of 
land  offered  to  the  Association  last  year,  and  which  Council  by 
vote  approved  and  authorized  the  Regent  to  conclude. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON. 

After  some  discussion  of  the  legal  power  of  this  Association 
to  purchase  real  estate,  the  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina 
moved  that  we  request  the  Regent  to  take  necessary  steps  to 
secure  for  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  a  protective  policy 
from  the  Virginia  Legislature  against  any  encroachments  from 
railroad  corporations  on  their  estate. 

Seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

Adopted. 
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Mrs.  Rathbone  made  the  motion  that  the  Regent  be  empow- 
ered to  obtain  from  the  Virginia  Legislature  a  charter  right  to 
purchase  land  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  estate  from 
outside  encroachments. 

Seconded  by  Mrs.  Washington,  and  motion  approved  and 
adopted. 

Motion  made  by  Mrs.  Pickens  that  the  decision  in  regard  to 
the  purchase  of  thirty-three  and  a  half  acres  of  land  be  left  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Regent  after  taking  counsel  with  the  Ad- 
visory Board  and  the  Treasurer.    Seconded  by  Mrs.  Chace. 

Approved  by  Council. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  last  Council,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  West  Vii^nia  communicated  with  Colonel  Lewis,  the 
grandson  of  Nellie  Custis,  as  to  the  necessary  restoration  of  her 
monument  near  the  Tomb  of  Washington.  The  Vice-Regent 
received  from  him  the  full  authority  to  use  her  own  discretion  in 
having  the  work  properly  done. 

This  has  been  acted  upon,  and  after  consultation  with  the 
Superintendent,  the  work  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bur- 
gess, who  has  recently  completed  it  in  an  excellent  manner,  at  a 
charge  of  twenty-five  dollars,  which  will  be  paid  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
brother  of  Col.  Lewis,  as  soon  as  he  receives  the  bill  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  him  since  my  arrival  here. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON. 

Captain  Blake  appeared  before  Council,  asking  for  a  renewal 
of  his  contract  for  five  additional  years,  from  June  ist,  1888,  when 
the  present  one  expires,  to  June  ist,  1893.  He  proposes  to  run 
another  boat,  making  a  second  trip  during  the  day. 

Accepted. 

The  Regent  signed  the  new  contract  of  Miss  Johnson  for 
guide-book,  giving  an  extension  of  five  years  until  1893. 

The  Regent  presented  the  Vice-Regents  with  the  amount  of 
their  travelling  expenses. 

The  Regent  made  no  changes  in  the  Committees,  excepting 
by  adding  to  the  Garden  Committee  the  names  of  Mrs.  Sweat 
and  Mrs.  Rathbone. 
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A  del^^tion  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of  America  of 
Pennsylvania,  headed  by  Mr.  Weand,  their  State  Secretary  and 
Commander  of  Philadelphia  Commandery  No.  4,  visited  Mount 
Vernon,  and  was  presented  to  the  Regent,  whose  State  they  rep- 
resented, and  also  to  the  other  Vice-Regents. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Turner,  editor  of  a  Washington  newspaper, 
was  read,  in  which  he  stated  that  having  heard  Mount  Vernon 
would  be  made  free  to  the  public  when  the  Endowment  Fund 
should  have  reached  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
but  five  thousand  dollars  more  are  needed  to  consummate  the 
amount,  he  would  volunteer,  through  the  medium  of  his  paper, 
to  raise  the  additional  needed  sum  for  that  purpose. 

The  Secretary  was  ordered  to  answer  the  letter.  She  informed 
Mr.  Turner  of  the  mistake  under  which  he  labored  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  and  assured  him  that  so  soon 
as  the  sum  should  warrant  it,  none  would  be  more  happy  than 
the  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  to  open  the  place 
free  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Dodge  also  read  a  letter  from  General  Eaton,  of  Illinois, 
in  reference  to  the  Deer  Park,  which  he  had  heard  was  to  be 
restored.  He  offered  to  assist  the  Association  in  this  new  work, 
by  his  advice,  having  a  large  and  valuable  experience. 

This  offer  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  Regent  read  extracts  from  a  letter  from  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Delaware,  stating  that  she  is  now  writing  an  account  of  the 
work  done  in  her  State  before  a  Vice-Regent  was  appointed. 
She  enclosed  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Dupont,  who  sends  twenty 
dollars,  in  addition  to  previous  sums,  toward  further  improve- 
ments in  the  Delaware  room. 

Council  has  voted  a  new  rose  house,  asked  by  the  Chairman 
of  Garden  Committee,  being  urgently  desired  by  the  gardener  as 
almost  indispensable. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  returned  sev- 
enty-five dollars  ($75)  to  be  given  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Mrs.  Leiter,  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois,  returned  the  travelling 
expenses  for  last  year,  to  be  given  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

Mrs.  Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  returned  her 
travelling  expenses,  eighteen  dollars  ($18),  to  be  g^ven  to.  the 
Endowment  Fund. 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  donated  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars  ($50)  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 
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Miss  Coleman,  of  Washington,  presented  through  Mrs.  Barnes, 
Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia,  twenty  dollars  to  the 
Endowment  Fund. 

Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  presented  from 
the  school  children  of  New  Orleans  the  sum  of  $25.17  for  painting 
the  summer  house,  and  for  the  Endowment  Fund  the  remaining 
three  dollars  collected. 

Miss  Longfellow,  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts,  returned  her 
travelling  expenses,  thirty  dollars  ($30),  to  be  used  in  building 
the  rose  house. 

The  Regent  signed  the  books  of  Superintendent  in  presence 
of  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  made  the  following  resolution: 

That  Council  presents  its  thanks  to  the  Regent  for  her  ser- 
vices as  our  presiding  officer,  and  congratulates  her  upon  the 
promptness  and  efficiency  with  which  she  has  conducted  its 
deliberations.  It  would  also  testify  its  appreciation  of  her  con- 
stant and  faithful  attention  to  the  interests  of  Mount  Vernon 
during  interim  of  Councils.  Also  resolved  that  the  sincere 
thanks  of  Council  be  tendered  to  our  Secretaries  and  especially 
to  our  Secretary-elect,  who  has  most  admirably  discharged  the 
duties  6i  a  laborious  and  difficult  office. 

Whilst  sorrow  has  entered  this  year  among  the  members  of 
our  Board,  to  whom  we  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy,  it  is,  never- 
theless, with  g^titude  and  pleasure  that  we  send  forth  to  the 
public  our  Annual  Report  of  1887 — sl  year  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered by  us  as  that  of  our  greatest  proq)erity. 

It  has  been  a  long-cheri§hed  plan  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  to  restore  that  beautiful  feature  of  Washington's 
Home — ^the  Deer  Park — and  by  the  munificent  gift  of  the  sons 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Campbell,  our  venerated  colleague,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Missouri,  we  are  enabled  to  carry  out  this  most 
desired  project 

Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  Council,  Mr.  Jay  Gould  vis- 
ited Mt  Vernon,  and  observing  an  adjoining  piece  of  land  much 
needed  for  the  protection  of  the  estate,  and  which  the  ladies 
were  striving  to  procure,  he  at  once  offered  to  present  it  to  the 
Association.    The  Record  of  this  year's  prosperity  has  been  com- 
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pleted  by  this  noble  gift.  We  may  venture  to  hope  that  such 
examples  of  generosity  will  be  imitated,  and  thus  so  increase 
our  means  as  to  enable  us  to  restore  this  sacred  spot  to  its  orig- 
inal beauty  and  high  cultivation. 

Council  adjourned  until  Thursday,  May  loth,  1888,  after  a 
session  of  five  days. 

JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 

Secretary  of  Councils, 
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REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  May  loth,  1888. 


Regent  presiding.    The  following  ladies  were  present: 

Regent,  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Macalester  Laughton,  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  Torrisdale,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  Mrs.  Chace, 
Rhode  Island;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs.  Barnes,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mich- 
llgan;  Miss  Longfellow,  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Con- 
necticut; Mrs.  Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Eve,  Georgia;  Mrs. 
Leiter,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Ward,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Woodward,  Kentucky; 
Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Ball,  Virginia;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Washington, 
West  Virginia. 

Council  opened  the  sesions  with  devotional  exercises. 

Sessions  appointed — 9.30  A.  M.  to  11.30;  2  P.  M.  to  3;  4.30 
P.  M.  to  7;  8  P.  M.  to  10. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  last  Council. 

Mrs.  Townsend,  the  present  Secretary,  having  insisted  upon 
resigning,  greatly  to  the  regret  of  Council,  Mrs.  Hudson  was 
elected  Secretary. 

REGENTS  REPORT. 

Ladies: — Our  reunion  this  year  is  shadowed  by  the  recent 
death  of  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  our  Board,  Mrs.  Comegys, 
Vice-Regent  for  Delaware,  who  was  also  one  of  its  most  stead- 
fast and  earnest  workers  in  the  early  days  of  the  Association, 
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when  every  effort  was  being  made  for  the  purchase  of  Mount 
Vernon,  and  later,  for  its  maintenance  in  the  trying  years  of 
struggle  and  discouragement  that  we  experienced  during  the 
war.  I  well  remember  her  at  the  small  Council  held  in  Wash- 
ington in  1864 — when  only  the  Vice-Regents  for  New  York, 
Miss  Hamilton;  for  New  Jersey,  Miss  Ogden;  for  Maine,  Mrs. 
Lyttle;  for  Wisconsin,  Mrs.  Mitchell;  Pennsylvania,  myself;  and 
District  of  Columbia,  Mrs.  Riggs,  were  present,  and  when  the 
question  was  earnestly  agitated  by  some  of  the  ladies  as  to 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper,  and  indeed  necessary,  to  request 
the  Government  to  take  charge  of  Mount  Vernon,  as  the  Asso- 
ciation was,  virtually,  without  funds  for  its  support,  our  boat 
having  been  taken  for  use  of  the  Government,  how  bravely  and 
firmly  she  opposed  any  such  proceeding,  and  how  much  weight 
her  words  carried.  We  stood  together  in  that  most  important 
discussion,  which  decided  the  fate  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  it  was 
always  a  strong  and  loving  bond.  She  has  passed  from  us  now, 
but  it  is  well  that  in  these  more  prosperous  days  of  our  Asso- 
ciation we  should  not  forget  the  memories  that  cluster  around 
the  older  members,  whose  exertions  and  anxieties  were,  for 
many  years,  incessant,  and  who  never  wearied  in  their  labor  of* 
love.  To  the  last,  Mrs.  Comegys  thought  of  Mount  Vernon, 
and  had  prepared  for  the  room  furnished  by  her  State,  some 
articles  that  have  been  forwarded  since  her  death,  by  her 
daughter,  and  placed  as  she  desired  them  to  be,  by  me. 

It  is  also  my  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  W. 
Corcoran,  one  of  our  Advisory  Committee,  who  rarely  failed  to 
come  to  Mount  Vernon  to  greet  us  at  our  annual  Council,  and 
to  express  his  interest  in  our  work. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  prosperity  for  Mount 
Vernon.  The  beautiful  restoration  of  the  Deer  Park  by  the 
Messrs.  Campbell  of  St.  Louis,  sons  of  our  late  valued  colleague 
for  Missouri,  which  I  at  last  Council  had  the  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce to  you  had  been  undertaken  by  them  (and  their  cheque 
for  $3,000,  received  in  advance),  has  been  successfully  accom- 
plished, and  by  the  further  kindness  of  these  gentlemen,  the  Park 
has  been  stocked  with  choice  deer,  and  a  shelter-house  for  them 
built  at  an  additional  cost  of  $308.04.  The  Messrs.  Campbell, 
untiring  in  their  interest  and  in  generosity  to  Mount  Vernon, 
have  also  presented  to  us  a  pair  of  Tripods,  whose  history,  fully 
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verified  by  the  papers  that  accompanied  them,  is  most  interesting. 
They  originally  belonged  to  General  and  Mrs.  Washington,  and 
were  in  use  in  one  of  the  lower  rooms — ^probably  the  Banquet 
Hall  at  Mount  Vernon.  When  Dr.  William  Thornton,  an  old 
friend  of  General  Washington  (by  whom  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Commissioners  to  lay  out  the  Federal  City),  came  to  visit 
him,  bringing  his  bride,  the  General  and  Mrs.  Washington 
requested  him  to  select  something  as  a  wedding  gift,  and  Mrs. 
Thornton  at  once  suggested  that  a  memento  from  the  Mansion 
would  be  very  precious,  and  chose  the  Tripods  that  now,  after 
all  these  many  years,  have,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Messrs. 
Campbell,  been  restored  to  their  old  home.  Mrs.  Thornton  pre- 
sented them  to  her  husband's  niece,  Miss  Adelaide  Talbot,  and 
they  remained  in  the  possession  of  that  family  until  the  death  of 
Miss  Mary  Talbot  (presimiably  the  last  member  of  it),  when  they 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  executor  of  the  Talbot  estate 
into  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Murphy,  President  of  Gron- 
zaga  College,  Washington,  and  from  him  to  Dr.  McGurk,  his 
successor  in  office,  from  whom  they  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  by  the  Messrs.  Campbell,  who  have  thus 
given  to  Mount  Vernon  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight, 
four-one-hundredths  dollars. 

Of  Mr.  Jay  Gould's  liberal  gift  of  the  thirty-three  and  one-half 
acres  of  land  adjoining  Mount  Vernon — ^the  tract  that  we  all  so 
fully  realized  the  importance  of  acquiring — ^you  have  already  been 
informed  by  the  report  of  1887,  it  was  made  almost  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Council.  The  price  paid  for  it 
was  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  we  feel  that  our 
ownership  of  it  is  a  great  protection  against  many  possible 
annoyances. 

It  is,  indeed,  most  gratifying  to  note  the  increasing  interest 
that  is  being  developed  in  Mount  Vernon,  and  such  generous 
benefactions  as  those  received  from  these  gentlemen  will,  we  may 
hope,  induce  many  others  to  contribute  means  to  beautify  and 
preserve  this  sacred  place. 

I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  gift,  since  last 
Council,  from  Mrs.  Fairchild,  wife  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, of  a  very  interesting  relic — ^the  published  official  programme 
of  General  Washington's  Funeral,  which  had  been  presented  to 
her  by  Miss  Varick,  it  having  been  among  the  papers  of  Colonel 
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Richard  Varick,  Recording  Secretary  to  General  Washington. 
Mrs.  Fairchild  had  it  appropriately  framed,  and  in  compliance 
with  her  request,  it  has  been  placed  in  the  room  furnished  by 
New  York. 

From  Mrs.  Mary  Sterling  Payne,  of  Hopkinsville,  Kentucky, 
I  have  received  for  Mount  Vernon,  a  most  interesting  collection 
of  letters  from  members  of  the  Lewis  and  Washington  family. 
Among  them  one  from  Nelly  Custis  Lewis,  two  from  her  hus- 
band (General  Washington's  nephew),  Lawrence  Lewis,  one  from 
Bushrod  Washington,  and  one  from  Major  George  Lewis, 
brother  to  Lawrence  Lewis,  who  was  General  Washington's 
nephew  and  namesake,  and  commander  of  his  life  guard.  These 
letters  are  addressed  to  Mrs.  Payne's  grandfather,  Gabriel  Lewis 
and  his  brother,  Warner  Washington  Lewis.  With  these  Mrs. 
Payne  also  sends  a  very  curious  and  valuable  Revolutionary 
relic,  being  a  receipt  signed  by  James  Monroe,  quartermaster  in 
the  Continental  Army  (afterward  President)  for  two  horses  im- 
pressed from  Colonel  Fielding  Lewis,  General  Washington's 
cousin  and  brother-in-law  (Mrs.  Payne's  great-great-grandfather) 
to  assist  in  forwarding  the  baggage  and  artillery  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  We  cannot  fail  to  warmly 
appreciate  the  generous  patriotism  that  induced  Mrs.  Payne  to 
offer  these  valuable  letters  as  a  gift  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  report  of  our  Superintendent  will  give  you  every  detail  as 
to  the  management  of  the  estate,  and  of  the  various  restorations 
and  repairs  that  have  been  accomplished  during  the  year,  and 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  repeat  my  cordial  appreciation  of  his 
intelligent  and  devoted  discharge  of  all  the  duties  that  devolve 
upon  him. 

Our  financial  affairs,  as  you  will  learn  more  fully  from  the 
report  of  Mr.  Riggs,  our  Treasurer,  and  from  my  itemized  state- 
ment of  disbursements,  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

We  have  been  able  to  meet  our  current  expenses  by  the 
receipts  from  the  boat,  and  sales  on  the  place,  and  also  make  the 
various  restorations,  and  expenditures  ordered  by  last  Council, 
with  the  addition  of  only  $333.93,  from  balance  of  income  of  our 
Endowment  Fund. 

The  subject  of  a  threatened  railroad  from  Alexandria  to  Mount 
Vernon,  which  was  brought  to  our  notice  at  the  last  Council, 
seemed  to  me  so  important,  that  I  wrote  to  Governor  Lee  on  the 
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subject.  He  replied  very  promptly  and  with  his  unfailing  kind- 
ness and  consideration  towards  our  Association;  he  used  his 
influence  successfvilly  to  have  the  bill  so  amended  as  to  protect 
Mount  Vernon  from  any  danger  of  encroachment.  I  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  reading  to  you  our  correspondence  on  the  subject. 
I  had  hoped  that  we  might  have  the  pleasure  of  expressing  per- 
sonally to  Governor  Lee  our  appreciation  of  his  interest  in  Mount 
Vernon,  but  his  engagements  prevented  him  from  visiting  us 
at  this  time.  He,  however,  expresses  the  hope  of  doing  so  at 
our  next  Council. 

With  earnest  thankfulness  for  the  prosperity  that  has  marked 
this  year  of  the  history  of  our  Association,  and  praying  God's 
blessing  to  direct  our  deliberations,  and  rest  upon  us, 
I  am  your  friend  and  Regent, 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON, 
Regent  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 

May,  1888. 


SUMMARY  OF  AND  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT 

OF  MR.  DODGE,  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 

MOUNT  VERNON. 

"  Prominently  in  the  forefront  of  all  that  has  been  done  for 
Mount  Vernon  during  the  last  twelvemonth,  stand  the  two  great 
gifts,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  overestimated.  I  refer 
of  course  to  the  restoration  of  General  Washington's  Deer  Park 
by  the  sons  of  the  late  Mrs.  Robert  Campbell,  Vice-Regent  for 
Missouri,  and  the  valuable  gift  of  thirty-three  and  a  half  (33^) 
acres  by  Mr.  Jay  Gould,  of  New  York. 

"  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  minutely  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  Mr.  Gould's  visit  and  generous  act,  as  the  story  has 
already  been  recited  so  often.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  by  the 
acquirement  of  this  important  tract  of  land,  the  homestead  is 
protected  against  threatened  dangerous  intrusion  from  that  direc- 
tion, and  a  very  useful  as  well  as  ornamental  extension  of  the 
grounds  is  afforded.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  Mr. 
Gould  for  his  timely  beneficence. 

"  The  details  of  the  restoration  of  the  Deer  Park  above  alluded 
to,  will  serve  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  which 


8  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1888. 

occupied  my  earnest  attention  during  the  better  part  of  the  last 
season. 

"  The  wooded  hillside  between  the  Mansion  and  the  river  and 
extending  the  length  of  the  old  brick  wall  below  the  terrace  (an 
area  of  about  seven  acres)  the  original  site  of  General  Wash- 
ington's *  Deer  Paddock/  as  he  called  it,  was  suitably  enclosed. 

"  The  plans  which  have  been  entrusted  to  me  were  the  outcome 
of  much  correspondence  and  research  with  parties  having  had 
experience  with  the  subject.  To  Judge  Caton  of  Illinois,  I  am 
chiefly  indebted  for  his  valuable  information,  and  upon  which  the 
work  was  based.  All  the  plans  with  estimates  and  drawings 
were  first  submitted  to  the  Regent,  and  as  corrected  and  ap- 
proved by  her,  the  work  was  carried  on  to  completion. 

"  Upon  the  brick  wall  which  had  been  rebuilt  in  1886,  it  was 
necessary  to  place  a  heavy  stone  coping  to  receive  the  iron  fence 
which  would  form  the  upper  boundary  of  the  park.  The  Poto- 
mac blue  stone  was  used  for  this  prupose,  and  was  substantially 
set  by  Mr.  Burgess  and  his  assistants. 

"The  style  of  iron  fence  was  selected  for  simplicity  and 
strength.  It  is  five  feet  high  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  (750) 
feet  long,  and  was  constructed  and  placed  in  position  by  the  Old 
Dominion  Iron  Works  of  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

"Around  the  other  sides  of  the  Park,  a  strong  stockade  of 
locust  posts  and  Georgia  pine  lumber  was  built  by  Mr.  H.  K. 
Bradshaw.  This  stockade  is  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
(1637)  feet  long  and  ten  (10)  feet  high. 

"A  suitable  granary  and  shelter  house  was  added.  It  is 
roofed  with  red  slate  cut  after  the  shape  of  the  shingles  on  the 
Mansion.  Connected  with  it  by  a  system  of  gateways  are  a 
number  of  pens  arranged  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the  herd 
when  desired.  ^ 

"  The  Park  is  supplied  with  spring  water  and  contains  a  great 
variety  of  trees,  vines,  shrubs  and  weeds,  all  of  which  afford 
abundant  nutritious  food  to  the  deer  and  keep  them  in  excellent 
condition. 

**  In  selecting  the  deer  wherewith  to  stock  the  Park,  great  care 
was  exercised  to  secure  the  best  types.  As  a  result  there  are 
now  nine  in  the  Park — six  fine  does  from  "  Druid  Hill  Park," 
Baltimore,  a  buck  and  doe  from  Franklin,  Tennessee,  and  a  buck 
from  the  Adirondacks,  all  thriving  well.     I  have  engaged  three 
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more  deer  from  the  Adirondack  region,  but  they  have  not  yet 
arrived. 

"  The  entire  expense  of  enclosing  the  Park  and  stocking  it  with 
deer  was  borne  by  the  Messrs.  Campbell.  (The  Regent  has 
received  their  checks  aggregating  $3,308.04.") 

The  reconstruction  of  the  old  road  leading  from  the  Mansion 
to  the  lodge  gate,  a  distance  of  about  1200  yards,  has  been  com- 
pleted. A  work  of  great  difficulty,  owing  to  the  varied  char- 
acter of  its  soil,  red  clay,  loose  gravel,  sand,  blue  and  yellow  clay. 
Steep  descents  and  ravines  present  difficulties  not  easily  over- 
come, but  the  result  of  much  labor  is  a  good  road. 

The  Superintendent  also  reports  extensive  repairs  to  Mansion 
and  adjoining  buildings.  The  cellars  have  been  drained  and 
cemented  in  several  of  the  buildings,  and  fresh  paint  and  white- 
wash have  been  applied  where  needed. 

"  The  old  fences  had  rotted  and  fallen  away,  allowing  the  fox- 
hunters  and  the  live  stock  of  neighboring  farmers,  easy  en- 
trance at  almost  any  point.  To  effectually  prevent  further  tres- 
passing, a  stout  fence,  composed  of  locust  posts  and  barbed  wire, 
was  carefully  built.  It  is  five  (5)  feet  high  and  extends  from  the 
bay  shore  of  *  Little  Hunting  Creek '  around  to  the  head  of  the 
impassable  swamp  below  the  wharf,  a  distance  of  about  twelve 
thousand  (12,000)  feet  over  all.  To  guard  against  any  possible 
accident  to  stock  by  reason  of  their  venturing  to  pass  between 
the  posts  without  seeing  the  wire,  a  line  of  rails  or  fencing 
boards  was  nailed  on  the  posts  just  below  the  top  wire.  This 
method  is  effectual." 

The  silo  proves  successful,  the  stock  feeding  and  thriving  well 
upon  it.  The  lawns  and  crops  begin  to  show  the  improvement 
due  to  thorough  composting,  but  there  remains  still  much  to  be 
done,  owing  to  the  greatly  impoverished  condition  of  the  soil. 
The  present  endeavor  being  to  raise  clover  with  the  view  of 
plowing  it  under,  thereby  rendering  a  permanent  improvement, 
crops  of  com  and  grass  are  now  raised  only  on  such  land  as  the 
limited  supply  of  compost  can  cover. 

There  are  six  milch  cows  on  the  estate,  and  the  heifer  Lady 
Washington.  These  are  Ayrshire,  and  the  milk  is  sold  to  vis- 
itors, bringing  in  last  year  $427.  There  are  three  good  horses 
and  three  old  pensioners,  whose  lives  are  spared  in  return  for 
their  former  faithful  services. 
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The  increasing  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  is  marked  by  the 
many  gifts  received ;  none  more  welcome  than  that  of  Mr.  E.  C. 
R.  Walker,  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  who  sent  50  pear  trees 
of  a  variety  highly  prized  in  New  England,  and  known  as  the 
"  Mount  Vernon  Pear."  Two  dozen  grape  vines  from  Mr.  Silas 
Hosmer,  of  Massachusetts,  were  also  a  most  acceptable  gift. 

The  Superintendent  especially  recommends,  among  the  neces- 
sary repairs  for  the  coming  year,  the  restoration  of  the  now 
ruined  "servants'  quarters,"  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  long 
years  ago.  The  imperative  necessity  for  an  adequate  protection 
against  fire — a  danger  always  possible  and  dreaded — is  also 
noted  as  a  subject  of  immediate  importance. 

The  revenue  as  shown  by  the  financial  report  of  the  estate 
for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1888,  was  $10,001.06. 

The  expenditures  for  same  year,  inclusive  of  many  repairs, 
$10,297.01.  But  these  sums  do  not  include  the  $3,308.04  given 
by  the  Messrs.  Campbell,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  "  Deer  Paddock,"  and  expended  for  the  same. 

The  Regent  presented  to  Council  her  financial  report,  which  is 
a  carefully  itemized  and  detailed  account  for  the  fiscal  year. 

The  Regent  handed  to  Council  a  volume  containing  a  full 
account  of  the  "Endowment  Fund"  since  its  foundation  in  1871, 
which  has  been  most  faithfully  and  laboriously  compiled  by  her, 
showing  the  interest  received  on  investments,  premiums  received 
on  coin,  premiums  paid  on  purchase  of  bonds,  charges  on  brok- 
erage, etc.,  etc.;  an  invaluable  addition  to  the  history  of  the 
Association. 

REPORT  OF  MR.  ADAMS,  PURSER  OF  STEAMER 
W.  W.  CORCORAN. 

Boat  passengers 20,383^.  .$6,930.34 

Excursions 1,149.72 

Sale  of  Guide  Books 124-35 

$8,204.41 

The  revenue  from  the  passengers  by  boat  and  from  sale  of 
"  Guide  Book  "  for  previous  year  amounted  to  $6,863.94,  show- 
ing a  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  for  1888.  There 
were  also  520  visitors  by  land. 
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STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

United  States  Registered  4^  ^  Bonds .$19,000  par  value. 

4^  Bonds 9,300     ' 

6j^Pac.R.  R.  Bonds     1,000 

Central  R.  R.  and  Bank'g  Co.  of  Ga.,  Stock. . .     1,400 

"  6j^  Scrip.        500 

Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Stock  (3  shares) . .        300 

RECEIPTS,  1887. 

May   20.  Balance  as  per  Report $3»337- 54 

Donation,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana 75-00 

"  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York 18.00 

"  Miss  Harper,  Maryland 50.00 

"  Mrs.  Leiter,  Illinois 20.00 

*'  Miss  Sarah  Coleman  by  Mrs.  Barnes  20.00 

"  Children  of  New  Orleans 3.00 

Interest  of  United  States  4  ^  Bonds 372 .00 

"      4ij^  Bonds 855.00 

"  Pacific  Railroad  Bonds 60.00 

Interest  and  Div'd  Ga.  Cent'l  R.  R.  Co.. . .       142.00 
Dividends  Port,  and  Rochester  R.  R.  Co.. .        18.00 


$4,970.54 


1888,  May  9th,  Balance $4,636.61 

May  9th,  Expenditures  transferred  to  general  account.     333.93 


$4,970.54 
May  loth,  1888.  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

EXTRACT  FROM  GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

Particular  mention  is  made  of  the  new  rose  house  ordered  by 
the  last  Council.  *  This  house  is  50  feet  fyy  20  feet,  giving  space 
for  growing  some  four  hundred  rose  plants,  and  promises  to 
become  lucrative  another  year. 

Total  receipts $481 .  50 

Total  expenditures 95 .  10 

Cash  turned  over $386.40 
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REORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  PRESENTED. 


COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS. 

To  the  Regent: — ^Your  Committee  on  Grounds,  Trees,  etc., 
makes  the  following  report : 

Mr.  S.  C.  R.  Walker,  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  sent  in 
March  a  gift  of  50  pear  trees,  named  the  "  Mount  Vernon  Pear,*' 
which  originated  upon  the  estate  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Walker. 
The  cost  of  transportation  and  planting  was  afterwards  remitted 
to  the  Superintendent.  In  April,  24  grape  vines  were  sent  by 
Mr.  Silas  Hosmer,  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  including  rare 
varieties.  Miss  Longfellow  sends  a  graft  from  tTie  "  Washington 
Elm  "  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  under  which  General  Wash- 
ington took  command  of  the  American  army  on  July  3d,  1775. 

Your  committee  desires  to  plant  a  small  nursery  of  trees  which 
Mr.  Dodge  assures  us  will  be  donated.  Miss  Harper  has 
requested  Mr.  Dodge  to  obtain  a  list  of  the  trees  mentioned  in 
Washington's  Journal,  now  in  the  State  Department.  Your  com- 
mittee requests  permission  to  open  a  vista,  which  will  give  a  view 
of  the  river  and  Maryland  hills.  The  only  trees  required  to 
be  removed  are  a  recent  growth  of  useless  trees  on  the  ground 
given  by  Mr.  Gould. 

E.  A.  HARPER,  Chairman, 
MARY  T.  LEITER, 
ELIZA  B.  WOODWARD. 
Accepted. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  Chairman  of  Tomb  Committee,  the  Vice- 
Regent  of  West  Virginia,  acting  Chairman,  with  members  of 
committee  present,  have  examined  the  condition  of  the  Tomb 
and  find  it  fairly  good,  excepting  some  cracking  of  the  cement 
on  the  top  of  the  rear  arch,  caused  by  the  frost.  This  can  be 
remedied  by  grouting — having  the  top  washed  over  with  a  prep- 
aration which  will  fill  the  cracks  and  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
trouble.  The  committee  also  advise  cleaning  from  the  sarco- 
phagus of  Washington  the  unsightly  red  stains  now  injuring  and 
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defacing  the  appearance  of  the  marble— on  one  side  conspicu- 
ously— ^and  removing  the  mould-damp  on  the  slab  forming  the 
base  of  sarcophagus.  This  can  be  done  by  the  process  used  in 
cleaning  marble  shafts  over  Mrs.  Lewis's  and  Mrs.  Conrad*s 
graves,  which  will  greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  Wash- 
ington's Tomb.  On  the  twenty-second  of  February  last,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia,  the  Tomb  was 
handsomely  decorated  and  much  admired  by  about  three  hun- 
dred visitors.  There  were  flowers  contributed  for  this  decora- 
tion by  Representative  Washington,  of  Tennessee,  and  Colonel 
Wilson,  Commissioner  of  Public  Grounds,  four  young  palms  in 
pots;  a  box  of  roses  from  Mr.  Silas  Hosmer  and  two  ladies  of 
Concord,  Massachusetts,  arrived  in  fine  order.  Flags  for  the 
decoration  were  loaned  by  the  War  Department,  through  the 
Secretary  and  Adjutant-General.  For  the  grounds  around  the 
Tomb  have  been  presented  by  Representative  Dibble,  of  South 
Carolina,  a  number  of  fine  young  oleanders,  now  growing  well. 
In  regard  to  the  Old  Tomb,  the  Suiperintendent  reports  that 
the  paraffine  water-proof  process  was  applied  successfully  to  the 
face  of  the  Vault.  The  success  being  illustrated  by  comparison 
with  the  stone  subjected  to  the  process  and  a  stone  at  the  base 
of  the  gateway  which  was  not  so  treated,  and  which  has  very 
materially  crumbled  during  the  year. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Acting  Chairman, 

ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 

N.  B. — In  the  small  enclosure  adjoining  the  Tomb,  the  shaft 
over  the  grave  of  Mrs.  Angela  Lewis  Conrad,  has  been  cleaned 
like  that  of  her  mother,  and  the  bills  paid  by  Major  H.  L.  D. 
Lewis  and  Mr.  Charles  Conrad,  through  the  Vice-Regent  of 
West  Virginia. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Council  that  the  greenhouse  and 
garden  are  in  good  condition,  and  the  improvements  made 
during  the  last  year  are  most  satisfactory.  The  rose  house  is  an 
especially  important  feature,  and  bids  fair  to  be  a  source  of  profit. 
If  the  opinion  of  Council  should  ever  be  in  favor  of  permitting 
the  gardener  to  advertise,  the  sales  would  be  more  extensive 
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and  remunerative,  a  fact  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  to  Council 
because  their  committee  begs  leave  to  strongly  recommend  an 
increase  of  pay  of  the  gardener  to  eighty  dollars  per  month. 
L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman,  V,  R,  for  S.  C. 
PHILOCLEA  E.  EVE,  V.  R,  for  Gn 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  V.  R.  for  Me, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE,  V,  R,  for  Mich. 

GUIDE-BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  would  ask  that  several  corrections  be  made 
in  the  guide-book.  Before  enumerating  them,  we  would  sug- 
gest the  following  amendment  that  some  concise  article  be 
written  about  Mount  Vernon,  explaining  how  the  estate  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  ladies.  The  profoundest  ignorance  seems 
to  reign  among  our  people  in  relation  to  this  matter.  A  few 
words  would  suffice  to  tell  the  history  of  the  work  begun  and 
so  successfully  continued  by  our  Association. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  Library  since  the 
last  Council.  A  bound  volume  of  the  "  Baltimore  Daily  Intel- 
ligencer" for  1793  and  1794,  containing  two  addresses  by  Wash- 
ington; the  "Washington-Crawford"  letters;  Phelps'  "Life  of 
Washington";  the  "St.  Qair  Papers,"  presented  by  Mr.  Robert 
Clark  of  Cincinnati;  "Essay  on  Washington,"  by  M.  Guizot; 
"Essay  on  Principles  of  Tillage,"  by  Jethro  Tuhl,  1751,  pre- 
sented by  W.  R.  Smith,  Superintendent  Botanic  Gardens; 
"American  Historical  Curiosities,"  consisting  of  fac-similes  of 
original  documents  relating  to  the  Revolution. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
IDA  M.  RICHARDSON, 

Library  Committee. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MANSION. 

To  the  Regent: — Your  Committee  is  happy  to  report  that  after 
a  careful  inquiry  and  examination,  we  found  the  cellar  of  Sarah's 
house  well  cemented  and  a  new  ceiling,  which  will  keep  the 
house  dry. 
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Also,  the  eave  gutters  around  the  Mansion  and  all  other  build- 
ings have  been  renewed,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Also,  the  broken  register  has  been  restored  as  directed. 

Upon  examination  your  Committee  recommend  deepening  the 
cellar  under  the  office  of  the  Superintendent,  cementing  the  floor 
to  prevent  dampness;  also,  slate  and  cement  the  outside  of  the 
cellar  wall — this  must  extend  under  and  outside  the  whole  build- 
ing; the  brick  hearth  can  be  preserved  in  the  old  kitchen  by 
planking  over  that  apartment  and  relaying  the  brick. 

Your  Committee  would  also  recommend  restoring  the  ruins  on 
the  northeast  comer  of  the  flower  garden,  which  is  now  the  only 
really  dilapidated  portion  of  the  Association's  premises.  It  can 
be  restored  to  its  original  appearance,  and  be  used  at  once  for  a 
bedroom  and  office  for  the  gardener,  a  second  portion  for  the 
accommodation  of  extra  laborers  when  needed,  and  the  fourth 
portion  for  the  assistant  gardener. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  has  made  an  estimate  and  design.  This  work 
should  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent,  he 
being  the  best  suited  to  choose  the  workmen,  etc. 

Upon  examination  we  find  the  cottages  of  Warner  and  Ed- 
mund are  very  damp,  and  needing  the  same  restoration  and 
drainage  that  Sarah's  cottage  received. 

All  the  locks  and  fastenings  on  the  doors  and  windows  in  the 
Mansion  need  repairing. 

N.  W.  HALSTED,  Chairman. 
EMILY  L.  HARPER, 
ELIZABETH  L.  BROADWELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RELICS. 

The  relics  in  the  two  cases,  which  are  the  especial  charge  of 
the  Committee,  are  in  good  preservation,  and  all  possible  care 
has  been  taken  of  the  perishable  articles,  notably  the  suits  of 
Washington's  clothes. 

The  English  flag,  which  was  so  successfully  repaired,  has  been 
handsomely  framed  in  oak,  and  placed  in  the  banquet  hall. 

The  cases  often  reported  unsafe,  this  committee  now  recom- 
mends should  be  replaced  by  new  and  secure  cases.  With  this 
end  in  view,  the  chairman  visited  the  National  Museum  and 
enquired  of  the  chief  clerk  regarding  the  construction  of  the 
fine  cases  there,  and  obtained  name  of  architect  and  other  infor- 
mation necessary.     It  is  recommended  that  William  Bruce  Gray, 
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architect  of  the  Museum,  should  be  requested  to  come  to  Mount 
Vernon  and  make  estimates  for  the  construction  of  the  new  cases. 
Mr.  Silas  Hosmer,  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  has  just  pre- 
sented to  the  Association  a  British  bayonet  which  was  picked 
up  on  the  field  directly  after  the  battle  of  Concord. 

Immediate  action  of  Council  is  desired  as  to  new  relic  cases. 
ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Chairman, 
EMMA  R.  BALL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  carefully  examined  the  financial 
statement  and  all  bills  of  the  Regent  for  the  past  year,  with 
vouchers  for  the  same,  and  has  found  them  correct,  and  con- 
gratulates the  Association  upon  the  extremely  satisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  these  accounts  have  been  conducted. 

They  have  also  compared  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
Superintendent,  and  the  purser  of  the  boat,  and  report  them  also 
as  entirely  satisfactory. 

They  find  the  total  income  from  the  boat $  8,204.41 

Total  income  from  the  estate 1,296.65 

From  photographer 500.00 

Total  anticipated  receipts $10,001 .06 

Expenditures  suggested  by  Superintendent: 

Repairs  of  office,  floors,  cellars,  joists $  150.00 

Concrete  cellar  40.00 

Laundry   10.00 

Rooms  over  kitchen,  etc 50.00 

Roof  of  ice  house 30.00 

Roof  of  greenhouse 350.00 

Fences — ^painting,  etc 150.00 

Uniforms  for  employes 126.00 

Improvement  of  grounds 300.00 

Total  .'. $1,206.00 

Pay  roll $5»736.oo 

Fire  apparatus 968.00 

Insurance  (three  years) 263 .  50 

Appropriation  for  Tomb 40.00 

Private  Secretary  (Regent)   300.00 

Total  $8,513-50 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $4,636.61 
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The  committee  would  respectfully  suggest  that  such  portion 
of  this  last  amount  as,. in  the  judgment  of  the  Regent  shall  seem 
advisable,  shall  be  suitably  invested. 

The  committee  takes  pleasure  in  commending  the  Superin- 
tendent for  his  admirable  manner  of  keeping  his  accounts. 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 


STATE  REPORTS  OF  VICE-REGENTS. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reports  the  purchase  of  an  old- 
fashioned  chair  for  the  Maine  room,  with  the  money  which 
remained  in  her  hands  from  the  amount  raised  by  her  for  the 
restoration  of  the  room. 

Also,  that  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  allowing 
visitors  to  examine  the  fine  engraving  of  Rittenhouse,  presented 
by  Mr.  Cleary,  if  it  remains  in  the  Maine  room,  has  put  it  in 
charge  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  who  will  kindly  place 
it  in  the  New  York  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island  begs  leave  to  report  the 
progress  of  the  sun-dial  for  the  west  lawn,  the  erection  of  which 
was  given  into  her  charge  at  the  last  Council.  Much  to  her 
regret  a  change  of  plan  at  a  late  hour  prevented  its  completion  at 
the  time  of  the  present  Council,  but  the  work  is  now  going  oh. 
Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  make  it  satisfactory,  and  if  all  is 
favorable,  the  dial  will  be  in  place  by  the  last  of  July. 

ABBY  W.  CHACE, 
Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island  presented  to  Council  an 
able  opinion  from  Chief  Justice  Durfee,  of  Rhode  Island,  upon 
the  Mount  Vernon  Charters  and  their  relation  and  bearings 
upon  the  Mount  Vernon  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island  was  requested  to  express  to 
Judge  Durfee  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  reports  contributions  to  the 
amount  of  $223.09.  A  letter  of  General  Philip  Schuyler,  dated 
1789.    A  letter  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  dated  1782. 


i8  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1888. 

REPORT  OF  THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MICHIGAN; 

Collections  received  through  Mrs.  Don   M.   Dickinson, 

Detroit : $39.00 

Collections  received  through  Miss  Angell  (Ann  Arbor). .     3.00 

Mrs.  Geo.  S.  Morris  (Ann  Arbor) i  .00 

Mrs.  H.  Wade  Rogers  (Ann  Arbor) i  .00 

Mrs.  Theodore  Chapin  (Ann  Arbor) i  .00 

$45.00 

Of  this  amount,  $20  is  applied  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  and 
the  remainder  ($25)  will  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
plants  and  new  roses  for  the  "  Propagating  House." 

ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  proposes  to  deposit  in  the 
West  Virginia  Room,  the  portraits  of  Lawrence  Washington, 
first  owner  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  of  General  Washington's  sister 
"  Betty,"  who  became  the  wife  of  Colonel  Fielding  Lewis.  These 
are  copies  from  the  original  portraits.  That  of  Mrs.  Betty  Lewis 
being  from  a  portrait  by  Copley,  now  at  "  Marmion,"  the  seat 
of  the  Lewis  family  in  King  George  County,  Virginia. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Vice-Regent. 


REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  KANSAS. 

I  wish  to  present  six  dollars  for  the  Endowment  Fund  from 
certain  ladies  of  Ottowa,  Kansas. 

A  report  of  proceedings  of  Council  for  1887  was  forwarded  to 
the  "  Secretary  Kansas  State  Historical  Society,"  who  returned 
a  "  Report  of  the  Historical  Society,"  which  I  have  with  me  for 
the  acceptance  of  Council,  if  it  desires  it 

I  have  endeavored  to  create  an  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  and 
its  preservation  throughout  our  large  and  growing  State,  and 
think  we  are  ready  to  do  something  for  Mount  Vernon,  if  the 
proper  thing  can  be  found. 

Some  specific  object  for  restoration  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  the 
friends  who  encourage  me  to  promise  that  a  sum  approaching 
$1,000  shall  be  raised,  if  Council  has  something  to  suggest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  M.  WARD,  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 
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Mrs.  Ward  later  decided  to  undertake  the  restoration  of  the 
servants'  old  quarters,  now  in  ruins,  and  offered,  under  the 
encouragement  of  ex-Governor  Anton,  to  raise  $1,000  for  this 
purpose. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  Miss  Harper,  offered  a  gift  of 
$50  for  the  Endowment  Fund,  being  a  repetition  of  her  annual 
gift  for  many  years,  and  received  the  thanks  of  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  regrets  that  sickness  and 
anxiety  has  prevented  her  accomplishing  anything  during  the 
past  year.  She  has  only  nine  dollars  to  hand  in,  which  was 
entirely  unsolicited. 

From  the  Girls'  Peabody  High  School $6.00 

From  Mrs.  D.  L.  Ranlett i  .00 

From  Mrs.  A.  W.  Roberts i  .00 

From  Mrs.  M.  C.  Jennings i  .00 

$9.00 
Very  respectfully, 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  respectfully  reports  that  she  has 
copied  Minutes  of  Council  from  the  years  1872  to  1884,  as 
directed  by  Council,  and  has  returned  to  the  Regent  the  MS. 
copies  of  minutes  entrusted  to  her  care  for  this  purpose.  She 
has  purchased  a  second  volume  at  the  cost  of  $3.50,  as  the  con- 
tents of  these  minutes  could  not  be  contained  in  the  original 
volume.  She  has  received  the  gift  of  $5  from  Miss  Gray  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  sum  she  will  apply  to  needed  furnishing  for  General 
Washington's  bed-chamber. 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia  reports  I  have  but 
little  to  report.  My  only  acquisition  being  some  material  for 
curtains  for  the  District  of  Columbia  Room,  and  a  piece  of  old 
china. 

M.  S.  BARNES, 
Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina  reports  the  g^ft  of  a  hand- 
some piece  of  furniture  to  the  North  Carolina  Room  by  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Holt,  of  Burlington,  North  Carolina. 


20  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1888. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  the  addition  to  the 
Library  of  an  antique  chair  and  an  engraving  of  Washington. 
There  has  also  been  planted  on  the  west  lawn  a  shoot  from  the 
Washington  Elm  in  Cambridge,  under  which  Washington  stood 
when  he  first  took  command  of  the  American  army. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  begged  leave  to  consign  to  the 
care  of  the  Library,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Massachusetts,  the  volumes  of  "  The  History  of  Georgia,"  by 
Charles  C.  Jones,  Jr.,  presented  by  ex-Governor  Joseph  E. 
Brown,  now  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

COMMITTEES  APPOINTED  BY  REGENT. 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Richardson. 

Library  Committee — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Mrs. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Townsend. 

Mansion  Committee — Mrs.  Halsted,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Broad- 
well,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Chace. 

Relics  Committee — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Broadwell. 

Grounds,  Trees  and  Shrubs  Committee — Miss  Harper,  Mrs. 
Leiter,  Mrs.  Woodward,  Mrs.  Halsted,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

Tomb  Committee — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Eve, 
Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Guide-Book  Committee — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

Records  Committee — Mrs.  Eve,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Chace. 

The  resignation  of  Mrs.  Freeman,  Vice-Regent  for  Mississippi, 
was  presented  to  Council  and  accepted  with  regret. 

The  Regent  nominated  Mrs.  James  Baker,  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  as  Vice-Regent  for  Florida;  and  also  Miss  Comegys  as 
Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

These  nominations  were  approved  by  Council  and  accepted. 

The   Regent  nominated   Dr.  James   C.   Welling,   of   Wash- 
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ington,  District  of  Columbia,  to  fill  the  place  on  the  Advisory 
Committee  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  W.  W.  Corcoran. 

Approved. 

Major  L.  L.  Blake  and  Colonel  McKibbin  having  applied  for 
a  renewal  of  their  contract  for  running  a  steamer  to  Mount  Ver- 
non from  Washington,  Council  voted  to  renew  the  contract,  with 
the  imderstanding  that  a  new  and  larger  steamer  than  the 
"  W.  W.  Corcoran  "  should  be  on  the  route  by  May,  1890.  The 
contract  to  be  for  five  years,  dating  from  June  ist,  1888. 

The  dredging  of  the  channel  at  the  Mount  Vernon  wharf, 
which  is  a  heavy  and  expensive  job,  was  guaranteed  by  Major 
Blake  and  Colonel  McKibbin. 

Mr.  Anderson,  "Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Promotion," 
appeared  before  Council  to  urge  its  cooperation  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  "  Constitutional  Centennial,"  and  that  of  the  three 
Americas,  to  be  held  in  Washington  during  1889  and  1892.  Coun- 
cil, while  declining  any  active  participation,  expressed  in  a  reso- 
lution offered  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  its  sympathy  in 
the  objects  of  these  centennials  and  its  cordial  wishes  for  the 
success  of  this  national  movement 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Masonic  Lodges  of 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and  Alexandria,  Maryland,  announcing 
their  intention  to  celebrate  at  Mount  Vernon  the  anniversary  of 
the  day  on  which  General  Washington  took  his  degree  of  Master 
Mason.  It  seems  just  and  fitting  that  this  day  should  be  com- 
memorated at  Mount  Vernon,  where  a  foundation  stone  of  the 
old  Mansion  bears  the  Masonic  emblems,  and  whose  illustrious 
owner  was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Order. 

Much  money  has  been  spent  at  Mount  Vernon  in  a  vain 
search  for  some  reliable  protection  to  the  buildings  in  case  of  fire, 
but,  thus  far,  nothing  satisfactory  has  been  found.  The  Council 
has  this  year  voted  an  appropriation  for  a  "  plant,"  which,  it  is 
hoped,  is  of  power  and  extent  sufficient  to  throw  a  large  amount 
of  water,  and  which  can  be  made  instantly  available.  The  ma- 
chinery has  been  set  up  and  the  experimental  trial  promises  well. 
It  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  buildings,  furniture,  paintings 
and  relics,  are  all  fully  insured,  and  that  the  Association  own 
complete  and  minute  plans  of  the  Mansion,  which  would,  in  case 
of  accident  to  any  room,  hall  or  staircase,  insure  a  faithful  repro- 
duction. 
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Council  passed  a  resolution  providing  standing  frames  for  the 
preservation  of  the  valuable  letters  owned  by  the  Association, 
which  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  enable  visitors  to  examine  and 
read  them  with  ease. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana  offered  to  provide  a  large  bell, 
to  be  hung  in  the  cupola  of  the  summer-house,  where,  tradition 
teaches,  that  one  formerly  hung.  This  bell  is  greatly  needed 
to  mark  the  hours  of  labor  and  meals,  and  also  to  serve  as  a 
"  fog  bell "  to  gxdde  the  steamboat  to  the  wharf,  which  is  some- 
times difficult  to  find  during  heavy  fog^. 

Orders  were  given  that  in  planting  ornamental  trees  at  Mount 
Vernon,  only  such  should  be  selected  whose  foliage  in  summer 
and  change  of  color  in  autumn  should  present  a  pleasing  contrast. 

"Washington's  Oak,"  a  cherished  landmark  on  the  estate, 
having  finally  closed  its  long  and  honored  life,  the  Vice-Regent 
for  West  Virginia  moved  that  the  Regent  should  plant  an  oak 
upon  the  site  of  the  old  tree,  and  thus  preserve  the  traditions  of 
the  spot. 

The  33J  acres  presented  by  Mr.  Jay  Gould  to  the  Association 
lie  immediately  contiguous  to  the  Mansion,  and  being  admir- 
ably fitted  for  pasturage,  it  is  proposed  to  plant  a  "  haw-haw  '* 
fence  the  length  of  the  line,  which  will  be  effectual  in  keeping 
the  cattle  within  bounds,  and  being  invisible  from  the  Mansion 
and  grounds,  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty  of  the  lawns. 

A  renewal  of  the  Superintendent's  commission  for  the  coming 
year  was  signed  by  the  Regent. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Greorg^a  moved  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Regent  for  her  untiring  zeal  in  behalf  of  Mount  Vernon; 
also  a  hearty  and  graceful  acknowledgment  of  the  services  of 
the  retiring  Secretary,  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  not  for- 
getting to  offer  words  of  encouragement  to  the  Secretary-elect. 

Encouraged  by  the  ever-increasing  interest  in  Mount  Vernon, 
grateful  for  the  valuable  gifts  bestowed  in  the  past,  hopeful  for 
the  future,  we  offer  to  the  public  our  annual  report  for  1888. 

Council  adjourned  till  May  9th,  1889. 

SUSAN  K  JOHNSON-HUDSON, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE   MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES' 
ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Regent — Mrs.  Lily  L.  Macalester  Laughton,  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  Torrisdale,  Penn. 

Vice-Regnts — Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  Portland,  Maine; 
Mrs.  Cornelius  L.  King,  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont;  Miss  Alice  M. 
Longfellow,  Cambridgne,  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Abby  W.  Chace, 
141  Benefit  Street,  Providence,  R.  L;  Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson, 
Stratford,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  37  W. 
Thirty-seventh  Street,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Halsted,  Newark, 
New  Jersey;  Miss  Comegys,  Dover,  Delaware;  Miss  Emily  L. 
Harper,  Baltimore,  Maryland;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes,  1722  H 
Street,  Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  209  W.  Grace 
Street,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington,  Charlestown, 
West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Letitia  H.  Walker,  Leaksville,  North  Caro- 
lina; Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  Edgefield,  South  Carolina;  Mrs. 
Ida  M.  Richardson,  282  Prytania  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs. 
Cynthia  H.  P.  Brown,  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Mrs.  Jenny  M. 
Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Broadwell,  Cor.  Pike 
and  Fifth  Streets,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Rathbone,  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Fanny 
G.  Baker,  Jacksonville,  Florida;  Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  Denver,  Col- 
orado; Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandreau,  385  Pleasant  Avenue,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  San  Francisco,  California. 

Secretary  of  Councils — Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs. 

Resident  Superintendent  at  Mount  Vernon — Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Advisory  Committee — ^Judge  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  Delaware; 
Mr.  Justice  Field,  California;  Hon.  John  S.  Barbour,  Virginia; 
Hon.  Thomas  N.  McCarter,  LL.  D.,  New  Jersey;  Dr.  James  C. 
Welling,  Washington,  D.-  C;  Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  Philadel- 
phia, Penn. 


REPORT  OF  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 

Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  May  9th,  1889. 


The  following  ladies  were  present: 

Mrs.  Lily  L.  Macalester  Laughton,  Regent,  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  Torrisdale,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  Mrs.  Chace,  Rhode 
Island;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York; 
Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Miss  Comegys,  Delaware;  Mrs.  Ball, 
Virginia;  Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Walker,  North 
Carolina;  Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  lleiter,  Illinois; 
Mrs.  Ward,  Texas;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  Columbia;  Mrs.  Rath- 
bone,  Michigan. 


REPORT  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  1889. 


REPORT  OF  THE  REGENT  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  1889. 

Ladies: — In  greeting  you  once  more  at  our  Council  Board,  it 
is  again  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  one 
of  our  colleagues,  and  the  oldest  officer  of  our  Association,  Mrs. 
Philoclea  Edgeworth  Eve,  who  was  the  first  Vice-Regent  ap- 
pointed by  Miss  Cunningham,  the  founder  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association. 

Of  Mrs.  Eve's  personal  qualities  I  need  hardly  speak,  for  we 
all  appreciated  them  thoroughly,  having  learned  to  know  her 
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so  well  in  our  annual  reunions  at  which  for  many  years  she  has 
been  a  faithful  and  earnest  attendant.  Since  1868  she  has  rarely 
failed  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  Council,  and  we  all  know 
how  valuable  and  important  was  the  information  she  so  often  gave, 
of  the  earliest  days  of  our  organization,  how  clear  was  her  mem- 
ory about  everything  relating  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  how  wise 
and  unbiased  were  her  counsels  and  actions.  Her  unfailing 
cheerfulness  and  unselfishness  of  disposition  endeared  her  to 
all,  and  we  will  sadly  miss  her  gentle  presence  among  us.  It  is 
touching  to  know  that  a  very  short  time  before  her  death,  she 
spoke  earnestly  of  her  deep  interest  in  Mount  Vernon. 

I  think  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  estate, 
and  with  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past  year. 

Unfortunately  the  severe  storm  of  three  days'  duration  in  the 
latter  part  of  April  caused  two  heavy  landslides  at  most  unex- 
pected and  particularly  well  protected  points.  Just  before  the 
storm  I  had  visited  Mount  Vernon  and  thought  the  place  had 
never  looked  more  beautiful  or  in  more  perfect  order.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  handsome  sun-dial  (a  contribution  to  Mount  Ver- 
non from  Rhode  Island  through  her  able  Vice-Regent,  Mrs. 
Chace)  is  a  valuable  restoration,  standing  as  it  does  on  the  spot 
where  the  one  stood  in  Washington's  time,  and  excites  much 
interest  In  regard  to  the  threatened  railroad  to  Mount  Vernon, 
about  whicji  we  have  felt  some  concern  during  the  past  few 
years,  I  have  to  say  that  as  soon  as  I  returned  last  summer  to 
Pennsylvania,  I  called  upon  the  vice-president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  Mr.  Frank  Thomson,  to  ascertain  if  it  was  true  that 
his  road  was  interested  in  the  scheme.  He  informed  me  it  was 
not,  but  that  one  or  two  officers  of  the  road  were,  he  believed, 
quite  actively  engaged  in  the  project.  He  promised  to  ascertain 
this  more  definitely  and  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject. 
This  he  did  quite  promptly  and  gave  me  the  names  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  interested  in  the  proposed  road.  One  of  them 
was  a  neighbor  of  mine  in  the  country,  and  I  at  once  called  to 
ascertain  just  how  matters  stood.  Finding  him  apparently  very 
determined  to  pursue  the  scheme,  I  assured  him  that  the  project 
was  most  distasteful  to  us,  and  as  we  felt  it  would  be  of  injury  to 
Mount  Vernon,  we  would  oppose  it  in  every  practicable  and  legal 
manner.  I  also  stated  that  a  fine  new  boat  was  to  be  put  upon 
the  river  as  soon  as  possible,  which,  being  run  in  connection  with 
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the  "  Corcoran,"  would  enable  the  owners  to  make  several  trips 
a  day.  This  information  evidently  made  an  impression.  The 
following  day  I  left  for  Washington  en  route  to  Mount  Vernon, 
and  in  a  long  and  full  conversation  with  Capt.  Blake  and  Col. 
McKibbin,  impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  for  prompt  action 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  new  boat,  and  the  propriety  of  imme- 
diately announcing  in  the  newspapers  that  such  a  boat  would 
speedily  be  put  upon  the  river.  This  was  done,  and  I  had  the 
same  printed  in  the  Philadelphia  papers. 

I  also  wrote  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  requesting  her 
to  obtain  from  Mr.  Wirt-Henry,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Rich- 
mond, an  opinion  on  the  right  given  us  by  our  charter  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  a  railroad  upon  our  grounds.  This  he  did  at  once, 
and  as  you  will  see  (by  the  letter  which  I  will  herewith  read),  Mr. 
Henry  thinks  the  right  is  unquestionably  ours.  The  matter  has 
since  been  apparently  dropped  by  the  railroad  men,  owing  no 
doubt,  in  part,  to  the  opposition  made  by  the  citizens  of  Alex- 
andria to  the  road  passing  through  their  town. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  this  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one 
for  Mount  Vernon.  The  receipts  from  the  boat  were  $10,216.80. 
From  sales  on  the  place,  including  $1,454.26  from  greenhouse, 
and  $500  additional  paid  for  the  privilege  of  photographing,  by 
Mr.  Dillon,  makes  our  total  receipts  $12,171.06.  Our  expenses 
have  been,  $10,459.42,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,668.64  in  the  gen- 
eral expense  fund,  after  having  paid  for  all  restorations  ordered 
by  last  Council,  including  the  new  fire  apparatus. 

Since  1876  we  have  had  no  such  happy  experience.  I  refer  you 
to  the  Treasurer's  Report  for  the  particulars  of  our  financial 
affairs  during  the  past  year,  which  statement  is,  I  think,  exceed- 
ingly satisfactory,  and  to  the  report  of  our  Superintendent  for  the 
details  in  regard  to  the  management  of  matters  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  completion  of  the  work  ordered  by  last  Council — improve- 
ment of  the  roads,  grounds  and  drains — has  afl  been  conscien- 
tiously and  judiciously  accomplished. 

The  Gardener's  Report,  too,  shows  great  improvement  in  his 
department,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  remark  in  visiting  the 
garden  and  greenhouses.  The  rose  house  is  a  very  attractive 
feature  and  has  proved  a  successful  one. 

The  death  of  Col.  HoUingsworth,  who  was  for  thirteen  years 
Resident  Superintendent  at  Mount  Vernon,  will  suggest  appre- 
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ciative  remembrance  of  the  work  he  did  for  the  Association, 
especially  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  appointment,  when  having 
taken  charge  of  the  place  on  Miss  Cunningham's  departure,  he 
labored  zealously  and  faithfully  towards  its  improvement  and 
prosperity,  and  by  his  uniform  courtesy  made  himself  very  pop- 
ular with  the  constantly  increasing  number  of  visitors. 

In  this  centennial  year  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be 
interesting  to  have  a  brief  resume  of  the  working  of  our  Associa- 
tion from  the  time  of  its  inception  down  to  the  present,  giving 
some  idea  of  the  amounts  contributed  by  the  different  States 
toward  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon. 

The  incompleteness  of  the  early  records  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  obtain  the  desired  data,  and  we  can  only  arrive  at  approximate 
figures.  But  even  these  are  exceedingly  interesting,  and,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  important  to  preserve.  To  the  new  members  of  our 
Board  are  they  especially  valuable  as  indicating  the  relative 
interest  shown  by  the  different  States  in  our  great  work  of  pur- 
chasing and  preserving  Mount  Vernon  to  the  country. 

The  following  figures  are  up  to  June,  1859. 

To  Massachusetts  belongs  the  honor  of  having  contributed 
the  largest  amount  towards  the  purchase  money.  In  addition 
to  $20,350  collected  in  the  State,  her  distinguished  orator  and 
statesman,  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  contributed  $68,294.59  as 
a  result  of  his  grand  oration  on  Washington  and  of  his  articles 
written  for  the  New  York  Ledger,  making  a  total  from  Massa- 
chusetts of  $88,644.59. 

The  next  largest  contributor  to  the  purchase 

was  New  York,  which  collected $38,878.71 

Next  came  Alabama  with 10,631 .90 

Then  California  with 9,528.92 

Then  Pennsylvania  with 8,818.72 

North  Carolina  with   8,160. 58 

Georgia  with    7,431 .72 

Virginia  with 7,089.61 

Mississippi  with 7,079.44 

New  Jersey  with 6,682.66 

Tennessee  with  6,296.38 

Louisiana  with    4,981 .  50 

Connecticut  with 4,904. 77 

Kentucky  with    4,742.51 

Michigan  with 4,504.08 

South  Carolina  with 4»33i  -oo 
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Rhode  Island  with 4,048.98 

Illinois  with 3,804.62 

Florida  with 3»79i -25 

New  Hampshire  with 3,544.47 

Ohio  with 3,184.60 

Vermont  with   2,746.29 

Maine  with 2,726. 37 

Missouri  with   • 2,535 .  37 

Delaware  with 2,269.71 

District  of  Columbia  with 2,145 .03 

Arkansas  with 1,604. 57 

Wisconsin  with i,395 .80 

Iowa  with    1,302 .41 

Indiana  with   946.00 

Minnesota  with 362.00 

Maryland  with 202 .00 

Texas  with 20.00 

From  officers  and  soldiers  U.  S.  Army 483.50 

From  officers  and  sailors  U.  S.  Navy 388.00 

From  the  Sandwich  Islands 142.00 

From  Canada  East 141 .  So 

We  are  often  asked  how  the  idea  of  the  purchase  of  Mount 
Vernon,  through  the  efforts  of  the  women  of  the  country  orig- 
inated. 

Having  heard  it  from  Miss  Cunningham,  the  first  Regent,  I 
will  here  relate  the  story  as  she  gave  it  to  me. 

One  summer  evening  she  and  her  mother  were  sailing  down 
the  Potomac,  and  being  deeply  impressed  by  the  tolling  of  the 
bell  as  the  boat  passed  Mount  Vernon,  the  conversation  turned 
naturally  upon  the  memories  connected  with  the  sacred  spot, 
and  the  rumors  of  its  probable  sale.  The  elder  lady  then  said, 
what  a  beautiful  thing  it  would  be  if  the  women  of  the  country 
could  organize  and  purchase  Mount  Vernon  and  hold  it  always 
for  the  country. 

The  idea  was  at  once  caught  by  her  daughter,  Miss  Ann 
Pamela  Cunningham,  who  had  been  a  life-long  invalid,  but  whose 
intellect  was  keen  and  brilliant,  and  whose  energy,  inspired  by 
patriotic  impetus,  was  afterwards  a  marvel  to  all.  When  she 
reached  Charleston  she  consulted  able  advisers  (among  them 
Judge  Pettigrew)  and  under  their  judicious  counsel,  aided  by  that 
of  Judge  Berrien  of  Georgia,  it  was  determined  to  apply  to  tlie 
Virginia  Legislature  for  a  charter  and  so  include  in  the  Associa- 
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tion  thus  incorporated  representative  women  from  all  sections  of 
the  country.  This  was  done,  and  Mrs.  Eve,  of  Georgia,  was 
appointed  the  first  Vice-Regent  Virginia  was,  I  think,  the 
second  State  organized,  by  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Anna  Cora 
Ritchie  as  Vice-Regent.  And  so  the  work  went  on.  State  after 
State  being  brought  into  line  until  the  purchase  was  completed, 
and  Mount  Vernon  saved  through  the  efforts  of  this  faithful  little 
band  of  earnest  workers. 

And  now  when  so  many  of  those  who  thus  nobly  devoted 
themselves  to  that  great  purchase  have  passed  away,  it  is  pleasant 
to  feel  that  their  influence  still  remains,  and  that  the  later  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  must  realize  all  that  was  accomplished 
by  them,  and  that  those  who  have  been  appointed  to  fill  the  places 
thus  sadly  vacated,  have  been  inspired  by  the  same  devotion  to 
the  interest  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  by  the  determination  to  prove 
themselves  always  worthy  of  the  sacred  trust. 

I  believe  this  spirit  will  maintain  itself  always,  for  I  think  no 
one  can  come  here  and  engage  in  this  work  (absolutely  unique), 
without  being  so  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  place  and  its  hal- 
lowed memories,  as  to  feel  it  a  precious  privilege  to  aid  in  any 
way  towards  the  preservation  of  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington, "  the  greatest  of  good  men  and  the  best  of  great  men." 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON,  Regent. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SUPERINTENDENTS  ANNUAL 

REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union  in  Grand  Council 
Assembled: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  an  account  of  my  stewardship  as 
Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  at  Mount  Vernon  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  April  30th,  1889. 

Among  the  first  to  receive  my  attention  was  the  fire  apparatus. 
The  plan  of  Messrs.  Basshor  &  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  for  establishing 
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here  an  efficient  water  system  to  be  used  as  protection  against 
accident  by  fire,  was  fully  explained  by  Mr.  Stebbins,  a  member 
of  the  firm.  After  due  deliberation  the  plan  was  accepted  by 
Council  and  its  immediate  construction  ordered. 

The  plant  when  finally  and  carefully  completed  developed  less 
power  than  I  had  fully  expected.  After  the  first  tests  some 
alterations  were  made  which  improved  it  perceptibly.  The 
Regent  came  to  Mount  Vernon  August  3d,  and  in  her  presence 
Mr.  Stebbins,  with  his  and  our  men  combined,  made  a  thorough 
test  of  the  machine.  Two  streams  of  water  from  the  ground  hose 
reached  the  crest  of  the  Mansion  roof,  one  stream  alone  could  be 
thrown  to  the  roof  of  the  cupola.  This  was  with  the  utmost  exer- 
tion of  the  four  men  manipulating  the  pumps.  At  the  end  of  ten 
minutes  the  men  were  completely  exhausted.  The  result  proved 
that  while  for  promptness  it  was  up  to  the  standard  claimed,  its 
efficiency  could  not  be  long  sustained  if  the  same  four  men  were 
the  only  motive  power.  Mr.  Stebbins  saw  and  acknowledged 
the  fact  and  offered  to  alter  the  machinery  in  any  way  that  would 
benefit  it.  Larger  or  more  pumps  would  require  more  men  to 
operate  them.  I  made  extensive  inquiries  in  Boston  and  else- 
where to  discover  if  possible  some  method  of  improved  power. 
Steam  for  many  reasons  is  the  best,  but  the  serious  objection  is 
that  the  time  required  to  generate  it  for  use  would  be  fatal  in  an 
emergency.  Gravity  pressure  obtained  by  means  of  an  elevated 
tank  filled  by  the  present  pumps  would  unquestionably  be  the 
most  desirable,  because  the  water  would  always  stand  available 
for  instant  use.  Such  a  tank  would  have  to  be  placed  at  the 
height  of  sixty  (60)  feet  above  the  ground  level  of  the  Mansion  in 
order  that  streams  of  water  could  be  thrown  from  the  ground 
hose  over  the  highest  points  of  the  building.  The  chief  objec- 
tion, aside  from  cost,  is  that  its  great  elevation  and  necessary 
bulky  construction  would  make  it  so  very  conspicuous. 

As  a  final  result  of  all  my  investigations  on  the  subject  of 
improving  the  motive  power  and  thereby  the  efficiency  of  the 
present  system,  I  concluded  that  horse-power  could  be  advan- 
tageously applied  to  work  the  pumps.  The  mechanism  is  very 
simple  and  its  connection  with  the  pumps  still  admits  of  their 
being  worked  by  hand  if  desired. 
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PLAT  OF  MANSION. 

As  instructed  I  made  careful  measurements  of  the  rooms,  hall 
and  exteriors  of  the  Mansion  and  compared  same  with  the  draw- 
ings made  by  Mr.  Van  Campen  Taylor  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1876. 
His  scale  adopted,  i  foot  to  ^  inch,  was  proved  to  be  accurate. 

REPAIRS  TO  OFFICES,  ETC. 

The  repairs  ordered  to  be  made  in  the  office  and  other  buildings 
were  put  in  hand  directly  after  Council.  The  floors  of  the  office 
and  room  adjoining  were  taken  up  and  excavations  carried  to  the 
depth  of  foundation  walls.  These  half  cellars  were  then  con- 
creted and  ventilators  built  in  the  walls,  two  under  each  room. 
New  joists  were  firmly  set  and  double  floors  securely  laid.  In 
the  office  the  old  flooring  was  used  and  upon  top  of  it  new  tongue 
and  groove  flooring  was  crossed.  The  floor  in  the  State  kitchen 
was  of  double  deal  boards  with  sand  and  bricks  above,  thereby 
restoring  the  old  brick  pavement  of  the  room.  The  plastering 
in  both  rooms  was  also  repaired.  At  the  laundry  the  window 
frames,  door  casings,  steps  and  chimney-jambs  received  proper 
attention.  The  south  cellar  of  the  spinning  house  was  concreted. 
A  tongue  and  groove  ceiling  in  the  room  above  with  wainscoting 
and  necessary  repairs  in  the  attic  tend  to  make  that  house  a 
comfortable  lodging.  The  servants'  bed-rooms  over  the  kitchen 
were  refloored  and  the  plastering  repaired. 

The  roof  of  the  ice  house  having  rotted  badly,  the  old  shingles 
were  replaced  by  new  ones,  but  of  the  original  design. 

The  repairs  at  the  Tomb  consisted  in  pointing  the  outside  of 
the  brick  enclosure  and  cleaning  the  two  marble  sarcophagi. 
This  was  entrusted  to  W.  H.  Burgess,  and  satisfactorily  finished 
by  him. 

By  direction  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio,  an  iron  wire  railing 
was  placed  in  the  music  room.  This  affords  partial  entrance  and 
gives  the  visitors  a  chance  to  view  the  interesting  relics  in  the 
cabinet  there. 

IMPROVEMENTS  TO  GROUNDS. 

Under  instructions  received  through  the  Committee  on 
Grounds,  I  opened  a  vista  eastward  from  the  Mansion  by  clear- 
ing away  a  young  growth  of  pines,  cedars  and  the  like  from  the 
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river  slope  of  the  tract  recently  given  by  Mr.  Gould.  This  open- 
ing gives  a  pleasing  view  of.  General  Washington's  old  River 
Farm  with  the  Maryland  hills  beyond. 

I  was  dirjcted  likewise  to  prepare  a  portion  of  the  lawn  north- 
east of  the  Mansion  for  setting  out  there  trees  of  varieties  once 
planted  at  Mount  Vernon  by  the  General. 

Several  half-dead  locust  trees  were  removed,  the  old  turf  cut 
up  by  a  shovel  plow  and  hauled  off.  The  subsequent  plowing 
was  rendered  more  difficult  than  expected  by  the  innumerable 
tree  roots  close  to  the  surface.  These  were  finally  grubbed  up 
and  disposed  of.  Another  plowing  as  deeply  as  possible  was 
followed  by  an  application  of  lime;  this  was  harrowed  in  and  was 
succeeded  by  a  Uberal  coating  of  bone  fertilizer.  Again  the 
harrow  was  used  and  more  roots  were  unearthed.  When  the 
ground  was  fairly  cleaned  the  area  was  seeded  in  October  with 
six  bushels  of  John  Saul's  best  lawn  mixture.  Young  grass 
started,  but  did  not  stand  the  winter  very  well,  so  that  it  was 
deemed  best  to  reseed  this  spring.  Before  doing  so  I  caused  a 
tile  drain  to  be  laid  through  such  parts  as  most  required  it;  the 
stiff,  clay  subsoil  holding  water  too  long  on  the  surface.  The 
whole  space  was  raked  carefully  and  four  bushels  of  seed  sown 
April  3d,  was  immediately  rolled  in.  The  outlook  now  is  prom- 
ising. 

To  temporarily  accommodate  such  young  trees  as  might  be 
procured  and  could  not  at  once  be  permanently  located,  I 
arranged  a  small  nursery  in  the  east  comer  of  the  orchard. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia, 
I  transplanted  in  January  a  large  lot  of  laurel  and  other  wild 
flowering  shrubs  to  the  hillside  bordering  the  walk  from  the 
Tomb  to  the  wharf. 

On  "  Arbor  Day,"  April  loth,  the  Regent  visited  Mount  Ver- 
non and  planted  a  young  black  oak  by  the  side  of  the  stump  of 
the  old  "  Washington  Oak." 

I  attempted  to  improve  the  bare  hillside  near  the  river  by 
building  a  stairway  of  rough  rocks,  and  planted  about  it  roots 
of  honeysuckle,  which,  when  once  established,  will  form  a  dense 
covering  and  prevent  the  soil  from  washing  out  by  heavy  rains. 
My  intention  to  grade  and  restore  the  original  walk  leading  from 
the  summer  house  to  the  Old  Tomb  was  frustrated  by  the  mild- 
ness of  our  past  winter,  which  prevented  hauling  material  across 

[ail 
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the  lawn.  To  do  so  except  when  the  ground  is  hard  frozen, 
would  cut  the  ground  badly.  I  therefore  deferred  it  until  a  more 
favorable  season. 

A  portion  of  the  walk  in  front  of  Deer  Park,  sections  of  the 
carriage  road  to  wharf  and  the  road  leading  to  the  lodge  gate 
were  covered  with  gravel  during  the  winter.  To  facilitate  haul- 
ing to  and  from  the  field  north  of  West  Ford's  cabin,  I  built  a 
strong  and  substantial  bridge  of  locust  and  oak  timbers  across 
the  deep  ravine  below  the  gravel  pit. 

Last  September  a  terrific  rain  storm  caused  a  break  in  the 
brick  wall  east  of  the  Mansion.  The  foundation  was  undermined 
and  ten  panels  of  the  iron  fence  fell.  A  number  of  the  deer 
escaped  from  the  park,  but  were  finally  surrounded  and  driven 
back.  By  erecting  a  strong  fence  of  rails  the  breach  was  closed 
until  the  necessary  repairs  could  be  made.  Investigation  showed 
that  in  rebuilding  the  old  wall  in  1886,  the  contractor  had  failed 
to  discover  any  fault  in  the  foundation  then  remaining.  By 
direction  of  the  Regent  I  summoned  the  contractor,  W.  W. 
Cogswell,  but  failed  to  compel  him  to  correct  his  error.  Finally 
Mr.  Burgess  was  employed  to  rebuild  the  wall  and  to  examine 
the  whole  structure  and  strengthen  it  wherever  necessary. 

The  recent  storm  that  prevailed  here  with  great  violence  on 
the  2Sth,  26th  and  27th  of  April,  occasioned  considerable  damage 
to  the  hillsides  fronting  the  river.  Three  heavy  landslides 
resulted,  that  of  the  greatest  area  started  on  the  Gould  lot  east  of 
the  Deer  Park;  another,  on  the  hill  bordering  the  carriage  road 
near  the  wharf;  while  the  third  and  most  appalling  carried  away 
bodily  a  large  section  of  the  terrace  below  the  Old  Tomb, 
together  with  the  trees  and  heavy  log  revetment  crib  that  had 
been  placed  there  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe.  A  substratum 
of  saponaceous  clay  underlies  all  these  hills,  and  is  the  secret  of 
all  the  trouble.  It  seems  absolutely  beyond  control,  except 
through  the  most  expensive  means. 

BARN. 

Last  October  the  old  brick  bam  was  discovered  to  be  in  a 
weak  condition,  its  north  wall  having  spread  several  inches.  I 
caused  the  walls  to  be  carefully  drilled  and  heavy  iron  braces 
were  passed  through  and  securely  fastened. 
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The  brick  floor  of  the  spring  house  below  the  hill  was  relaid, 
the  wall  of  the  ice  house  and  the  foundations  of  some  of  the 
outbuildings  were  repointed.  I  have  more  recently  had  the 
coping  of  the  lower  wall  of  the  kitchen  garden  relaid,  besides 
minor  repairs  to  the  pavements  about  the  Mansion  and  the 
foundation  of  spinning  house.  The  necessity  being  pointed  out 
to  the  Regent  she  promptly  authorized  the  work. 

FARM  WORK. 

The  cultivation  of  a  small  part  of  the  estate  last  year  met  with 
fair  success,  considering  the  quality  of  the  soil. 

Although  the  season  was  not  favorable  for  grass,  and  our  hay 
crop  was  short,  we  stored  sufficient  to  last  through  the  winter. 
The  com  yielded  722  bushels  (ear  com),  which  has  subsisted  five 
horses  and  seventeen  deer  until  now,  a  good  balance  still  being 
on  hand. 

The  dry  fodder  and  ensilage  lasted  the  cows  until  April  12th, 
when  they  were  turned  out  on  g^rass. 

Ten  acres  of  the  com  land  was  seeded  last  autumn  to  rye  and 
timothy,  followed  this  spring  by  clover.  At  the  present  time  the 
prospect  is  good. 

My  aim  has  been  to  improve  the  land  with  the  means  at  hand 
rather  than  to  simply  grow  a  crop  at  the  risk  of  ruin  to  the  soil. 
Anything  and  everything  that  would  make  compost  was  utilized 
and  has  gone  back  in  that  shape  to  the  land. 

Thirteen  acres  have  been  prepared  this  spring  for  field  corn 
and  ensilage,  and  three  acres  of  new  ground  have  been  turned 
for  buckwheat.  The  kitchen  garden  has  been  utilized  for  veg- 
etables and  small  fruits.  The  gooseberries  and  currants  bore 
quite  well  last  season,  but  the  peafowls  made  havoc  of  the  berries 
before  they  matured.  These  fowls,  by  the  way,  while  very 
ornamental,  are  terribly  destructive  to  small  fruits. 

The  young  pear  and  apple  trees  in  orchard  received  due  atten- 
tion and  were  carefully  worked  and  pmned  at  the  proper  season. 

STOCK 

Of  live  stock  there  are  now  five  milch  cows,  one  very  old  cow 
(useless  and  which  I  suggest  should  be  sold),  aiid  one  young 
Jersey  bull.    This  last  was  a  generous  gift  to  Mount  Vemon  by 
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Mr.  Woolsey  Carmalt  of  New  York,  presented  through  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Connecticut  Adams  Express  Company,  through 
their  agent  at  Washington  kindly  granted  free  transportation 
from  Friendsville,  Pa.,  to  Washington  City,  which  favor  I 
promptly  acknowledged  with  official  thanks.  In  September  and 
October  six  calves  were  bom.  At  the  proper  age  they  were 
sent  to  market,  none  being  desirable  to  raise.  One  of  the  best 
cows  died  in  October  from  paralysis  after  giving  birth  to  a  calf. 

We  have  five  horses  in  use  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
estate.  One  of  the  five  is  old  and  blind,  though  still  serviceable 
for  light  draught  A  sixth,  which  has  long  been  a  pensioner, 
died  early  this  spring. 

The  deer  have  increased  their  number  by  eight  fawns  bom  in 
the  park  last  summer.  The  herd  now  counts  seventeen  indi- 
viduals, one  fawn  having  died  in  February. 

MAP  OF  THE  ESTATE. 

I  have  drawn  a  map  of  the  Mount  Vernon  estate  as  now 
owned  by  the  Association.  It  is  upon  a  scale  of  100  feet  to  one 
inch,  and  although  made  without  the  proper  surveying  imple- 
ments, my  meastirements,  I  believe,  are  practically  correct.  The 
buildings,  fences,  roads,  bridges  and  water-courses  are  carefully 
indicated.  My  purpose  is  to  make  it  a  practical  working  map 
for  office  reference. 

IMPROVEMENT  TO  RIVER  FRONT. 

Attention  should  be  given  the  river  shore  above  and  below 
the  wharf.  The  eddying  currents  have  undermined  the  banks 
and  produced  a  very  unsightly  appearance.  Such  encroach- 
ments have  increased  gradually  and  have  already  endangered 
the  carriage  road.  I  would  suggest,  as  a  permanent  protection, 
that  a  rip-rap  wall  be  constmcted  to  extend  one  hundred  yards 
on  each  side  of  the  wharf  gates.  The  necessary  filling  back  of 
such  a  wall  could  be  more  expeditiously  and  economically  done 
by  a  dredging  machine  than  by  any  other  means. 

HOLIDAYS  OBSERVED. 

May  30th,  1888,  July  4th,  1888,  Febmary  22d,  1889,  and  April 
30th,   1889,  were  appropriately  observed  as  holidays  by  deco- 
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rating  the  Tomb  and  its  approaches  with  bunting,  potted  plants 
and  flowers.  Each  day  brought  large  numbers  of  visitors  to 
pay  respect  to  the  shrine  of  Washington  by  ceremonial  speech 
or  prayer. 

In  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Eve,  the  R^^ent  authorized 
me  to  place  the  flag  at  half-mast  as  soon  as  her  death  was  learned. 
Her  demise  was  most  deeply  regretted  by  all  the  employes. 

Among  the  gifts  to  Mount  Vernon  received  during  the  year 
were  three  handsomely  bound  books  from  Mr.  B)rron  Weston, 
of  Dalton,  Mass.,  designed  for  visitors'  registers.  These  dupli- 
cated a  previous  gift  by  him.  Mr.  Wm.  Weand,  of  Philadelphia^ 
State  Secretary  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons  of  America,  sent 
photographs  of  General  Washington's  Headquarters  at  Valley 
Forge  in  return  for  a  young  elm  from  Mount  Vernon,  which  I 
had  given  him  to  plant  at  Valley  Forge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 

Resident  Seify  and  Supt 
Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May,  1889. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Adams,  purser  of  the  steamer  "W.  W. 
Corcoran,"  g^ves  the  number  of  boat  passengers  as  26,802,  an 
increase  over  last  year's  visitors  of  6419,  and  an  advance  in 
receipts  of  $2,012.39.  As  the  income  for  the  support  of  Mount 
Vernon  comes  largely  from  the  visitors,  these  are  encouraging 
figures. 

Mr.  Whelan,  gardener,  reports  an  increase  in  the  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  flowers  and  plants  over  last  year  of  $160.95. 
The  gardens  and  greenhouses  g^ow  in  beauty  every  year.  The 
rose  house  produces  a  quantity  of  rare  and  beautiful  roses  and 
the  parterres  are  glad  with  flowers  in  fashion  one  hundred  years 
ago.  Fragrant  pinks  and  mignonette,  "  virgin  lilies,"  coreopsis, 
evening  primroses,  bergamot,  sweet  peas,  "sweet-scented 
shrubs,"  magnolias,  lavender,  and  many  another  blossom-favorite 
of  our  grandmothers,  but  now  crowded  out  of  our  gardens  by 
their  more  fashionable  successors. 

The  following  statement  from  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Francis 
Riggs,  shows  an  increase  in  the  Endowment  Fund  investment 
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United  States  Registered  4^  fi  Bonds $19,000  par  value. 

4J<  Bonds 9,300    "      " 

6j<P.R.R.  Bonds..     1,000    "      " 
Central  R.  R.  and  Bank'g  Co.  of  Ga.,  Stock. . .     1,400    "      " 

"  6fi  Scrip.       500    "      " 

Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  Stock 300 

5  ^  Mortgage  secured  on  Real  Estate 4,000 

Donation,  from  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mich $225.61 

"  Miss  Harper,  Md 50.00 

"  Mrs.  Richardson,  La 59'Oo 

Mrs.  Townsend,  N.  Y 18.00 

"  Mrs.  Ward,  Kan 5.00 

Gift  of  late  Mrs.  Robt.  Campbell  of  Mo.,  $200  and  inter- 
est 4  j<  9  years 272 .00 

Gentleman  from  N.  Y.  through  Regent 20.00 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  that  having 
examined  the  Regent's  financial  statement  and  all  checks,  bills 
and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  they  are  all  found  to  be  correct 
and  remarkably  clear  and  concise.  The  committee  has  also 
compared  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent, 
including  the  accounts  of  the  purser  and  gardener  and  report 
them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 

We  recommend  for  the  ensuing  year  the  following  appropria- 
tions: 

For  post  and  plank  fence,  1,400  feet $    125 .00 

Painting  roofs  of  mansion  and  adjoining  buildings  ....  185 .00 
Re-glazing,  re-painting  and  repairing  entire  roof  of  old 

greenhouse 400.00 

Eave  gutters  and  snow  breaks,  etc.,  for  bams  and  other 

buildings    185 .00 

Enlarging  and  improving  Silo 50.00 

Two  dormer  windows  in  sleeping  rooms  over  office. .  50.00 

200  yards  rip-rap  wall  and  filling 1,800.00 

Horse-power  fire  apparatus 60.00 

Post  and  wire  fence  with  hedge  (not  including  cost  of 

hedge)    35.00 

Concrete  basement  of  servants'  quarters 200.00 

Estimate  for  iron  plate  in  rear  of  vault 10.00 

Pay  roll   5,868.00 

Private  Secretary  to  Regent 300.00 

Total $9,268.00 

(Signed)  EMMA  R.  BALL, 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 
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REPORT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE 
COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  report  increased  improvement  in  garden  and 
greenhouse.  The  roses  under  glass  are  in  healthy  condition 
and  splendid  bloom,  giving  a  good  supply  of  flowers  for  sale. 
The  gardener  has  made  a  turf  border  around  the  parterres,  im- 
proving their  appearance  without  altering  their  original  form. 
He  has  also  brought  into  cultivation  additional  ground  in  the 
garden  with  taste  and  skill.  The  Council  of  1888  appropriated 
$350  for  lowering  and  reconstructing  a  part  of  the  roof  of  the 
greenhouses,  leaving  as  much  more  out  of  repair.  The  Super- 
intendent foimd  on  a  more  careful  investigation,  that  the  work 
contemplated  could  not  be  done  for  the  sum  appropriated,  $350, 
and  so  deferred  action  until  the  meeting  of  Council,  that  he 
might  advise  that  the  entire  roof  of  the  old  greenhouses  be  over- 
hauled, reglazed  and  painted.  To  correct  the  present  dilapida- 
tion seems  imperative  if  it  is  desired  and  expected  to  utilize  the 
houses  for  growing  and  protecting  plants.  The  Superintendent 
assures  us  that  to  go  into  another  winter  with  this  roof  in  its 
present  condition  will  entail  an  additional  heavy  expense  for  coal, 
besides  incurring  the  danger  of  having  the  glass  wrecked  by  high 
winds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  L.  H.  PICKENS, 
M.  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
E.  A.  RATHBONE. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  chairman  has  the  honor  of  reporting  that  the  committee 
has  examined  the  relic  cases  under  her  chairge  and  finds  the  con- 
dition of  their  contents  as  good  as  can  be  obtained  by  care  of 
the  perishable  articles — suits  of  clothes,  etc.,  which  they  contain 
— for  time  will  make  its  mark,  however  we  may  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent its  ravages  by  all  possible  precautions. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  to  Council  that  Gen.  Washington's  black 
velvet  suit  which  was  deposited  in  care  of  the  Association  by 
Mrs.  Charles  P.  Mitchell,  of  West  Virginia,  has  been  returned 
to  her  with  the  consent  of  the  Regent  and  chairman  of  com- 
mittee, that  it  might  go  to  the  Centennial  Loan  Exhibition.    Its 
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return  to  Mount  Vernon  remains  discretionary  with  the  owner^ 
as  there  is  an  objection  made  by  depositors  that  the  building  is 
not  fire-proof.  With  this  obstacle  overcome,  it  is  our  convic- 
tion that  we  should  obtain  a  most  valuable  and  interesting  collec- 
tion of  Washington  relics  for  Mount  Vernon.  By  consent  of 
the  last  Council  the  chairman  of  committee  visited  Mount  Ver- 
non with  Mr.  Gray,  the  architect,  who  made  measurements  of 
the  space  allotted  for  relic  cases,  and  has  furnished  designs  with 
the  estimates  to  be  considered  by  Council.  The  Vice-Regent 
for  Maine  reports  having  received  a  gift  from  Mr.  Ruben,  of 
Alexandria,  Va.,  of  a  brick  from  the  chimney  of  the  house  in 
which  Washington  was  bom  and  which  has  been  placed  in  the 
relic  case  of  the  New  York  room;  also  a  photographed  copy  of 
an  expense  account  of  Gren.  Washington.  The  chairman  of  com- 
mittee would  ask  if  the  "  certificates  of  deposit  of  relics,"  which 
were  ordered  by  last  Council,  have  been  prepared  for  any  need 
of  them  which  may  in  future  accrue?  The  committee  has  exam- 
ined and  taken  a  list  of  all  relics  in  the  house,  both  loaned  and 
donated,  and  in  thus  extending  their  duties  will  report  to  each 
Council  upon  their  number  and  condition. 

Mrs.  Ball,  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  has  loaned  to  the  Asso- 
ciation a  china  plate  once  owned  by  Col.  Charles  Washington 
(brother  to  Gen.  Washington);  also  a  specimen  of  fine  knitting 
done  by  his  daughter  Frances  Washington  Ball. 

(Signed)  ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Chairman. 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GUIDE-BOOK. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Council  that  soon  after  adjourn- 
ment of  last  Council  I  arranged  all  the  amendments  to  the  guide- 
book, which  had  been  presented  by  the  different  ladies;  going 
over  the  faulty  edition  with  all  possible  care,  and  that  I  sent  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  changes  to  the  Regent,  who  approved  the 
same.  On  the  24th  of  June  I  called  on  Mrs.  Johnston,  who  was 
acting  as  Miss  Johnston's  agent,  and  delivered  to  her  the  neces- 
sary documents  for  transmission  to  Miss  Johnston,  who  was  in 
Europe.    On  the  29th  of  September,  I  received  the  proof-sheets 
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of  the  new  addition,  approved  and  returned  them  to  Mrs.  John- 
ston at  once. 

The  revised  edition  is  now  on  sale  and  is  a  g^eat  improvement 
upon  previous  publications,  and  is  likely  to  prove  very  accept- 
able to  the  public 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Chairman. 

L.  H.  PICKENS. 

REPORT  OF  N.  W.  HALSTED,  COMMITTEE  ON  MAN- 
SION,  MAY,  1889. 

The  Committee  on  Mansion  in  1888,  examined  three  cottages 
and  .directed  their  renovation  by  drainage,  and  other  necessary 
repairs.  The  grand  banquet  hall  kitchen  was  also  taken  in 
consideration,  and  was  also  to  have  the  floor  relaid  and  other 
repairs  in  a  more  substantial  and  healthful  manner.  The  doors 
throughout  the  mansion  to  be  repaired,  the  locks,  hinges,  and 
fastenings  all  put  in  complete  order;  all  of  these  items  will  be 
found  in  the  Superintendent's  report  of  business  accomplished, 
and  the  work  examined  by  those  members  of  the  committees 
present. 

Mr.  Dodge  has  mentioned  many  other  repairs  for  the  coming 
year,  all  of  which  are  quite  necessary,  and  if  brought  under  con- 
sideration by  Council,  I  hope  the  committee  will  approve. 

I  have  called  on  Mr.  Van  Campen  Taylor  (the  architect)  for 
the  remainder  of  the  drawings  of  the  interior  of  the  mansion, 
made  by  him  many  years  since;  he  much  regretted  to  inform  me 
that  when  he  dissolved  partnership  with  Mr.  Woods,  who 
accompanied  him  to  Mount  Vernon,  those  papers  were  lost,  but 
he  will  visit  Mount  Vernon  at  his  own  expense  and  again  take 
all  those  meastu'ements  in  detail  and  present  them  to  Mount 
Vernon  as  soon  as  finished. 

The  plans  of  all  the  pipes  and  drains  for  the  ram,  cistern,  etc., 
were  presented  to  the  Council  by  Mr.  Greenach  at  the  time  he 
did  that  work  and  set  the  furnace,  in  1875  or  '76.  The  late  Col. 
HoUingsworth  had  charge  of  them;  they  must  be  in  the  Mount 
Vernon  safe  or  some  other  safe  place. 

One  dollar  has  been  received  by  me  from  Mrs.  Jones,  of 
Kansas,  for  the  restoration  fund  of  Mount  Vernon;  her  g^and- 
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father  was  one  of  Washington's  aids  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
I  forwarded  that  amount  to  the  Regent  yesterday. 

(Signed)  N.  W.  HALSTED. 

The  Committee  on  Mansion  has  examined  the  cellar,  rooms, 
halls,  etc.,  of  the  Mansion,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Super- 
intendent, who  pointed  out  where  repairs  had  been  made,  as 
itemized  in  his  report 

The  buildings  adjoining  the  Mansion  were  also  inspected. 
Everything  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Eave  gutters,  snow 
breaks,  and  down  spouts  should  be  provided  for  the  bam  and 
buildings  now  without  such  protection,  also  that  all  the  roofs 
should  be  painted.  All  of  which  we  see  the  necessity  for  and 
endorse.  It  is  also  deemed  advisable  to  supply  the  two  windows 
in  the  sleeping  rooms  over  the  office. 

The  following  slight  repairs  we  suggest  for  attention:  Repair 
of  windows  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  rooms,  new  lock  on 
gate  of  Virginia  room,  to  cut  off  branches  of  tree  overhanging 
library  portico,  repairing  hall  in  second  story,  and  further 
repairs  of  wall  paper;  some  slight  repairs  where  plastering  on 
walls  is  loose,  and  one  spot  of  the  ceiling  in  cellar  under  Illinois 
room.  It  is  recommended  that  the  upper  staircase  be  examined 
to  test  its  security,  as  it  appears  to  be  somewhat  sunken,  and  if 
found  insecure  it  shall  be  repaired. 

EMILY  L.  HARPER,  Chairman  pro  tern, 
MARY  T.  BARNES. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  gave  a  careful  inspection  to  the  interior  and 
exterior  of  both  tombs,  and  foimd  both  in  fair  condition.  The 
dampness  and  mould  in  the  new  tomb  has  not  entirely  disap- 
peared— ^the  grouting  which  was  tried  on  the  outside  of  the  rear 
vault  did  not  remedy  it  effectually. 

Mrs.  Washington  made  a  valuable  suggestion  which  we  would 
beg  the  Council  to  adopt,  that  of  making  an  opening  for  ventila- 
tion in  the  rear  of  the  arch,  and  covering  it  with  an  iron  grating. 
This,  with  the  perforation  of  the  door  in  front,  will  give  a  free 
draught,  and  we  trust  will  correct  an  evil  which  has  seemed  irre- 
mediable for  some  time. 
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A  few  repairs  in  the  plastering  are  needed  in  the  interior  of 
new  tomb.  We  would  suggest  a  hard  blue-stone  step  be  placed 
at  the  old  tomb,  and  a  small  brick  pavement  made  in  front 
similar  to  the  one  at  new  tomb. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE, 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
JENNIE  M.  WARD. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TREES  AND  SHRUBS. 

The  chairman  of  Committee  on  Grounds,  etc.,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  north  lawn  was  plowed,  and  the  old  turf  removed  in  Sep- 
tember, 1888.  Limed  and  fertilized  with  a  preparation  of  bone- 
dust,  which  John  Saul  advised  to  be  used.  Six  bushels  of  grass 
seed  were  sown  October  29th.  A  tile  drain  315  feet  long  was  laid 
in  March,  as  the  wet  weather  had  materially  interfered  with  the 
growth  of  the  seed  planted  in  October,  much  of  it  decaying. 
In  March,  1889,  four  more  bushels  of  grass  and  clover  seed  were 
sown,  which  has  matured  with  the  best  results. 

The  plot  of  ground,  this  side  of  the  tomb,  between  the  tomb 
and  the  bam,  has  also  been  plowed,  the  old  sod  removed,  and  this 
year  is  planted  with  com. 

An  expenditure  of  $17  for  fertilizers  for  the  lawn,  and  $24  for 
grass  seed,  $10.20  for  trees  and  shrubs,  amounts  to  $51.20  expen- 
diture for  the  State  of  Illinois. 

EMILY  L.  HARPER,  Chairman  of  Committee. 
MARY  T.  LEITER. 

<;:OMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY. 

Your  committee  would  state  that  the  following  books  have 
been  added  to  the  library: 

1.  Records  of  Massachusetts,  by  Shurtliff,  in  six  quarto 
volumes. 

2.  Plutarch's  Lives. 

3.  Massachusetts  Convention  of  1788,  and  several  small  vol- 
umes on  religious  subjects,  presented  by  Mr.  Silas  Hosmer,  of 
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Concord,  Mass.,  through  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia; 
also  several  newspapers  relating  to  the  Centennial  of  Washing- 
ton's Inauguration,  the  "  Mail  and  Express  "  of  April  29th  and 
30th,  1889. 

The  New  York  "  Times,"  May  8th,  1889,  presented  by  Vice- 
Regent  for  West  Virginia, 

Through  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine: 

1.  Morse's  Gazetteer,  edition  of  1798. 

2.  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia. 

3.  Two  volumes  of  manuscript  letters  and  papers  connected 
with  the  Washington  family. 

4.  Six  newspapers  containing  information  concerning  the  cen- 
tennial celebration  at  New  York.  Presented  by  Miss  Nicholas, 
of  Richmond,  Va,,  two  choice  volumes  of  Bourdaloue's  Ser- 
mons, one  edition  of  1716,  the  other  of  1725. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 

Acting  Chairman. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reports  that  immediately  after  the 
last  Council  a  donation  of  valuable  letters  and  papers  pertaining 
to  the  Washington  family  was  made  to  the  Vice-Regent  for 
South  Carolina  and  herself  by  the  Messrs.  Ruben,  of  Alexandria, 
Va,  These  papers  had  been  much  damaged  by  fire  and  smoke, 
but  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  has  carefully  cleaned  and 
arranged  them.  She  has  had  them  bound  in  two  handsome  vol- 
umes, which  she  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  Library  of 
Mount  Vernon.  She  has  also  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a 
copy  of  "Morse's  Gazetteer"  of  the  first  edition  (1798),  which 
corresponds  to  the  copy  in  Washington's  Library.  It  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Library  by  the  Hon.  G.  E.  B.  Jackson,  of  Portland, 
Maine. 

A  copy  of  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia,  in  one  volume,  of  the 
date  1802,  is  also  presented  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

REPORT  OF  THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  RHODE 
ISLAND. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  to  the  Council  the 
newly-erected  sun-dial,  which,  now  completed,  stands  on  the  west 
lawn,  where,  I  trust,  it  will  for  many  years  remain  as  a  loyal 
tribute  from  the  State  which  I  represent 
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It  is  well  known  to  the  Council  that  in  the  time  of  Wash- 
ington there  stood  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  western  lawn,  a  sun- 
dial, and  this  dial  it  has  long  been  the  wish  of  the  Association  to 
replace.  The  many  and  pressing  requirements  in  their  work  of 
restoration  have,  however,  delayed  its  accomplishment  until  the 
present  time. 

The  proposal  had  been  made  that  a  gift  of  two  hundred  dollars 
from  the  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri  should  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  the  lamented  death  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  and  the  munifi- 
cent gift  of  the  Deer  Park  by  her  sons  as  a  memorial  of  their 
mother,  left  the  sun-dial  again  to  be  provided  for. 

The  money  which  had  been  proposed  as  a  nucleus  was  put 
into  the  Endowment  Fund.  And  the  sun-dial,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Council  of  1887,  was  given  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island. 

Upon  my  return  I  presented  the  subject  to  a  few  friends  in 
Providence,  where  it  met  with  a  hearty  response,  and  the  amount 
of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  put  into  my  hands  for  the 
purpose,  with  the  offer  of  an  additional  sum  should  it  be  needed. 
The  following  are  names  of  the  subscribers: 

Mrs.  William  Gammell,  Prof.  William  Gammell,  Mr.  Thomas 
P.  I.  Goddard,  Mrs.  T.  P.  Shepard,  Mk.  Henry  J.  Steere,  Mr. 
Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Miss  Julia  Bullock,  Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown, 
Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown,  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Russell,  Mr.  James 
Coats. 

In  February  of  the  same  year,  the  architectural  services  were 
obtained  of  Alpheus  C.  Morse,  of  Providence,  by  whom  the  plans 
were  drawn,  and  under  whose  direction  the  work  continued. 
The  shaft  of  red  granite  was  worked  by  the  Smith  Granite  Com- 
pany of  Westerly,  R.  I.  The  metal  plate  was  cast  from  Mr. 
Morse's  design,  by  the  Gorham  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Providence,  the  astronomical  details  of  the  dial  having  been 
directed  by  Professor  Upton  of  Brown  University,  whose  valu- 
able services  were  most  kindly  and  freely  g^ven. 

In  October,  1888,  the  shaft  and  dial  were  finished  and  shipped 
to  Washington,  and  from  there  to  Mount  Vernon  where,  on  the 
17th  of  the  month,  the  pedestal  was  set  as  it  now  stands.  In 
choosing  the  spot  for  its  erection,  g^eat  care  had  been  taken  in 
consulting  whatever  references  could  be  obtained  as  to  the  site 
of  the  Washington  dial.  The  authority  of  Lossing  was  studied, 
who,  writing  in  1859,  refers  to  a  plan  then  in  his  possession. 
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drawn  by  the  hand  of  Washington,  and  including  an  oval  grass 
plot  before  the  western  porch,  with  a  dial  post  in  the  centre. 

A  letter  was  also  furnished  me  by  the  kindness  of  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Massachusetts,  containing  a  plan  of  Mount  Vernon 
drawn  in  1820  by  her  grandfather,  Stephen  Longfellow,  also 
including  the  grass  plot  and  dial-post  on  the  west  front. 

From  these  references  the  location  was  determined,  and,  in 
confirmation  of  the  above  records,  it  is  interesting  to  state  that, 
in  digging  for  a  foundation,  there  was  discovered,  at  about  one 
foot  from  the  spot  decided  upon,  and  about  six  inches  below  the 
surface,  the  stump  of  a  wooden  post,  one  foot  six  inches  long, 
and  partly  decayed;  which  was,  in  all  probability,  the  remains 
of  the  post  which  supported  the  original  dial. 

A  printed  leaf  prepared  for  the  subscribers,  gives  the  following 
description: 

"The  pedestal  supporting  the  dial  consists  of  Rhode  Island 
red  granite,  having  the  top  and  die  polished. 

"  The  dial-plate  is  of  bronze  metal,  fourteen  inches  in  diameter, 
with  the  Gnomon  of  the  same  material,  resting  upon  a  sunflower, 
and  accompanied  by  the  motto  *  Horns  non  numero  nisi  Serenas* 
beneath  which  is  inscribed  *  Erected  A.  D.  1888  by  Citizens  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  place  of  the  Dial  which  stood  here  in  the  time 
of  Washington.'" 

ABBY  WHEATON  CHACE, 

Vice-Regent  of  Rhode  Island. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  CONNECTICUT 

Begs  leave  to  report  the  gift  from  Mr.  Carmalt  Morris  and  Mr. 
Woolsey  Carmalt  of  an  Aldemey  bull  calf,  one  of  the  registered 
stock  from  their  farm  in  Pennsylvania.  This  animal  is  registered 
as  "  Wyalusing  "  in  the  name  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
The  Adams  Express  Company,  with  g^eat  liberality,  transported 
the  animal  to  Mount  Vernon  free  of  all  charges. 

Also,  the  gift  from  Col.  E.  McK.  Hudson,  U.  S.  A.,  of  two 
valuable  autograph  letters  from  General  Washington  to  Gov. 
Trumbull,  bearing  date  respectively  October  ist,  1785,  and  April 
loth,  1786. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MARYLAND 
Presented  $50  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  a  repetition  of  her  annual 
gift  for  many  years. 
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THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  DELAWARE 
Presented  $50  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

STATE  REPORT  FOR  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reports  that  the  portraits 
of  Lawrence  Washington,  the  owner  and  builder  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, and  of  her  great  grandmother,  Betty  Washington  (Mrs. 
Fielding  Lewis),  who  was  the  only  sister  of  Greneral  Washington, 
which  were  promised  last  year,  have  been  placed  in  the  West 
Virginia  room  at  Mount  Vernon  as  a  loan  in  care  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Association.  The  Superintendent  reports  that  these 
portraits  are  regarded  with  g^eat  interest  by  visitors.  The  books 
sent  by  Mr.  Silas  Hosmer,  of  Concord,  arrived  after  adjournment 
of  last  Council,  but  were  unpacked  and  a  list  of  the  volumes 
taken  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  kindly  aided  by  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Maine.  The  books  were  deposited  in  the  book- 
cases of  the  Library,  subject  to  disposition  of  Library  Com- 
mittee, and  the  list  has  been  reported  to  Council. 

For  ornamenting  the  Tomb  on  Decoration  Day  there  was  a 
handsome  wreath  of  the  "  Regent's  rose "  sent  by  express  to 
Mount  Vernon  from  West  Virginia  by  the  Vice-Regent.  This 
formed  an  effective  decoration ;  was  admired  by  the  visitors  and 
noticed  in  the  Washington  papers. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA 

Reports  the  g^ft  of  113  trees  from  the  District  of  Columbia  Park- 
ing Commissioners.  These  were  donated  through  the  courtesy 
of  Commissioner  Wheatly.  Some  of  these  trees  are  such  as 
grew  at  Mount  Vernon  in  General  Washington's  time.  By  the 
Agricultural  Department  over  one  hundred  plants  were  donated, 
fifty  packages  of  flower  seed,  and  a  large  quantity  of  grass  seed. 
The  following  is  the  list  of  trees  donated  by  the  Parking  Com- 
missioners: 

10  Norway  maples,  10  sugar  maples,  6  chestnuts,  10  sycamores, 
3  yuccas,  5  willows,  10  cypress,  10  lindens,  10  Grecian  poplars, 
15  Catalpas,  15  North  Carolina  poplars,  6  elms. 
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Among  the  plants  given  are: 

6  cannas,  24  palms,  30  chrysanthemums,  12  geraniums,  roses, 
etc. 

Also  the  gift  from  Mrs.  J.  G.  Webb,  of  Washington,  of  two 
framed  crayon  pictures — ^the  one  a  portrait  of  her  ancestor.  Ser- 
geant Knapp,  a  member  of  Washington's  "body-guard,"  the 
other  a  sketch  of  Washington's  headquarters  when  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  LOUISIANA 

Reports  the  restoration  of  the  summer  house,  as  the  bell  hung  in 
Its  cupola  now  completes  the  work  commenced  three  years  ago. 

Cost  of  restoration  of  summer  house  with  bell.  .$335.00 

From  the  "  Peabody  High  School  " 6.00 

Checque  for  Endowment  Fund 50.00 

The  Vice-Regent  begs  for  permission  to  replace  upon  the 
portico  thirty  "  Windsor  Chairs  "  similar  to  those  which  were  in 
use  there  during  Washington's  time. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  FLORIDA 
Sent  a  valuable  collection  of  plants  for  greenhouse. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  ILLINOIS 
Submitted  to  Council  the  following  report: 

In  the  month  of  October  I  wrote  to  the  State  Department 
asking  the  privilege  of  copying  that  part  of  Greorge  Washington's 
Diary  pertaining  to  shrubs  and  trees  planted  at  Mount  Vernon 
during  his  residence  there.  Permission  was  granted  and  the  list 
of  trees  and  shrubs  "  had  of  Jno.  Bartram,  November  7th,  1792," 
is  in  my  possession.  November  the  5th  I  visited  John  Saul's 
nurseries  to  ascertain  if  he  could  supply  the  trees  and  shrubs 
required.  I  purchased  28  young  trees  and  shrubs,  which  were 
sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  November  28th,  1888. 

My  expendittu-e  upon  lawns  and  for  plants  is: 

Fertilizers    $17.00 

Grass  Seed 24.00 

Shrubs  and  Trees 10.20 

$51.20 
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I  have  also  to  report  the  gift  of  a  rare  collection  of  engravings, 
presented  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Dr.  Thos.  Addis  Emmet,  of  New 
York.  The  historic  value  of  these  fifty  portraits  is  shown  in  the 
following  letter  from  Dr.  Emmet: 

New  York,  October  sth,  1888. 

Dear  Mrs.  Leiter: — ^According  to  promise  I  have  sent  you 
by  express  to-day  a  list  of  the  Generals,  officers  in  the  Revolution, 
who  were  commissioned  by  the  Continental  Congress.  There 
were  others  not  in  the  list,  and  well  known  as  generals,  who 
served  through  the  Revolution,  but  they  held  their  commissions 
in  the  State  militia.  This  list  is  made  in  the  order  of  the  date  of 
commission,  and  their  rank  was  determined  by  this  date. 

The  collection  of  portraits  I  have  sent  you  for  Mount  Vernon 
is  of  great  historical  value  from  the  fact  that  it  is  made  up  to  a 
great  extent  of  portraits  issued  as  "  private  "  or  "  club  portraits," 
of  which  there  were  very  few  impressions  issued  before  the  plate 
was  destroyed.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  get  another 
set  together,  which  would  be  as  complete  as  this  is,  in  containing 
the  authentic  likeness  of  every  general  where  a  portrait  is  known 
to  exist.  For  years  I  have  been  engaged,  with  others,  in  tracing 
out  the  descendants  of  these  men,  and  with  the  object  of  having 
their  portraits  eng^raved  whenever  a  likeness  could  be  found. 

For  a  long  time  nothing  new  has  been  found,  and  I  believe  we 
have  now  accomplished  about  all  it  is  possible  to  do  in  this  line. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  THOMAS  ADDIS  EMMET. 

List  of  engravings  of  Washington  and  the  Generals  of  the 
Revolution : 

Brig.-Gen.  Armand  Tuffin,  Marquis  de  la  Rouerie. 

Brig.-Gren.  Benedict  Arnold. 

Brig.-Gen.  Norborne  Berkeley,  Baron  de  Bottetourt. 

General  Braddock. 

Brig.-Gen.  John  Cadwallader. 

Brig.-Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair. 

Brig.-Gen.  George  Clinton. 

Brig.-Gen.  James  Clinton. 

Brig.-Gen.  Geo.  W.  P.  Custis. 

Brig.-Gen.  Charles  Dayton. 

l33] 
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Brig.-Gen.  Alex.  McDougall. 

Major-Gen.  Duportail. 

Greneral  Thomas,  Sixth  Lord  Fairfax. 

General  Gadsden. 

Major-Gen.  Horatio  Gates. 

General  Mordecai  Gist. 

General  John  Glover. 

General  John  Greaton. 

Major-Gen.  Nathanael  Greene. 

General  Edward  Hand. 

Hon.  William  Heath. 

Ezek.  Hopkins,  Com.-in-Chief  American  Navy,  1776. 

Isaac  Huger. 

Jedediah  Huntington. 

William  Irvine. 

Thomas  Jeflferson. 

John  Paul  Jones,  American  Navy,  1779. 

Henry  Knox, 

Thaddeus  Kosciusko. 

John  Murray,  Earl  Dunmore. 

Robert  Morris. 

Charles  Scott 

William  Smallwood. 

John  Stark. 

Lord  Sterling. 

Baron  Steuben. 

John  Sullivan. 

General  Thomas. 

James  M.  Vamum. 

Admiral  Edward  Vernon.* 

Artemus  Ward. 

General  George  Washington  (19  different  engravings). 

Anthony  Wayne. 

George  Weedon. 

James  Wilkinson. 

O.  H.  Williams. 

David  Wooster. 

Martha  Washington  (2  engravings). 

*  For  whom  Mount  Vernon  was  named. 
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Bushrod  Washington. 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

Patrick  Henry. 

Benjamin  Franklin. 

Also  Washington's  Mansion,  190  Market  Street. 

Robert  Morris'  Mansion,  S.  E.  Cor.  6th  and  Market  Sts. 

Old  City  HaU,  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

Washington's  Apotheosis. 

"  America." 

View  on  the  Potomac  River. 

REPORT  OF  VICErREGENT  FOR  MICHIGAN. 

On  the  evening  of  the  226.  of  February,  a  "Washington 
Lev6e,"  was  given  in  the  parlors  of  the  "  Hobart  House,"  Ann 
Arbor,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan, 
assisted  by  Miss  Angell  and  other  ladies  of  Ann  Arbor.  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Washington  with  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  and 
their  wives  were  represented  and  received  their  guests  in  the 
dress  and  dignified  style  of  "ye  olden  time";  the  minuet  was 
danced  to  good  music;  the  supper  served  by  colored  waiters  in 
livery;  the  parlor  handsomely  decorated  and  the  whole  enter- 
tainment aimed  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  Washington  and 
the  day  celebrated.  That  the  levee  was  esteemed  a  success  was 
evinced  by  the  expressed  desire  to  have  a  yearly  celebration  of 
a  like  character.  A  modest  sum  accrues  to  Mount  Vernon 
Fund  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  the  entertainment — 

Amounting  to $S7«  u 

Receipts  from  a  10  cent  subscription 2.90 

Receipts  from  collection  taken  by  Rector  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church,  Ann  Arbor,  at  a  Centennial 
Inaugural  service  of  "Mission  Sunday  School" 
children   14.44 

Total  receipts  for  year $74-45 

The  Vice-Regent  sent  to  the  garden  four  dozen  plants  of  the 
"  Puritan  Rose."  Two  dozen  of  these  were  purchased  at  Saul's 
for  $10.  Two  dozen  were  contributed  by  M.  A.  Hunt,  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  who  expressed  a  warm  interest  in  the  Mount 
Vernon  greenhouse,  and  who  in  return  for  his  generous  gift 
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asked  only  for  one  or  two  plants  of  the  "  Martha  Washington 
Rose."  The  Vice-Regent  sent  also  two  palms,  to  be  placed  by 
the  "  Old  Tomb." 

(Signed)  ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  KANSAS. 

To  the  Regent  and  Ladies  of  Council. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

At  the  last  session  of  Council  in  May  I  undertook  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  "  servants'  quarters,"  and  offered  under  the  encour- 
agement of  ex-Govemor  Anthony  to  raise  one  thousand  dollars 
for  that  purpose. 

Before  leaving  Mount  Vernon  last  May  I  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Bradshaw,  the  architect,  in  company  with  the  chairman 
of  Building  Committee,  Mrs.  Halsted,  at  which  time  he  agreed 
to  contract  to  rebuild  the  "  quarters  "  for  $1,000,  plans  and  speci- 
fications to  be  sent  to  me  at  my  home.  On  my  return  to  Kansas 
I  consulted  with  friends  as  to  the  best  method  of  doing  this  work. 
•  It  was  considered  no  easy  task  to  awaken  interest  in  an  object 
so  remote  in  time  and  place  among  a  people  intensely  occupied 
in  building  up  and  promoting  the  varied  interests  of  our  State. 
Schools,  churches,  towns  and  cities  are  all  building,  and  every 
•mind  is  fully  occupied  in  the  struggle.  Mount  Vernon  is  nearly 
two  thousand  miles  away  and  its  history  beyond  the  memory  of 
all.  It  was  therefore  decided  that  in  order  to  awaken  patriotism 
and  interest  in  the  common  history  and  glory  of  the  past,  an 
appeal  should  be  made  to  the  schools.  That  the  whole  amount 
"be  raised  by  small  contributions  from  pupils  and  that  the 
restored  buildings  be  inscribed  *  Restored  by  the  schools  of  Kan- 
sas,' names  of  contributors  to  be  enrolled  in  a  book  to  be  kept  at 
Mount  Vernon."  This  appeal  was  endorsed  by  the  Governor 
and  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  a  circular 
paper  with  their  signatures  attached.  Copies  were  circulated 
throughout  the  State,  in  the  leading  journals  and  sent  to  super- 
intendents in  each  of  the  113  counties.  A  programme  ot  exer- 
cises was  prepared  for  use  in  the  schools  on  the  22d  of  February. 
Five  hundred  copies  were  printed  and  sent  out  to  the  various 
schools. 

The  result  was,  that  a  celebration  of  Washington's  Birthday 
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was  held  quite  generally  throughout  the  schools  and  colleges  of 
the  State.  School  buildings  in  towns  and  cities  were  decorated 
with  flags  from  early  mom.  School  rooms  glowed  with  the 
national  colors.  Speeches,  declamations,  essays  and  songs  filled 
the  hours.  Portraits  of  Washington  and  other  worthies  of  his 
time  were  procured  and  will  in  many  cases,  permanently  decorate 
the  walls  in  future.  The  offerings  for  the  restoration  were  small 
in  some  cases,  but  the  report  was  that  the  children  were  delighted 
and  will  long  remember  the  event  and  its  occasion.  At  the  end  of 
April  the  sums  received  represented  60  counties,  203  schools  and 
colleges  and  20,000  children,  and  reached  the  required  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  an  average  of  five  cents  each,  the  last  dona- 
tion being  from  a  remote  county  near  the  Colorado  border  and 
which  was  collected  on  Tuesday,  April  30th,  the  Centennial 
Inauguration  day. 

Thus  a  wave  of  influence  has  been  started  which  will  continue, 
it  is  hoped,  through  the  future,  and  will  bring  in  its  flow,  hun- 
dreds of  visitors  to  Mount  Vernon  and  which  will  keep  alive  in 
the  hearts  of  these  20,000  children  and  their  friends  in  Kansas, 
the  memory  of  Mount  Vernon  and  its  history. 

Since  arriving  here  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Brad- 
shaw,  and  he  is  ready  to  restore  the  "servants'  quarters"  for 
$1,000  as  he  agreed  to  do  in  his  estimate  given  last  year,  the 
restoration  to  be  as  faithful  a  copy  of  the  original  as  possible 
and  all  the  old  bricks  to  be  used,  which  can  be  used  with  safety 
and  permanence.  He  will  give  bonds  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  work.  Mr.  Dodge 
informed  me  some  time  since  that  an  open  air  cellar  under 
the  "quarters"  building  will  be  needed  as  a  sanitary  measure, 
that  more  stairways  and  partitions  will  make  the  place  more 
convenient  for  the  employes,  and  also  recommends  slate  instead 
of  shingle  for  the  roof.  These  additions  would  increase  the 
expense  nearly  $200.  This  additional  outlay  being  no  part  of  the 
original  building,  I  trust  Council  will  assume,  leaving  the  resto- 
ration as  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  and  myself  for  the  $1,000, 
to  be  the  gift  of  my  little  friends  beyond  the  Mississippi.  I  trust 
that  a  few  months  will  see  the  last  ruin  restored  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  gift  of  two  pairs  of  curtains,  crocheted 
by  a  woman  over  seventy  and  presented  by  her  to  Mount  Vernon. 
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Her  name  is  Jane  Kelly  Jones,  born  near  Portland,  Maine.  Her 
grandfather,  Capt  Elisha  Meserbe  or  Meserbe,  served  on  Gen- 
eral Washington's  staff  in  the  Revolution.  She  distinctly  recalls 
seeing  Lafayette  in  1824,  and  knew,  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Mr.  Booth, 
the  father  of  Connecticut's  first  Vice-Regent,  Mary  Booth  Good- 
rich. It  will  gratify  her  if  the  curtains  can  be  made  use  of  here. 
I  sent  to  the  Kansas  historical  rooms  a  copy  of  last  year's 
report  and  a  copy  of  Rev.  Mr.  Slaughter's  sermon  on  "  Chris- 
tianity the  key  to  the  character  of  Washington."  The  reports 
are  always  appreciated  there,  and  I  should  be  happy  to  place  a 
file  of  them  in  their  rooms  as  soon  as  possible. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD,  V.  R.  for  Kansas, 

The  Regent  nominated  the  following  committees: 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Walker. 

Library  Committee — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Mrs. 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Sweat. 

Mansion  Committee — Mrs.  Halsted,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Broad- 
well,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Chace. 

Relics  Committee — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  Miss  Comegys. 

Tomb  Committee — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Records  Committee — Mrs.  Chace,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs. 
Hudson. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Grounds,  Trees  and  Shrubs  Committee — Miss  Harper,  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Halsted,  Mrs.  Comegys. 

Guide-Book  Committee — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

So  full  and  detailed  are  these  reports  of  our  year's  work  that 
little  remains  to  be  added. 

Mrs.  Woodward,  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky,  sent  in  her  resig- 
nation, greatly  to  the  regret  of  the  Board. 

Mrs.  George  Hearst  was  appointed  Vice-Regent  for  California, 
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Mrs.  Nathaniel  P.  Hill  for  Colorado,  and  Mrs.  Flandrau  for  Min- 
nesota. 

Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  to  the  Ad- 
visory Committee. 

The  coming  autumn  will  be  one  of  great  interest  at  Mount 
Vernon  during  the  meeting  of  the  Knights  Templars  in  Wash- 
ington, as  many  of  their  delegations  have  asked  and  obtained 
permission  to  hold  their  religious  services  at  the  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ington, the  great  Master  Mason. 

We  would  express  here  our  gfrateful  appreciation  of  donations 
received  from  our  many  friends  during  the  past  year.  Adams 
Express  Company  never  fail  in  their  liberality  in  passing  freight 
to  Mount  Vernon  free  of  charge.  Professional  men  have  cheer- 
fully given  us  the  results  of  their  science,  their  learning  and  their 
experience,  while  friends  in  many  States  have  sent  us  donations 
of  books,  plants,  etc.,  etc.,  among  the  most  valuable  of  which  are 
the  gifts  from  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  of  New  York,  noticed 
in  the  report  of  the  Vice-Regent  from  Illinois,  and  Kansas'  liberal 
offering  for  restoring  the  "  servants'  quarters." 

The  new  and  fast  steamer  now  being  built  by  the  Hayden  & 
Hollingsworth  Company  for  the  Mount  Vernon  route  and  which 
will  begin  her  work  in  May,  1890,  will  make  two  trips  a  day,  thus 
supplying  to  the  hurried  tourist  a  much  needed  rapid  transit  from 
Washington  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  last  ruin  upon  the  estate  is  now  obliterated  by  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  "servants'  quarters,"  and  Mount  Vernon  now 
stands  Restored  in  this  centennial  year  of  1889  as  Washington 
himself  looked  upon  it  in  1789.  The  many  buildings  are  in 
fine  order;  strong  fences  enclose  the  235  acres;  the  roads  are 
excellent;  there  is  a  thorough  system  of  drainage  and  a  substan- 
tial new  wharf. 

Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the  slope  of  the  clean-cut 
lawns  with  their  background  of  old  trees — ^the  "  Deer  Paddock  " 
(with  its  herd  of  deer)  stretching  off  to  the  left,  while  the  peaceful 
Potomac  flows  by  in  the  near  distance.  The  almost  religious 
silence  of  this  pastoral  scene  is  broken  only  by  the  song  of  birds, 
or  the  tolling  bell  of  the  passing  steamer.* 

But  our  labors  are  not  finished,  though  so  much  is  accom- 

*  All  passing  steamers  toll  a  knell  as  they  pass  the  tomb  of  Washington. 
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plished.  Nature  with  all  her  beauty  is  unkind.  Cyclone  and  tor- 
rents of  rain  have  caused  disastrous  landslides,  carrying  away 
nearly  two  acres  this  last  year,  and  which  are  still  "  moving  on  " 
slowly  to  the  river,  transporting  big  trees  in  their  resistless  move- 
ment Able  engineers  have  generously  brought  their  skill  and 
experience  to  seek  for  the  cause  and  arrest  the  progress  of  such 
disastrous  accidents. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Potomac,  under  its  gentle  flow,  con- 
ceals a  powerful  agent  for  destruction.  Inch  by  inch  its  waters 
tear  away  and  disintegrate  its  banks,  encroaching  fast  upon  the 
land.  Already  the  main  road  to  the  wharf  is  undermined.  A 
substantial  water-wall  can  alone  afford  protection.  This  is  an 
undertaking  which  demands  a  heavy  outlay,  one  of  which  we 
can  assume  but  a  portion  year  by  year.  In  the  coming  year  a 
rip-rap  wall  is  to  be  constructed  on  either  side  of  the  wharf,  for 
at  this  point  the  river  is  the  most  aggressive.  Little  by  little  we 
hope  to  accomplish  this  big  work  as  we  have  others  as  large. 

Acknowledging  no  discouragement  that  cannot  be  mastered 
by  patience  and  courage,  assured  that  our  efforts  will  continue 
to  enlist  the  interest  and  encouragement  of  the  patriotic  public, 
so  long  as  we  faithfully  discharge  our  sacred  trust,  we  offer  to 
the  country  our  Annual  Report  for  1889. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Permanent  Secretary  of  Councils, 

Mount  Vernon  Association. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES' 
ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Regent — Mrs.  LUy  L.  Macalester  Laughton,  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  Torrisdale,  Penn. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Margaret  J.  M.  Sweat,  Portland,  Me.; 
Mrs.  Cornelius  L.  King,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.;  Miss  Alice  M.  Long- 
fellow, Cambridge,  Mass.;  Mrs.  Abby  W.  Chace,  141  Benefit 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I.;  Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson,  Stratford, 
Conn.;  Mrs.  Justine  V.  R.  Townsend,  37  West  37th  Street,  New 
York;  Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Halsted,  Newark,  N.  J.;  Miss  Comegys, 
Dover,  Del.;  Miss  Emily  L.  Harper,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Mrs.  Mary 
T.  Barnes,  1722  H  Street,  Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  Emma  R. 
Ball,  209  W.  Grace  Street,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Wash- 
ington, Charlestown,  W.  Va.;  Mrs.  Letitia  H.  Walker,  Leaks- 
ville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens,  Edgefield,  S.  C;  Mrs.  Ida  A. 
Richardson,  282  Prytania  Street,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs.  Jenny 
M.  Ward,  Ottawa,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Rathbone,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.; 
Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter,  Chicago,  111. ;  Mrs.  Fanny  G.  Baker,  Jack- 
sonville, Florida;  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandreau,  385  Pleasant  Ave., 
St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  San  Francisco,  Cal.; 
Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  Denver,  Col.;  Mrs.  Winder,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Secretary  of  Councils — Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs. 

Resident  Superintendent  at  Mount  Vernon — Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Assistant  Superintendent  at  Mount  Vernon — Mr.  James 
Young. 

Advisory  Committee — ^Judge  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  Delaware; 
Mr.  Justice  Field,  California;  Hon.  John  S.  Barbour,  Virginia; 
Hon.  Thos.  N.  McCarter,  LL.  D.,  New  Jersey;  Dr.  James  C. 
Welling,  Washington,  D.  C;  George  W.  Childs,  Philadelphia, 
Penn. 
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Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vemon,  May  17th,  1890. 


The  following  ladies  were  present: 

Regent,  Mrs.  Lily  L.  Macalester  Laughton,  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  Torrisdale,  Penn.;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Maine;  Mrs.  King,  Vermont; 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Connecticut;  Mrs.  Townsend,  New  York;  Mrs. 
Halsted,  New  Jersey;  Miss  Harper,  Maryland;  Miss  Longfellow, 
Massachusetts;  Miss  Comegys,  Delaware;  Mrs.  Ball,  Virginia; 
Mrs.  Washington,  West  Virginia;  Mrs.  Walker,  North  Caro- 
lina; Mrs.  Pickens,  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  Leiter,  Illinois; 
Mrs.  Ward,  Texas;  Mrs.  Barnes,  District  of  Columbia;  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Michigan;  Mrs.  Richardson,  Louisiana;  Mrs.  Hill, 
Colorado;  Mrs.  Flandreau,  Minnesota;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Califomia. 

REPORT  OF  THE  REGENT  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
1890  MET  AT  MOUNT  VERNON. 

Ladies: — ^We  meet  again  at  our  annual  Council,  gladly  wel- 
coming to  our  Board  several  new  colleagues,  of  whose  interest 
in  our  patriotic  work,  I  have  received  many  pleasant  assurances 
in  the  past  year.  But  we  are  again  saddened  by  the  death  of 
one  of  our  little  band;  one  who  was  very  near  and  dear  to  us  all, 
if  I  may  judge  of  your  feelings,  from  the  loving  tributes  that  so 
many  of  you  have  paid  to  her  blessed  memory  in  your  letters  to 
me.  Elizabeth  Lytle  Broadwell,  Vice-Regent  for  Ohio  since 
1875,  had  from  the  time  of  her  appointment  been  one  of  the  most 
active  and  enthusiastic  members  of  our  Association,  entering 
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into  all  her  duties  with  a  degree  of  conscientious  earnestness  that 
never  wearied  nor  flagged.  The  music  room,  restored  throtigh 
her  exertions  by  her  State,  containing,  as  it  does,  so  many  val- 
uable and  interesting  relics,  is  an  enduring  proof  of  her  devoted 
interest  and  painstaking  effort.  But  it  is  of  her  especially,  as 
our  dear  colleague  and  friend,  that  we  will  always  think  tenderly 
and  lovingly.  As  was  beautifully  expressed  by  one  of  you  in  a 
letter  to  me,  "  I  never  have  known  a  sweeter  woman.  She  was 
true  and  brave,  and  by  her  loving  sympathy  and  kindness  she 
won  all  hearts.  Antagonisms  seemed  to  fade  away  in  her  pres- 
ence." I  may  add  that  one  of  her  missions  in  life  seemed  to  be 
that  of  bringing  sunshine  always  with  her,  tempered  by  the  most 
earnest  and  tender  sympathy  for  those  in  sorrow  or  in  need — 
a  more  perfect  character  I  have  never  known,  and  her  death  was 
as  beautiful  as  her  life  had  been:  her  mind  entirely  clear  and 
perfectly  resigned,  and  at  the  last — ^the  bright  and  radiant  expres- 
sion of  her  countenance  seeming  to  indicate  a  gHmpse  into  the 
glories  of  the  Heavenly  home. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  satisfactory  and  prosperous  one  for 
Mount  Vernon,  the  mild  winter  having  enabled  the  boat  to  make 
its  trips  without  interruption;  and  the  assembling  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  and  several  other  important  organizations  in  Wash- 
ington, brought  a  larger  number  of  visitors  than  usual.  Each 
year  appears  to  develop  a  greater  interest  in  the  place,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  almost  the  first  wish  expressed  by  all  who 
come  to  Washington,  whether  foreigners  or  Americans,  is  to 
visit  this  hallowed  spot. 

The  beautiful  new  boat,  which  the  owners,  Messrs.  McBabben 
&  Blake,  have  built  in  the  past  year,  will  add  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  and  comfort  of  the  trip,  and  will  undoubtedly  attract  a 
largely  increasing  number  of  visitors.  The  name  it  bears, 
"  Charles  Macalester,"  is  a  source  of  peculiar  gratification  to  me, 
being  that  of  my  dear  father,  one  of  the  earliest  and  truest 
friends  of  our  Association. 

I  had  last  autumn,  through  Mr.  Adee,  2d  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State,  a  very  interesting  correspondence  with  Sir  Julian 
Pauncefote,  the  Biitish  Minister  at  Washington,  in  regard  to 
the  planting  of  a  tree  at  Mount  Vernon  to  replace  the  one  which 
was  planted  in  i860,  by  "His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,"  and  which  died  some  years  later.    Sir  Julian  Pauncefote 
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on  visiting  Mount  Vernon  shortly  after  his  arrival  last  spring  in 
Washington,  was  told  of  this,  and  expressed  great  interest  and 
regret.  On  his  return  to  England,  for  a  visit,  in  the  summer, 
he  informed  the  "  Prince  "  that  the  tree  he  had  planted  was  dead, 
and  "  His  Royal  Highness  "  (to  quote  the  words  of  Sir  Julian) 
"expressed  his  solicitude  that  the  tribute  he  intended  to  the 
memory  of  Washington  should  not  fail  of  its  desired  effect,  and 
requested  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  replace  the  dead  tree 
with  another  to  be  planted  by  *  Sir  Julian '  in  his  name."  This 
pleasant  duty  "  Sir  Julian  "  was  anxious  to  accomplish,  and  after 
consultation  with  me,  we  decided  that  an  English  oak  would  be 
the  most  suitable  tree  to  select,  and  Mr.  Dodge  accordingly  pro- 
cured one,  which  Sir  Julian  has  planted  in  the  very  spot  where 
the  first  one  was  placed  by  the  "  Prince."  The  interest  shown 
in  this  matter  by  the  "  Prince  of  Wales,"  and  the  courteous  and 
graceful  manner  in  which  his  wishes  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
British  Minister,  is  another  touching  proof  of  the  reverence  felt 
not  only  in  our  own  land,  but  also  among  foreign  powers  for  the 
memory  of  Washington. 

I  will  now  have  the  pleasure  of  reading  to  you  Sir  Julian's 
speech  on  the  occasion  of  the  planting  of  the  tree: 

Mrs.  Macakster-Laughton,  Ladies  and  Gentlefnen: — I  hope  you 
will  follow  me  in  a  few  words  to  express  the  thanks  of  the 
"  Prince  of  Wales  "  to  the  Regent  and  Council  of  the  "  Mount 
Vernon  Association"  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  they  have 
responded  to  the  decision  of "  His  Royal  Highness,"  that  the  tree 
which  he  planted  on  this  spot  about  twenty-eight  years  ago, 
should  be  replaced  by  a  fresh  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  great 
man  who  reposes  under  the  beautiful  umbrage  of  Mount  Vernon. 

I  desire  also  to  express  my  personal  and  cordial  thanks  to  Mrs. 
Macalester-Laughton  for  the  courteous  and  kindly  assistance 
and  cooperation  which  she  has  accorded  me  in  the  discharge  of 
this  agreeable  duty.  My  acknowledgments  are  likewise  due  to 
Mr.  Harrison  H.  Dodge,  the  able  Superintendent  of  these 
gfrounds,  for  the  care  with  which  he  has  tended  this  young  Eng- 
lish oak  tree  until  the  time  for  transplanting  it  to  this  spot.  The 
tree  was  originally  planted  last  year,  a  fact  to  which  I  attach 
importance,  as  it  was  the  year  of  the  celebration  of  the  Wash- 
ington Centennial.    On  that  occasion  the  most  eloquent  speeches 
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were  delivered  in  eulogy  of  Washington,  and  I  had  the  privilege 
of  hearing  the  splendid  oration  of  Chief  Justice  Fuller  in  the 
Capitol  on  that  inexhaustible  theme.  But  all  that  has  been  said 
then,  all  that  can  be  said  now,  all  that  may  be  said  hereafter,  has, 
I  think,  been  resumed  in  the  eloquent  words  said  of  Washington, 
that  he  was  "  First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen." 

I  hope  that  this  English  oak  tree  will  be  more  fortunate  than 
its  predecessor  and  will  endure  for  many  generations  as  an  em- 
blem of  the  sturdy  qualities  which  distinguished  Washington  and 
the  race  from  which  he  sprung.  I  hope  also  that  it  will  endure 
as  a  token  of  the  feeling  of  attachment  and  admiration  enter- 
tained by  the  royal  family  of  England  and  the  people  of  Eng- 
land for  this  great  and  kindred  nation,  which  owes  so  much  to 
the  genius  and  virtues  of  Washington. 

To  which  I  responded  as  follows: 

"  This  is  indeed  a  most  interesting  occasion,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  I  beg  you.  Sir  Julian 
Pauncefote,  to  convey  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  assurance  of  our  cordial  appreciation  of  his  interest 
in  Mount  Vernon  and  of  our  pleasure  in  his  having  delegated  to 
you  the  carrying  out  of  his  wishes.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  our 
Association  to  have  this  tree  planted  by  you,  in  the  place  of  the 
one  planted  by  the  Prince,  which  so  unfortunately  died,  and  we 
thank  you  for  your  interest  in  the  matter  and  for  your  kindness 
in  bringing  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  I  assure 
you  this  ceremony  will  be  always  most  pleasantly  remembered  by 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  and  I  trust '  this  English 
oak  will  endure  for  many  generations,'  as  an  emblem  of  the  good 
feeling  between  the  mother-country,  from  which  Washington's 
ancestors  came,  and  the  younger  and  kindred  nation  which  is 
always  proud  to  acknowledge  its  everlasting  debt  of  gratitude  to 
him  who  was  so  truly  the  Father  of  his  Country." 

The  recent  visit  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  to  Mount 
Vernon,  suggests  many  interesting  facts  relating  to  its  formation 
in  1783,  107  years  ago.  The  idea  of  it  originated  with  General 
Knox,  who  consulted  General  Washington  in  regard  to  it,  and 
found  it  met  with  his  cordial  interest  and  approval.  Generals 
Knox,   Hand,  Huntingdon  and  Shaw,  were  consequently  ap- 
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pointed  a  committee  to  arrange  a  plan.  The  headquarters  of  the 
army  were  then  at  Newburgh.  On  May  13th  of  that  year,  at  the 
quarters  of  Baron  Steuben,  in  Fishkill  (just  opposite),  they 
reported  a  form  which  was  adopted  as  the  constitutional  organi- 
zation of  the  Society,  the  object  of  it  being  "to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  the  War  for  American  Independence,  and  to 
associate  themselves  into  one  Society  of  friends,  to  endure  as  long 
as  they,  or  any  of  their  eldest  male  posterity,  and  in  failure 
thereof,  the  collateral  branches  who  may  be  judged  worthy  of 
becoming  its  supporters  and  members."  "To  promote  and 
cherish  unity  and  national  honor  between  the  respective  States, 
and  to  render  permanent  the  cordial  affection  subsisting  among 
the  officers."  The  original  certificates  of  membership  were 
engraved  in  France,  and  most  of  them  were  signed  by  Wash- 
ington, the  first  President  of  the  Society,  at  Mount  Vernon. 
Lafayette  was  a  member  of  the  Society  from  its  foundation,  and 
the  French  officers,  who  served  in  the  Continental  Army,  pre- 
sented General  Washington  with  a  very  elegant  "  Order  of  the 
Cincinnati,"  studded  with  precious  stones,  about  two  hundred  in 
number,  and  on  the  ribbon  from  which  the  order  is  suspended 
are  inscribed  the  words,  "  Presented  in  the  name  of  the  French 
Soldiers  to  his  Excellency  the  General  Washington."  In  con- 
sequence of  the  peculiar  personal  connection  of  Washington  with 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  I  thought  it  proper  to  accord  the 
permission  (respectfully  asked  by  its  officers,  in  arranging  for 
their  visit  to  Mount  Vernon)  for  them  to  hold  a  session  in  the 
Banquet  Hall,  and  thus  reach  back,  as  it  were,  across  the  cen- 
tury to  the  time  when  Washington  himself  presided  here  at  their 
early  conference,  and  signed,  as  I  have  said,  the  certificates  of 
membership. 

Acting  upon  the  authorization  of  last  Council,  I,  after  several 
consultations  with  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  authorized  him  to 
invest  the  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Endowment 
Fund,  in  a  5  per  cent,  mortgage  recommended  by  him,  running 
for  three  years  and  secured  by  valuable  city  property. 

The  sale  of  the  $19,000  4^  per  cent,  government  bonds  matur- 
ing in  1 891,  advised  by  Treasurer  and  decided  upon  by  last 
Council,  netted  $20,306.25,  and  that  amount  was  promptly  in- 
vested in  the  following  securities: 

$5,000,  Omaha  School  Bonds  (at  108J),  bearing  4J  per  cent 
interest  (running  to  1908),  costing  $5425. 
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$5,000,  St.  Paul  School  District  Bonds  (at  109),  interest  4^  per 
cent.,  costing  $5,474.38,  maturing  in  1919. 

$5,000,  Chattanooga  Union  R.  R.  6  per  cent.  Bonds,  at  102, 
costing  $5,100,  maturing  1918. 

$5,000,  Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  6  per  cent.  Bonds,  at  I2if,  costing 
$6,087.50,  maturing  in  1907. 

I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  for  further  details  of 
our  financial  matters,  and  desire  to  say  that  we  are  greatly 
indebted  to  him  for  the  genuine  interest  he  evinced  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  and  for  the  pains  that  he  took  to  obtain  for  our 
Association  safe  and  satisfactory  investments.  I  trust  that  our 
judgment  will  meet  the  approval  of  Council. 

The  Endowment  Fund  is  now  closely  invested,  and  its  interest 
has  not  been  drawn  upon  except  to  pay  for  these  investments, 
the  receipts  of  the  general  expense  fund  having  been  sufficient 
(with  the  sums  contributed  for  special  restorations  and  pur- 
chases) to  meet  the  repairs  and  restorations  ordered  by  last 
Council,  as  also  our  running  expenses,   amounting  in  all  to 

$i3»3i6.i3. 

The  restoration  of  the  servants'  quarters,  undertaken  last  year 
on  behalf  of  her  State  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas,  completes 
the  buildings  that  were  at  Mount  Vernon  in  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington. I  made  in  the  early  summer  my  usual  visit  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  was  gratified  to  find  everything  in  admirable  con- 
dition. 

The  gardens  and  greenhouses  this  year  have  been  very  flour- 
ishing, and  the  receipts  therefrom  extremely  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Whelan,  the  gardener,  has  shown  great  interest  in  his  depart- 
ment, and  the  improvement  in  late  years  in  the  variety  and 
quality  of  the  flowers  has  been  very  marked  and  favorably  com- 
mented upon  by  visitors. 

Having  been  informed  some  weeks  ago,  by  a  very  courteous 
note  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  of  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  during  our  Council,  and  being 
requested  to  state  the  day  upon  which  it  would  be  most  agree- 
able to  us  to  receive  these  gentlemen,  I  named  Tuesday,  May 
20th,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Governor  would  also  give 
us  the  pleasure  of  his  company.  We  will  all,  I  am  sure, 
endeavor  to  make  this  an  agreeable  social  occasion  to  our  guests, 
who  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  and  gratified  in  observing  the 
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careful  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  the  estate  of  Mount 
Vernon,  our  sacred  charge,  is  cared  for,  and  the  fidelity  with 
which  in  all  the  restorations  that  have  been  accomplished  we 
have  adhered  to  their  original  plans  and  purposes. 

With  feelings  of  deep  thankfulness  for  the  prosperity  that  has 
enabled  us  to  do  so  much,  and  with  earnest  prayers  for  its  con- 
tinuance, and  invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  to  be  with 
us  in  our  Councils  now  and  ever,  I  am  your  friend  and  Regent, 
LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON. 

MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reports  the  receipt  of  an  inter- 
esting relic — a  satin  belt  adorned  with  a  vignette,  with  miniature 
portraits  of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  such  as  were  worn  by 
children  when  Lafayette  was  received  in  Boston.  It  was  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Benj.  Nesmith,  of  Wilbraham,  Mass.  Also  a 
large  engraving  presented  by  Mr.  Luke  Dillon,  and  placed  by 
the  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  at  the  disposal  of  the  Association. 

VERMONT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Vermont  reports  the  sum  of  $1.25 
towards  the  Endowment  Fund,  the  twenty-five  cents  being  the 
New  Hampshire  contribution. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  has  no  report  for  her 
State,  except  a  contribution  to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  $25. 
(Signed)  AI.ICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 

F.  R.  for  Massachusetts. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  has  pleasure  in  presenting 
a  valuable  gift  from  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Avery,  of  New  York  City. 
This  is  an  enamel  portrait  of  Washington  (beautifully  framed), 
by  Henry  Bone,  R.  A.,  1825,  from  the  original  picture  painted 
by  Gilbert  Stuart  in  1796,  for  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne. 

The  Vice-Regent  also  offers  from  her  State  a  handsome  brass 
fender  as  a  protection  to  the  marble  mantelpiece;  also  an  awning 

1*31 
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over  the  large  window;  also  a  "History  of  Greorge  Washington 
and  Mount  Vernon/'  presented  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Library  by 
the  "  Historical  Society  of  Long  Island." 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  acknowledges  from  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Louisiana  the  receipt  of  three  most  interesting  letters 
of  Washington,  one  of  which  contains  the  double  signatures  of 
George  and  Martha  Washington,  in  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  George  Washington  Parke  Custis  for  a  oometcy  of  diagoons. 
This  valuable  contribution  will  greatly  enhance  the  interest  of 
the  original  letters  now  in  our  possession. 

A  relic  of  the  time  of  Lafayette's  visit  to  America,  in  the  shape 
of  a  yellow  satin  belt,  which  belonged  to  Miss  Hannah  Thomp- 
son, of  New  Hampshire,  and  was  worn  by  her,  August  24th, 
1824,  when  Lafayette  was  received  in  Boston. 

"  Three  thousand  school  children  assembled  on  the  Common, 
wearing  ribbons  stamped  with  pictures  of  Washington  and 
Lafayette." 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  would  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  $10  toward  the  Mount  Vernon  State  Fund,  from  Mrs. 
Natalie  Ray  Baylies,  in  addition  to  a  large  sum  given  toward  the 
purchase  of  a  handsome  mirror  which  hung  at  Mount  Vernon 
for  many  years.  The  Vice-Regent  has  been  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  raise  money  to  purchase  this  mirror,  and  trusts  that 
some  patriotic  feeling  may  be  expressed  to  enable  her  to  collect 
genuine  relics. 

(Signed)  JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 

V,  R.  for  New  York. 

The  Regent  read  a  letter  certifying  to  the  authenticity  of  two 
valuable  relics  presented  through  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  York, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"An  army  chest  of  General  Washington;  a  plain  painted 
wooden  box,  measures  about  three  feet  square — on  one  side, 
*  Geo.  Washington,  Va.,'  in  large  white  letters,  on  the  other 
side,  *  G.  W.'  This  box  was  g^ven  me  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Wash- 
ington herself.  She  married  the  Rev.  E.  Syle,  missionary  to 
China.  Her  things  were  packed  in  this  chest,  and  on  going  to 
China  she  gave  it  to  me. 

This  panel  of  Gen.  Washington's  carriage  was  given  to  my 
father,  Rev.  Robert  Bolton,  by  old  Bishop  Meade  on  one  of  his 
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yearly  visits  to  the  Priory,  somewhere  about  1848.  The  General 
in  traveling  through  Virginia,  finding  his  carriage  too  heavy  for 
further  travel,  exchanged  it  for  a  lighter  one  at  Bishop  Meade's 
father's,  and  it  was  never  recalled.  This  is  part  of  the  door  panel 
on  which  his  hand  rested;  an  escutcheon  is  painted  on  it.  My 
father  had  it  simply  framed  and  it  measures  over  a  foot  square. 
(Signed)  ADfeLE  BOLTON,  Pelham,  N.  YT 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  begs  leave  to  report  a  gift  of 
$50,  which  she  makes  to  the  Endowment  Fund  in  memory  of  her 
mother. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MARYLAND 

Presented  her  oft-repeated  annual  gift  to  the  Endowment  Fund 
of  $50. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent,  District  of  Colimibia,  reports  the  gift  of  a 
piece  of  curtain  material,  which  belonged  to  Warner  Washington 
of  the  elder  branch  of  the  Washington  family,  and  is  nearly  two 
hundred  years  old.  Donated  by  Mrs.  Weeks,  of  Louisiana,  a 
granddaughter  of  Warner  Washington. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  reports  the  purchase  since  last 
Council  of  window  shades  for  Washington's  room,  and  of  bed 
linen.  She  is  indebted  to  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for 
Louisiana,  for  the  restoration  of  the  brass  handles  to  the  bureau 
in  this  room,  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  original  handles, 
which  had  been  carried  away  by  relic  hunters. 

(Signed)  EMMA  R.  BALL. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  regrets  that  personal  ill- 
ness prevented  attention  to  work  for  the  Association ;  but  has  the 
pleasure  of  reporting  the  donation  from  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Harrison  of  two  handsome  floral  wreaths  on  the  30th  day  of  May 
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last  and  the  4th  of  July,  for  decorating  the  tomb  of  Washington. 
Mrs.  Harrison  kindly  promised  to  send  another  wreath  to  be  used 
on  the  approaching  Decoration  Day,  and  also  a  contribution  of 
plants  from  the  White  House  conservatories  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non greenhouse.  Also  for  use  on  the  three  decoration  days  of 
the  year  the  Vice-Regeftt  presents  a  porcelain  urn  for  the  sar- 
cophagus of  Washington.  The  urn  is  a  family  relic  which  has 
only  been  used  as  a  mortuary  vase,  and  is  connected'  with  many 
sad  and  sacred  memories.* 

(Signed)  ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  V.  R, 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

On  learning  that  Council  had  accepted  my  proposition  to 
restore  the  thirty  Windsor  chairs  that  formerly  stood  on  the 
piazza  of  the  mansion,  I  at  once  tried  to  procure  them  in  my 
own  State  according  to  an  illustration  I  had;  failing  in  my  efforts, 
I  applied  to  Mrs.  Hudson  to  learn  what  could  be  done  in  Con- 
necticut. Mrs.  Hudson  found  she  had  a  chair  which  had  been  in 
her  family  over  a  hundred  years,  of  which  the  illustration  was  a 
true  picture,  and  after  months  of  effort  to  find  some  manufac- 
turer who  could  undertake  the  work,  succeeded  at  last  in  finding 
that  Chamberlin  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  were  the  proper  persons 
to  g^ve  it  to,  and  very  kindly  sent  her  chair  as  model.  The 
chairs  being  entirely  hand-made,  six  only  have  been  completed 
in  time  for  Council. 

I  have  handed  the  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  six 
volumes,  the  names  and  dates  of  publications  being  in  the  list 
of  books  formerly  contained  in  Washington's  Library,  one  of 
them  being  "  Memoir«es  Historiques  sur  La  Louisiane,"  published 
in  1753.  I  was  also  able  to  purchase  from  Mrs.  Arthur  Stuart 
a  china  plate  and  three  letters  from  Washington  to  David  Stuart, 
which  have  been  given  to  the  Relic  Committee. 

(Signed)  IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  KANSAS. 

To  the  Regent  and  Ladies  of  Council: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  the  work  of  last  year,  in 
collecting  funds  for  the  restoration  of  the  ruined  quarters,  has 

*  Since  adjournment  of  Council,  Secretary  Tracey  has  given  a  handsome 
flag  to  Mount  Vernon. 
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had  the  effect  of  increasmg  the  interest  in  Mount  Vernon  through- 
out my  State,  as  shown  in  the  number  of  schools  holding  impro- 
priate exercises  on  Washington's  Birthday,  and  I  trust  this 
interest  will  continue  to  increase  in  the  future. 

In  accordance  with  the  promise  made  to  the  children  to  record 
their  names  in  a  record  book,  to  be  kept  at  Mount  Vernon,  a 
large  ledger  has  been  procured,  which  is  bound  in  polished 
woods,  black  walnut  and  apple  tree;  and  I  have  been  diligently 
employed  in  leistwe  hours  in  copying  the  names  of  the  contrib- 
utors. Only  about  half  of  the  20,000  names  have,  however,  yet 
been  inserted,  and  when  completed  the  book  will  be  forwarded 
to  this  place. 

I  have  been  presented  by  Mrs.  Jane  Kelly  Jones,  of  Ottawa, 
Kansas,  with  a  fine  white  bed-quilt  and  a  rug,  made  by  her  sister, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Kelly,  granddaughter  of  Col.  Elisha  Meserbe,  of 
Gen.  Washington's  staff. 

These  articles  have  been  accepted  for  the  New  Jersey  room  by 
the  Vice-Regent  for  that  State.  I  have  also  received  from  Mrs. 
K  W.  Burt,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  $100  for  the  Endowment 
Fund. 

The  restored  quarters  I  find  very  satisfactory  indeed.  They 
will  be  a  sotu"ce  of  pleasure  to  the  visitors  from  my  State,  I  am 
sure,  and  must  be  a  gratification  to  the  Association.  The  work 
is  well  done,  and  the  restored  building  quite  changes  the  appear- 
ance of  that  part  of  the  garden.  And  in  this  regard  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanks,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  to  the  Regent  and  to 
Superintendent  Dodge,  for  their  care  and  vigilance  in  superin- 
tending the  restoration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(  Signed)  JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD, 

Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

WISCONSIN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  repairs  to  the  two  gate  lodges;  also 
the  gift  to  Mount  Vernon  of  several  pieces  of  Martha  Wash- 
ington's gowns.  These  were  given  to  the  late  John  Chapman 
(Artist,  Rome,  Italy)  when  on  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  many 
years  ago,  and  were  received  by  the  Vice-Regent  from  Mr. 
Chapman's  daughter.  The  following  memoranda  came  with  the 
bits  of  brocade: 
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"  Fragments  of  wedding  and  court  dresses  of  Mrs.  General 
George  Washington. 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Lewis  (granddaughter  of  Mrs.  Washington) 
to  Jno.  G.  Chapman  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Mount  Vernon 
in  1834." 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

A  plan  for  a  Washington  Reception  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
having  been  abandoned  because  tlie  22d  of  February  came  in 
Lent,  and  for  other  local  reasons,  Miss  Richmond,  who  was 
interested  in  the  entertainment,  made  a  personal  contribution  to 
the  Mount  Vernon  Fund  of  $10. 

The  Vice-Regent  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Room  a  photograph  of  an  original  portrait  of  John 
Adams,  by  Gilbert  Stuart.  This  is  the  first  photograph  ever 
made  of  this  portrait,  and  a  copy  of  it  presented  to  Mr.  Charles 
F.  Adams  called  forth  expressions  of  much  interest 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Adams  has  promised  the  Vice-Regent  some 
interesting  relics — ^books  and  letters — of  John  Adams  and  John 
Quincy  Adams,  for  the  Library  at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  Vice-Regent  presents  for  Endowment  Fund  $10. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)  ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

I  distributed  twelve  (12)  copies  of  the  Council  Report  for  1889 
in  my  State,  one  of  which  was  sent  to  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society. 

My  book,  the  "  Sketches  of  the  Generals  of  the  Continental 
Army,"  which  Council  accepted  from  me  last  year,  was  placed 
on  sale  at  Mount  Vernon,  October  ist,  1889.  The  first  edition 
consists  of  1,009  copies  bound  in  paper.  The  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  this  book  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Dodge. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Gunther,  of  Chicago,  has  presented  to  Mount  Ver- 
non through  me  a  Martha  Washington  letter  beautifully  framed 
between  glass,  permitting  four  sides  to  be  examined.  The  letter 
is  mounted  with  four  rare  engravings  of  Martha  Washington, 
and  was  written  in  1778.    A  discharge  from  the  American  Army 
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to  Major  A.  Denniss,  signed  by  General  Washington,  also  a 
letter  from  G.  W.  Park  Custis.  These  letters  are  highly  valued 
by  collectors.  Mr.  Gunther  promises  three  cases  of  Revolu- 
tionary relics,  to  be  delivered  at  such  time  as  there  shall  be  a 
fire-proof  room  or  building  to  receive  them.  I  earnestly  desire 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  my  book  to  go  to  the  fund  for  the 
fire-proof  building. 

Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  of  New  York,  sends  through  me  a 
fine  engraving  of  Tobias  Lear,  General  Washington's  Secretary, 
which  now  hangs  in  the  Illinois  Room  where  Lossing  reports 
one  during  the  residence  of  General  and  Mrs.  Washington  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Expenditures  for  the  year  1889: 

Railing  to  protect  the  furniture  in  Illinois  Room $  18.00 

Framing  60  engravings  given  by  Dr.  Thos.  Addis  Emmet  96.00 
Edition  of  Sketches  of  the  Generals  of  the  Continental 

Army  467.50 

Total    $581 .50 

(Signed)  MARY  T.  LETTER, 

Vice-Regent  for  lUinois. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  gave  three  valuable  water 
colors,  handsomely  framed,  of  "  Selgrave  Manor,"  "  Great  Bring- 
ton  Church  "  and  the  "  Washington  Cottage,"  accompanied  by  a 
finely  illuminated  description  of  the  paintings  as  follows: 

"  Selgrave  Manor "  in  Northamptonshire,  Eng.,  was  formerly 
the  home  of  the  Washington  family. 

"  Great  Brington  Church "  in  Northamptonshire,  contains 
some  tombs  of  the  Washingtons;  one  bears  the  shield  of  the 
family,  the  three  stars,  the  bars  and  the  mullets. 

"  The  Washington  Cottage  "  in  the  parish  of  Little  Brington, 
is  also  associated  with  the  Washingtons;  on  a  tablet  over  the 
door  is  this  inscription: 

"The  Lord  giveth,  and  the  Lord  taketh  away:  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord — 

A.  D.  1606." 


i6  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1890. 

REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union,  in  Grand  Council 
Assembled: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30th,  1890: 

In  accordance  with  the  written  instructions  handed  to  me  by 
the  Secretary  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Council  of  1889,  the 
various  items  therein  mentioned  have  had  my  attention,  and  I 
will  now  proceed  to  particularize  under  each  heading  the  results 
obtained. 

LANDSLIDES. 

The  tmusually  heavy  rainfalls  of  April  and  May,  1889,  caused 
the  hillsides  fronting  the  river  to  breaJc  and  slip  at  several  points 
on  the  estate,  but  the  most  serious  was  the  crevasse  below  the 
Old  Tomb,  which  threatened  to  undermine  the  same.  The 
ladies  who  were  present  at  last  Council  will  remember  its  alarm- 
ing appearance.  Investigation  showed  a  series  of  deep-seated 
springs  oozing  out  of  quicksand  overlying  a  substratum  of 
saponaceous  clay  having  steep  pitch  or  inclination.  This  con- 
dition, coupled  with  the  excessive  saturation  of  the  earth  above, 
was  sufficient  explanation  of  the  giving  way  of  the  terrace.  To 
correct  the  fault  it  was  necessary  to  clear  away  the  huge  mass 
of  mud,  dig  down  to  solid  foundation,  trace  the  springs  back  as 
far  as  possible,  and  gather  them  by  means  of  tile  drains  and 
blind  ditches  to  carry  off  the  water.  This  was  accomplished 
successfully,  as  was  also  the  subsequent  filling  and  grading  to 
restore  the  terrace.  A  steady  and  constant  flow  of  water  from 
the  outlet  shows  the  effectiveness  of  the  drain. 

The  "  slide  "  of  greatest  area  occurred  in  the  woods  and  field 
east  of  the  deer  park.  The  movement  there  was  found  to  be  so 
deep  and  so  extensive  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  attempt  cor- 
rection which  would  cost  so  much  and  be  productive  of  little 
advantage  even  if  successful.  The  value  of  that  piece  of  land 
does  not  warrant  the  outlay  at  present.  Eminent  engineers  have 
examined  this  carefully  and  corroborate  the  foregoing  statement. 
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The  most  serious  damage  threatened  by  this  "  slide  "  is  to  the 
fence  along  the  east  side  of  the  deer  park,  a  portion  of  which 
must  be  changed. 

RIP.RAP  WALL. 

The  designed  improvement  to  the  river  shore  near  the  wharf 
consisted  of  a  rough  stone  wall  two  hundred  yards  long,  five  feet 
high,  and  averaging  two  feet  thick.  Back  of  this  wall,  the  line 
of  which  was  fifty  feet  from  shore,  the  filling  of  earth  was  depos- 
ited by  the  dredging  machine  which  had,  on  May  20th,  finished 
excavating  Mount  Vernon  channel.  The  work  was  begun  May 
24th,  but  heavy  storms  and  freshets  delayed  and  damaged  it  to 
some  extent.  Finally  accomplished,  however,  it  serves  as  a  great 
protection  to  your  property  and  gives  a  neater  appearance  to  the 
environments  of  the  wharf. 

Grass-seed,  vines,  shrubs,  and  trees  on  this  reclaimed  land 
already  indicate  what  may  be  achieved  later  on  to  still  further 
better  the  appearance  of  the  grounds  at  this  point. 

I  recommend  the  finishing  off  of  the  wall  by  adding  a  coping 
of  larger  stones  to  make  it  more  substantial  and  safer  for  people 
who  may  be  tempted  to  walk  upon  it 

DORMER  WINDOWS  IN  OFFICE  BED-ROOMS. 

In  each  of  the  two  bed-rooms  over  the  office  a  dormer  window 
was  constructed  as  ordered  by  Council.  The  ventilation  thereby 
secured  makes  these  rooms  comfortable  in  summer,  which  they 
scarcely  were  before. 

EAVE-GUTTERS  AND  SNOW-BREAKS. 

The  bam,  laundry,  smoke-house,  carpenter  shop  and  wagon 
shed  were  supplied  with  eave-g^tters  and  snow-breaks,  similar 
to  those  placed  on  the  other  buildings  the  year  before. 

ROOFS  PAINTED. 

The  roofs  of  the  Mansion  and  all  other  buildings,  twelve  in  all, 
were  painted  with  one  good  coat  of  metallic  brown  and  oil. 
The  painters  discovered  some  defective  places  in  the  shingling 
and  these  I  had  repaired  at.  once. 
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REPAIRS  AT  GREENHOUSE. 

The  entire  roof  of  the  old  greenhouse  was  reglazed  and  painted 
inside  and  out  A  very  much  needed  improvement  The 
boilers  were  overhauled,  and  the  staging  reconstructed.  A  sub- 
sequent break  in  the  hot-water  pipes  and  necessary  repair  of 
pumps  was  attended  to. 

SILO. 

The  silo,  for  storing  green  fodder  for  the  cattle,  was  enlarged 
and  improved  as  directed. 

FENCES. 

The  old  paling  fence  across  the  north  lawn  was  removed,  and 
in  its  stead  one  of  post  and  wire  adopted  as  a  temporary  device. 

The  cuttings  for  the  privet  hedge,  which  were  kindly  donated, 
were  set  out  along  this  line  of  fence  and  are  making  a  favorable 
start,  but  may  not  be  expected  to  produce  much  of  a  showing 
before  another  season. 

The  dilapidated  rail  fence  1,400  feet  in  extent,  bordering  the 
back  road,  was  replaced  by  cedar  posts  and  cypress  plank.  The 
labor  was  performed  by  our  employes  at  times  when  there  were 
not  more  pressing  duties. 

OLD  TOMB. 

The  brick  pavement  and  bluestone  steps  were  laid  in  front  of 
the  Old  Tomb,  as  ordered  by  Council. 

NEW  TOMB. 

To  ventilate  the  vault  in  rear  of  New  Tomb  the  back  wall  was 
cut  and  a  heavy  iron  grating  securely  inserted.  The  better  cir- 
culation of  air  tends  to  diminish  the  dampness  that  has  hereto- 
fore affected  the  brick-work. 

A  portion  of  the  plastering  in  the  vestibule  was  renewed. 

REPAIRS  TO  BUILDINGS. 

The  main  stairway  leading  from  the  second  floor  of  Mansion 
to  the  attic  was  found  to  be  insecure.  It  was  strengthened  by 
heavy  iron  braces  and  some  of  the;  woodwork  renewed.    The 
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plastering  there  was  also  repaired.  Three  decayed  planks  in  the 
music  room  were  replaced.  Windows  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  rooms  were  mended  and  new  locks  placed  on  the  gates 
of  the  Virginia  room,  Lafayette  room,  and  Wisconsin  room.  The 
plastering  in  second  story  halls  and  the  cellar  was  repaired.  The 
wall  paper  was  patched  carefully  at  several  points. 

The  tree  branches  overhanging  the  Library  porch  were  cut 
away  as  directed.  Those  over  the  office  chimney  were  not 
removed,  as  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  do  so. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  were  innumerable  repairs 
necessary  during  the  past  year  that  could  not  have  been  foreseen 
at  the  time  of  last  Council.  The  foundation  of  the  carpenter 
shop  weakened  and  required  a  new  sill  and  brick  work  under  the 
northwest  side  and  repaving  in  front  of  it  The  sandstone  foun- 
dation of  the  brick  wall  which  joins  the  bam  disintegrated  and 
was  underpinned.  At  several  places  the  bam  walls  and  floors 
received  imperative  attention.  The  pavements  surrounding  the 
Mansion  were  overhauled  and  repaired.  This  building  has  my 
closest  watchfulness  at  all  times,  particularly  the  foundation.  In 
examining  the  walls  under  the  east  portico  recently  I  found  a 
few  of  the  bricks  were  crumbling,  though  not  to  a  dangerous 
extent.  These  were  cut  out  and  replaced  by  hard  brick  and 
cement.  Some  slight  leaks  near  the  cupola  were  promptly  cor- 
rected. 

The  furnace  in  the  Mansion  needed  attention,  and  last  summer 
it  was  thoroughly  overhauled  by  Mr.  Chas.  G.  Ball.  He  dis- 
covered a  slight  crack  in  one  of  the  principal  castings,  which, 
while  not  dangerous  at  all,  points  to  the  necessity  of  considering 
a  new  construction  before  long. 

The  hydraulic  ram  that  forces  water  to  the  greenhouse  broke 
down  and  some  of  the  most  important  parts  were  renewed.  At 
the  same  time  the  whole  water  system,  with  pumps,  drains,  cis- 
terns, etc.,  were  put  in  order. 

Wear  and  tear  occasioned  by  the  throngs  of  visitors  on  board 
walks,  steps  and  floors  has  been  considerable.  The  ordinary 
repairs  of  roads,  walks,  drains,  etc.,  have  been  comparatively 
light. 
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The  coach  which  has  done  such  good  service  for  so  many 
years,  has  been  repainted  and  otherwise  repaired. 

All  these  items  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Regent 
and  received  her  authorization.  By  request  of  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Wisconsin,  and  at  her  expense,  I  have  had  the  two  porters' 
lodges  at  the  west  gate  painted  and  pavements  laid  about  them. 
The  floors  and  plastering  have  also  had  attention. 

FARM  WORK 

The  farm  work  during  the  past  year  was  carried  on  as  well  as 
circumstances  would  permit.  The  teams  were  so  frequently 
occupied  in  hauling  materials  for  buildings  and  fences,  and 
gravel  for  roads  and  walks  I  could  not  break  up  as  much  land  as 
intended.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  season,  there  was 
enough  com  raised  to  subsist  the  horses  and  deer  until  the 
middle  of  last  month,  beside  hay,  fodder  and  ensilage  sufficient 
for  the  stock  to  the  present  time.  This  spring  I  have  prepared 
ten  acres  for  corn,  five  acres  for  ensilage  and  three  and  a  half 
acres  for  potatoes.  The  ground  prepared  for  late  potatoes  is 
the  lot  between  the  bam  and  the  New  Tomb.  This  was  put  in 
com  last  season  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a  course  of  cultiva- 
tion that  would  clean  the  land  and  rid  it  of  the  objectionable 
glasses  and  weeds  that  had  so  overmn  it.  Working  it  this  year 
in  potatoes  should  bring  about  that  result  Two  wet  spots 
caused  by  springs  in  this  lot  were  corrected  by  tile  drainage  500 
feet  in  extent 

Six  acres  of  the  com  land  of  last  year  were  sown  with  rye  and 
timothy  in  the  autumn,  followed  by  clover  this  spring. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

The  live  stock  of  the  estate  consists  of  five  horses,  five  milch 
cows,  three  heifer  calves,  one  bull  and  thirteen  deer. 

The  oldest  cow,  reported  at  last  Council  as  worthless,  died 
during  the  winter.  Six  calves  were  bom  this  spring,  three  male 
and  three  female.  The  former  were  sold  and  tbe  latter  I  hope  to 
raise.  Of  the  deer,  two  does  (oldest  and  least  desirable)  were 
sold  and  shipped  to  a  park  in  New  Jersey.  The  fawns  bom  last 
summer  became  infested  with  vermin,  the  cause  of  which  I  can- 
not satisfactorily  explain.     On  this  subject  I  wrote  to  Judge 
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Caton,  of  Illinois,  and  the  manager  of  the  Zoological  Park  at 
Philadelphia.  Both  parties  suggested  remedies  which  I  tried. 
Although  the  fawns  were  promptly  treated  as  soon  as  the  trouble 
was  discovered  and  they  could  be  caught,  six  of  the  seven  died. 
A  fight  among  the  five  yearling  bucks  resulted  disastrously  to 
two  of  their  number.  The  herd  has  exhausted  the  browsing  in 
the  park  and  it  is  now  necessary  to  feed  them  daily.  They  are 
in  good  condition  now.  The  tame  buck  has  become  vicious  and 
dangerous  and  must  be  disposed  of  before  next  autumn. 

EMPLOYES. 

Our  men  have  worked  on  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Mount 
Vernon  when  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  Road  Commissioner, 
in  compliance  with  the  State  law.  Extra  men  have  been  em- 
ployed by  the  day  when  pressing  needs  made  it  imperative  to  do 
so  in  order  to  keep  the  premises  in  presentable  condition. 

Under  the  changed  schedule  of  the  new  steamboat,  making 
two  daily  trips  to  Mount  Vernon,  we  may  always  expect  some, 
if  not  many,  of  the  visitors  to  remain  from  the  first  trip  of  the 
boat  until  the  second. 

The  force  of  men  as  at  present  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
proper  protection  and  care  of  this  property;  it  will  therefore  be 
necessary  to  employ  more  men  whose  sole  duty  will  be  to  patrol 
the  grounds  and  guard  the  buildings.  By  the  establishment  of  a 
regular  and  systematic  ddvision  of  labor  we  may  accomplish  the 
usual  routine  work,  even  in  the  face  of  the  many  interruptions 
expected. 

TELEPHONE. 

In  regard  to  communication  with  Alexandria  by  means  of  tele- 
graph or  telephone,  I  wrote  to  the  manager  of  the  Southern  Bell 
Telephone  Company  of  this  State  and  received  reply  to  the  effect 
that  they  would  construct  and  maintain  at  their  own  expense 
a  branch  line  from  Alexandria  to  Mount  Vernon,  charging  the 
Ladies'  Association  $350  per  annum  for  use  of  same.  For  trans- 
mission of  messages  to  Washington  and  Baltimore  extra  tariff 
would  be  charged.  The  company  refuse  to  grant  exchange 
over  their  Alexandria  system  if  a  private  line  should  be  built  to 
that  city  by  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
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By  request  of  the  Regent,  I  called  upon  Professor  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  and  made  known  to  him  the  need  and  desire  of  the 
Association  for  telephonic  facilities,  hoping  that  he  would  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject  and  possibly  grant  some  favorable  con- 
cessions. He  stated,  however,  that  he  was  no  longer  connected 
with  telephone  companies  and  therefore  could  not  aid  the  Mount 
Vernon  cause. 

I  have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  feasibility  and  cost  of  laying  a 
cable  in  the  Potomac  channel  from  Washington  to  Mount  Ver- 
non, but  find  it  impracticable. 

POHICK  FONT. 

Agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Councils  the  Regent  authorized 
me  to  confer  with  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Walliss  on  the  subject  of 
restoring  the  old  font  of  Pohick  Church.  Its  original  pedestal 
had  entirely  disappeared,  nor  could  the  exact  design  of  it  be 
obtained. 

After  consulting  Dr.  Slaughter  and  the  Congressional  Library, 
a  simple  form  was  decided  upon  and  the  contract  for  its  con- 
struction given  to  William  Chauncey,  of  Alexandria. 

He  has  satisfactorily  completed  the  work  entrusted  to  him  and 
the  old  and  very  interesting  feature  of  the  church  now  stands 
restored. 

MAP. 

In  connection  with  the  preliminary  survey  for  the  projected 
Mount  Vernon  avenue,  Colonel  Hains,  the  engineer  in  charge, 
directed  a  plan  of  the  Mount  Vernon  estate  to  be  made.  A  copy 
of  it  he  kindly  presented  to  the  Association  and  is  now  framed 
for  official  reference. 

BOOKS  PRESENTED. 

There  have  been  several  presentations  of  books  for  the  Library 
made  directly  to  me. 

From  Mr.  Peter  Henderson  I  received  three  of  his  valuable 
works  on  farming  and  gardening. 

Mr.  Smith,  Superintendent  of  Botanic  Garden,  has  given 
"  Miller's  Gardeners*  Dictionary,"  same  edition  as  one  owned  by 
Washington. 
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Mr.  Worthing^on  C.  Ford  has  contributed  eight  volumes 
"  Annals  of  Agriculture,"  eight  volumes  "  Youngf  s  Annals,"  two 
volumes  Smith's  "  Wealth  of  Nations,"  besides  some  very  inter- 
esting pamphlets  and  copies  of  Washington's  letters. 

From  Mr.  Charles  Lanman,  two  volumes  of  Weld's  "  Travels 
in  America,"  giving  a  quaint  account  of  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernoti 
in  1800. 

From  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Henzey,  of  Philadelphia,  a  volume  pub- 
lished in  1800,  entitled  '*  Legacies  of  Washington." 

From  Mr.  James  Young,  Marshall's  "  Life  of  Washington," 
five  volumes  in  calf. 

Through  the  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  who  visited 
Mount  Vernon  in  March  last,  I  have  the  promise  of  a  perfect  list 
of  the  Washington  books  now  there.  This  will  aid  materially  in 
obtaining  substitute  editions  for  the  Mount  Vernon  collection. 

TREES  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Osbom,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  has  sent  75  trees  each,  of  two  varie- 
ties, the  cork  elm  and  the  California  poplar.  These  are  from  a 
stock  originally  brought  from  the  South  Sea  Islands  and  are  said 
to  be  rapid  growers  and  very  ornamental.  Those  received  are 
small  and  placed  for  the  present  in  the  nursery. 

Of  the  trees  given  last  year  by  the  District  of  Columbia  Park- 
ing Commission  I  have  this  spring  transplanted  about  30  to 
positions  on  the  lawns  and  other  parts  of  the  grounds,  following 
the  locations  and  varieties  of  original  trees,  as  far  as  possible. 
Some  were  set  out  along  the  river  front  near  the  sea-wall,  while 
others  border  the  carriage  drive  from  the  wharf  to  the  mansion. 

TRAVEL. 

The  travel  to  Mount  Vernon  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has 
exceeded  all  former  years,  with  the  exception  of  1876.  The 
number  of  visitors  in  October,  1889,  surpassed  the  best  month  of 
the  Centennial  year.  There  were  10,800  here  in  one  week,  and 
over  4,400  came  one  day.  To  properly  conduct  and  control 
such  large  crowds  a  number  of  extra  guards  were  employed.  By 
obliging  all  who  passed  through  the  Mansion  to  enter  by  the 
door  at  foot  of  steps  leading  to  Gen.  Washington's  room,  up  that 
stairway,  through  the  Green  Room  into  hallway  beyond  and 
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descend  by  the  broad  stairs  to  the  first  floor,  the  crowds  were 
kept  moving  in  regular  order,  thereby  avoiding  confusion,  dis- 
comfort and  overweighting.  Notwithstanding  the  unusual 
throngs  present,  no  trouble  whatever  occurred,  nor  was  any 
appreciable  damage  to  property  sustained. 
'       (Signed)  HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 

Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and  of 
all  of  the  checks,  bills  and  vouchers  ior  the  past  year,  and  finds 
them  clear,  correct  and  concise.  The  committee  has  also  com- 
pared the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintendent, 
including  the  accounts  of  the  purser  and  of  the  gardener,  and 
reports  them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory.  We  therefore 
recommend  for  the  ensuing  year  the  following  appropriations: 

To  finish  servants'  quarters $  150.00 

Coping  of  sea  wall 300.00 

Painting  buildings  and  fences 290.00 

Repairs  to  farm  "  cabins  " 75 -oo 

Repairs  to  tomb 50.00 

Separate  boiler  for  Rose  house 200.00 

Painting  Rose  house 50.00 

$1,115.00 

Rubber  hose  for  Greenhouse 25 .00 

Violet  frames  for  Greenhouse 25 .00 

Seeds,  bulbs,  etc 25 .00 

Fertilizers  for  lawns  and  garden 200.00 

Coach  repairs 80.00 

Harness  for  coach  and  farm  work 100.00 

Uniforms  for  employes — 7  men 87. 50 

Rubber  coats  and  boots  for  8  men 60.00 

Flowers  for  tomb — ^22d  February 5.00 

Private  Secretary  to  Regent 300.00 

To  Secretary  of  Councils  for  expenses 50.00 

To  Pohick  Church 30.00 

Carpet  for  Council  room 60.00 

Pay  roll 7,188.00 

$9»35o.5o 
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The  committee  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  satisfaction 
with  the  clear  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  has  kept  his 
yearly  accounts. 

(Signed)  JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 

Acting  Chairman. 
IDA  M.  RICHARDSON, 
LETITIA  H.  WALKER. 

The  following  statement  from  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Francis 
Riggs,  shows  an  increase  in  the  Endowment  Fund  investment: 

U.  S.  4  ^  Registered  bonds .$9,300  par  value. 

Due  1907. 
U.  S.  6^  Pacific  R.  R.  Bonds 1,000    "      " 

Due  1898. 
Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  stock  of  Georgia  1,400    "      " 

Central  R.  R.  and  Banking  Co.  6}i  scrip 500    "      " 

Portland  and  Rochester  R.  R.  stock 300    "      " 

Chattanooga  Union  R.  R.  ist  mortgage  6j<  bonds  5,000    "      " 

Due  1918. 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  6^  bonds 5,000    "      " 

Due  1907. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  School  District  4^  ^  bonds 5,000    "      " 

Due  1919. 
School  District  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  55^  bonds. . . .  5,000    "      " 

Due  1908. 
Real  Estate  mortgage  Qohn  F.  Shea,  5  jO 4,000    "      " 

Due  1892. 
Real  Estate  mortgage  (Calvin  Witmer  and  N. 

H.  Duvall)    2,500    "      " 

Due  1892. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  books  under  their  charge, 
and  find  them  all  in  good  condition.  The  following  books  have 
been  added: 

1.  Letters  of  Lord  Chesterfield  to  his  Son.     1775. 

2.  Prayer  Book,  with  Versions  of  the  Psalms;  by  Tate,  Poet- 
Laureate.     1 701. 

3.  Attorney's  Pocket  Book.    2  vols.     1734. 

4.  Webster's  Political  Essays.     1791. 

5.  Memoires  Historiquqs  sur  La  Louisiane.  1753.  Presented 
by  Mrs.  Richardson. 
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6.  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon.  Published  by  the  Long 
Island  Historical  Society.     1889.    Presented  by  the  Society. 

7.  Frederick-Town  Herald,  July  28th,  1804.  Containing 
funeral  oration  on  Alexander  Hamilton. 

8.  Ulster  County  Gazette,  June  4th,  1800.  Containing  account 
of  funeral  of  Washington. 

9.  Proceedings  on  Unveiling  the  ^Monument  to  Caesar  Rodney. 
1889.    Presented  by  Miss  Comegys. 

Annals  of  Agriculture.     16  vols.     Arthur  Young.     1786. 

Young's  Annals.    8  vols.     1789. 

Wealth  of  Nations.    2  vols.    Adam  Smith.     1789. 

Pamphlets:  Oration  of  R.  C.  Winthrop.     1848. 

Martha  Washington.     Lossing.     1864. 

Washington  Papers:  bona  fide.     1775. 

Spurious  Letters  of  G.  Washington.     1889. 

Washington — Duche  letters. 

Washington  as  Employer  and  Importer  of  Labor. 

Washington's  Letters  on  Agriculture.  Also  photographic 
copies  of  letters  presented  by  Mr.  Worthington  C.  Ford,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Miller's  Gardeners'  Dictionary.  1771.  Presented  by  Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Legacies  of  Washington.  Presented  by  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Henzey,  Philadelphia. 

Travels  in  North  America.  Isaac  Weld,  Jr.  1795.  Pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Charles  Lawrence,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Marshall's  Life  of  Washington.  5  vols.  Presented  by  Mr. 
James  Young  of  Mount  Vernon. 

(Signed)  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 

Chairman. 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

We  find  in  good  order  and  condition  the  relics  in  the  several 
cases  of  the  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  New  York  and  South  Caro- 
lina rooms;  also  in  the  hallway  on  thg  first  floor  and  in  the  vari- 
ous rooms  of  the  Mansion.  The  additional  relics  reported  at  this 
Council  have  been  put  on  the  list  with  the  others. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1890.  27 

In  accordance  with  instructions  of  last  Council  the  chairman 
of  committee  has  visited  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  information  as  to  the  restoration  of  the  Wash- 
ington bust  taken  from  the  life  mask  of  the  Houdon  statue,  and 
was  recommended  to  see  certain  parties  now  in  the  Government 
employ  and  office  of  Supervising  Architect  of  the  Treasury. 

Upon  interviewing  Mr.  Ellicott,  chief  modeler,  the  interesting 
discovery  was  made  that  he  had  once  been  in  the  employ  of 
Wilson  Macdonald,  artist,  who  received  from  Clarke  Mills  the 
original  life  mask,  and  that  while  so  employed  he  had  made  a 
cast  from  the  said  mask.  Finding  it  necessary  to  obtain  permis- 
sion from  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  for  the  modeler  to  come  to 
Mount  Vernon  and  examine  the  bust  with  a  view  to  its  restora- 
tion, this  was  done;  and  in  respect  to  the  request  of  chairman 
the  Secretary  most  kindly  and  promptly  consented.  The  mod- 
eler having  come  to  Mount  Vernon  and  carefully  examined  the 
bust,  suggests  that  the  clay  bust  be  restored  and  a  copy  cast  in 
plaster  (to  be  the  property  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  and 
the  mould  to  be  left  at  Mount  Vernon),  as  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  keep  the  clay  model  in  good  preservation,  and  in  time 
there  is  possibility  of  its  crumbling.  This  proposition  is  sub- 
mitted to  Council  by  the  committee  with  the  recommendation  of 
committee.* 

(Signed)  ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Chairman. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS. 


REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

Yotu"  committee  find  the  condition  of  the  interior  of  the  tomb 
improved  by  the  remedy  proposed  by  last  Council.  They  would 
suggest  another  application  of  cement  to  secure  a  more  uniform 
color  to  the  g^ey  background.  We  respectfully  suggest  the 
plank  flooring  to  be  removed  and  exchanged  for  a  pavement  to 
be  covered  with  small  pebbles. 

The  most  important  improvement  we  can  suggest  to  the  ex- 
terior of  the  tomb  is  the  removal  of  the  iron  grating  and  con- 

*  Since  Council  adjourned  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  has  been 
assured  by  the  Secretary  of  Treasury  that  the  above  recommendations  of  the 
Relic  Committee  shall  be  faithfully  discharged  and  free  of  all  expense  to  the 
Association. 
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tinuing  the  brick  pavement  quite  to  the  iron  g^tes.  The  cost  will 
be  small  and  the  ^approach  to  the  tomb  be  greatly  improved. 
The  monuments  of  the  Washington  family  are  much  discolored 
and  the  services  of  a  marble-cleaner  will  be  needed  in  restoring 
them. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
JENNIE  M.  WARD, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 
Having,  as  trustee  of  my  mother's  Mount  Vernon  papers  care- 
fully examined  them,  I  have  selected  over  sixty  letters,  written 
to  her  about  Mount  Vernon  affairs,  from  November  5th,  1858, 
to  July  3d,  1868,  which  I  think  of  importance  to  be  preserved 
for  future  historical  record.  Letters  from  Miss  Cunningham, 
the  first  Regent,  from  whom  my  mother  received  her  appoint- 
ment in  1858;  from  Miss  Tracy,  the  Secretary,  one  of  the  officers 
in  charge  at  Mount  Vernon  during  the  war;  from  Miss  Hamilton 
of  New  York,  and  from  Mr.  George  W.  Riggs,  the  first  Treas- 
urer of  the  Association,  with  communications  of  importance  from 
others.  There  are  also  two  letters  written  in  1886— one  from 
Mrs.  Herbert  {nie  Tracy),  about  the  loss  by  fire  of  her  own 
Mount  Vernon  records;  the  other  from  Mrs.  Eve,  containing  an 
allusion  to  papers  in  her  possession  concerning  Mount  Vernon. 
From  twenty  letters  which  are,  for  the  greater  part  strictly  of  a 
private  nature,  I  have  made  extracts  of  whatever  seemed  to  be  of 
interest  to  the  Association.  The  ladies  who  have  received  the 
appointment  of  Vice-Regents  since  the  war,  if  not  already  well 
informed  of  how  Mount  Vernon  was  managed  during  that  trying 
period,  will  learn  through  these  letters  what  a  struggle  the  ladies 
of  the  committee  who  were  appointed  to  direct  the  business  in 
the  Regent's  absence,  and  the  faithful  officers  of  the  Association 
at  Mount  Vernon  had  to  preserve  the  place  from  destruction  and 
to  contrive  means  for  its  support.  As  my  mother  was  chairman 
of  that  committee,  you  will  find  here  letters  relating  to  the  man- 
agement which  contain,  possibly,  the  only  record  extant  of  cer- 
tain transactions  to  which  they  refer. 

(Signed)  HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS, 

Acting  Chairman. 
SUSAN  E.  J.  HUDSON. 
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REPORT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE 
COMMITTEE. 

The  unexpected  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
prevents  the  report  from  being  as  complete  as  we  could  wish.  The 
report  of  Mr.  Whelan,  the  gardener,  however,  g^ves  an  account 
of  his  department  for  the  year.  The  suggestions  for  improve^ 
ments  made  by  him  are  recommended  to  the  attention  of  Council, 
especially  the  addition  of  another  bioler,  as  increasing  the  heat- 
ing facilities  and  furnishing  precatrtions  against  accident.  The 
purchase  of  three  hundred  feet  of  rubber  hose  will  allow  the 
watering  of  more  remote  portions  of  the  garden  which  often 
suffer  from  drought.  It  would  be  good  economy  to  have  the 
rose-house  thoroughly  painted.  It  also  seems  advisable  to 
expend  a  part  of  the  receipts  from  the  greenhouse  in  the  pur- 
chase of  new  plants  and  bulbs. 

The  appearance  of  the  garden  has  been  much  improved;  the 
large  ornamental  plants,  palms,  etc.,  are  in  admirable  condition. 
The  roses  now  raised  at  Mount  Vernon  bear  comparison  with 
those  of  the  best  florists,  and  were  the  facilities  for  getting  them 
to  market  of  a  better  order  good  prices  could  be  obtained  for 
them. 

In  this  connection  it  is  hoped  that  some  method  may  be  de- 
vised by  Council  for  increasing  the  sale  of  plants  and  flowers. 

The  fact  that  the  boat  will  make  two  trips  a  day  may  increase 
the  sale  in  Washington,  if  people  are  made  aware  that  orders 
sent  here  can  be  promptly  filled.  A  judicious  or  limited  adver- 
tisement, either  in  newspapers  or  circulars,  might  result  in  mak- 
ing the  greenhouse  self-supporting. 

(Signed)  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS. 

After  an  examination  of  the  grounds  we  take  pleasure  in 
reporting  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Council  of  1889  have 
been  carefully  carried  out  and  the  grounds  greatly  improved, 
and  vistas  have  been  opened  by  removing  objectionable  under- 
brush and  decaying  trees. 

The  fence  and  brambles  have  been,  removed  between  the  Asso- 
ciation grounds  and  the  gift  of  Jay  Gould,  which  improves 
Mount  Vernon  on  the  north. 
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The  tree  planted  by  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  perished,  but  has 
been  replaced  by  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote,  the  British  Minister, 
planting  an  oak  in  the  name  of  and  by  order  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

(Signed)  MISS  HARPER, 

MRS.  N.  W.  HALSTED, 
MARY  C  BARNES, 
HARRIET  COMEGYS. 

The  Regent  appointed  the  following  committees: 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Walker,  Miss  Comegys. 

Library  Committee — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst. 

Mansion  Committee — Mrs.  Halsted,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Chace,  Mrs.  Flandreau. 

Relics  Committee — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs,  Town- 
send. 

Tomb  Committee — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Record  Committee — Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs. 
Chace. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  King. 

Grounds,  Trees  and  Shrubs  Committee — Miss  Harper,  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Halsted,  Mrs.  Hill. 

Guide-book  Committee — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

There  is  little  to  be  added  to  the  foregoing  reports  of  our 
year's  work. 

Mrs.  Aaron  V.  Brown,  Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee,  sent  in  her 
resignation,  which  was  accepted. 

Mrs.  Winder  was  appointed  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire 
and  accepted. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Mercer  for  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Cummings  for  Georgia,  but  was  unable  to  accept. 

The  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  appointed 
by  the  Governor  of  Virginia  proved  an  occasion  of  gratification 
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to  the  gentlemen,  as  was  expressed  by  one  of  them  later,  as 
follows: 

"  The  place  is  kept  in  a  manner  exactly  suited  to  its  historical 
associations;  the  trees,  the  flowers,  the  landscape-gardening,  the 
furniture — ^all  bring  back  Mount  Vernon  as  it  was  when  the 
home  of  Washington,  and  no  more  lovely  spot  can  be  found 
upon  this  earth  than  is  Mount  Vernon  to-day " 

It  is  just  such  kindly  appreciation  that  encourages  those  in 
charge  and  stimulates  to  still  greater  endeavor. 

The  annual  financial  statement  given  by  the  purser  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  boat  shows  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
visitors  as  compared  with  past  years,  and  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  revenue  which  is  the  support  of  the  estate.  The 
Association  never  incurs  a  debt  nor  is  thene  ever  a  surplus.  The 
expenditure  is  necessarily  large,  for  there  are  235  acres  of  wood- 
knd  and  cultivated  fields  to  keep  in  order  and  to  fence,  the 
manision,  greenhiouses,  stables  and  twelve  smaller  houses  to 
maintain,  and  the  wharf  and  roads  are  also  expensive  extras. 
There  is  now  a  very  fine,  new  boait,  the  "  C.  Macalester,"  on  the 
Mount  Vernon  route,  which  is  commodious,  easily  carrying  900 
passengers,  and  so  fast  that  two  trips  are  made  daily,  thus  offer- 
ing to  the  public  every  facility  for  visiting  Mount  Vernon. 

The  garden  and  grounds  show  the  faithful  care  of  the  gardener. 
Eglantine,  pinks,  sweet  lilies  and  roses  bloom  resplendent  and 
fragrant  in  their  quaint,  stiff  parterres.  Some  of  these  plants 
are  rare  as  well  as  historic;  notably,  the  "Martha  Washington 
rose,"  named  for  Mrs.  Washington — b.  sweet-scented  pink  rose — 
also  a  white  hydrangea,  a  rare  variety,  hardy,  even  when  trans- 
planted to  New  England,  which  was  brought  from  Napoleon's 
grave  at  St  Helena  by  Lafayette,  and  by  him  planted  at  Mount 
Vernon  on  his  last  visit  there  in  1824.  The  gfardener  has  now 
a  catalogue  of  the  plants  for  sale  at  Mount  Vernon,  which  may 
be  procured  on  application,  thus  giving  those  living  at  a  distance 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  offshoots  of  plants  that  were  cultivated 
by  Washington. 

Prof.  Goode,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  given  to 
Mount  Vernon  a  valuable  work  of  twenty  volumes,  the  "His- 
toire  Generale  des  Voyages,  1746,  Paris,"  which  has  a  singfular 
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history.  These  volumes  were  originally  sent  from  France  by 
Gen.  Rochambeau  to  Gen.  Washington.  On  the  voyage  they 
were  captured  by  a  British  cruiser  and  carried  to  London. 
Finally  they  found  their  way  to  this  country  and  into  the  collec- 
tion of  Mr.  J.  Goldsborough  Bruff,  an  antiquarian  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Upon  his  death  they  were  sold  with  his  collection, 
at  auction,  and  bought  by  Prof.  Goode,  who  now,  by  presenting 
them  to  Mount  Vernon,  places  them  in  the  Library  for  which 
they  were  destined  more  than  a  century  ago!  Each  volume 
bears  on  the  cover,  in  gold,  a  coronet  and  underneath  the  letters 
G.  W.  The  following  memorandum  is  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the  first 
volume: 

"  Was  intended  for  Gen'l  Washingto:'.  1  y  the  Marquis  Roch- 
ambeau, but  a  British  cruiser  saved  it  for  me. 

A.  D.,  London." 

The  rip-rap  wall,  of  which  200  feet  was  built  last  year  at  a 
cost  of  $2,100,  and  which  must  be  in  time  extended  along  the 
entire  river  front,  is  an  imperative  necessity  to  insure  the  banks 
from  the  never-ceasing,  destructive  agency  of  the  Potomac  that 
undermines  and  carries  away  the  land  with  its  big  trees  and 
embankments.  This  is  a  heavy  work  to  provide  for  and  an 
enormous  outlay,  but  will  be  as  great  an  improvement  when,  in 
the  course  of  years,  it  shall  be  completed.  This  water-wall  and 
a  fire-proof  building  wherein  to  treasure  the  valuable  relics  of 
Washington  and  his  day  which  are  offered  us,  but  of  which  we 
dare  not  risk  the  acceptance,  are  the  two  g^eat  needs  at  Mount 
Vernon.  These  seem  giant  undertakings  for  the  little  band  of 
women  who  have  quietly  worked  through  all  these  years,  and 
who  have  learned  the  woman's  lesson  to  "  sit  and  wait."  As  we 
have  "waited"  we  have  seen  our  beloved  Mount  Vernon  grow 
in  grace  and  beauty  slowly  but  surely,  here  a  nail  and  there  a 
brick,  to-day  a  bit  of  pavement,  to-morrow  a  road,  now  a  fence, 
again  a  roof — until  now?  NoWy  every  ruin  is  gone,  every  build- 
ing restored. 

As  to-day,  so  was  Mount  Vernon  to  Washington.  Nature 
herself  is  clothed  again  as  when  his  eye  rested  upon  her.  Each 
grove  as  shady  and  vocal,  the  lawns  as  green  and  lush;  the 
flowers  as  ^eloquent  in  their  beauty  and  fragrance;  the  deer,  shy 
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and  graceful  again  wander  through  copse  and  trees;  and  at 
eventide,  when  the  repose  of  the  place  is  unbroken,  the  eagles, 
who  for  long  years  and  generations  have  had  their  great  nest 
hard  by,  soar  and  swoop  over  land  and  river  as  of  old,  and  circle 
proudly  above  the  Stars  and  Stripes  that  float  from  the  tall  flag- 
staff— ^aerial  guards  of  the  nation's  colors  of  which  they  are  a 
part.  We  who  have  worked  there  feel  Washington's  spirit  fills 
the  scene  and  that  through  his  influence  we  have  our  cour- 
age, patience,  hope.  The  big  trees  that  spread  out  their  branches 
in  welcome  to  Washington's  guests — ^to  Lafayette  and  to  our 
famous  men  who  clustered  in  reverence  about  their  chief — ^those 
big  trees  spread  out  now  a  yet  wider  welcome  to  all  who  will  seek 
their  shades.  Let  all  pilgrims  to  Mount  Vernon  realize  that  they 
aid  in  its  preservation  and  lend  encouragement  to  those  who 
have  it  in  charge.  To  the  many  friends  who  have  g^ven  us  of 
their  plenty,  of  their  science,  of  their  time,  during  the  past  year 
we  tender  our  grateful  thanks.  From  the  public  who  flock  to 
Mount  Vernon  we  ask  for  still  greater  and  increasing  interest. 
To  one  and  to  all  we  offer  this  our  Annual  Report  for  1890. 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON-HUDSON, 

Secretary  of  Councils, 
Vice-Regent  Mt,  Vernon  Association  for  Connecticut. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


OF  THB 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  May,  1891. 


The  ladies  present: 

Regent — Mrs.  Laughton. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs. 
Townsend,  Miss  Comegys,  Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Ball,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Woodward, 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Richardson. 

In  supplying  the  public  with  a  statement  of  the  year's  work  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  there  is  no  more  direct 
and  comprehensive  mode  of  imparting  information  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  following  annual  reports  of  the  officers  of  the 
Association  as  submitted  at  their  last  meeting. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  REGENT 

TO  THE  COUNCIL  HELD  AT  MOUNT  VERNON,  MAY,  1 89 1. 


Ladies: — It  is  again  our  pleasure  as  last  year  to  welcome  at  the 
Council  some  colleagues  who  have  not  before  been  with  us,  and 
to  g^ve  them  cordial  welcome. 

Since  our  last  Council  many  important  things  have  been 
accomplished  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  we  have  much  to  be 
thankful  for  in  the  various  acts  of  generosity  that  have  so  greatly 
benefited  Mount  Vernon. 
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On  arriving,  you  all  must  have  been  pleased  to  observe  the 
handsome  and  commodious  pavilion  on  the  wharf  (built  by  the 
Vice-Regent  for  California),  which  adds  so  greatly  to  the  com- 
fort of  all  visitors.  Our  same  generous  colleague  has  also  pro- 
vided us  with  a  telephone  between  Washington  and  Mount 
Vernon,  of  which  she  is  to  defray  the  expenses  for  two  years. 
This  is  a  convenience  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all  and  tends  to 
relieve  many  anxieties  during  our  annual  stay  at  Mount  Vernon. 
It  is  a  very  real  regret  to  me,  and  I  am  sure  to  you  all,  that  Mrs. 
Hearst  cannot  be  present  with  us  at  this  time,  and  our  sincere 
sympathy  goes  out  to  her  in  the  sorrow  that  has  fallen  upon  her 
life. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  very  prosperous  one  for  Mount 
Vernon,  in  fact  the  past  two  years  have  been  exceptionally  so,  as 
the  river  has  remained  open,  and  our  boat  consequently  has 
made  her  trips  without  interruption,  thus  enabling  us  to  meet 
all  our  current  expenses,  as  also  the  various  special  restorations, 
that  are  each  year  necessary  to  keep  Mount  Vernon  in  the  per- 
fect condition  in  which  we  desire  it  to  be,  and  also  to  allow  a 
surplus,  a  portion  of  which  has  been  expended  as  I  am  about 
to  explain. 

My  attention  was  called  last  December  to  a  sale  that  was  to 
take  place  in  Philadelphia  of  Washington  relics  that  had  passed 
into  the  possession  of  the  Lewis  family  through  Nellie  Custis, 
and  her  husband,  Lawrence  Lewis,  the  nephew  of  Washington. 
Among  them  were  many  valuable  and  interesting  things  that 
had  formerly  been  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  a  large  number  of 
books  that  had  been  in  the  Library  here  in  the  time  of  Wash- 
ington. Several  of  the  Vice-Regents  wrote  to  me,  urging  the 
desirability  of  procuring  some  of  these  precious  relics;  and  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  requested  me,  if  I  attended  the 
sale,  to  purchase  for  the  Library,  on  behalf  of  Massachusetts, 
to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  met  me  in  Philadelphia,  and 
Mrs.  Woodward,  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky,  was  also  there. 
We  together  attended  the  sale. 

Mrs.  Townsend  purchased  and  presented  from  New  York  to 
Mount  Vernon,  the  beautiful  old  punch-bowl  that  had  belonged 
to  Washington,  and  the  vases  that  had  adorned  the  mantel  of  the 
Banquet  Hall.    Mrs.  Woodward  bought  the  old  clock,  which  by 
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her  kindness  is  now  restored  to  its  former  place  in  the  same 
room. 

I  also  procured  for  the  music  room,  as  the  g^ft  of  Ohio,  the 
piano  stool  that  formerly  belonged  to  Nellie  Custis,  which  was 
paid  for  from  a  portion  of  the  balance  of  the  money  raised  by  the 
late  beloved  Vice-Regent  for  that  State. 

I  had  much  pleasure  in  purchasing  and  presenting  to  Mount 
Vernon  the  old  hall  table  that  was  originally  here,  and  which  has 
been  placed  in  the  position  that  we  presume  it  must  have  occu- 
pied in  Washington's  time. 

The  books  that  were  bought  for  the  Library  are,  I  think,  val- 
uable and  interesting,  many  of  them  having  the  autograph  of 
Washington ;  others  that  of  his  mother  (which  is  extremely  rare), 
and  some,  that  of  Martha  Washington.  The  list  of  them  may 
be  interesting  and  I  therefore  subjoin  it: 

LIST  OF  BOOKS  FOR  THE  MOUNT  VERNON 
LIBRARY. 

"  Henry  Hume."  Loose  hints  upon  education,  chiefly  con- 
cerning culture  of  the  heart.  From  Geni  Washington's  Lib- 
rary, with  his  autograph  on  title  page.  Edinboro',  1782.  Pur- 
chased by  Miss  Longfellow  for  $85  and  presented  to  the  Mount 
Vernon  Library. 

James  Harvey's  Meditation  and  Contemplation.  2  vols.  12**, 
old  calf.  London,  1750.  These  volumes  contain  four  auto- 
graphs of  Mary  Washington,  mother  of  Geni  George  Washing- 
ton. Mary  Washington's  autograph  is  the  rarest  of  all  the 
Washington  family.  Purchased  by  Miss  Longfellow  and  pre- 
sented to  Mount  Vernon  Library  at  a  cost  of  $154. 

The  Bee.  The  Literary  Weekly  Intelligence  from  Genl 
Washington's  Library.  Purchased  for  $14  and  presented  to  the 
Mount  Vernon  Library  by  Miss  Longfellow. 

Autograph  Contract  of  Gen'l  Washington  for  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  Geo.  Ball,  dated  April  loth,  1797.  2  pages.  The 
whole  of  this  contract  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Gen'l  Washington, 
and  is  signed  twice  by  him,  three  times  by  Geo.  Ball,  and  once 
by  Wiliam  Wirt.  Purchased  for  $30  and  presented  to  Mount 
Vernon  Library  by  Miss  Longfellow. 

Literary  Miscellany  of  Prose  and  Poetry.     1796.    Containing 
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autograph  of  Nellie  Custis.  Purchased  for  $5.50  and  presented 
to  Mount  Vernon  Library  by  Miss  Longfellow. 

Autograph  letters  from  Laurence  Lewis  in  regard  to  GenT 
Washington's  estate.  Purchased  for  $5  and  presented  to  Mount 
Vernon  by  Miss  Longfellow. 

Allan  Ramsay.  The  Tea-table  Miscellany,  or  a  choice  collec- 
tions of  songs,  Scottish  and  English.  12"*  edition.  Portrait. 
4  vols,  in  one.  Edinboro',  1760.  Old  calf.  This  volume  con- 
tains on  title  page  the  autograph  of  Martha  Parke  Custis  before 
she  became  Mrs.  Washington.    Cost,  $66. 

Volume  of  Piano  Music;  the  words  written  and  score  drawn 
by  Martha  Parke  Custis,  wife  of  Gen'l  Washington.  With  her 
name  on  fly-leaf  written  by  Gen'l  Washington,  "  Martha  Parke 
Custis,  March,  1768."    4%  sheep.    Price^  $50. 

John  Dryden.  Ornamented  with  beautiful  vignettes  and  full- 
page  engravings  from  the  pencil  of  Hon.  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc. 
Royal  folio,  old  calf.    London,  1797.    Price,  $10.50. 

Henry  Boswell.  The  Antiquities  of  England  and  Wales  dis- 
played, containing  copious  historical  descriptions  of  the  most 
remarkable  and  elegant  ruins  of  ancient  buildings,  illustrated 
with  old  copper-plates.  Folio,  old  calf.    London.  1795.  Cost,  $5. 

James  Cook.  A  voyage  towards  the  South  Pole  and  around 
the  world  in  1772, 1773,  '74,  '75.  Illustrated  with  fine  old  copper- 
plates, engraved  by  W.  Wallett  and  others.  2  maps.  2  vols. 
London,  1784.    Price,  $6. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Portlock.  A  voyage  round  the  world,  but 
more  particularly  to  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  in  1785, 
'86,  '87,  '88.  Illustrated  with  portrait  and  copper-plates.  4"*, 
gilt.    London,  1789.     Price,  $4.50. 

F^nektti.  The  Adventures  of  Telemochus.  Translated  by 
Jno.  Hawkensworth.  Illustrated  with  beautiful  engravings  after 
Stodhart.    2  vols,  in  one.   4**,  half  calf.  London,  1795.  Cost,  $10. 

Edwards'  Collection  of  scarce  and  interesting  Tracts  tending 
to  elucidate  parts  of  History  of  Great  Britain:  Selected  from 
Sommer's  Collections  and  arranged  in  chronological  order.  4*. 
London,  1795.    Cost,  $2. 

Gifford,  John.  The  reign  of  Louis  XV.  and  complete  history 
of  the  French  Revolution.    4**,  old  calf.    London,  1795.    Cost, 

$1.75. 
Miller,  J.    The  Country  Gentleman's  Architect,  with  32  plates. 

London,  1797*     Cost,  $4. 
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Shorsby,  John.  The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  town  and 
county  of  Nottingham,  with  portrait  and  numerous  fine  old  etch- 
ings and  copper-plates.    4**.    Nottingham,  1795.    Cost,  $8. 

Penny  Magazine.    3  vols.     Cost,  15c. 

Sanderson,  Jno.  Biography  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  with  portraits.  9  vols.  Old  tree  calf.  First 
issue.    $33-75- 

Shakspeare,  Wm.,  the  Plays  of.  Illustrated  with  copper- 
plates.   8  vols.    S**,  sheep.    London,  1796.    $4.40. 

Bushrod  Washington.  Reports  of  cases  argued  and  deter- 
mined in  Court  of  Appeals,  Va.  2  vols.  Richmond,  1798. 
Cost,  $1.80. 

Lee,  Charles,  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of.  Second  in  command 
during  the  Revolution.     1793.    Cost,  $1.70. 

Letters  from  a  Persian  in  England  to  his  friend  in  Ispahan. 
London,  1735.     Cost,  50c. 

I  submitted  the  list  to  Miss  Longfellow  for  her  selection,  and 
she  generously  sent  her  personal  check  for  $293.50  to  pay  for 
those  she  wished  to  present  from  Massachusetts.  It  was  with 
great  regret  that  I  learned  she  could  not  meet  with  us  at  this 
Council,  owing  to  her  ill-health,  which  compels  her  to  go  abroad 
in  a  few  days.  At  a  later  sale,  which  took  place,  of  Washington 
relics,  purchased  many  years  ago  at  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the 
books  from  his  Library  by  Mr.  Baker,  who  was  an  intelligent 
collector,  I  secured  a  catalogue  of  the  books,  rare  maps,  etc., 
sold  in  1878,  as  I  think  it  well  that  we  should  as  far  as  possible 
be  able  to  trace  the  present  ownership  of  the  books  that  com- 
posed the  Library.  At  the  recent  sale  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Wash- 
ington of  things  that  belonged  to  Washington,  I  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  obtain  for  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  at  a  cost  of  $500, 
the  old  mirror  with  the  Washington  crest  that  originally  hung 
here,  and  as  it  is  supposed  in  the  "  Banquet  Hall,"  to  which  it 
has  been  restored. 

I  also  purchased  for  our  Association  General  Washington's 
cane,  and  for  Mrs.  Wm.  Henry  Brown,  who  has  kindly  pre- 
sented it  to  Mount  Vernon,  a  steel  fork  with  silver  handle,  that 
belonged  to  Washington  and  was  used  by  him  during  his  cam- 
paigns. These  articles  are  very  interesting  additions  to  the 
relics  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  you  and  by 
all  who  visit  the  place. 

I  as! 
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From  Mr.  George  W.  Childs  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  our 
Advisory  Board,  we  have  received  the  proof  of  Washingfton's 
farewell  address,  which  is  most  valuable  because  of  the  correc- 
tions written  on  it  by  himself.  This  interesting  relic  is  a  copy 
of  "Claypoole's  American  Daily  Advertiser"  of  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 19th,  1796.  On  the  second  page  is  printed  the  address, 
on  the  first  page  of  the  paper  in  Washington's  own  hand  is 
written  "Sept  17th,  1796."  "The  letter  contained  in  this 
Gazette  addressed  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be 
recorded,  and  is  the  order  of  its  date.  Let  it  have  a  blank  page 
before  and  after,  so  as  to  stand  distinct  as  it  were.  Let  it  be 
wrote  with  a  letter  larger  and  fuller  than  the  common  recording 
hand — and  where  words  are  printed  with  capital  letters,  it  is  to 
be  done  so  in  recording  this  letter — ^and  those  other  words  that 
are  printed  in  italicks  must  be  scored  underneath  by  a  ruler."  The 
old  paper  has  been  carefully  mounted  on  glass,  and  set  in  a 
swinging  frame,  the  whole  is  enclosed  in  a  massively  carved 
stand,  and  is  a  very  valuable  gift  from  our  long-time  generous 
friend,  Mr.  Childs,  who  for  several  years  had  all  our  printing 
done  for  us  without  expense,  in  addition  to  his  contribution  of 
$500  to  our  Endowment  Fund.  I  am  happy  to  record  this  as 
the  gift  of  a  patriotic  Pennsylvanian. 

Mr.  Everett,  son  of  our  early  benefactor,  brought  me,  for 
Mount  Vernon,  a  few  weeks  since,  copies  of  miniatures  of  Gen- 
eral and  Mrs.  Washington  that  had  been  presented  to  his  father, 
who  valued  them  highly,  and  wrote  explanatory  notes  on  each. 
I  have  had  them  placed  in  the  library. 

From  Mr.  Walter  R.  Benjamin  of  New  York,  I  received  for 
Mount  Vernon  a  letter  written  by  H.  Washington,  presumably 
Harriet  Washington,  niece  of  the  General,  which  is  pronounced 
by  Moncure  D.  Conway  to  be  excessively  rare,  and  the  only  one 
he  has  ever  seen. 

An  interesting  relic  has  been  presented  by  Mrs.  Julia  Norrie 
Beach  of  New  York,  being  the  foot-bench  from  Washington's 
pew  in  old  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  which  pew  was  purchased 
directly  after  his  occupancy  of  it  by  Mr.  Van  Home,  one  of  her 
ancestors.  This  little  bench  has  been  always  carefully  preserved 
in  the  family,  and  now  has  been  g^ven  to  Mount  Vernon. 

From  the  report  of  our  Superintendent,  Mr.  Dodge,  you  will 
learn  how  carefully  all  the  instructions  of  last  Council  have  been 
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carried  out,  and  the  appearance  of  the  place  (which  I  think  has 
never  since  we  have  known  it,  looked  so  beautiful),  is  the  best 
evidence  of  the  fidelity  and  intelligence  with  which  our  employes 
fulfill  their  duties,  and  it  g^ves  me  much  pleasure  to  again  bear 
testimony  to  the  excellent  management  of  the  Superintendent 
and  his  assistant.  I  made  my  usual  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  in 
mid-summer  and  found  everything  most  satisfactory. 

TABLE  COMPARING  RECEIPTS  OF  1880-81  AND  1890-9L 
May,  1880 $1,010.53 


June, 

July, 

Aug., 

Sept., 

Oct, 

Nov., 

Dec, 

Jan.  to  Feb.,  1881... 
larch,  "    ... 

April,  "    ... 


364.48 
402.23 
329.24 

341-41 

352-46 

232.00 

68.00 

140.59 
-  1,117-41 
.      574.08 

$4,932-43 


Mlay,  18^  . 
,une,       '     . 
July,      "     . 

.  •  •  •  • . 

..$1,737.25 

..   1,086.18 

..      822.59 

Aug.,     "     . 

..      883.28 

Sept.,     "     . 

..      876.30 

Oct.,      "     . 

..   1,038.10 

Nov., 

^o*?.*;*; 

Dec,      "     . 

..  456-16 

Jan.  to  Feb., 
March, 

1891. 

..  1,632.52 

« 

••  735-69 

April, 

« 

..  1,418.34 

$11,189.96 


The  greenhouses  and  garden  have  this  year  been  unusually 
prosperous,  and  the  addition  of  the  forcing  house,  which  we  owe 
to  the  liberality  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin,  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
is  of  immense  advantage,  giving  the  gardener  the  opportunity 
he  has  so  long  desired  of  propagating  successfully  and  profitably 
the  plants  which,  under  his  judicious  care,  are  now  quite  a  fea- 
ture of  Mount  Vernon.  This  is  plainly  shown  by  the  increased 
receipts  of  this  year,  the  details  of  which  you  will  learn  from  Mr. 
Whelan's  report.  I  think  it  will  interest  you  and  not  be  out  of 
place  at  this  time  to  give  a  statement  of  our  receipts  from  May, 
1880,  to  May,  1 881,  as  compared  with  those  from  May,  1890,  to 
May,  1891 — the  present  fiscal  year.  To  the  new  Vice-Regents, 
who  naturally  are  not  yet  familiar  with  our  financial  history,  it 
may  be  especially  useful,  and  we  all  will,  I  fancy,  enjoy  the  retro- 
spect, which  shows  how  steady  has  been  the  increase  of  travel 
and  the  advancing  prosperity  of  Mount  Vernon. 

I  have  also  great  satisfaction  in  telling  you  that  the  income  of 
the  Endowment  Fund  has  not  been  drawn  upon  for  expenses  in 
the  past  three  years.    You  will  remember  that  I  last  year  in- 
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formed  you  of  the  investments  that  had  been  made  by  our 
Treasurer  under  my  authority  and  of  which  you  approved,  leav- 
ing at  that  time  a  balance  on  that  account  of  $660.63.  The 
various  gifts  made,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  to  that  fund  by 
several  of  the  Vice-Regents  at  the  close  of  last  Council,  together 
with  the  interest  on  our  investments,  enabled  me  to  authorize  our 
Treasurer  this  year  to  invest  $3,000  in  a  note  of  two  thoroughly 
responsible  citizens,  running  for  five  years  at  5  per  cent  interest, 
secured  by  lots  55  to  59,  square  240,  with  improvements.  This 
Mr.  Riggs  advised  as  an  entirely  safe  investment  The  principal 
of  the  Endowment  Fund  is  now  $42,000,  and  the  balance  of 
interest  is  $284.88.  In  the  general  expense  account  our  balance 
is  $4,261.54. 

It  has  been  and  is  very  gratifying  to  hear  from  those  who  visit 
Mount  Vernon,  so  many  approving  comments  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mansion  and  garden  and  grounds.  The  care  bestowed 
upon  the  estate  is  evidently  being  more  understood  every  year, 
and  Americans  who  come  here  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  now 
seem  to  realize  what  our  Association  has  done  in  preserving  the 
place — nor  are  foreigners  less  appreciative;  as  nearly  all  ot  any 
prominence  who  visit  the  United  States,  are  attracted  here  as  to 
a  sacred  shrine.  The  "Comte  de  Paris,"  when  in  this  country 
last  autumn,  told  me  that  one  of  the  things  he  had  most  at  heart, 
was  to  visit  the  home  and  tomb  of  the  "  Great  Washington,"  and 
he  afterwards  expressed  himself  as  being  deeply  gratified  at  hav- 
ing enjoyed  this  g^eat  privilege.  We  have  indeed  reason  to  be 
proud  of  our  work,  and  I  often  think  what  happiness  it  would 
have  given  our  first  Regent,  whose  patriotism  and  energy  organ- 
ized the  Association,  could  she  have  lived  to  see  how  successfully 
it  has  been  carried  on,  and  how  each  year  makes  it  more  and 
more  certain  that  Mount  Vernon  will  be  preserved  intact  for  the 
reverence  of  many  successive  generations,  who,  when  we  have 
passed  away,  will  come  here  to  pay  homage  to  the  memory  of 
him  whom  Napoleon  (in  the  beautiful  order  to  his  army  announc- 
ing Washington's  death),  declared  to  be,  "Warrior,  Legislator, 
and  Citizen  without  reproach." 

Again  invoking  upon  our  Council  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty, 
who  has  so  mercifully  preserved  us  all  during  the  past  year,  I 
am  your  friend  and  Regent, 

LILY  L.  MACALESTER  LAUGHTON. 
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During  the  session  of  the  Council,  the  sad  news  of  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Halsted  was  announced.  The  Regent  at  once  adjourned 
Council,  as  a  tribute  to  her  memory,  and  on  the  ensuing  morning 
read  to  Council  the  following  memoriam: 

Ladies: — In  writing  my  report  for  this  Council,  I  was  most 
thankful  to  know  that  no  place  had  been  made  vacant  during  the 
year  by  death,  as  had  been  the  case  in  the  three  successive  pre- 
vious years,  and  I  think  we  all  upon  meeting  here  had  the  same 
feeling  of  relief,  tempered  by  anxiety  upon  then  hearing  of  the 
illness  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  beloved  of  our  colleagues, 
Mrs.  Halsted,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey.  We  yesterday 
received  the  sad  tidings  of  her  death,  and  immediately  adjourned 
out  of  respect  to  her  memory,  which  must  always  be  to  us  very 
precious.  Mrs.  Halsted  was  a  remarkable  woman,  in  whose 
character  were  blended  strength  and  tenderness  to  an  unusual 
degree.  Her  bright  intellect  and  clear  judgment,  her  unfailing 
energy  and  absolute  unselfishness,  impressed  all  who  had  the 
happiness  to  enjoy  her  acquaintance.  Her  fearlessness,  loyalty, 
and  devotion  to  duty,  made  her  life  one  of  self-abnegation  to  an 
extent  that  I  have  never  known  excelled,  and  rarely  equalled. 
A  perfect  Christian,  strong  and  happy  in  her  own  faith,  she  was 
always  respectful  and  considerate  towards  differences  of  belief, 
and  her  life  was  a  consistent  and  a  blessed  one.  Of  her  work  as 
Vice-Regent  for  Mount  Vernon  I  needly  hardly  speak  to  you, 
who  know  of  her  untiring  devotion  and  unsparing  efforts  during 
the  trying  years,  when  the  restoration  and  furnishing  of  the  man- 
sion were  being  accomplished,  and  who  remember  the  bright 
and  happy  spirit  in  which  she  would  announce  her  various  acqui- 
sitions for  the  house  (then  almost  entirely  without  furniture). 
The  Lafayette  room,  furnished  by  her  State,  through  her  efforts, 
the  old  clock  on  the  stairs,  which  we  also  owe  to  her  solicitations, 
the  beautiful  mirrors  in  the  banquet  hall,  the  quaint  old  cornices 
in  the  west  parlor,  the  Lafayette  chair  from  Lafayette's  own 
home,  all  these,  and  many  other  valued  relics  will  ever  be  asso- 
ciated with  memories  of  her  who  in  her  absolutely  unselfish  devo- 
tion to  Mount  Vernon,  was  willing  to  have  these  contributions 
distributed  through  the  mansion  wherever  they  would  be  most 
appropriate.  To  her  exertions  also  were  largely  owing  the  resto- 
ration of  the  colonnades  and  of  the  porch  opening  from  the 
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library.  As  chairman  of  the  Mansion  Committee  she  was  most 
able,  and  fulfilled  her  duties  to  the  very  letter.  My  personal 
relations  with  her  were  intimate  and  affectionate,  and  I  mourn 
her  as  a  true,  loyal  and  valued  friend.  Officially,  I  deplore  her 
death  as  a  great  loss  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  one  that  will  long  be 
felt  Let  us  be  thankful  for  the  privilege  we  have  enjoyed  in  her 
companionship,  and  let  us  emulate  her  example  of  conscientious 
devotion  to  duty,  unswerving  allegiance  to  Mount  Vernon  and 
implicit  trust  in  the  love  and  mercy  of  the  Saviour,  whose  ser- 
vice was  her  chief  delight. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Colorado  regrets  that  she  has  no  special 
report  to  make.  So  many  local  interests  claim  the  attention  of  a 
new  State,  that  it  has  been  thought  best  to  defer  Mount  Vernon 
collections  until  another  year.  She  takes  pleasure  in  giving  $100 
to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  reports  her  gift  of  a  Brussels 
carpet,  heavy  curtains  for  winter  use,  lace  curtains  for  summer, 
with  fixtures,  for  the  Superintendent's  office;  a  rug  for  Mr. 
Whelan's  office;  a  Hammond  type-writing  machine,  the  joint 
gift  of  the  Vice-Regents  for  Colorado,  Wisconsin,  New  Jersey, 
Louisiana,  Illinois  and  Connecticut.  The  price  was  one  hundred 
dollars,  of  which  Mr.  Hammond  gave  a  part,  on  condition  that 
his  machine  should  be  used  exclusively  for  Mount  Vernon.  A 
perpetual  calendar  from  Miss  Geraldine  Carmalt,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  reports  that  it  has  been  her 
pleasure  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  visitors 
to  Mount  Vernon,  by  having  a  shelter  built  on  the  wharf  at  the 
boat  landing  there,  and  by  arranging  for  telephonic  communi- 
cation between  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon. 

The  enclosed  $50  a  contribution  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST. 

May  8th,  1891,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  presents  an  autograph  letter  of 
Caesar  Rodney,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Also,  in  memory  of  her  mother,  $50  for  the  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  the  District  of  Columbia  reports  the 
present  of  two  dozen  "  Washington  "  (silver)  spoons,  a  gift  from 
"  Mr.  Matthew  Gait "  of  Washington  City  to  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association;  also  has  to  state  the  promise  of  Mr.  Tracy,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  to  have  a  flagstaff  made  for  Mount  Vernon. 
A  recent  commuication  from  that  department  gives  the  infor- 
mation of  its  completion  and  delivery  at  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard  about  the  20th  of  May.*  Also  from  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Browne 
of  Washington,  $25. 

MARY  T.  BARNES, 
Vice-Regent  for  District  of  Columbia. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  has  pleasure  in  presenting  the 
valuable  gpift  from  Dr.  Thomas  Addis  Emmet  of  New  York,  of  a 
copy  of  the  toasts  which  were  g^ven  at  La  Grange  by  Marquis 
de  Lafayette,  his  son  and  his  grandson,  in  honor  of  General 
Washington's  birthday.  The  paper  was  written  by  Lafayette  in 
1833. 

TOAST  OF  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE. 
"  Au  bon  sens  national  du  peuple  Americain,  definitif  arbitre 
de  toutes  les  difficultes." 

[Translation.] 
"  To  the  national  good  sense  of  the  American  people,  which  is 
the  final  arbitrator  of  all  difficulties." 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
Lafayette.    (Son.) 
American  education  the  best  of  preservatives  against  gothic 
prejudices  and  worn-out  illiberal  doctrines. 

*  The  flagstaff  was  wrecked  in  the  cyclone  of  last  spring. 
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OSCAR'S  TOAST  (Grandson). 

"A  rindependance  de  caractere;  si  mon  grandpere  eut  ete. 
courtesan,  je  ne  serais  pas  le  petit-fils  d'un  citoien  (citoyen)  des 
Etats  Unis." 

[Translation.] 

"To  the  independence  of  character.  If  my  grandfather  had 
been  a  courtier  I  should  not  be  the  g^ndson  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.'' 

I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter,  conveying  to  Moimt  Vernon  a  rare 
engraving  which  was  supposed  not  to  exist  in  America. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Leiter: — 

In  a  few  days  I  hope  to  send  you  an  eng^ving  of  General 
John  Armstrong,  for  the  collection  at  Mount  Vernon.  The 
engraving  is  at  present  in  the  house  at  Barrytown,  Dutchess 
County,  New  York,  which  was  built  and  occupied  by  General 
Armstrong,  after  his  retirement  from  public  life.  In  this  house 
he  died,  and  the  property  passed  to  his  descendants,  who  still 
occupy  it.  You  will  understand  therefore  that  there  can  be  no 
manner  of  doubt  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the  engraving  in 
question. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

WINTHROP  CHANLES. 

April  14th,  1891,  Washington. 

General  Armstrong  was  made  brigadier-general  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army  in  1776. 

The  Vice-Regent  presents  an  original  letter  of  Tobias  Lear, 
General  Washington's  private  secretary,  dated  181 5,  which  she 
desires,  with  Marquis  de  Lafayette's  toasts,  should  be  presented 
to  the  Vice-Regent  of  Massachusetts  for  her  collection  in  the 
Library. 

The  sale  of  the  "  Continental  Generals  of  the  Revolution  "  for 
one  year  is  $96,  and  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  for  eighteen 
months  is  about  $185.32. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  the  distribution  of  the  twelve  reports 
of  Council  in  her  State,  one  of  which  she  sent  to  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society. 

With  regrets  that  she  is  unable  to  attend  Council,  she  asks 
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instructions  regarding  collections  for  the  fire-proof  hall  which  is 
contemplated. 

MARY  T.  LETTER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Illinois. 
April  14th,  1891. 

KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky  has  no  report  to  make  of  any 
work  in  her  State,  as  her  ill-health  in  the  past  few  years,  which 
led  to  her  temporary  retirement  from  the  Vice-Regency,  has  pre- 
vented her  from  any  active  eflfort.  She,  however,  has  always 
retained  her  deep  interest  in  Moimt  Vernon,  and  had  the  pleasure 
to  secure  at  the  Lewis  sale  of  Washingtoniana,  the  clock  which 
she  has  presented  to  the  Banquet  Hall,  where  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  in  the  old  days.  She  also  oflfers  as  her  gift  to  the 
Endowment  Fund  m  proof  of  her  continued  interest,  one  hundred 
dollars. 

ELIZA  B.  WOODWARD, 

Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky. 

May  x6th,  1891. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  KANSAS. 

Ottawa,  May  nth,  1891. 
To  the  Regent  and  Leslies  of  Council: 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas  regrets  exceedingly  not  being 
able  to  attend  Council  this  year.  The  copies  of  reports  sent  were 
distributed,  one  being  sent  to  the  State  Historical  Society.  Also 
the  copies  of  greenhouse  circulars  received.  Only  in  one  instance 
do  I  know  of  any  orders  resulting  from  these,  and  that  was  from 
a  distant  State.  But  time  may  bring  more,  and  I  believe  will 
justify  the  wisdom  of  the  experiment  of  issuing  them.  A  price 
list  would,  I  think,  be  a  help. 

From  the  Vice-Regent  of  Massachusetts  I  received  this  winter 
a  letter  in  General  Washington's  handwriting,  containing  1  ofer- 
ence  to  the  quarters  and  giving  directions  as  to  building.  This 
interesting  paper  I  intend  to  have  framed  between  glass  and 
brought  to  Mount  Vernon. 

The  record  book  is  not  yet  completed,  but  will  be  ready  next 
year. 
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I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  any  furniture  for  the  t-oom  in 
the  quarters  granted  to  Kansas,  but  hope  to  do  so  in  time. 

During  the  year  I  have  sold  one  copy  guide-book,  one  dollar's 
worth  of  views,  one  dollar's  worth  of  gladioli. 

Have  placed  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Leiter's  book  in  City  Library, 
where  there  is  also  a  copy  of  Lossing's  "  Home  of  Washington.*' 

Exercises  in  honor  of  Washington  were  held  in  four  places  in 
this  city  on  the  226.  of  February,  and  quite  generally  in  schools 
throughout  the  State. 

(Signed)  JENNY  MEEKER  WARD. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  announce  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise 
made  two  years  ago  (in  the  name  of  my  State),  the  restoration  to 
the  east  portico  of  the  thirty  Windsor  chairs  that  once  stood 
there  for  the  accommodation  of  the  many  guests  General  Wash- 
ington was  in  the  habit  of  welcoming  to  Mount  Vernon.  These 
chairs  are  a  faithful  copy  of  the  original  ones;  they  are  hand- 
made, as  was  the  case  at  that  time,  and  were  consequently  very 
expensive,  costing  $15  apiece,  and  the  entire  cost,  with  freight 
from  New  Haven,  amounted  to  $462  (four  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  dollars). 

I  also  present  from  Mrs.  Qiarles  Stuart  a  plate,  a  piece  that 
once  belonged  to  the  East  India  set  once  at  Mount  Vernon,  and 
a  cream  jug  given  by  Lafayette  to  a  member  of  the  Washington 
family.  And  from  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Toner  a  copy  of  his  address 
delivered  in  the  Banquet  Hall,  April  loth,  on  "  Washington  as 
an  Inventor  and  Promoter  of  Improvements  "  to  the  Signers  of 
the  first  Patent  Law,  Celebrated  To-day. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reports  the  gift  to  Mount 
Vernon  of  a  registered  Jersey  heifer  from  Mr.  Jos.  H.  Rieman 
of  Baltimore,  who  also  contributes  a  photograph  of  an  engraving 
of  Lord  Baltimore  handsomely  framed,  and  four  photographic 
views  of  Washington's  headquarters  at  Newburg. 

From  Master  A.  R.  Holiday  a  contribution  of  $2. 
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From  the  Vice-Regent  herself  her  yearly  contribution  to  the 
Endowment  Fund  of  $50. 

EMILY  L.  HARPER, 

Vice-Regent  of  Maryland. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
To  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents: 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  were  present  at  the 
Council  of  1890,  that  I  requested  for  Minnesota  the  privilege  of 
restoring  the  kitchen  of  Mount  Vernon.  Upon  thinking  it  over 
it  seemed  to  me  that  my  home  was  too  remote  to  allow  me  to 
devote  much  personal  attention  to  the  matter,  and  I  was  in  doubt 
as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  repairs  and  restorations  desired  by 
the  Council.  So  I  withdraw  the  request  if  I  may  be  permitted, 
and  wish  to  give  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  contributed 
by  Minnesota  to  the  Endowment  Fund,  and  fifty  dollars  for  the 
purchase  of  plants  and  bulbs  for  the  garden  or  greenhouse. 

For  the  contribution  from  Minneapolis  I  am  much  indebted  to 
Mr.  Dorilus  Morrison,  who  headed  the  list  with  a  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  interested  others,  who  contributed  with 
great  generosity.  In  St.  Paul  the  amounts  given  varied  from 
one  dollar  to  one  hundred,  the  sum  total  collected  in  Minnesota 
amounting  to  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Gilbert,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  in  St  Paul, 
kindly  allowed  me  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  principals  of 
the  schools  at  a  meeting  at  which  forty  were  present.  With  the 
aid'  of  Mr.  Gilbert  and  the  cooperation  of  the  teachers,  societies 
are  being  formed  among  the  children  with  the  object  of  inspiring 
patriotic  sentiments,  as  well  as  that  of  increasing  the  funds  of 
Mount  Vernon.  In  this  way  Minnesota  hopes  from  year  to  year 
to  be  able  to  contribute,  and  I  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  their  first  oflferings  at  the  meeting  of  the  next  Council, 
with  a  request  that  the  contributions  of  the  children  of  the 
public  schools  of  St.  Paul  be  appropriated  to  some  special  pur- 
pose or  restoration. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MAINE. 
In  the  absence  of  any  official  report  from  my  State,  and  in 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  this  Council  represents  the  2Sth 
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anniversary  of  my  appointment  as  Vice-Regent,  I  have  desired 
to  make  a  personal  gift  for  the  personal  use  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Association  with  whom  I  have  been  so  long  and  so  pleasantly 
connected.  A  quarter  of  a  century  of  marriage  permits  the 
celebration  of  a  silver  wedding,  and  by  an  easy  association  of 
ideas,  I  was  guided  in  the  choice  of  my  g^ft.  I  take  pleasure  in 
presenting  to  Council  twenty-five  silver  spoons  for  the  stirring  of 
our  tea.  They  are  indeed  Mount  Vernon  spoons,  since  they  bear 
the  mansion  as  a  device.  I  have  also  to  report  the  g^ft  of  a 
specimen  of  Washington  memorial  china,  once  the  property  of 
Gen.  Tessere,  aide-de-camp  of  Washington;  also  of  a  piece  of 
delicate  embroidery  by  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Lewis,  daughter-in-law  of 
Nellie  Custis.  Both  of  these  articles  were  presented  by  Miss 
Mary  Markoe  of  Washington. 

REPORT  OF  THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MICHIGAN. 

Finding  difficulty  in  raising  funds  for  Mt.  Vernon  in  the  State 
I  represent  by  the  usual  expedients,  because  of  coming  in  contact 
with  local  charities  and  beneficences,  the  idea  occurred  to  me  to 
organize  Mt.  Vernon  circles  or  societies  in  the  different  towns 
in  the  State,  to  further  the  interests  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  to  extend 
the  influence  of  the  Association  by  stimulating  a  national,  patri- 
otic spirit.  I  have  succeeded  in  organizing  one  such  society  in 
Detroit,  another  is  projected  in  Grand  Rapids.  I  hope  the  com- 
ing year  to  add  several  more  to  the  list  The  members  of  the 
Detroit  society  pay  an  annual  fee  of  one  dollar,  which  furnishes 
an  annual  contribution  to  the  Mt  Vernon  Association.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  societies  should  be  historical  and  literary  in 
character,  and  at  their  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly  meetings, 
the  members  should  prepare  papers,  or  read  selections  and  have 
discussions,  upon  colonial  and  revolutionary  incidents.  In  this 
way  it  is  earnestly  hoped  some  influence  may  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  younger  generation  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  of 
country,  make  them  hold  by  their  tradition,  and  value  the  inher- 
itance won  for  them  by  the  makers  of  America.  From  the 
treasurer  of  the  Detroit  society  I  have  received  a  draft  for  $53.25, 
which  is  sent  as  a  contribution  to  the  memorial  fire-proof  build- 
ing. From  a  lady,  who  is  interested  in  getting  up  a  Mt.  Vernon 
Society  in  Grand  Rapids,  a  personal  oflfering  has  been  received 
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of  $10;  this  is  likewise  for  the  memorial  building  contributed  by 
R.  A.  R.  I  beg  permission  to  report  a  collection  of  $73.75  for 
Endowment  Fund  of  Pohick,  the  parish  church  of  Mt.  Vernon. 
Ten  dollars  of  this  amount  was  contributed  by  Bishop  Davies. 
By  Dr.  Huntington,  Grace  Church,  New  York,  $20.  Collection 
on  22d  of  February,  at  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Ann  Arbor,  $12.75. 
Contribution  from  Dr.  ProU,  St.  John's  Church,  Detroit,  $5. 
Mrs.  Sweet,  Grand  Rapids,  $1.  Collection  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary at  the  Church  of  the  Gk)od  Shepherd,  Sand  Hills,  Augusta, 
Ga.,  $20.  Mrs.  Miner,  Detroit,  $5.  Making  the  total  of  $73.75. 
This  beginning  of  an  endowment  for  Pohick  I  will  place  in  trust 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
The  Vice-Regent  contributes  $5  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire  offers  to  the  Council  a 
photograph  of  an  original  pastel  portrait  of  Nellie  Custis.  She 
has  also  copied  and  herewith  offers  a  letter  replete  with  valuable 
information  regarding  Mount  Vernon  and  its  management.  The 
original  letter,  written  from  Mt.  Vernon,  by  Col.  Tobias  Lear, 
somewhere  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Samuel  Storer,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  is  unfortunately 
lost.  Mr.  Storer's  young  daughter,  Mary  Lear  Storer,  had  the 
discretion  to  copy  this  valuable  letter,  and  it  was  found  among 
her  papers  after  her  death.  In  September  last  Mrs.  Helen  C. 
Knight,  induced  by  the  recent  appointment  of  a  Vice-Regent  for 
New  Hampshire,  wrote  for  publication  an  interesting  article  on 
Mount  Vernon,  which  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  all  prominent 
New  Hampshire  newpapers. 

The  Vice-Regent  also  received  from  the  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Hudson,  a  circular  letter  relative  to  the  aflfairs  and  interests  of 
the  church  at  Pohick,  accompanied  by  the  suggestion  that  it  be 
placed  before  the  Bishop  of  New  Hampshire  for  his  considera- 
tion. Not  being  a  member  of  the  Bishop's  flock,  it  seemed  to 
her  suitable  to  appeal  to  the  Rector  of  St.  John's  Church  at  Ports- 
mouth asking  him  to  call  the  Bishop's  attention  to  the  subject. 
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After  some  delay  she  was  informed  by  the  Rector  that  it  was 
"outside  the  Bishop's  jurisdiction,"  and  as  the  Rector  himself 
showed  little  interest,  she  did  not  pursue  it  further. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  R.  WINDER, 
Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

May  14th,  1891. 
Dear  Mr.  Dodge: — I  send  herewith  for  the  Mt  Vernon 
Association  a  gun  which  has  been  forwarded  to  me  for  presenta- 
tion by  my  cousin,  Mrs.  N.  W.  Halsted,  V.  R  for  New  Jersey, 
who  is  detained  at  her  home  by  illness.  This  relic  is  described 
as  a  "  Charleville  gun,  one  of  five  hundred  brought  from  France 
by  Gen.  Lafayette,  and  by  him  presented  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress." It  was  purchased  by  Gen.  N.  Norris  Halsted,  who 
intended  to  donate  it  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association.  Mrs. 
Halsted,  his  widow,  now  donates  it  to  the  Association.  Please 
acknowledge  receipt  and  oblige. 

Yours  truly,  ALEX.  PORTER  MORSE. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  secured  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  relic — ^an  old 
pitcher  with  designs  to  commemorate  the  death  of  Washington. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  to  report  the  presentation  by  Dr.  H.  Teagul  of  Aiken, 
S.  C,  of  a  pair  of  spectacles  said  to  have  been  possessed  and 
worn  by  Gen.  Washington.  They  were  given  Dr.  R.  G. 
Teagul  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Compo,  of  Brookland,  N.  Y. 

L.  H.  PICKENS, 
Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  takes  pleasure  in  presenting 
in  the  name  of  her  State,  some  valuable  purchases  made  at  the 
Lewis  sale  of  Washington  relics,   in  Philadelphia,  December, 
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1890 — ^the  original  punch-bowl  of  Washington,  so  characteristic 
a  feature  of  the  banqueting  hall  of  olden  times;  also  a  pair  of 
vases  for  the  mantelpiece,  which  latter  has  been  richly  adorned 
by  an  antique  clock,  purchased  at  this  sale,  and  presented  through 
the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Woodward,  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky. 
An  interesting  and  valuable  relic  of  the  proof  of  Washington's 
farewell  address,  with  corrections  of  his  own  pen,  has  been  pre- 
sented by  G.  W.  Childs,  Esq.,  of  which  a  special  notice  elsewhere 
in  the  report  gives  a  detailed  description.  A  valuable  engraving 
of  Washington,  given  by  Walton  White  Evans,  Esq.,  to  Mount 
Vernon,  had  an  autograph  letter  of  Gen.  Washington  pasted 
upon  the  back.  It  is  a  celebrated  letter,  beginning  with  the 
adage:  "In  for  a  penny,  in  for  a  pound,"  in  allusion  to  the  fre- 
quency of  his  sittings  for  his  portrait.  This  has  been  placed 
in  the  revolving  frame  for  the  better  inspection  of  the  public. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York  g^tefuly  acknowledges  many 
interesting  relics  presented  by  her  colleagues  for  the  cabinet  of 
the  banquet  hall,  which  have  been  reported  by  each  lady  in  her 
State  report. 

Many  valuable  relics  might  have  been  secured  for  our  State  at 
the  sales  of  Washingtoniana,  in  Philadelphia,  had  the  State 
treasury  of  Mount  Vernon  permitted  it,  but  only  twelve  dollars 
were  available. 

From  Mr.-Nathan  Bijur $10.00 

From  Miss  Mary  Bates 2 .00 

Mrs.  Nathalie  E.  Baylies,  hearing  of  this,  at  once  volunteered 
to  assist  in  raising  some  money,  and  through  her  energetic 
means  the  treasury  was  increased  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  ($210). 

The  Vice-Regent  acknowledges  her  indebtedness  to  her,  and 
oflfers  thanks 


J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  Esq $  50.00 

D.  O.  Mills,  Esq- 25.00 

Mrs.  N.  E.  Baylies 25 .00 

Mrs.  Alden 25 .00 

Mrs.  James  Roosevelt 25 .00 

Mrs.  Frederick  Goodridge 25 .00 

Mrs.  H.  Marquand 20.00 

Miss  Hamilton 10.00 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Hamilton 5 .00 

$210.00 
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VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Virginia  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
receipt  of  two  chair  cushions  worked  by  Mrs.  Gen.  Washington 
and  presented  to  the  Virginia  room  by  Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

WISCONSIN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin  reports  her  g^ft  of  a  new 
greenhouse  to  Mount  Vernon.  Cdst  one  thousand  fifty-nine 
dollars  ($1,059).     No  contributions  from,  the  State. 


SUPERINTENDENrS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union,  in  Grand  Council 
Assembled: 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30th,  1891 : 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  Council  of  1890  the 
several  branches  of  repairs  and  improvements  as  contemplated 
and  appropriated  for  by  Council  were  undertaken. 

BUILDINGS  PAINTED. 

All  the  frame  buildings  except  the  mansion,  the  kitchen  and 
office,  were  given  one  good  coat  of  white  lead  and  oil  paint,  of 
which  they  were  in  great  need.  Likewise  the  paling  fence 
around  the  flower  garden  and  kitchen  garden,  with  the  small 
buildings  adjoining  them.  The  wharf  fence  and  boat  house 
were  also  painted. 

ROSE  HOUSE. 

The  sum  apprcq)riated  for  painting  the  rose  house  also 
included  much  needed  repairs  to  the  staging  and  other  wood 
work  therein. 

The  heating  system  of  the  rose  house  was  perfected  by  the 
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construction  of  a  separate  boiler,  permitting  a  more  suitable 
regulation  of  temperature,  which  was  impracticable  under  the 
former  method  where  one  boiler  had  to  do  the  work  for  three 
houses. 

GREENHOUSE  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Under  the  other  specific  appropriations  for  the  greenhouse 
were  purchased  150  feet  of  rubber  hose,  violet  frames,  seeds, 
bulbs,  etc. 

COMPLETION  OF  SERVANTS'  QUARTERS. 

The  upper  story  of  the  restored  "  servants'  quarters  "  was  fin- 
ished off  by  tongue-and-grooved  floors,  and  lath  and  plastered 
ceilings.  The  ceilings  and  walls  were  simply  rough-coated,  as 
those  of  the  lower  rooms  had  been.  By  thus  finishing  the 
"  quarters  "  four  sleeping  rooms  were  supplied-^-one  of  them  is 
used  by  our  gardener — ^the  others  can  be  fitted  up  for  itinerant 
mechanics  or  employes  when  required. 

TOMB  REPAIRS. 

The  board  flooring  in  the-Tomb  was  removed  as  directed  and 
gravel  substituted  therefor.  The  cement  around  the  sides  of  the 
interior  of  the  vestibule  was  carried  deeper  and  the  old  work 
washed  with  cement  to  produce  a  uniformity  of  color.  The  iron 
gates  were  cut  off  at  the  bottom  to  permit  of  their  swinging 
clear  of  the  pavement  without.  The  iron  grating  in  front  of  the 
gates  was  removed  and  the  space  paved,  iron  tracks  being 
inserted  whereupon  the  gates  could  swing  when  opened.  Frost 
having  disintegrated  the  joints  of  some  of  the  brick  coping  of 
the  Tomb,  repairs  were  made  where  necessary.  The  two  marble 
shafts  in  front  of  the  Tomb  were  cleaned  by  a  skillful  workman. 

The  mortuary  vase,  presented  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  West 
Virginia,  was  filled  with  flowers  and  placed  on  General  Washing- 
ton's sarcophagus  on  occasions  when  the  Tomb  was  decorated. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  establishment  stands  greatiy  in  need  of  better  water  sup- 
ply that  could  be  instantly  available  at  all  times.  At  times  of 
protracted    drouths    the    springs    diminish    that    operate    the 

[a6] 
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hydraulic  ram  which  forces  water  to  the  greenhouse,  and  our 
cisterns  are  depleted.  I  have  consulted  many  authorities  to  dis- 
cover if  possible  the  most  accq)tal>le  way  in  which  this  difficulty 
might  be  overcome.  All  seem  to  agree  upon  the  one  point  that 
for  best  results  recourse  must  be  had  to  an  elevated  tank  of  large 
capacity — say  20,000  gallons — ^at  such  a  height  above  the  build- 
ings that  the  gravity  pressure  alone  would  enable  us  to  deluge, 
if  necessary,  the  highest  roofs  in  case  of  fire. 

Such  a  plan  as  this  was  considered  before  the  present  fire 
apparatus  was  adopted,  but  there  were  two  objections  to  it — one 
its  cost;  the  other,  its  conspicuous  character.  If  you  ag^n  wish 
to  consider  this  subject  I  will  lay  before  you  letters  I  have  had  at 
different  times  setting  forth  the  plans  and  approximate  prices. 
The  latest  idea  advanced  is  to  construct  a  water  tower  over  on 
the  Gould  lot  hill,  where  it  would  be  practically  out  of  sight,  fill 
it  by  steam  or  other  power,  to  draw  water  from  the  river  and 
connect  the  tank  with  our  present  system  of  pipes  that  surround 
the  buildings. 

WHARF  REPAIRS. 

As  a  preparation  for  the  new  wharf-house  the  old  structure 
had  to  be  moved  back  some  distance,  and  some  of  the  wharf 
filling  and  flooring  was  changed  and  strengthened,  additional 
piles  were  driven  to  protect  the  cribbing.  Heavy  white  oak 
timbers  were  deeply  imbedded  to  support  the  superstructure  and 
prevent  any  possibility  of  unequal  settlement. 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

The  iron  fence  of  the  Deer  Park,  the  iron  railing  around  the 
Old  Tomb  and  the  gates  of  the  New  Tomb  were  repainted.  The 
balustrade  in  the  attic  of  the  Mansion  was  strengthened.  Tin 
roofs  and  gutters  on  the  several  buildings  were  inspected  and 
repaired.  The  furnace  in  the  Mansion  was  carefully  overhauled 
and  parts  of  it  renovated.  Additional  locks  were  placed  upon 
the  bookcases  in  the  Library.  Some  of  the  tiles  on  the  east 
portico,  badly  worn,  were  reset  with  cement.  The  brick  floor 
and  foundation  of  the  dairy  also  had  attention. 

The  board  walks  from  the  wharf  to.  the  Mansion  were  relaid 
where  necessary.    This  walk  will  have  to  be  entirely  renewed 
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another  season.  The  rail  fence  around  the  orchard  was  rebuilt 
Whitewashing  rooms  in  the  kitchen,  office  and  other  building^, 
and  freshening  the  paint  of  interior?  of  same,  also  new  door-step 
at  the  kitchen  were  imperative  items. 

WORK  ON  GROUNDS. 

The  roadways  and  walks  about  the  estate  have  had  the  usual 
amount  of  resurfacing  with  gravel.  A  steep  embankment  adjoin- 
ing the  carriageway  near  the  Tomb  was  g^ded  to  better  slope 
and  vines  planted  thereon  to  prevent  washing  by  heavy  rainfalls. 
The  vista  between  the  Mansion  and  the  West  Lodge  gate  was 
cleared  of  sprouts,  plowed  and  seeded  to  rye.  Many  objection- 
able trees  were  removed  from  different  parts  of  the  grounds,  and 
quite  a  number  of  young  trees  were  set  out  at  various  points. 
Privet  hedges  were  planted  between  the  butler's  house,  smoke- 
house, laundry  and  bam,  with  the  view  of  eventually  discarding 
the  old  paling  fences  there.  The  care  of  the  extensive  lawns 
during  the  summer  requires  much  labor,  which  has  been  reduced 
to  a  minimum  by  substituting  horse  mowers  for  the  slower 
method  of  cutting  with  scythes.  Upon  authority  of  the  Regent 
I  purchased  this  spring  a  new  one-horse  mower  for  this  work. 

Collecting  and  hauling  the  vast  quantity  of  leaves  every 
autumn  is  indeed  a  task.  These  leaves  of  course  are  utilized  for 
compost. 

Trimming  shade-trees,  fruit-trees  and  grape  vines  was  done  at 
the  proper  season. 

FARM  WORK. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  working  hours  were  so  seri- 
ously broken  by  the  daily  additional  boat  trip,  we  managed  to 
raise  some  crops  for  maintaining  the  live  stock.  We  stored  300 
bushels  of  com,  40  tons  of  good  ensilage,  some  turnips  and  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  hay  and  fodder  to  last  through  the  winter. 
A  lot  of  sweet  beans  was  stored  and  fed  to  the  deer.  The  veg- 
etable garden  was  worked,  when  the  men  could  be  spared,  and 
jrielded  fairly  well.  The  currants  failed  last  season.  296  quarts 
of  gooseberries  were  sold. 

Six  acres,  not  including  the  vista,  were  seeded  to  rye  and  tim- 
othy last  autumn,  followed  by  clover  this  spring.    The  Tomb  lot 
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(4  acres)  was  sown  this  April  with  oats,  clover  and  timothy.  The 
lot  adjoining  the  north  lawn  (about  4  acres)  was  plowed  during 
February  and  will  be  used  for  silo  corn.  The  open  ground  in 
the  Gould  tract  (9  acres)  has  been  cleared  and  plowed  for  com, 
and  it  is  also  my  intention  to  put  in  additionally  ten  acres  of 
com  in  the  back  field  near  the  woods.  There  are  eleven  acres  in 
clover  and  timothy,  besides  about  eight  acres  of  old  grass  sod, 
that  should  produce  a  plentiful  supply  of  hay  this  year  if  the 
season  is  propitious. 

There  are  such  diverse  requirements  for  our  teams  at  all  times 
it  is  difficult  to  accomplish  all  I  would  like  to  do.  Hauling  mate- 
rial for  builders,  coal,  wood,  leaves,  hay,  fodder  and  compost,  all 
has  to  be  done  with  one  wagon  and  one  cart  and  but  five  hours, 
or  less,  daily  for  such  occupations. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

Of  live  stock  there  are  five  horses,  five  milch  cows,  six  young 
heifers  and  one  bull.  Five  calves  were  bom,  two  females  and 
three  males,  the  latter  were  sold  to  the  butcher. 

Three  fawns  were  bom  last  July.  Two  deer  died  from  injuries 
inflicted  by  fighting.  There  are  now  twelve  deer  in  the  park,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  feed  them  twice  daily,  since  they  have  ex- 
hausted the  natural  browsing  in  their  inclosure.  I  sold  two 
bucks  at  ten  dollars  ($10)  each  and  shipped  them  to  a  private 
park  on  Long  Island. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Upon  the  three  legal  holidays,  May  30,  July  4,  and  Febmary 
22  the  Tomb  was  suitably  decorated  with  bunting,  evergreens, 
potted  plants,  and  flowers. 

Many  visitors  came  each  day  to  do  homage  at  the  shrine  of  the 
great  chieftain.  As  years  roll  by  the  memory  of  Washington 
clearly  grows  more  sacred.  Strangers  from  far  distant  countries 
seem  eager  to  show  their  admiration  of  his  geatness.  Among 
other  distinguished  pilgrims  during  the  year  were  the  Comte  de 
Paris  and  his  son,  the  Duke  d'Orleans,  also  the  Admiral  of  the 
new  Brazilian  navy,  with  a  large  retinue  of  his  officers.  A  floral 
tribute  of  rare  beauty  was  placed  at  the  Tomb  by  the  Brazilian 
officers. 
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BUST  OF  WASHINGTON. 
The  plaster  bust  of  General  Washington,  believed  to  be  the 
experimental  bust  made  here  by  Houdon  from  his  life-mask  of 
the  General,  and  which  was  given  to  the  Association  by  Col. 
John  Augustine  Washington,  was,  by  direction  of  the  Regent, 
photographed  in  my  presence  by  Mr.  Dillon,  requests  for  pic- 
tures of  this  bust  having  been  made  by  visitors. 

TWO  DAILY  TRIPS  OF  THE  BOAT. 

The  new  steamboat  "  Charles  Macalester "  commenced  the 
two-trip  schedule  Monday,  May  19,  1890,  and  so  continued  until 
Saturday,  September  20,  1890. 

The  result  of  the  new  arrangement  was  scarcely  as  successful 
as  had  been  expected,  for  there  were  comparatively  few  visitors 
by  the  afternoon  trips.  The  regular  employes  were  kept  con- 
stantly on  the  alert  to  guard  against  infringement  of  rules,  con- 
sequently little  or  no  work  could  be  accomplished  after  10.30 
o'clock  A.  M.,  except  by  the  extra  laborers  employed  for  the 
purpose. 

The  services  of  the  additional  g^ard  authorized  by  Council 
were  dispensed  with  September  30th. 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE,  Superintendent. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 
The  committee  have  examined  the  books  under  their  charge, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  by  donation  and  pur- 
chase have  labeled  and  numbered  each  volume  and  rearranged 
the  shelves.  They  have  also  prepared  a  catalogue  of  all  the 
books  and  handed  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  Record  Committee. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

The  list  of  books  purchased  at  the  Washington  sale  has  been 
given  in  Regent's  Report. 

REPORT  OF  RELICS  COMMITTEE. 
The  committee,  after  careful  examination  of  the  contents  of 
relic  cases  located  in  the  several  rooms  and  upper  hall  of  the 
Mansion,  report  their  contents  in  good  condition,  care  being 
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taken  to  protect  the  perishable  articles  so  far  as  possible.  The 
committee  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  many  interesting  and 
valuable  additions  to  the  collection  made  by  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents  during  the  year,  which  are  itemized  in  their  respective 
reports  and  Regent's  report. 

Regarding  the  restoration  of  the  Washington  bust,  which  was 
proposed  and  accepted  at  last  Council,  the  promised  work  to  be 
done  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by 
the  chief  modeler  of  the  Supervising  Architect's  office,  the  sudden 
death  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Windom  has  delayed  the  practical  execu- 
tion of  the  arrangement,  but  upon  application  of  chairman  of 
committee  to  Secretary  Foster,  he  promptly  indorsed  the 
arrangement  made  by  his  predecessor,  which  was  fully  explained 
by  the  assistant  supervising  architect  and  chief  clerk,  Mr. 
McLane.  The  modeler  was  to  have  come  to  Mount  Vernon  to 
do  the  work  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Council,  but  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  chief  clerk  on  business  of  the  department  the 
execution  of  the  order  was  delayed,  but  can  be  carried  out  at 
such  time  as  will  be  most  fitting  after  the  adjournment  of 
Council.  A  letter  received  from  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  McLane, 
in  explanation  of  this  matter  is  offered  for  the  consideration  of 
Council. 

The  relic  list  for  insertion  in  the  new  edition  of  guide-book 
was  prepared  by  chairman  and  forwarded  to  chairman  of  Guide- 
book Committee  as  directed  by  last  Council. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON,  Chairman. 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 
The  instructions  given  at  last  Council  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Tombs  and  Monuments  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  result 
is  most  satisfactory.     Both  tombs  are  in  excellent  order. 

The  Tomb  was  handsomely  decorated  on  the  Washington 
anniversaries.  The  appropriation  by  Council  of  $5  was  not 
expended.  A  contribution  of  cut  flowers  for  the  22d  of  February 
was  received  from  Mrs.  Harrison. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE, 
EMMA  R.  BALL 
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REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  Committee  has  inspected  the  several  buildings. 
It  is  pleased  to  report  that  the  interior  and  cellars  of  main 
building  are  in  good  condition  and  the  foundation  walls  secure. 
The  entire  exterior  woodwork  should  have  a  coat  of  white  paint, 
not  having  been  painted  for  several  years.  The  roof  was  painted 
in  1889,  so  does  not  now  need  attention.  The  committee  rec- 
ommend that  the  kitchen  and  office  exteriors  should  be  painted, 
also  that  the  kitchen  ceiling  be  replastered,  and  that  a  window 
be  cut  in  the  south  side  to  give  much  required  light  and  ventila- 
tion; that  the  brick  floor  of  the  state  kitchen  be  replaced  by  one 
of  wood,  the  bricks  making  it  damp  and  uncomfortable.  A  new 
refrigerator  and  clock  are  much  needed  in  the  kitchen. 

(Signed)  EMILY  L.  HARPER,  AcHng  Chairman. 

MARY  T.  BARNES, 
REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GUIDE-BOOK. 

Having  received  the  instructions  of  Council  to  add  a  complete 
list  of  the  relics  preserved  at  Mount  Vernon  to  the  new  edition 
of  the  Guide  Book  about  to  be  issued,  your  committee  deemed 
it  advisable  to  secure  all  possible  carefulness  of  statement  in  the 
whole  pamphlet.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  has  therefore 
devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  this  revision.  With  the 
cooperation  of  Mrs.  Johnston,  who  acts  as  agent  in  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Guide  Book,  many  small  errors  of  statement  or 
expression  have  been  rectified,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  value 
and  attractiveness  of  the  book  have  been  increased.  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  each  of  the  changes  made  to  the  especial  con- 
sideration of  Council,  in  accordance  with  By-Law  No.  19. 

(Signed)  MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Chairman. 

L.  H.  PICKENS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  this  committee  is  the  collecting  of  letters,  news- 
papers and  all  authentic  information  concerning  the  inception  and 
progress  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  through  its  many 
discouragements  of  fire,  war,  poverty  and  abuse,  to  its  present 
position  of  hard-earned  success;  with  the  final  object  of  rom- 
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piling  from  such  material  a  history  of  thie  Association.  The 
work  is  slow  and  laborious,  but  for  the  past  two  years  has  yielded 
encouragement  and  laid  a  good  foundation  for  future  history  in 
the  recovery  of  many  valuable  letters. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS. 

After  going  through  the  grounds  carefully,  this  committee  take 
pleasure  in  noticing  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Council  of 
1890  have  been  carefully  carried  out.  The  trees  necessary  for 
removal  because  of  broken  limbs  are  all  in  order  and  the  vista 
between  West  Lodge  Gate  has  been  cleared.  New  trees  have 
been  planted  of  the  best  varieties,  among  others  the  Regent's 
oak.  The  tree  planted  by  the  British  Minister,  Sir  Julian 
Pauncefote,  is  in  flourishing  condition. 

The  privet  hedges  between  lawn  and  smoke-house  and  butler's 
house  are  growing  slowly.  The  object  is  eventually  to  remove 
the  old  fences  if  the  Regent  approves.  Many  of  the  old  picket 
fences  which  were  falling  to  decay  have  been  removed  for  rail 
fences,  with  strong  posts  and  planks. 

The  compost  ordered  by  last  Council  has  had  marked  effect 
upon  the  lawns,  and  next  year  it  is  requested  that  the  lawn  down 
to  the  old  and  to  the  new  tomb,  about  three  acres,  may  be  cov- 
ered with  the  compost.  The  new  horse  mower  will  greatly 
reduce  the  expense  of  caring  for  the  lawns. 

In  regard  to  the  new  system  for  drainage,  this  committee  rec- 
ommend that  it  should  be  directly  to  the  river.  The  raising  of 
the  sea  wall  is  also  recommended,  two  feet  including  the  coping, 
and  its  extension  up  the  river,  to  prevent  still  further  washing 
away  of  the  ground.  Also  the  filling  of  the  ground  below  the 
wharf  to  the  level  of  the  road,  greatly  improving  the  appear- 
ance and  safety  of  the  road. 

EMILY  L.  HARPER,  Acting  Chairman. 
MARY  T.  BARNES, 
ALICE  HILL. 

REPORT  OF  GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE 
COMMITTEE. 
Your  committee  respectfully  report  that  examination  of  garden 
and  greenhouse  shows  a  very  satisfactory  condition  in  every  de- 
partment   The  gardener's  report  gives  the  details  of  the  manage- 
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ment,  improvements,  expenses,  and  income  from  this  depart- 
ment, but  we  desire  to  note  with  especial  and  grateful  apprecia- 
tion the  material  assistance  given  the  floral  culture  by  the 
erection  of  a  large  and  commodious  propagating  house  by  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin,  and  a  member  of  this  com- 
mittee. The  increased  opportunity  thus  afforded  furnishes  the 
gardener  with  all  needed  facilities  for  increasing  his  stock  of 
plants  and  improving  their  quality.  Your  committee  suggests 
the  advisability  of  allowing  Mr.  Whelan  to  advertise  in  some 
prominent  magazines,  especially  to  offset  the  conspicuous  adver- 
tisements of  the  "  Mary  Washington  Rose "  for  sale  by  other 
florists,  by  inserting  a  plain  statement  in  the  advertising  pages  of 
the  "  Century,"  by  which  the  public  may  know  that  the  original 
rose  is  here,  and  may  be  had  at  the  greenhouse  or  by  application 
to  the  gardener. 

(Signed)  L.  H.  PICKENS, 

M.  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
E.  A.  RATHBONE. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and 
of  all  the  checks,  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  finds 
them  clear,  correct  and  concise. 

Your  committee  has  also  compared  the  reports  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  of  the  Superintendent,  including  the  accounts  of  the 
purser  and  of  the  gardener,  and  reports  them  as  entirely  accurate 
and  satisfactory. 

Balance  as  reported  by  Treasurer,  May  15th,  1891 $  4,261 .  54 

Average  receipts  for  past  six  years 10,000.00 

$14,261.54 

EXPENDITURES. 

Pay  roll $7,188.00 

Pohick  church   30.00 

Secretary's  expenses  350.00 

Uniforms 100.00 

Fuel    • 250.00 

— $7,918.00 


32  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1891. 

EXTRA  EXPENSES  RECOMMENDED  FOR  COMING 

YEAR. 

Painting    $215 .00 

Fencing 100.00 

Repairing  wharf  and  steps 170.00 

Sea-wall  improvement 375 -oo 

Embankment    200.00 

Compost    100.00 

Kitchen  repairs  and  extras 110.00 

$1,270.00 

Improvements  for  greater  protection  against 

fire — ^Water  tower  and  tank 3,000.00 

Extra  fuel  (anthracite  coal) 250.00 

$12,438.00 
Leaving  a  balance  for  contingent  expenses. , .  $1,823.54 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  insurance  poli- 
cies be  renewed  for  three  years,  adding  insurance  upon  the  new 
"  quarters  "  as  well  as  upon  the  pavilion  at  wharf. 

Your  committee  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  satisfaction 
with  the  clear  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  has  kept  his 
yearly  accounts. 

(Signed),  EMMA  R.  BALL,  Acting  Chairman. 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND, 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
LETITIA  H.  WALKER, 
HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS. 


STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER  OF 
THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

1890.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $  3,357.61 

19.  From  Capt.  Blake  (short  payment  June  5, 

1889)  100.00 

27.  From  Dillon  (Balance  due  for  1889-90) 5.00 

June  10.  From  Mrs.  Rathbone  (Mich.) 20.00 

July  28.  Received  from  Assignees  of  Jay  Cooke  & 

Co.,  Phila 5.73 
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1891. 

Feb.  10.  From  S.  J.  Broadwell 132.50 

From  Miss  Longfellow,  (Mass.) 293.50 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  Co ^^^77^ -69 

"     H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 1,892.21 

"     Dillon,  (Photographer) 300.00 

Total  receipts $17,878.24 


ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1890.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance,  as  per  Report $  660.63 

June  6.  Donation,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Browne,  D.  C 125.00 

10.          Miss  Kate  W.  Burt,  Kansas i  .00 

Mrs.  Richardson,  La 30.00 

Miss  Harper,  Md 50.00 

Miss  Comegys,  Del 50.00 

Mrs.  King,  Vt i  .25 

Miss  Longfellow,  Mass 25 .00 

Mrs.  Hearst,  Cal 100.00 

Mrs.  Hill,  Col 150.00 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  Minn 100.00 

Dividends,  Port.  &  Roch.  R.  R.  Co 18.00 

Interest,  U.  S.  4  ^  Bonds 372 .00 

6^  Pacific  R.  R 60.00 

Interest  and  dividends,  Ga.  R.  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  142.00 

St.  Paul  School  District  bonds 225 .00 

Chattanooga  Union  R.  R.  bonds 300.00 

Licking  Co.,  Ohio,  bonds 300.00 

Omaha  School  District  bonds 250.00 

On  Loan  Shea 200.00 

On  Loan  Witmer  &  Duvall 125 .00 

Total  receipts ' $3,284.88 

1891.  Expenditures. 
Mar.  30.  Investment. 

Note  of  G.  B.  Fowler  and  H.  A.  Gill  due  6/9 

March,  1896,  @  5^  semi-annually $3,000.00 

1891. 

May,       Balance  to  credit $  284.88 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  15,  1891. 

(Signed)  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS, 

Treasurer, 
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COMMITTEES  FOR  1891-92. 

Finance  Committee — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Walker,  Miss  Comegys. 

Library  Committee — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst. 

Mansion  Committee — Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs. 
Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hill. 

Relics  Committee — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Hearst, 
Mrs.  Woodward,  Mrs.  Winder. 

Tomb  Committee — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Flandrau. 

Record  Committee — Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs. 
Chace. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Barnes. 

Grounds  and  Trees  Committee — Miss  Harper,  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  King. 

Guide  Book  Committee — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

Mrs.  Judge  Woodward  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  resumed  her 
position  as  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky,  which  ill-health  obliged 
her  to  resign  for  a  few  years. 

Mrs.  Wilder  of  Savannah,  was  elected  Vice-Regent  for 
Georgia  and  has  accepted. 

Mrs.  Lew  Wallace  was  elected  Vice-Regent  for  Indiana,  and 
has  declined. 

Mrs.  Augusta  Evans  Wilson  repeived  the  nomination  for  Ala- 
bama, but  subsequently  declined  on  account  of  ill-health. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
to  visit  Mount  Vernon,  there  to  meet  the  Board  of  Regents, 
expressed  their  gratification  with  the  condition  of  the  estate  and 
buildings  and  the  many  improvements  made  during  the  p^st  year. 

Valuable  gifts  to  Mount  Vernon  add  each  year  to  its  interest 
The  many  letters  from  Washington  and  his  family  are  now 
arranged  for  examination  in  revolving  frames,  as  is  also  a  rare 
collection  of  engravings,  portraits  of  the  Continental  generals. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  MS.  is  the  original  plan  of  the 
Tomb,  with  elevation,  dimensions  and  directions  to  the  workmen. 
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The  Guide  Book  in  its  enlarged  and  revised  edition  will  prove  a 
useful  source  of  information  concerning  the  relics,  library  and 
furniture. 

The  garden,  always  a  delight  in  its  quaint  fashion  and  frag- 
rance, is  more  than  ever  a  "thing  of  beauty."  The  parterres 
are  more  extensive,  and  there  is  greater  variety  in  form  and  color 
as  the  facilities  for  propagating  bedding  plants  increase.  There 
are  also  many  plants  raised  from  cuttings  of  the  historic  willows, 
hydrangeas,  magnolias  and  other  trees  and  shrubs  whose 
branches  and  blossoms  form  a  link  to  that  past  associated  with 
Washington,  Lafayette,  Napoleon  and  others.  The  "Twicken- 
ham Willow  "  comes  from  Pope's  villa  at  Twickenham.  Alex- 
ander Pope  received  a  gift  from  Smyrna  of  a  hamper  of  figs, 
which  was  bound  with  osiers,  one  of  these  he  planted  in  his 
garden,  it  grew  to  be  a  large  tree  of  the  species  known  as  the 
"  Babylonian  Willow,"  the  willow  so  often  and  poetically  men- 
tioned in  Holy  Writ. 

For  greater  protection  from  fire — ^the  chief  and  dominant  cause 
of  anxiety  to  those  in  charge — ^the  entire  abolition  of  wood  as 
fuel  is  ordered  on  the  estate,  coal  in  stoves  being  substituted  in 
all  the  buildings. 

The  present  water  power  is  to  be  supplemented  by  a  water 
tank  of  20,000  gallons  or  more  whose  gravity  pressure  alone  will 
suffice  to  throw  a  stream  to  the  highest  building. 

The  expense  is  heavy,  but  will  be  bravely  met,  and  when  com- 
pleted this  water  system  will  be  of  such  extent  as  to  satisfy  us 
that  we  have  made  every  provision  in  our  power  to  preserve  the 
nation's  shrine  from  the  ravages  of  lire,       -    . 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  we  are  faced  by  the  danger  from 
water ^  for  the  Potomac  still  encroaches  on  the  river  front  and 
landslides  still  prevail,  although  in  greatly  decreased  area, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  able  engineers  who. have  generously 
brought  their  science  to  avert  this  mysterious  movement.  But 
drainage  alone  will  not  cure  the  evil.  Only  an  extensive  water 
wall  can  secure  the  banks  from  destruction.  This  is  such  an 
enormous  outlay  we  can  build  but  small  sections  yearly  and  must 
beg  the  patience  of  the  public  for  some  years  to  come. 

For  our  improved  financial  condition  as  given  in  the  state- 
ment of  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs  of  Washington,  we 
thank  the  ever-increasing  number  of  visitors  whose  entrance  fee 


36  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1891. 

of  34  cents  is  our  income  and  support.  These  pilgrims  to  this 
hallowed  spot,  individually  and  collectively,  not  only  supply  the 
means  wherewith  to  preserve  and  improve  the  Home  of  Wash- 
ington, but  lend  great  moral  strength  and  encouragement  to  those 
who  hold  it  in  charge  and  who  have  rescued  it  from  destruction 
and  oblivion  through  thirty  years  of  labor,  discouragement  and 
patience  and  are  now  rewarded  by  success  and  by  the  sympathy 
and  confidence  of  the  patriotic  public  to  whom  is  offered  this 
simple  but  faithful  chronicle  of  a  year's  work  at  Mount  Vernon 
on  the  Potomac. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Secretary  of  Councils  and  Vice-Regent  Mount  Vernon 
Association  for  Connecticut, 
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ADDITIONAL  MEETING 
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WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

ARLINGTON  HOTEL. 


MINUTES  OF  "ADDITIONAL"  MEETING  OF  THE 
GRAND  COUNCIL. 


Wednesday,  December  2,  1891. 
The  ladies  present: 

Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland;  Mrs.  Townsend, 
Vice-Regent  for  New  York;  Mrs.  Barnes,  Vice-Regent  for  Dis- 
trict Columbia;  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine;  Mrs.  Ball, 
Vice-Regent  for  Virginia;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Vice-Regent  for  Con- 
necticut; Miss  Comegys,  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware;  Mrs.  Leiter, 
Vice-Regent  for  Illinois;  Mrs.  Hearst,  Vice-Regent  for  Cali- 
fornia; Mrs.  Winder,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

At  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  Council  was  called  to  order  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  stated  that  it  was  in  order 
to  appoint  a  temporary  chairman. 

Miss  Harper  was  nominated  as  chairman,  voted  for  unani- 
mously, and  took  the  chair. 

Devotional  exercises. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  presented  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ladies: — In  announcing  to  you  officially  the  sad  tidings  of  the 
death  of  our  Regent,  Mrs.  Laughton,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
November,  1891,  I  place  before  you  the  g^eat  sorrow  and  loss 
that  has  fallen  upon  us,  and  show  cause  for  our  unusual  assem- 
bling here  at  this  "additional  meeting." 
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The  sudden  death  of  our  Regent,  by  depriving  us  of  all  con- 
trol over  the  funds  of  the  Association,  and  by  leaving  our  Super- 
intendent without  money  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  Mount 
Vernon,  made  it  necessary  to  devise  some  speedy  relief  from  this 
embarrassment.  The  Secretary  communicated  with  many  of  the 
Vice-Regents  and  received  from  them  the  advice  to  call  an 
"additional"  Council  that  should  appoint  a  president  pro  tern- 
pore,  with  the  powers  and  authority  of  a  Regent,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  our  Constitution.  The  Secretary  met  in  New 
York  City  the  Vice-Regents  for  West  Virginia  and  New  York. 
These  three  Vice-Regents,  under  the  ordering  of  Section  VI 
of  the  Constitution,  decided  to  call  an  "  additional "  Council  to 
meet  on  the  second  day  of  December,  1891,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, it  being  deemed  inexpedient  to  meet  at  Mount  Vernon 
during  this  inclement  season;  the  early  date  being  rendered 
imperative  by  the  exigencies  of  our  financial  position.  Before 
sending  out  the  call  for  this  Council  the  above-named  Vice- 
Regents  sought,  by  telegraph,  permission  from  absent  Vice- 
Regents  to  add  their  names  to  the  call.  In  response  the  twelve 
names  following  were  affixed: 

Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Washington, 
Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss 
Harper,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Hudson. 

Unfortunately  five  of  these  were  too  late  to  be  sent  out  with 
the  summons. 

S.  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,* 

Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut, 

Adopted. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut,  seconded  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  District  of  Columbia,  moved  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  "  additional  meeting  *' 
of  the  Grand  Council  to  fill  the  vacant  office  of  Regent,  caused 
by  the  death  of  the  Regent,  Mrs.  Laughton.  That  the  Grand 
Council  as  empowered  by  Article  78  of  the  Constitution  proceed 
to  elect  a  president  pro  tempore. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

*Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Sweat,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Browne  kindly  offered 
their  parlors  for  the  Council,  but  all  were  declined,  as  it  was  deemed  more 
convenient  to  occupy  a  room  at  the  Arlington  Hotel. 
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The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut,  seconded  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Virginia,  begged  that  Council  before  voting  would 
consider  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  all  the  duties  and  powers,  the  general  direction 
of  the  aflFairs  of  the  Association  vested  in  the  Regent  by  Article 

gof  the  Constitution  and  by  the  Grand  Council  at  various  times, 
e  vested  in  the  President  pro  tempore  until  such  time  as  the 
Grand  Council  choose  a  Regent. 

Adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Chairman  called  for  vote  by  ballot  for  President  pro 
tempore. 

The  Secretary  collected  the  ballots.  These  were  given  to  the 
Vice-Regents  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  count.  They 
declared  Mrs.  Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  elected 
unanimously. 

Mrs.  Townsend  accepted  her  position  in  a  few  gleeful  and 
^propriate  words. 

The  Secretary  gave  into  the  hands  of  the  President  pro  tempore 
the  cheque  book  and  bank  book  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Secretary  begged  leave  to  state  that  she  had  letters 
expressing  earnest  wishes  for  the  election  of  Mrs.  Townsend 
from  the  Vice-Regents  for  Wisconsin,  North  Carolina,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Ver- 
mont 

The  President  pro  tempore  made  a  statement  of  the  authority 
given  her  by  Mrs.  Laughton  to  sign  a  cheque  for  the  discharge 
of  the  current  expenses  of  Mount  Vernon  for  the  month  of 
October,  the  Regent  at  that  time  being  too  ill  to  sign  her  name. 
A  most  interesting  and  touching  account  followed  of  the  last 
days  and  death  of  our  dear  Regent,  and  through  all  those  weary 
months  of  suffering  her  unfailing  efforts  in  behalf  of  Mount 
Vernon.  The  President  pro  tempore  then  presented  and  read  the 
following  in  memoriam: 

With  what  saddened  hearts  we  meet  to-day  in  this  dark  hour 
of  our  bereavement!  No  words  of  cordial  welcome  to  await  us, 
the  winning  smile  and  cheerv  voice  never  more  to  be  seen  or 
heard!  Henceforth  we  have  left  to  us  but  sweet  memories  of  the 
past 
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Otir  Regent  was  singularly  fitted  for  the  high  position  she  had 
held  during  the  past  eighteen  years.  To  a  clear  judgment,  a 
high  sense  of  justice,  great  prudence  in  the  management  of 
afrairs,  and  cautious  deUberation  in  all  matters  of  importance; 
to  all  these  qualities  of  mind  she  added  a  dignity,  and  grace,  and 
tact  in  presiding  over  our  Board  that  was  a  charm  of  which  we 
were  justly  proud. 

Her  love  for,  and  faithfulness  to,  Mt.  Vernon  were  unfailing, 
as  true  and  deep  at  the  end  of  her  career  as  when,  thirty-five 
years  ago,  she  entered  upon  its  service.  Hers  was  a  life  work 
of  untiring  energy  and  devotedness  which  will  cause  her  memory 
to  be  ever  cherished  and  revered  by  us  all. 

Her  warm  and  loving  heart,  her  loyalty  to  her  friends,  her 
hospitality,  her  g^ace  of  manner  and  charm  of  conversation,  her 
bright  and  sparkling  wit  which  made  her  the  attractive  centre 
of  a  circle  of  friends,  both  here  and  in  her  native  city;  all  this  I 
leave  to  an  abler  pen  than  mine  to  portray,  and  will  only  add 
the  prayer  that  God  may  guide  us  in  our  choice  of  a  successor 
in  this  noble  work  of  patriotic  love,  and  enable  us,  in  the  coming 
year,  to  find  one  who  may  emulate  the  virtues  of  our  beloved 
Regent,  and  continue  the  good  work  which  she  has  so  faithfully 
set  before  us. 


The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  moved,  seconded  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Virginia,  that  a  copy  of  this  memorial  be  sent  to 
Madame  de  Pedrosa. 

Adopted. 

The  President  pro  tempore  was  appointed  to  present  the  above 
to  Madame  de  Pedrosa. 

The  President  pro  tempore  suggested  that  Mrs.  Walker,  Vice- 
Regent  for  North  Carolina,  be  officially  requested  to  write  a 
eulogy  of  the  Regent  and  present  it  at  the  next  Council. 

Ad(q)ted  unanimously. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Connecticut,  moved  that  this  Council  order  all  traveling  and 
other  expenses  incurred  by  the  President  pro  tempore  in  the  dis- 
charge of  her  Mount  Vernon  duties  to  be  charged  to  and  paid 
by  this  Association. 

Adopted  unanimously,  but  declined  with  thanks  on  the  part 
of  the  President  pro  tempore. 

The  Secretary  presented  and  read  the  following  letter  from 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Browne,  private  secretary  to  Regent: 
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To   Mrs.   S.  E.  Johnson  Hudson,   Secretary   Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association. 
Dear  Madame: — ^I  herewith  tender  my  resignation  as  private 
secretary,  to  take  effect  upon  the  appointment  of  my  successor. 
Very  respectfully, 

LOUISE  WOLCOTT  KNOWLTON  BROWNE. 
1645  ^  Street,  November  11,  1891. 

The  Vice-R^fent  for  Maryland,  seconded  by  the  Vice-Regents 
for  IlUnois  and  Virginia,  moved  that  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Browne  as  private  Secretary  be  not  accepted,  and  that  she  be 
requested  to  retain  her  office  and  lend  her  valuable  assistance  to 
the  President  pro  tempore. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

The  President  pro  tempore  informed  Council  that  Mrs.  Kennon 
had  told  her  that  a  book-case  formerly  in  General  Washington's 
library  at  Mount  Vernon  was  now  offered  for  sale  and  could  be 
purchased  for  Mount  Vernon.  Its  authenticity  was  guaranteed 
by  Miss  Mary  Lee. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  said  that  she  had  carefully 
examined  this  book-case,  had  obtained  it  for  Mount  Vernon,  and 
begged  Council  to  accept  it  for  Mount  Vernon. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Vice-Regent  for  California  was  imme- 
diately moved,  seconded,  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  pro  tempore  stated  that  a  chair,  formerly  belong- 
ing to  General  Washington's  drawing-room  at  Mount  Vernon, 
and  which  still  retained  its  original  covering  and  in  good  order, 
had  been  offered  her  for  purchase  for  the  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation, and  that  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity.  She 
begged  Council  to  decide  as  to  its  purchase,  as  the  owner 
requested  an  immediate  answer. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  begged  leave  to  become  the  pur- 
chaser of  this  chair  for  the  drawing-room  at  Mount  Vernon, 
provided  it  proved  to  be  suitable  for  the  room. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Maryland,  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  offered  to  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Illinois. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Rosselle,  proprietor  of  the  Arlington  Hotel,  having  placed 
a  large  room  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Council  free 
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of  chzTge,  the  Secretary  was  ordered  by  Cotincil  to  address  a 
note  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Rosselle  in  acknowledgment  of  his 
courtesy. 
.  There  being  no  more  business  before  Council,  the  President 
pro  tempore  declared  this  "additional"  Cotmcil  by  its  own  order 
stands  adjourned  sine  die. 
Adjourned  at  12  noon,  December  2,  1891. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

Secretary  of  Councils, 
Vice-Regent  Mt.  Vernon  Association  for  Connecticut. 

Time  not  allowing  for  a  second  reading  of  the  above  minutes, 
they  were  submitted  to  the  President  pro  tempore  for  approval, 
who  added  the  following  endorsement: 

"  Having  examined  the  minutes  of  the  '  additional '  Council  I 
find  these  papers  a  faithful  and  accurate  statement  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Vice-Regents  assembled." 

(Signed)  J.  V.  R.  T., 

President  pro  tempore. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  MOUNT  VERNON   LADIES' 
ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Regent — Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Summer 
Address,  Tuxedo  Park,  N.  Y.  Winter  Address,  29  West  39th 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  M.  J.  M^  Sweat,  Portland,  Me.;  Mrs.  Cor- 
nelius L.  King,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.;  Miss  Alice  M.  Longfellow, 
Cambridge,  Mass.;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  42  Islington  Street, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  Mrs.  Susan  E.  J.  Hudson,  Stratford,  Conn.; 
Miss  Comegys,  Dover,  Del.;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes,  1722  H 
Street,  Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  209  W.  Grace 
Street,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington,  Charlestown, 
W.  Va.;  Mrs.  Letitia  H.  Walker,  Leeksville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Lucy 
H.  Pickens,  Edgefield  C.  H.,  S.  C;  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder, 
93  Charlton  Street,  Savannah,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Martha  Mitchell,  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.;  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  282  Prytania  Street, 
New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Rathbone,  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter,  Chicago,  111.;  Mrs.  Woodward, 
Lexington,  Ky.;  Mrs.  Jenny  M.  Ward,  Ottawa,  ICansas;  Mrs. 
Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  185  Pleasant  Avenue,  St  Paul,  Minn.; 
Mrs.  Alice  Hill,  531  Fourteenth  Street,  Denver,  Col.;  Mrs» 
Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Mrs.  Baker,  Jacksonville, 
Fla. 

Secretary — ^Mrs.  Susan  R  J.  Hudson. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resident  Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon — ^Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Assistant  Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon — Mr.  James 
Young. 

Advisory  Committee — ^Judge  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  Dover,  Del.; 
Mr.  Justice  Field,  California;  Hon.  Thomas  N.  McCarter, 
LL.  D.,  New  Jersey;  Dr.  James  C.  Welling,  Washington,  D.  C; 
Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


OF  THB 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Veraon,  June,  1892. 


The  Ladies  present: 

Regent — Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Mrs.  Sweat, 
Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs, 
Leiter,  Mrs.  Pickens. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Asso- 
ciation is  again  offered  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the 
reports  of  the  various  committees  as  submitted  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  in  June,  1892. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  personal  loss  to  the  Asso- 
ciation. Death  has  claimed  our  Regent,  Mrs.  Laughton,  Mrs. 
Halsted,  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  Miss  Harper,  Vice-Regent 
for  Maryland. 

While  they  grieve  the  loss  of  these  ladies,  their  colleagues  are 
indeed  thankful  that  they  lived  to  see  the  reward  of  their  thirty 
years  of  responsibility  and  labor,  in  the  restoration  of  Wash- 
ington's Home  to  its  original  order  and  beauty  and  the  pres- 
ervation and  protection  of  his  Tomb. 

Death  has  also  taken  from  our  Advisory  Committee  the  Hon. 
John  S.  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 

Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New 
York,  has  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacant  office  of  Regent.  The 
unanimous  vote  on  a  first  ballot  electing  Mrs.  Townsend,  voiced 
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the  confidence  felt  in  her  ability  to  faithfully  discharge  the  labor- 
ious and  responsible  duties  of  her  office. 

Miss  Cunningham,  of  South  Carolina,  was  the  first  Regent 
and  founder  of  the  Association,  1854.  Mrs.  Laughton  succeeded 
as  Regent  in  1873. 

Mrs.  Chace,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  appointments,  has  sent  in  her  resignation,  greatly  to  our 
regret  Her  health  does  not  permit  her  to  continue  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  her  office. 

REGENT'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: — ^The  sad  memories  which  cluster  around  us,  as  we 
meet  at  this  Council  table,  seem  almost  to  overwhelm  us.  I  can 
clothe,  in  no  fitting  words,  the  deep  sense  of  our  loss. 
Our  dear  Regent  who,  during  the  past  eighteen  years,  had  so 
ably  guided  this  great  work,  has  been  taken  from  us,  and  at 
every  step  we  shall  feel  the  need  of  that  clear  intellect,  strong  and 
vigorous,  that  practical  common  sense  and  sound  judgment,  that 
cautious  action  and  pronounced  conservatism  which  marked  her 
conduct  of  affairs.  To  all  these  qualities  of  mind,  she  added  a 
dignity  and  graceful  tact  in  presiding  over  our  Board,  that  was 
a  charm  of  which  we  were  justly  proud.  Her  love  for,  and  faith- 
fulness to  Mount  Vernon  were  unfailing,  as  true  and  deep  at  the 
end  of  her  career  as  when  thirty-five  years  ago  she  entered  upon 
its  service.  Hers  was  a  life  work  of  untiring  energy  and  devot- 
edness  which  will  cause  her  memory  to  be  ever  cherished  and 
revered  by  us  all.  Her  warm  and  loving  heart,  her  loyalty  to 
her  friends,  her  hospitality,  her  g^ce  of  manner  and  charm  of 
conversation,  her  bright  and  sparkling  wit  which  made  her  the 
attractive  centre  of  a  circle  of  friends,  both  here  and  in  her 
native  city;  all  this  I  leave  to  an  abler  pen  than  mine  to  portray, 
and  will  only  add  that  in  the  hour  in  which  her  life  work  was  to 
be  crowned  with  its  brightest  success,  she  was  called  to  a  richer 
reward.  May  her  mantle  fall  upon  a  successor  who  will  con- 
tinue the  patriotic  work  which  she  has  faithfully  begun. 

Added  to  this  severe  bereavement,  came  to  us  a  few  weeks 
since,  the  tiding^  that  our  beloved  sister  Vice-Regent  for  Mary- 
land had  also  entered  into  rest  The  granddaughter  of  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton  was  worthy  of  her  ancestor,  as  unflinching 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1892.  5 

in  courage  and  integrity;  she  inherited  his  patriotism,  and  her 
love  for  Mount  Vernon  was  proven  by  her  generosity  toward  it 
in  life,  and  was  continued  after  death.  Her  loveliness  of  char- 
acter, a  rare  combination  of  strength  and  gentleness,  her  sterling 
good  sense  and  judgment,  her  grace  and  elegance  of  manner,  we 
shall  see  no  more — ^and  yet,  the  images  rise  before  us,  and  the 
memories  cluster  around  these  two  dear  sisters,  so  "  that  though 
dead,  they  yet  live." 

Can  we  offer  a  more  fitting  memorial  to  our  departed  friends 
than  to  emulate  the  examples  they  have  set  before  us,  in  zeal 
and  devotion  to  this  beautiful  work  of  keeping  pure,  and  true  to 
history  this  sacred  Home  of  Washington?  Let  us  continue  to 
exercise  prudence  and  conservatism  in  our  Councils,  deliberating 
with  caution,  ever  keeping  in  mind  the  bond  which  unites  us — 
a  sisterhood  from  all  parts  of  our  vast  country,  coming,  often- 
times, at  sacrifice  of  other  duties,  to  join  with  singleness  of  heart, 
in  this  work  of  patriotic  love  of  the  "  greatest  of  good  men,  and 
the  best  of  g^eat  men." 

Before  entering  into  business  details,  let  me  offer  in  the  united 
name  of  this  Board,  a  heartfelt  welcome  to  our  senior  Vice- 
Regent,  whose  presence  is  as  a  benediction  upon  us  in  this  hour 
of  needed  judgment  and  wisdom. 

Ladies,  you  have  all  learned  through  the  minutes  of  the  addi- 
tional Council,  held  in  the  City  of  Washington,  last  December, 
that  I  was  elected  president  pro  tempore ,  as  it  had  become  imper- 
ative to  have  some  one  empowered  to  draw  cheques  in  order  to 
meet  the  monthly  expenses,  and  also  to  see  that  the  work  ordered 
by  the  last  Council  should  be  carried  out  I  have  endeavored 
to  represent  you  faithfully,  and,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  will 
state  what  has  been  accomplished.  The  most  important  work 
was  the  introduction  of  a  water  plant,  as  a  safeguard  against  fire. 
Mr.  Dodge,  in  his  report,  will  inform  you  of  his  work  in  obtain- 
ing estimates  among  the  different  water  tank  companies  through- 
out the  country,  but,  after  some  deliberation,  the  new  system  of 
the  chemical  water  supply  was  substituted  for  the  unsightly  water 
tanks,  which  would  have  been  such  an  anachronism  at  Mount 
Vernon.  This,  the  latest  scientific  discovery  for  rapid  extin- 
guishing of  fires  (such  as  is  now  being  used  in  the  large  cities  of 
our  country),  has  been  introduced  into  our  lawn,  in  the  rear  of 
the  sun-dial,  and  the  disfigurement  is  scarcely  perceptible.    An 
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appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000)  had  been  voted 
for  this  purpose,  with  the  proviso,  that,  if  needed,  the  Regent  be 
authorized  to  use  an  additional  sum.  As  the  preservation  of  the 
home  and  tomb  of  Washington  must  ever  be  the  first  thought 
and  care  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  the  addi- 
tional expenditure  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
($775)  seemed  a  judicious  outlay,  in  order  to  secure  the  absolute 
immunity  from  fire  of  the  mansion  and  offices  on  the  estate. 
The  wise  suggestion  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware,  to  have 
the  chimneys  cleaned  and  examined  every  year,  so  that  the 
mortar  be  not  eaten  away  by  the  acid  of  the  gas,  thus  enabling 
sparks  to  reach  the  woodwork  of  the  house,  has  been  duly 
attended  to.  The  wisdom  of  this  is  forcibly  brought  before  us 
by  the  recent  destruction  by  fire  of  the  historic  house,  Beverly 
Mansion,  the  headquarters  of  Benedict  Arnold,  opposite  West 
Point,  on  the  Hudson  River.  The  old,  seasoned  timber  was 
ignited  through  a  defective  chimney,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  this 
interesting  landmark  of  revolutionary  days  was  reduced  to  ashes. 

This  past  year  has  been  a  very  busy  one  at  Mount  Vernon, 
as  the  Superintendent's  report  will  prove.  All  the  orders  of 
Council  have  been  satisfactorily  accomplished,  and,  in  addition, 
the  restoration  of  the  spinning  house,  that  interesting  feature  of 
the  old  colonial  mansion,  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Vice- 
Regents  for  Minnesota  and  New  Hampshire,  who  have  combined 
utility  with  beauty,  in  providing  rooms  for  their  own  accom- 
modation. The  Vice-Regents  for  Kansas  and  for  Colorado  have 
also  done  the  same  in  the  Quarters,  which  building  was  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Elansas.  This  provision  of  rooms 
is  becoming  a  needed  want  at  Mount  Vernon,  as  our  ranks  will 
increase,  and  to  these  four  enterprising  sisters  we  take  pleasure 
in  tendering  our  thanks. 

Tlie  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  give  all  the  details  of 
the  work  of  the  past  year.  That  of  the  Treasurer  will  also  prove 
our  financial  prosperity.  Mr.  Riggs  has  shown  much  kindness 
to  your  President  pro  tern,  in  entering  into  correspondence  upon 
several  matters  which  formerly  were  transacted  verbally  with 
our  Regent.  One  of  these  subjects  was  a  matter  brought  up  at 
our  last  Council,  but  not  acted  upon — the  transfer  of  the  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  purchased  by  our  dear  sister  Vice-Regent  for 
Ohio,  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association.   Your  President 
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pro  tempore  obtained  from  our  Treasurer  the  advice  to  corre- 
spond with  Mr.  Broadwell,  as  executor,  and  ask  him  to  obtain 
the  necessary  transfer,  which  we  will  receipt  Also,  our  Treas- 
urer aided  us  in  accomplishing  what  we  ladies  must  all  take  pride 
in — ^the  pa)anent  of  the  large  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars 
($4,000)  for  the  important  water  system,  engine  house,  etc.,  out  of 
the  moneys  of  the  general  account,  not  infringing  upon  the 
Endowment  Fund. 

At  our  last  Council  it  was  ordered  that,  for  the  proper  repre- 
sentation of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  at  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition,  a  committee  be  appointed,  of  which  the  Regent 
should  be  chairman,  to  study  the  subject,  and  prepare  a  report 
for  the  next  Council.  Among  the  Regent's  papers,  no  corres- 
pondence can  be  found  upon  the  subject,  yet  Mrs.  Rathbone, 
Vice-Regent  for  Michigan,  had  written  the  Regent,  and  in  July 
she  proposed  attending  to  the  matter.  No  committee  having 
been  appointed,  and  the  originator  of  the  resolution  being  in 
Europe,  it  seemed  due  to  the  other  ladies  who  were  in  favor  of 
this  project,  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  securing  a  space  at 
the  exhibition.  Your  President  pro  tern,  wrote  to  the  Ladies' 
Department  to  ascertain  whether  space  could  be  granted  us,  at 
this  late  hour,  in  case  of  a  favorable  decision  of  our  next  Council, 
which  would  meet  on  June  ist,  1892.  Mrs.  Potter  Palmer  sent 
a  courteous  reply,  stating  that  spaces  in  the  Woman's  Depart- 
ment were  not  to  be  allotted  before  July  ist,  and  added  that  she 
trusted  our  notable  work  would  be  represented  at  the  World's 
Fair. 

The  long  since  threatened  railroad  from  Washmgton  to  Mount 
Vernon  has  come  before  us  again.  In  March  last,  Mr.  Dodge 
sent  a  letter,  which  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  you,  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  Council  will  be  called  upon  to  deliberate  upon 
this  subject,  one  of  no  small  importance  to  our  Association,  as 
it  involves  a  large  expenditure  in  guides,  police,  drivers,  horses 
and  omnibuses,  the  latter  expenses  being  necessary  in  case  the 
station  be  placed  near  the  park  lodges.  With  a  view  to  prevent 
its  being  located  on  the  site  of  the  present  lunch  room,  an  effort 
was  made  to  secure  the  purchase  of  the  intervening  field  of  107 
acres.  Mr.  Dodge  was  instructed  to  enter  at  once  into  corre- 
spondence with  the  owner  with  regard  to  its  purchase.  The 
result  was  a  refusal  to  sell,  as  he  is  himself  interested  in  the  rail- 
road enterprise. 
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The  road  will  be  opened  by  the  first  of  July,  1892.  Owing  to 
this  refusal,  Council  would  do  well  to  take  under  consideration 
the  undesirable  proximity  of  the  station,  and  should  determine 
the  point  of  entrance  to  be  offered  the  railroad  by  our  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  Governor  of  Virginia  sent  an  official  announcement  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Board  of  Visitors.  In  acknowledgment  of  his 
letter,  an  invitation  was  sent  in  the  name  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies*  Association,  requesting  the  honor  of  his  presence  also, 
on  the  day  appointed,  which  courtesy  he  accepts  with  pleasure, 
providing  his  engagements  permit 

We  have  been  the  recipients  of  a  valuable  gift  from  Mr.  Wil- 
liam F.  Havemeyer,  of  New  York  City— one  of  the  five  swords 
of  Washington  bequeathed  in  his  will  to  his  five  nephews.  This 
was  purchased  at  a  Philadelphia  auction  sale  of  Washingtoniana, 
and  its  authenticity  certified  to  by  the  previous  owner.  As  this 
was  a  very  valuable  gift,  the  fitness  of  a  vote  of  thanks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  formal  acknowledgment,  is  suggested  to  the 
Board. 

At  a  more  recent  Philadelphia  sale,  your  President  pro  tern, 
ordered  some  Washington  jelly  glasses  for  the  adornment  of  the 
sideboard  in  the  Banqueting  Hall,  the  room  delegated  to  the  care 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  These  articles  were  generously  pre- 
sented to  the  Association  by  George  Schuyler  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  of 
New  York.  To  obtain  veritable  furniture,  once  associated  with 
Washington,  should  be  our  aim  for  Mount  Vernon.  These  safes 
will  inevitably  cease  ere  long,  and  whether  the  purchase  money 
come  from  the  general  account  or  elsewhere  seems  of  slight 
importance.  With  a  little  effort  the  ladies  can  raise  sums  in  their 
States,  and  pay  back  amounts  borrowed  from  the  general 
account. 

Mr.  Holloway,  who  furnished  the  new  water  plant,  presented 
the  Association  with  two  small  Babcock  machines,  and  also 
exchanged  the  one  which  our  Vice-Regent  from  Massachusetts 
had  presented  to  us.  These  are  most  useful  in  the  early  stages  of 
a  fire,  when  the  first  few  minutes  are  so  important  in  controlling 
the  flames.  Our  Vice-Regent  from  California,  before  leaving 
for  Europe,  ordered  a  concrete  pavement  for  the  pavilion,  thus 
perfecting  her  munificent  gift  We  sincerely  regret  that  we  are 
again  prevented  from  offering  our  viva  voce  thanks,  and  can  only 
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by  a  vote  of  Council  send  an  expression  of  our  appreciation  of 
her  generous  work. 

Before  closing  my  report,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying 
to  the  efficiency  and  faithfulness  of  our  Superintendent,  as 
evinced  in  the  conduct  of  the  water  system,  involving  immense 
correspondence  throughout  the  country,  as  well  as  with  your 
President  pro  tern.,  who  obtained  for  the  first  time  a  realizing 
idea  of  the  work  which  oiu*  dear  Regent  had  been  performing 
for  us  for  many  years  during  the  interim  of  Council.  The  green- 
houses and  garden  have  been  a  great  attraction  to  visitors,  and 
the  forcing  houses,  the  gift  of  our  oldest  Vice-Regent,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  have  done  a  grand  work  in  aiding  the  gardener  to  com- 
pete with  others,  and,  by  his  efficiency,  the  garden  produces  a 
beautiful  appearance,  and,  financially,  has  made  good  progress. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one  for  Mount  Vernon, 
and  we  must  needs  rejoice  in  the  growing  interest  in  the  respect 
and  love  for  Washington,  as  evinced  by  the  constantly  increasing 
number  of  visitors  to  the  nation's  honored  shrine. 

Just  before  the  meeting  of  Council,  the  Vice-Regents  were 
saddened  by  the  news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Richardson,  husband 
of  our  beloved  Vice-Regent  from  Louisiana.  Our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy goes  out  to  her  in  the  sorrow  that  has  clouded  her  life. 
And  now,  dear  ladies,  before  resigning  the  work  with  which  you 
have  entrusted  me  during  the  interim  of  Councils,  I  must  thank 
you  for  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  represent  you  conscientiously;  and  with  the  work,  has 
blended  the  sweet  thought  that  I  was  carrying  out  every  action 
in  accordance  with  our  dear  Regent's  wishes,  which  were  always 
yours,  and  this  has  been  borne  upon  my  heart  so  constantly  that 
it  has  made  this  temporary  work  a  labor  of  love.  Earnestly 
invoking  the  continuance  of  God's  blessing  upon  us,  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past,  I  am  cordially  your  friend, 

JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Ladies'  Association. 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

To  THE  Regent  and  Ladies  of  Council  of  Mount  Vernon 
Association: 

I  am  much  gratified  to  report  the  addition  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non furniture  of  a  bookcase  and  a  chair.  The  bookcase  was 
formerly  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  then  for  many  years  in  the 
possession  of  the  Lee  family  at  Arlington.  Its  full  history  will 
be  found  in  the  catalogue,  and  is  vouched  for  by  Miss  Mary  Lee. 
The  chair  was  by  Washington's  bedside  when  he  died,  and  was 
given  to  a  faithful  slave  who  had  been  in  constant  attendance 
upon  him.  I  purchased  it  from  the  granddaughter  of  this  slave 
after  establishing  its  identity. 

I  regret  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  attend  the  Council  of  this 
year,  as  I  leave  for  Europe  in  a  few  days.  The  absence  from 
your  meeting  of  the  noble  woman  who  as  Regent  has  done  so 
much  to  infuse  her  patriotism  into  the  spirit  and  work  of  the 
Association,  will,  I  realize,  cast  a  shadow  of  sadness  upon  you, 
but  I  hc4)e  that  your  coming  together  may  be  otherwise  full  of 
satisfaction  to  aU  of  you. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

PHOEBE  A.  HEARST. 

May  25,  1892. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Colorado  has  made  no  particular  effort  to 
raise  funds  by  popular  appeal  for  Mount  Vernon  this  year  for 
the  same  reason  that  prevented  her  doing  it  last  year. 

Her  personal  gift  is  in  furnishing  a  room  in  the  new  quarters 
for  the  use  of  her  State  and  any  future  representative,  at  a  cost  of 
$123.92. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  reports  her  gift  of  two 
spring  mattresses  for  use  in  the  Superintendent's  house. 

From  Mrs.  John  K.  Van  Rensselaer  of  New  York,  for  Pohick 
Church  Endowment  Fund,  $5. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  the  District  of  Columbia  reports  that  the 
flag-staff  furnished  by  the  U.  S.  Navy  Dq)artment  (a  loan  from 
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Mr.  Tracy,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  a  personal  application) 
was  brought  to  Mount  Vernon  from  the  Washington  Navy  Yard, 
June  i6th,  1891,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Commodore 
Skerrett  Sailors  from  the  yard  did  all  the  work  incident  to 
erecting  and  rigging  the  flag-staflF,  completing  the  same  June 
23d.  The  first  flag  was  raised  upon  it  July  4th,  1891.  I  was 
invited  to  hoist  the  first  colors,  but  sickness  prevented.  Mrs. 
Laughton's  illness  and  subsequent  death  has  delayed  an  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  courtesy  in  the 
loan  and  most  efficient  aid  in  planting  the  staff,  and  there  should 
be  an  official  recognition  on  tiie  part  of  Council  of  Mr.  Tracy's 
(Sec.  Navy)  and  Commodore  Skerretf  s  valuable  services  and 
contribution  to  Mount  Vernon. 

MARY  T.  BARNES. 

THE  VICE-REGENT  FOR  GEORGIA 

Regrets  exceedingly  being  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of 
Council,  and  begs  leave  to  report  sending  a  set  of  old  brasses  for 
the  fireplace  of  George's  room;  also  a  table  found  at  Winchester, 
Va.,  which  she  hopes  will  prove  suitable. 

GEORGIA  P.  WILDER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  the  purchase  of  a  chair.  Mrs.  Town- 
send,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York,  informed  me  on  December  5th 
that  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Bartlett  had  offered  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Association,  through  her,  a  chair  used  by  General 
Washington  during  his  residence  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  that  its 
preservation  was  quite  remarkable,  the  covering  never  having 
been  replaced.  I  wrote  to  Mrs.  Bartlett,  and  received  on 
December  15th  an  answer  to  my  inquiries,  confirming  its  authen- 
ticity beyond  doubt. 

The  chair  is  now  in  the  Illinois  room. 

Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  I  have  purchased  a  very  rare 
and  curious  engraving,  dated  1836,  "  Washington  being  ele- 
vated as  ascending  to  the  gods."  It  is  curious,  and  I  am  happy 
to  donate  it  to  the  Library  collection. 

MARY  T.  LEITER, 

Vice-Regent  for  lUinois. 

|a81 
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KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Ladies  of  Council: — From  my  State  I  have  to  report  the  gift 
from  ex-Governor  Anthony  of  a  stereotype  plate  of  the  restored 
Quarters,  which  appears  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Guide  Book.  I 
purchased  four  copies  of  the  Guide  Book  for  distribution  and  sent 
out  the  reports  furnished  by  the  Secretary.  These  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  teachers  and  superintendents  of  the  various 
schools  and  colleges  which  contributed  to  the  restoration. 

I  have  finally  finished  transcribing  into  the  book  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  the  names  of  the  contributors,  and  have  brought  the 
book  with  me,  in  fulfillment  of  a  promise  made  to  them,  and 
request  that  it  be  cared  for  here  in  such  manner  as  you  may 
deem  best,  so  that  it  is  preserved  for  future  reference.  It  con- 
tains the  names  of  over  20,000  contributors,  teachers  and  stu- 
dents in  the  various  schools  and  colleges  of  the  State. 

From  my  native  State  of  New  Jersey  I  have  received  as  gifts 
to  the  room  in  the  Quarters,  to  be  used  by  the  Kansas  Vice- 
Regent,  the  following  articles: 

A  Kensington  rug,  by  Rachel  Ball  Burnet,  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  a  granddaughter  of  Abraham  Clark,  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence;  also  a  chair  over  100  years  old; 
an  old  engraving  of  General  Washington  as  painted  by  Trum- 
bull, 1780,  and  three  other  very  old  engravings — one  of  "  Chas. 
James  Fox,"  one  of  "  Queen  Elizabeth  signing  the  death-warrant 
of  Lady  Jane  Grey,"  the  other  of  "  Knox  preaching  before  Mary. 
Queen  of  Scots."  These  old  pictures  were  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Bockee  and  her  sister  Miss  A.  Roff,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  two 
of  them  bear  the  dates  1780  and  1789. 

From  Mrs.  K.  Jennings  Merritt,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  a  linen  bag", 
made  from  linen  spun  and  woven  by  her  grandmother,  Dorothy 
Meeker  Jennings,  about  1790. 

From  Mr.  W.  Burnet,  a  chair  over  fifty  years  old. 

A  small  bureau  nearly  fifty  years  old  from  Miss  Kate  L. 
Burnet,  granddaughter  of  Abner  Ball,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 

Other  articles  appropriate  for  use  in  the  room  from  the  fol- 
lowing ladies  of  Newark:  A  bureau  rug.  Miss  L.  Bamett;  baslcet 
and  vase.  Miss  Louise  M.  Bamett;  counterpane,  Mrs.  Ann  Bar- 
nett;  stand  cover.  Miss  Gertrude  Colby;  splasher.  Miss  Carrie 
Ailing  Nedden;  toilet  rack.  Miss  Mamie  Timms;  wrought  linen 
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tray,  Mrs.  Burnet  Semms;  two  very  old  miniatures,  Miss  Alice 
RoflF. 

Two  rooms  in  the  attic  of  the  restored  quarters  have  been  fin- 
ished for  sleeping  rooms.  One  of  these  has  been  fitted  up  by  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Colorado.  The  other  will  be  retained  and  fitted 
up  for  the  use  of  the  Kansas  Vice-Regent. 

Owing  to  absorbing  interest  in  the  Columbian  Exposition,  I 
have  not  asked  for  any  contributions  from  my  State  this  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky  sends  a  photograph  copy  of  a 
very  rare  and  valuable  letter  of  General  Washington,  with  regrets 
that  she  cannot  be  present  at  Council. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana  regrets  that  the  serious  illness 
of  her  husband  has  prevented  her  doing  anything  for  the  benefit 
of  Mount  Vernon  during  the  past  year,  but  she  takes  great 
pleasure  in  enclosing  $50  to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  Pohick 
Church  to  the  condition  it  was  in  when  the  Father  of  his  Country 
was  a  constant  worshiper  there. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

REPORT  OF  VICE-REGENT  FOR  MAINE. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  arranged  the  correspon- 
dence which  took  place  between  Miss  Cimningham,  our  first 
Regent,  and  myself,  in  a  volume  bound  and  indexed  for  con- 
venient reference,  as  several  of  my  own  letters  were  returned  to 
me  by  the  Committee  on  the  Regent's  papers.  As  other  Vice- 
Regents  gave  me  several  of  their  letters,  the  collection  forms  an 
important  portion  of  our  past  history,  which  I  take  pleasure  in 
presenting  to  the  library  at  Mount  Vernon.  I  have  also  received 
from  Mrs.  Benj.  Ingersoll  Nesmith,  of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  the 
gift  of  a  quaint  reticule  embroidered  about  the  year  1800  by  a 
Massachusetts  lady.  This  lady  had  been  prominent  as  a  girl  in 
the  welcoming  of  Greneral  Lafayette  to  her  native  town,  and  had 
written  a  poem  on  the  subject. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 
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MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

Baltimore,  April  19th,  1892. 
To  Mrs.  TownsenA 

My  Dear  Madame: — ^In  reply  to  your  letter  to  your  dear  friend 
Miss  Harper,  I  have  the  sad  duty  of  telling  you  that  she  has  gone 
to  her  re¥/ard  in  heaven  for  her  many  good  works  in  this  world. 
She  died  on  Good  Friday  morning. 

She  remembered  in  her  will  that  work  in  which  she  had  so 
much  pleasure  by  giving  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  one 
thousand  ($1000)  dollars,  which,  as  her  executor,  I  shall  have 
much  pleasure  in  paying  in  due  season.  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
much  we  all  feel  our  loss. 

Very  truly, 

PIERRE  DUGAN. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

Received  by  order  of  the  Vice-Regent  of  Michigan  now 
absent  in  Europe,  $321.65;  of  this  sum,  $40  for  the  Pohick 
Church  Endowment  Fund. 

Contributed 

By  Mrs.  Sackett,  of  Rye,  N.  Y $  25.00 

By  Miss  Cornelia  Jay,  of  Rye,  N.  Y 5.00 

By  Madame  Fidele,  of  Rome,  Italy 10.00 

By  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society 281 .65 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  this  year.  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report. 

I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  for  Minnesota,  the  room 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  spinning  house  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  I 
hope  to  restore  it  to  its  original  appearance.  Through  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Dodge,  a  most  interesting  and  almost  complete 
assortment  of  spinning  implements  has  been  found,  such  as  were 
used  in  the  time  of  Mrs.  Washington.  As  the  children  in  the 
public  schools  in  St  Paul  have  contributed  during  the  year  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents 
towards  Mount  Vernon,  I  have  used  two  hundred  of  it  for  the 
purchase  of  this  collection  from  Mrs.  Ben  Perley  Poore  of  Mas- 
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sachusetts,  and  have  paid  twenty  dollars  for  painting  and  repairs 
done  to  the  room.  The  remaining  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty- 
eight  cents  I  shall  devote  to  the  completion  of  the  room. 

In  addition,  I  have  received  from  private  contribution  the  sum 
of  thirty-five  dollars,  to  be  devoted  to  the  Endowment  Fund. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  made  no  collections  in  my  State  during  the  past  year; 
am  preparing  a  blank  book,  which  will  contain  old  letters  and 
data  relating  to  the  early  history  of  the  Association. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

May  31st,  1892. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire  has  distributed  twenty- 
two  copies  of  the  report  for  1891,  all  of  which  were  acknowl- 
edged with  interest  and  appreciation. 

She  offers  a  Washington  memorial  pitcher,  which  at  least  has 
the  merit  of  age  and  good  preservation.  She  regrets  that  illness 
prevents  her  from  attending  the  Council  for  1892. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  R.  WINDER. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Regent  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  gift  from  George 
Schuyler  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  of  one  hundred  dollars  toward  the  pay- 
ment of  some  Washington  relics — six  jelly  glasses.  She  pre- 
sents to  the  Library  Committee  six  interesting  pamphlets;  the 
wills  of  the  Washington  family;  the  last  words  of  Washington. 
Also,  a  contribution  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

LIST  OF  PAMPHLETS  PRESENTED  BY  THE  REGENT. 
Ancestry  of  Washington;  by  Henry  F.  Waters. 
Washington's  Wills;  by  Worthington  P.  Ford. 
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Catalogue  No.  657. — ^Final  settlement  of  the  estates  of  Gen- 
eral George  Washington,  Lawrence  Lewis  and  Lorenzo  Lewis. 

Catalogue  No.  660. — ^the  Baker  collection  of  Washington's 
Books  and  American  Historical  and  Literary  Rarities. 

Catalogue  No.  683. — ^Washington  and  Tilghman's  corre- 
spondence. Revolutionary  Letters  and  Manuscripts.  Miniatures 
and  Oil  Portraits  of  Washington  and  Franklin. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to  Council  the  following  gifts: 
I  have  received  carpets  for  the  dressing  rooms  attached  to  Gen- 
eral Washington's  bed-chamber — ^these  are  the  gifts  of  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Louisiana,  and  the  work  of  the  Moravians.  The 
Vice-Regent  for  California  has  most  kindly  placed  in  the  Vir- 
ginia room  a  valuable  relic,  in  the  chair  which  is  said  to  have 
stood  beside  his  bed  when  Washington  died.  Col.  Thomas  Ram- 
son  has  presented  a  handsome  bedstead  formerly  used  at  Mount 
Vernon.  I  have  received  from  four  Ohio  ladies  $4,  as  follows: 
From  Mrs.  H.  B.  Eldred,  $1;  Mrs.  Chas.  T.  Pomeroy,  $1;  Mrs. 
Ida  E.  Tampsell,  $1;  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Studebaker,  $1.  This 
amount  I  place  in  the  Endowment  Fund. 

I  have,  as  requested,  secured  the  legal  qpinion  of  the  Hon. 
Wm.  Wirt  Henry  about  private  road,  and  have  presented  it  to 
Council. 

I  have  conveyed  to  Col.  A.  S.  Buford,  President  of  the  Board 
of  World's  Fair  Managers  of  Virginia,  the  action  taken  by 
Council  in  response  to  his  letter  in  regard  to  the  facilities  offered 
them  on  securing  a  model  of  Mount  Vernon  Buildings  and  also 
about  relics. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMMA  R.  BALL. 

STATE  REPORT  FOR  WEST  VIRGINIA, 

The  Vice-Regent  is  pleased  to  announce  the  contribution  of 
two  handsome  Wlton  rugs  and  a  blanket  for  the  bed,  to  the  fur- 
nishings of  the  State  room  by  Mr.  Chas.  B.  Rouss,  formerly  a 
resident  citizen  of  West  Virginia,  now  a  prominent  merchant  of 
New  York. 
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Also  from  Mr.  W.  Evarts  Benjamin  of  New  York,  ten  vol- 
umes that  were  among  the  books  in  Washington's  library,  and 
were  purchased  at  the  recent  sales  in  Philadelphia  of  Washing- 
ton's books,  papers,  etc.  They  are  named  in  report  of  Library 
Committee.  From  my  son,  Wm.  d'H.  Washington,  a  watchman's 
time  detector,  presented  to  the  ladies  of  the  Executive  Board  at 
Mount  Vernon  for  use  by  the  night  watchman.  The  Vice- 
Regent  acknowledges  the  loan  of  a  fine  ornamental  eagle  for 
the  decoration  on  the  22d  of  February,  from  the  Curator  of  the 
National  Museum. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Vice-Regent  West  Virginia. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  in  Grand  Council  Assembled: 

Ladies: — ^Another  year  is  added  to  the  record,  and  I  have 
now  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  give  an  account  of  my  steward- 
ship for  the  twelve  months  ending  April  30,  1892. 

Before  entering,  however,  upon  a  detailed  statement  or  report, 
permit  me  to  add  to  the  eulogies  you  have  already  heard,  my 
deep  feeling  of  sorrow  for  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  your 
honored  Association.  The  announcement,  November  4th,  of 
the  death  of  the  late  Regent  was  a  sudden  shock  that  I  cannot 
well  describe.  While  knowing  of  her  illness,  we  had  not  learned 
how  desperate  was  her  condition,  and  w^re  not  prepared  for 
such  sad  news.  Every  employ^  showed  plainly  the  distress  felt. 
The  flag  was  lowered  to  half-mast  and  so  placed  daily  for  thirty 
days.  Appropriate  floral  tributes  from  Mount  Vernon  were  sent 
to  Torresdale  to  be  placed  upon  the  coffin.  I  represented  the 
employes  at  the  funeral. 

For  over  six  years  had  I  been  in  constant  official  com.muni- 
cation  with  the  Regent,  and  notwithstanding  the  innumerable 
details,  trivial  as  well  as  important  in  character,  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  bring  to  her  notice — often  doubtless  causing  her  much 
worry  and  vexation — she  invariably  displayed  that  wonderful 
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executive  ability  to  solve  all  difficult  problems  with  readiness 
and  precision.  She  was  ever  watchful  of  the  interests  of  Mount 
Vernon,  and  was  always  just  and  considerate  toward  the  em- 
ployes, by  whom  she  was  sincerely  esteemed. 

Another  face,  the  memory  of  which  is  deeply  cherished,  has 
more  recently  passed  away.  As  chairman  of  the  Committees  on 
Mansion  and  Grounds,  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  was  ever 
solicitous  of  the  features  under  her  attention,  and  when  imable 
to  come  to  Mount  Vernon  on  inspection  tours,  she  carefully 
wrote  her  suggestions  and  directions  for  my  gfuidance.  Her 
love  for  Mount  Vernon  was  plainly  apparent  in  all  her  work. 
The  flag  was  flown  at  half-mast  until  after  her  funeral.  The 
same  tribute  of  respect  was  observed  in  honor  of  Senator  Bar- 
bour of  Virginia,  lately  deceased.  He  will  be  remembered  as 
one  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies* 
Association. 

The  most  important  item  always  considered  here  is  the  preser- 
vation of  the  property  with  all  its  features,  but  more  especially 
are  the  Mansion  and  Tomb  guarded  against  wear  and  tear,  or 
any  possible  danger  that  may  threaten  them.  The  incessant 
dread  of  an  accident  to  the  buildings  by  fire  has  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  many  precautions  from  time  to  time,  every  succeeding 
year  showing  advancement  in  that  respect  as  money  and  knowl- 
edge offered  a  chance  for  improvement 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  FIRE  APPARATUS. 

About  twenty-six  years  ago,  large  cisterns  having  an  aggre- 
gate capacity  of  22,000  gallons  were  constructed  near  the  build- 
ings. The  water  supply  for  these  reservoirs  was  mainly  depend- 
able upon  rainfall,  but  a  hydraulic  ram  operated  by  small 
springs  below  the  hill  on  the  riverside  helped  to  some  extent, 
though  most  of  its  output  was  required  and  used  at  the  green- 
house. 

A  portable  fire-engine,  worked  by  hand  on  the  old-fashioned 
suction  method,  was  provided,  it  being  the  best  then  procurable. 
This  was  supplemented  by  more  modem  devices  as  they  became 
known,  such  as  the  "Hand  Grenades,"  and  "Babcock  Extin- 
guisher." Buckets  of  water  and  "Johnston"  hand  pumps,  too, 
were  distributed  throughout  the  Mansion  as  part  of  the  equip- 
ment.    For  an  incipient  fire  these  safeguards  were  well  enough. 
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but  for  a  more  urgent  necessity,  always  possible,  however  im- 
probable, better  appliances  seemed  imperative.  In  1888  the 
water  system  was  improved  by  laying  distributive  mains  leading 
from  the  cisterns  to  within  easy  reach  of  all  the  buildings,  one 
branch  being  carried  up  through  one  of  the  columns  of  the  east 
portico  to  the  roof  of  the  mansion.  Hose  plugs  were  conveni- 
ently located  and  coils  of  linen  hose  always  kept  ready  for  use. 
To  force  the  water  when  needed,  stationary  hand-pumps  were 
used,  and  while  it  was  possible  under  favorable  conditions  to 
quickly  throw  streams  ot  water  on  the  roof  of  the  mansion  and 
other  buildings,  its  drawbacks  were  twofold,  viz.  loss  of  time  in 
assembling  men  sufficient  to  operate  it,  particularly  at  night,  and 
the  impossibility  of  one  set  of  men  keeping  up  the  force  many 
minutes  without  exhaustion.  Our  fire-drills  developed  the  fact 
that  within  the  space  of  one  minute  after  the  pumps  were  started 
streams  were  thrown  on  the  roofs,  but,  for  the  reasons  given 
this  result  could  not  always  be  depended  on  nor  could  the  pres- 
sure be  kept  steady  long.  These  important  considerations  led 
me  to  urge  at  last  Council  that  further  steps  be  taken  towards  the 
perfection  of  the  water  service.  Being  directed  to  investigate 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  I  carefully  did  so  and  consulted 
experts  of  reputation  far  and  near.  Various  systems  and  plans 
were  studied  thoroughly  and  reasons  for  or  against  their  adoption 
fully  weighed.  The  elevated  tank  project  was  first  considered. 
Such  a  device  doubtless  would  be  the  best  in  many  respects,  if 
certain  serious  objections  could  be  overcome,  but  they  were  so 
numerous  its  adoption  was  abandoned.  Tank  service  to  be  most 
efficient  as  applicable  to  these  frame  buildings  in  case  of  fire 
must  be  at  grest  elevation,  certainly  eighty  feet  above  ground 
level,  and  of  great  capacity,  say  40,000  gallons,  sufficient  to 
supply  several  far-reaching  strong  streams  for  at  least  one  hour 
at  a  time.  To  erect  such  an  enormous  structure  very  near  the 
buildings  would  seem  inadvisable  for  appearance  sake;  to  locate 
it  away  on  the  Gould  lot  hill  (as  was  proposed)  means  greater 
height  to  overcome  friction  of  water  passing  through  the  length- 
ened pipe  line.  Steam  pumps  should  be  used  to  force  the  supply 
from  the  river,  and  they  should  be  powerful  enough  to  replenish 
the  tank  as  rapidly  as  water  could  be  drawn  off  through  the 
several  lines  of  hose.  Tanks  and  towers  built  of  wood  are  only 
of  short  existence,  say  fifteen  years.    Structures  of  stone  or  iron 
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could  be  made  very  ornamental  and  durable,  but  the  cost  would 
be  necessarily  great.  The  remote  location  of  the  engine  house 
was  a  serious  objecticm. 

Another  very  elaborate  plan  was  proposed,  doing  away  with 
the  tank  feature  entirely.  It  was  to  locate  the  pump  house  near 
the  river  shore  below  the  deer  park,  lay  a  large  water  main  up  the 
hill  and  connect  the  same  with  the  present  system  of  water  pipes, 
keep  up  steam  all  the  time  and  thereby  have  continual  water 
pressure  ready  for  instant  service.  The  fuel  for  the  boiler  was 
to  be  crude  petroleum,  the  flames  of  which  could  be  automati- 
cally adjusted  and  controlled  by  electric  attachments  at  the 
Superintendent's  office.  Experiments,  however,  developed  an 
element  of  uncertainty  and  risk  in  the  method  and  it  was  given  up. 

Consultations  with  expert  firemen  in  New  York,  Baltimore 
and  Washington  finally  simplified  the  problem,  the  result  of 
which  was  the  adoption  of  the  "Holloway  Chemical  Fire  En- 
gine "  as  best  suited  for  our  possible  needs.  Its  merits  are  mani- 
fold, and  it  has  the  endorsement  of  firemen  all  over  the  country. 
It  always  stands  instantaneously  available  for  action,  is  simple  in 
its  manipulation,  does  not  deteriorate  in  force  if  not  used,  has 
greater  potency  than  water  for  subduing  flames  (particularly 
from  coal  oil),  and  finally  does  less  damage  to  property  than 
heavy  streams  of  water  would.  The  principle  of  the  chemical 
engine  is  as  follows:  In  strong  cylindrical  copper  caissons  or 
tanks  filled  with  water,  a  certain  quantity  of  bicarbonate  of  soda 
is  dissolved.  A  brass  dome  in  the  top  of  each  tank  holds  a  glass 
bulb  charged  with  sulphuric  acid,  or  vitriol.  By  simply  turning 
a  lever,  which  causes  the  vitriol  to  be  emptied  into  the  alkaline 
water  below,  carbonic  acid  gas  is  instantly  generated  by  the 
commingling  of  the  ingredients,  and  streams  are  thrown  through 
lines  of  hose  equipped  with  cut-oflf  nozzle. 

After  personally  witnessing  experiments  with  one  cf  these 
engines  in  Baltimore,  also  seeing  proofs  of  its  work  in  recent 
fires  there,  the  conclusion  was  reached  that  such  a  system  was 
peculiarly  fitted  for  Mount  Vernon. 

Accordingly  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  James 
Ringold  Archer,  an  engineer,  to  construct  a  vault  under  the 
grass  plot,  near  the  sun-dial,  wherein  to  place  the  chemical 
engines.  This  situation  was  chosen  for  three  reasons:  ist  That 
it  may  be  centrally  located  with  reference  to  all  the  buildings. 
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2d.  That  from  the  large  cistern  near  by  a  plentiful  head  of  water 
would  be  available  for  quickly  recharging  the  engines;  and  3d. 
That  being  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  there  would  be 
nothing  to  disturb,  in  appearance,  the  character  of  the  original 
surroundings  of  General  Washington's  home. 

The  vault  is  strongly  built  of  solid  concrete  masonry,  is  arched 
with  brick  or  iron  girders,  is  thoroughly  drained  and  proof 
against  seepage.  The  dimensions  are  14  feet  by  10  feet  and 
7  feet  high.  In  this  are  housed  four  lOO-gallon  copper  tanks. 
On  spools  automatically  connected  with  the  tanks  the  hose  are 
coiled,  the  nozzles  being  hung  always  within  reach  under  the 
trap  door.  The  chemical  ingredients  for  recharging  the  tanks 
are  kept  close  at  hand  in  vessels  holding  the  exact  quantity 
required.  Fire  axes,  crowbars,  ladders  and  other  paraphernalia 
are  likewise  provided.  Three  portable  chemical  extinguishers 
augment  the  outfit 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

To  improve  the  water  supply  and  render  it  more  serviceable 
Mr.  Archer  was  also  authorized  to  furnish  a  twelve  horse-power 
quick  steaming  boiler,  from  which  a  steam  pipe  was  laid  under- 
ground to  the  deep  well  back  of  the  kitchen,  there  operating  a 
pair  of  ejectors  by  which  water  was  forced  through  a  pipe  to  the 
large  cistern  east  of  the  Mansion.  In  seasons  of  drought,  when 
the  cisterns  are  depleted,  they  can  be  filled  as  required  from  this 
never-fcdling  well. 

STEAM  PUMP. 

A  duplex  Worthington  pump  was  connected  with  the  boiler 
and  the  water  mains  that  were  laid  in  1888,  thus  perfecting  that 
system.  The  boiler  and  pump  are  stationed  back  of  the  butler's 
house  in  a  small  brick  structure  erected  for  the  purpose. 

EXPERIMENTS  AND  TESTS. 

An  interesting  test  of  this  new  plant  was  made  in  the  presence 
of  the  President  pro  tempore,  the  Vice-Regents  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  Illinois,  and  others,  April  ist,  1892.  A  large 
bonfire  of  empty  barrels,  boxes,  shavings  and  coal  oil,  was  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion.    After  this  inflammable  mass  was  fully 
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ablaze,  the  flames  being  quickened  by  an  east  wind,  one  stream 
from  a  detached  chemical  engine  was  directed  against  it  In 
just  twenty  seconds  from  the  moment  the  stream  was  opened 
the  fire  was  extinguished.  A  test  of  the  quick  steaming  boiler 
was  equally  satisfactory.  Fire  was  started  and  forced;  in  six 
minutes  there  was  steam  pressure  enough  to  operate  the  pumps. 
An  8-inch  stream  of  water  was  thrown  over  the  weather-vane  on 
Mansion.  With  these  improved  and  effective  appliances,  I  think 
you  may  feel  reasonably  sure  that  a  fire  if  once  started  here  can 
be  controlled. 

PAINTING  BUILDINGS. 

In  June  the  sheathing  of  Mansion  and  two  adjoining  buildings 
were  carefully  painted  with  the  best  white  lead  and  oil,  the  roofs 
having  been  painted  the  year  before.  All  cracks  or  defects  in 
the  wood  when  found  were  securely  filled  with  putty.  I  will 
state  that  all  the  woodwork  of  these  buildings,  as  far  as  I  can 
discover,  seems  sound  and  rigid.  Two  of  the  columns  of  the 
east  portico,  however,  have  rotted  from  the  inside  and  require 
repairs. 

SEA  WALL. 

Additional  height  was  given  the  sea  wall,  the  coping  of  which 
was  laid  in  cement.  The  grading  back  of  the  wall  was  not 
carried  into  eflfect  because  the  dredging  machine  could  not  be 
obtained  at  the  proper  time.  This  work  should  be  done  this 
season  without  fail. 

REPAIRS  TO  WHARF. 

The  repairs  at  the  wharf  were  simple,  the  flooring  in  front  of 
the  old  wharf  house  was  renewed,  after  it  had  been  moved  back 
to  make  room  for  the  new  pavilion,  new  steps,  too,  were  provided 
alongside  of  the  wharf  for  a  small-boat  landing. 

FENCES. 

The  old  paling  fences  bordering  the  lane  north  of  the  green- 
house were  so  rotted  as  to  be  useless  and  unsightly.  They  were 
replaced  by  fences  of  cypress  boards  and  cedar  posts,  the  latter 
being  well  tarred  before  setting.    A  stretch  of  this  same  style  of 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1892.  23 

fence  was  run  on  the  far  side  of  the  tomb  lot,  making  in  all  1,400 
feet  so  constructed,  as  authorized  by  Council. 

DRAINS. 

Terra-cotta  drains  from  office  buildings  to  cistern  were  found 
to  be  compactly  clogged  by  tree  roots,  were  dug  up,  cleared  and 
relaid.  Similar  drain  back  of  kitchen  was  repaired,  and  a  new 
line  was  laid  under  the  road  entrance  at  the  west  lawn  gate. 
Overflow  drains  below  kitchen  and  bam  need  reconstruction, 

GROUNDS. 

The  roads,  walks  and  lawns  have  had  attention,  too.  Compost 
was  purchased  for  the  flower  garden  and  the  grass  plats  near  the 
Mansion.  Son^e  dead  or  disfigured  trees  have  been  taken  out  at 
various  points  and  young  trees  planted.  Privet  hedges  have 
been  set  out  along  the  lines  of  old  paling  fences  near  the  ap- 
proaches. The  British  oak  planted  in  front  of  the  Tomb  by 
request  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  has  been 
enclosed  by  a  handsome  and  substantial  iron  railing  sent  for  the 
purpose  by  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote,  the  British  Minister.  The 
tree  is  thriving  nicely. 

The  mowing  of  lawns  in  summer,  gathering  and  hauling  of 
falling  leaves  for  compost  in  winter,  the  trimming  of  trees,  shrub- 
bery and  hedges  in  the  spring,  is  a  considerable  care,  consuming 
much  of  the  men's  broken  time. 

The  carriage  ways  and  walks  must  be  resiu^aced  this  season  if 
possible.  That  part  of  the  wharf  covered  by  the  new  shelter 
house  has,  within  the  last  few  days,  been  substantially  improved 
by  a  smooth  pavement  of  asphaltum  blocks.  This  was  done  by 
request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  California,  who  expressed  a  desire 
to  add  to  the  comfort  afforded  by  the  pavilion  she  donated  last 
year. 

FARM  WORK. 

This  branch  of  work  last  season  was  given  the  usual  attention. 
Twelve  acres  in  field  com  yielded  568  bushels.  Nine  acres  of 
ensilage  filled  our  silo  of  about  40  tons  capacity.  Hay  yield  32 
tons,  rye  81  bushels,  oats  98  bushels.  There  was  provender 
enough,  with  the  addition  of  some  mill  feed,  to  subsist  our  live 
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stock  through  the  winter.  This  season  we  have  about  18  acres 
to  cut  for  hay,  12  acres  in  field  com  and  about  the  same  area  to 
put  in  ensilage. 

The  soil  here  is  greatly  in  need  of  improvement.  The  meadows 
do  not  supply  a  permanent  pasturage,  soon  becoming  wornH>ut 
and  weed-grown.  All  the  compost  made  here  is  used  to  best 
advantage,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  My  plan  and  hope  has  been 
to  increase  fertility  by  plowing  under  green  crc^s,  such  as  clover 
and  cow-peas,  but  the  land  in  its  present  condition  cannot  )rield 
abundantly  enough  to  commence  this  project.  A  liberal  appli- 
cation of  lime  is  greatly  required,  and  if  this  season's  revenue 
warrants  the  expenditure,  I  shall  ask  for  permission  to  purchase 
or  manufacture  a  quantity  for  use  upon  the  grass  land. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

The  horses,  cattle  and  deer  have  fared  well  the  past  year. 
There  are  five  horses,  seven  milch  cows,  four  heifers,  one  bull, 
fourteen  deer.  Four  calves  and  one  cow  have  been  sold.  The 
vicious  buck  that  gave  trouble  two  years  ago,  again  became  dan- 
gerous and  I  was  forced  to  kill  him  last  spring. 

ICE. 

A  supply  of  pond  ice  for  refrigerating  purposes  was  stored 
during  January,  the  first  ice  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  in  this 
neighborhood  in  four  years  past 

FLAG  POLE. 

June  i6th,  1891,  the  handsome  new  flag  pole  that  was  courte- 
ously loaned  by  the  Navy  Department,  arrived  in  charge  of 
Commodore  Skerrett,  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard  at  Wash- 
ington. Under  his  direction  it  was  very  successfully  erected, 
and  on  July  4th  the  first  flag  was  flown  from  it 

DECORATION  OF  TOMB. 

The  customary  decoration  of  General  Washington's  Tomb  was 
observed  on  May  30th  and  July  4th,  1891,  and  February  22d, 
1892.  The  national  flag  was  draped  over  the  front  of  the  Tomb 
and  about  the  bases  of  the  marble  sarcophagi.  Potted  plants 
and  cut  flowers  distributed  within  the  vestibule  and  in  front  of 
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the  iron  gates,  also  a  stuffed  eagle  with  outstretched  wings 
perched  above  the  arch,  added  to  the  effect.  A  handsome  con- 
tribution of  cut  flowers  was  received  May  30th,  1891,  from  Mrs. 
President  Harrison  and  was  placed  at  the  foot  of  General  Wash- 
ington's sarcophagus. 

RELICS,  ETC. 

I  have  received  since  last  Council  several  items  of  interest  in 
the  way  of  relics  or  articles  of  use,  other  than  such  as  have  been 
sent  through  members  of  the  Association.  From  Mr.  Have- 
meyer  of  New  York,  the  dress  sword  worn  by  General  Wash- 
ington.   It  is  appropriately  framed  and  hangs  in  the  main  hall. 

From  Mr.  Lawrence  Washington  of  Virginia,  an  exceedingly 
interesting  and  well  preserved  document  that  belonged  to  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  bears  in  his  own  handwriting  this  endorse- 
ment: "  Survey  and  Division  between  Spencer  and  Washington, 
September  and  December,  1690."  It  states  the  terms  of  division 
of  the  orig^al  5,000  acres  purchased  in  1679  by  John  Washington 
and  Nicholas  Spencer,  and  shows  a  rough  plat  of  that  tract,  sub- 
sequently called  Mount  Vernon.  The  old  gilt  frame  enclosing 
this  document  was  also  part  of  Washington's  effects  here. 

A  brass  knob  that  was  taken  by  some  relic-hunter  from  one 
of  the  doors  of  the  Banquet  Hall  many  years  ago,  was  returned 
to  Mount  Vernon  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  N.  J.  Packard  of 
Sturgis,  Michigan.  By  direction  of  the  late  Regent,  in  acknowl- 
edging its  receipt,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Packard  a  souvenir  from  the 
magnolia  tree  planted  by  Washington. 

From  Mr.  Andrew  Reasoner  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  a  copy  of  the 
"  History  of  the  Washington  Association  of  New  Jersey,"  and 
also  photographs  of  the  General's  headquarters  at  Morristown, 
were  received. 

The  old  table  and  mirror  that  belonged  to  General  Wash- 
ington at  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  afterwards  given  to 
the  artist  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  were  purchased  just  after  last 
Council  and  now  adorn  the  sitting  room. 

Mr.  Byron  Weston  of  Dalton,  Mass.,  repeated  his  kindness  in 
supplying  more  copies  of  the  Visitors'  Register  for  use  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 

Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 
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The  head  gardener  reports  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  flowers, 
plants  and  bulbs,  the  proceeds  amounting  to  $889.50.  He  has 
bedded  three  thousand  plants,  including  four  hundred  roses,  and 
numbers  of  old-fashioned  flowers  which  have  become  so  rare  in 
our  modem  gardens,  but  whose  beauty  and  fragrance  captivate 
the  sense.  A  more  delightful  spot  than  the  garden  at  Mount 
Vernon  cannot  be  found. 

REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTER 

I  have  examined  since  the  last  meeting  of  Council  the  papers 
which  were  left  by  the  first  Regent,  Miss  Cunningham,  and  which 
contained  the  most  important  facts  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  the  Association.  The  letters,  journals,  accounts,  etc., 
relating  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  and  dating  from  its 
inception,  a  most  valuable  addition  to  its  history,  which  were 
collected  by  Mrs.  Halsted,  our  late  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey, 
are  now  owned  by  the  Association. 

HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS,  Chairman. 

SUSA^f  E.  J.  HUDSON. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  all  the  other  members  of  the  Committee, 
it  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  excellent  condition  of  the 
library,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  volumes: 

One  volume  autograph  letters  of  the  Regent  and  Vice- 
Regents.    Presented  by  Mrs.  Sweat,  Vice-Regent  for  Maine. 

Six  Pamphlets.    Presented  by  Mrs.  Townsend,  Regent. 

The  following  were  presented  through  the  Vice-Regent  for 
West  Virginia,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Evarts  Benjamin,  and  were  pur- 
chased by  him  at  the  sale  of  Washingtoniana  in  Philadelphia. 
(Signed)  M.  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

Of  Library  Committee. 

June  7th,  1892. 
Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington,  Mount  Vernon  on  the  Potomac,  Fair- 
fax County,  Va. 
Dear  Madame: — I  send  by  express,  paid,  this  day  addressed 
to  you,  the  following  relics,  books  from  George  Washington's 
Library: 
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Humphrey  Clinker.    Vol.  i.     1771. 

Gil  Bias.    Vols.  Ill  and  IV.     1768. 

Principles  of  Navigation. 

Sterne's  Sermons.    6  vols.     1777-79. 

Map  of  Mount  Vernon,  1831 — ^the  part  formerly  belong^g  to 
Mr.  John  A.  Washington. 

Will  you  kindly  present  these  pieces  to  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  on  my  behalf  and  greatly  oblige, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

W.  E.  BENJAMIN. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  find  the  Relics  in  rooms  and  cases  correct  and 
in  good  order.  They  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  additions 
to  the  list  made  in  the  last  year,  and  have  enumerated  them  prop- 
erly. They  would  ask  attention  of  Council  to  the  drawings 
(furnished  by  Mr.  Bruce  Gray)  for  new  relic  cases  which  are 
greatly  needed. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
EMMA  R.  BALL. 

The  chairman  presented  the  plans  for  new  relic  cases.  These 
were  later  accepted  by  Council  with  some  changes  that  were 
deemed  advisable. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  find  both  Tombs  in  excellent  order.  The 
only  dampness  visible  is  the  result  of  condensations  which  can- 
not be  obviated.  We  would  suggest  the  building  of  a  sentry 
box  at  some  spot  not  too  remote  for  the  protection  of  the  old 
man  who  has  always  guarded  the  Tomb. 

LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  Chairtnan. 
ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD. 

The  Mansion  Committee  has  inspected  the  several  buildings 
and  is  pleased  to  find  the  main  building  is  in  good  condition, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Maryland  room,  the  ceiling  of  which 
requires  immediate  attention,  as  it  may  fall  at  any  moment. 
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Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  iron  gates  of  the  music 
room  and  west  parlor  be  altered  in  respect  to  the  fastenings  to 
the  door  frames,  so  as  to  permit  easier  opening  when  necessary. 
Also  that  similar  g^tes  be  constructed  for  the  sitting  room  and 
dining  room,  on  c^posite  side  of  hall.  The  building  occupied  as 
post  office  (formerly  the  gardener's  house)  is  in  a  most  lamentable 
condition — ^the  floor  ought  to  be  removed,  a  cellar  dug  and  con- 
creted to  render  it  habitable.  A  window  is  very  nepessary  to  the 
comfort  of  the  back,  upper  room  of  the  Spinning  house. 

All  the  repairs  authorized  by  Council  at  its  last  session  have 
been  faithfully  carried  out,  as  was  the  purchase  of  some  articles 
needed  for  the  kitchen. 

MARY  T.  BARNES,  Chairman. 
ALICE  HILL. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GUIDE-BOOK. 

As  a  new  and  corrected  edition  of  the  Guide-Book  was  issued 
soon  after  the  last  Council,  no  new  action  upon  the  book  is  at 
present  required.  Any  fresh  matter  which  may  be  brought  to 
the  chairman  will  be  subjected  to  approval  of  Council  and  filed 
for  future  use  when  a  new  edition  shall  be  printed. 

MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT,  Chairtnan. 

THE  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS,  TREES 
AND  SHRUBS. 

The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  Council  their 
report,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  grounds  with  the 
Superintendent.  The  following  trees  have  been  planted  to  take 
the  place  of  those  which  have  died. 

Norway  maples,  6;  linden,  2;  Huntington  elms,  3;  catalpas,  2; 
maples,  5;  horse  chestnut,  i;  poplars,  3;  cypress,  6;  sycamores, 
8;  total,  36. 

Privet  hedges,  410  feet. 

The  fine  old  black  oak  at  lodge  gate,  which  .was  blown  down 
the  past  winter,  left  an  unsightly  trunk  quite  dead,  which  the 
Committee  ordered  removed,  and  a  young  tree  of  the  same 
species  put  in  its  place. 

MARY  T.  LEITER, 
ALICE  HILX, 
JANET  KING. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  GREENHOUSE 
AND  GARDEN. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  that  of  the  Gardener  so 
fully  set  forth  the  affairs  of  the  greenhouse  and  garden  that  I 
have  only  to  say  that  your  Committee  endorse  and  approve  these 
accounts  as  satisfactory  and  correct 

L.  H.  PICKENS, 

J.  M.  WARD, 

M.  J.  M.  SWEAT, 

MARTHA  MITCHELL. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and 
of  all  the  checks,  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  finds 
them  clear,  correct  and  concise.  The  committee  has  also  com- 
pared the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintendent, 
including  the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gardener  and 
reports  them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 

Balance  as  reported  by  Treasurer $    192 .  18 

Accumulated  interest  on  Endowment  Fund. .  3,639.88 

$3,832.06 

Four  thousand  dollars  having  been  expended  for  a  most  suc- 
cessful fire  apparatus  for  the  protection  of  Mount  Vernon,  leaves 
this  small  balance  in  the  Treasury. 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR 
THE  ENSUING  YEAR. 

Pay  roll $7,548.00 

2  watchmen  (i  engineer) 1,440.00 

Pohick  Church  pew  rent 30.00 

Secretary  to  Regent 300.00 

Office  expenses  of  Secretary  of  Councils 50.00 

Coal  supply 500.00 

New  shed 150.00 

New  lodging  house  500.00 

Repairs  to  spinning  house 75  -^o 

Repairs  on  greenhouse 100.00 

Plaster  for  lawn,  50  bags 25 .00 
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Rubber  hose  70.00 

Sentry  box  at  Tomb 25 .00 

2  relic  cases 221 .50 

$11,034.50 
MARTHA  MITCHELL, 

Vice-Regent  Wisconsin,  Chairman. 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
LETITIA  H.  WALKER. 


STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 
1891.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $4,261 .  54 

June  10.  Mrs.  Hill,  V.  R.  (Colo.),  Relic  Fund 75- 00 

Mrs.  Winder,  V.  R.  (N.  H.),  Relic  Fund 33.50 

Mrs.  Browne  (D.  C),  Relic  Fund 25.00 

Mrs.  Richardson,  V.  R.  (La.),  Library  Fund. .        48.00 
Mrs.   Rathbone,   V.    R.   (Mich.),   Fire-proof 

Building  64.25 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  V.  R.  Pohick  Church  Fund.        73-75 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  V.  R.  (Minn.) 50.00 

1892. 

April  2.  Transfer  from  Endowment  Fund 1,000.00 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  Co 11,195.23 

"     H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 1,925 .65 

"     Dillon,  to  date 75.00 

Total  $18,826.92 

Less  checks  of  Regent  and  Acting  Regent. .   18,634.74 

May  15.  Balance $     192. 18 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 
1891. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report .$   284.88 

Donation,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  State  of  Minn 1,000.00 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  personal 75 -oo 

Mrs.  Hearst,  V.  R.  (Cal.) 50.00 

Mrs.  Hill,  V.  R.  (Colo.) 160.00 

Miss  Harper,  V.  R.  (Md.) 50.00 

Throug'h  Miss  Harper 2 .00 

Miss  Comegys,  V.  R.  (Del.) 50.00 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  V.  R.  (Mich.) 5 .00 

U.  S.  4  ^,  interest 372 .00 
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U.  S.  6^,  interest  (Pac.  R.  R.) 60.00 

Dividends,  Port  &  Roch.  R.  R.  stock 18.00 

Dividends  and  interest,  Ga.  R.  R.  and  Bank- 
ing Co 113.00 

Interest,  St  Paul  School  District  bonds 225 .00 

Licking  County,  Ohio,  bonds 300.00 

Omaha  School  District  bonds 250.00 

Chattanooga  Union  R.  R.  bonds 150.00 

On  Loan,  Shea 200.00 

On  Loan,  Witmer  &  Duvall 125 .00 

On  Loan,  Towles  &  Gill 150.00 

Transfer  from  General  Account 1,000,00 

Total  $4,639.88 

Less  transfer  to  General  Account 1,000.00 

1892.  

May  15.  Balance $31639.88 

(Signed)  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS, 

Treasurer. 

COMMITTEES  FOR  1892^3. 

Finance — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat 

Library — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Hearst, 
Miss  Comegys. 

Mansion — Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Wilder. 

Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Woodward,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst. 

Tomb— Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs. 
Flandrau. 

Record — Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter. 

Grounds  and  Trees — Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  King. 

Guide-Book — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss  Longfellow. 

There  seems  little  to  add  to  the  information  conveyed  in  the 
above  reports. 

A  few  words  may  not  be  out  of  place  regarding  our  system  of 
protection  against  fire. 

The  placing  at  Mount  Vernon  (under  the  west  lawn)  of  the 
machinery  of  the  "HoUoway  Chemical  Engine,"  supplemented 
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by  an  ample  supply  of  water  raised  by  a  steam  engine,  and 
faithful  watchmen  on  duty  by  day  and  night  seem  to  g^ve  promise 
of  immunity  from  destruction  by  fire.  Our  friends  will  rejoice 
with  us  that  after  years  of  waiting  we  have  at  last  the  money  to 
pay  for  this  fire  protection. 

During  the  visit  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Virginia 
Board  of  Visitors  a  successful  test  of  the  "  Holloway  Chemical 
Engine  "  was  given  upon  the  west  lawn  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Archer,  the  constructive  engineer  who 
has  placed  the  machinery,  and  Mr.  Low,  First  Assistant  Chief 
of  the  Washington  Fire  Department,  who  has  most  kindly  inter- 
ested himself  in  this  machinery  and  freely  given  His  valuable 
experience  and  advice.  A  structure  some  20  feet  square  made  of 
old  boards  and  filled  with  straw  saturated  with  petroleum  and 
other  inflammable  material  had  been  erected  on  the  lawn.  This 
was  set  on  fire  and  was  instantly  in  a  fierce  blaze.  The  fire 
corps  (servants  of  Mount  Vernon),  who  had  been  summoned 
by  the  fire  bell,  ran  out  the  hose  through  which  the  chemical 
fluid  rushed  in  a  stream  upon  the  flames,  and  in  26  seconds  the 
fire  was  under  control. 

Having  provided  to  the  best  of  our  ability  against  fire,  we  have 
now  to  struggle  against  water.  We  have  to  conquer  the  per- 
sistent and  destructive  efforts  of  the  Potomac,  which,  in  its  insidi- 
ous course,  is  tearing  away  and  absorbing  the  banks  of  Mount 
Vernon.  To  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  land  a  water  wall  must 
be  built  on  the  extensive  water  front  This  work  is  already 
begun  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wharf,  but  to  continue  and  complete 
it  is  a  work  of  great  cost,  which  will  require  patience  and  time 
to  defray. 

Mrs.  Flandrau,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota,  has  added  an 
attraction  to  Mount  Vernon  in  restoring  the  old  spinning  room 
and  placing  in  it  a  variety  of  quaint  spinning  wheels  and  a  curious 
old  weaving  machine. 

The  Library  increases  every  year.  Volumes  bearing  the  auto- 
graph of  Washington  on  the  fly-leaf,  are  restored  to  the  shelves 
after  years  of  wandering. 

There  are  now  in  the  hall  at  Mount  Vernon  three  of  the  five 
swords  bequeathed  to  his  five  nephews  by  Washington,  and  in 
the  relic  cases  each  year  finds  added  valuable  articles  once  owned^ 
by  Washington. 
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The  ever-increasing  interest  in  this  beautiful  home  on  the 
Potomac,  as  proved  by  the  augmented  number  of  visitors,  is  a 
substantial  encouragement  to  those  who  hold  this  sacred  place  in 
charge. 

At  Mount  Vernon  we  wish  faithfully  to  restore  the  Tiome-life 
surroundings  of  our  great  chief.  There  are  the  trees  he  planted, 
the  flowers  he  loved,  the  roads  he  surveyed,  the  houses  he  built, 
his  home  that  he  loved.  There  he  lived  and  there  he  died. 
There  is  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington. 

SUSAN  R  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Secretary, 
Vice-Regent  Mount  Vernon  Association  for  Connecticut. 
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Regent — Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  New  York 
City. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Alex.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Letitia 
H.  Walker,  Leeksville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  Portland, 
Maine;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington,  Charlestown,  W.  Va.;  Mrs. 
Mary  T.  Barnes,  Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Pickens, 
Edgefield  C.  H.,  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  S.  E.  J.  Hudson,  Stratford, 
Conn.;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Richmond,  Va.;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward, 
Ottawa,  Kansas;  Miss  Alice  M.  Longfellow,  Cambridge,  Mass.; 
Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A. 
Rathbone,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter,  Chicago,  III; 
Mrs.  Cornelius  L.  King,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt;  Miss  Harriet  Clayton 
Comegys,  Dover,  Del;  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ;  Mrs.  N.  P.  Hill,  Denver,  Col. ;  Mrs.  Judge  Woodward,  Lex- 
ington, Ky. ;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  Mrs.  Judge 
Baker,  Jacksonville,  Florida;  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder,  Savan- 
nah, Ga.;  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Mrs. 
Dundas  Lippincott,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pen- 
dleton, Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Frances  S.  Conover,  Princeton, 
N.  J.;  Mrs.  Benj.  Graham,  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Philip 
Schuyler,  New  York  City;  Miss  Mary  Polk  Yeatman,  Ashwood, 
Maury  County,  Tenn. 

Secretary — Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 

Treasurer — ^Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resident  Superintendent  of  Mt  Vernon — ^Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Resident  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon — Mr.  James 
Young. 

Advisory  Committee — Mr.  Justice  Field,  Washington,  D.  C; 
Hon.  Thos.  N.  McCarter,  LL.D.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  Dr.  James  C. 
Welling,  Washington,  D.  C;  Mr.  George  W.  Childs,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


Once  again  is  the  annual  statement  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Association  oflfered  to  the  public — ^a  faithful  chronicle  of  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  past  year  being  given  through 
the  reports  of  the  committees  presented  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  in  May,  1893. 

Death  has  taken  from  our  officers,  Mrs.  Chace,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  and  Judge  Joseph  P.  Com^ys  of  Dela- 
ware, member  of  our  Advisory  Committee.  For  these  valued 
officers  the  flag  at  Mount  Vernon  was  lowered  at  half  staflf. 

Resolutions  commemorative  of  the  services  of  these  officers 
were  oflfered  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  record. 

Resolutions  of  sympathy  with  Miss  Helen  Gould  upon  the 
death  of  her  father,  Mr.  Jay  Gould,  were  passed,  ordered  to  be 
recorded  and  a  copy  to  be  sent  to  Miss  Gould.  Mr.  Jay  Grould 
having  been  most  generous  in  his  gifts  to  the  Association  in  an 
hour  of  need. 

The  new  appointments  made  are  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsbor- 
ough  as  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland;  Mrs.  Dundas  Lippincott  for 
Pennsylvania;  Miss  Mary  L.  iPendleton  for  Ohio;  Miss  Mary 
Polk  Yeatman  for  Tennessee;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Graham  for  Mis- 
souri; Mrs.  Frances  S.  Conover  for  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Philip 
Schuyler  for  New  York. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies' Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  May,  1893. 


The  ladies  present: 

The  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Wilder, 
Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Rathbone, 
Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Baker,  Miss  Com- 
egys,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Miss  Pendleton,  Mrs.  Dundas  Lippin- 
cott,  Mrs.  Pickens. 

THE  REGENT'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Ladies: — It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  I  greet  you  to-day  at 
this  Council,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  welcome  to  our 
Board  our  new  Vice-Regents  for  Florida  and  for  Greorgfia  who, 
for  the  first  time,  join  us  in  this  work,  which  becomes  each  year, 
dearer  to  the  hearts  of  us  all.  But  with  our  pleasure  is  mingled 
deep  sadness  in  the  loss  of  our  senior  Vice-Regent  One  by  one 
these  early  workers  are  entering  upon  their  rest,  but  their  grznd 
work,  their  unceasing  labors  and  unflaggfing  zeal  should  ever  be 
kept  fresh  in  our  memories.  Mrs.  (Abby  W.)  Chace  was  ap- 
pointed by  Miss  Cunningham  in  1858  Vice-Regent  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island.  Her  clear  judgment  and  intellectual  abilities 
made  her  an  honored  member  of  our  Board.  One  other,  a 
valued  member  of  our  Advisory  Board,  Judge  Comegys,  has  also 
left  us.  We  mourn  him  as  a  true  friend  of  Mount  Vernon — 
always  ready  to  aid  in  every  emergency,  and,  to  the  last,  was 
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interested  deeply  in  our  prosperity  which  he  had  seen  increasing, 
year  by  year,  during  the  many  years  of  his  wife's  Vice-Regency 
since  1858,  and  that  of  his  daughter,  who  took  up  her  mother's 
work.  As  a  mark  of  respect  to  both  these  honored  friends,  the 
flag  of  our  Mount  Vernon  Association  was  placed  at  half-mast 

Our  meeting  this  year  promises  to  be  one  of  special  interest,  as 
many  important  matters  will  be  presented  for  your  consideration. 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  the  increased  prosperity  of  Mount 
Vernon,  notwithstanding  the  unusual  severity  of  the  winter 
which  prevented  the  continuance  of  the  boat  service  from  the 
26th  of  December  until  the  14th  of  February.  Consequently, 
the  receipts  from  the  electric  railway  aided  us  materially,  and 
through  the  courtesy  of  our  Treasurer,  we  were  enabled  to  meet 
our  expenses.  All  the  orders  of  last  Council  have  been  carried 
out  efficiently — ^the  new  board  walk  from  wharf  to  mansion,  the 
building  of  new  fences  and  strengthening  of  old  ones,  the  com- 
pletion of  cabin  near  the  electric  railway  station,  the  drainage 
of  the  post  office,  and  finally,  and  most  satisfactorily,  the  drain- 
age of  Mount  Vernon  has  been  completed.  The  Superintendent 
will  inform  you  of  his  various  consultations  with  experts  on 
sanitary  matters — especially  with  Dr.  Billings,  sanitary  expert 
in  the  U.  S.  Army — ^whose  plans  and  diagrams  will  be  clearly 
explained  to  all  interested  in  that  subject 

The  bequest  of  Miss  Harper  has  been  paid  in  by  her  executor, 
$1,000,  and  a  $1,000  bond  and  mortgage  was  purchased,  a  5  per 
cent  bond  in  the  City  of  Washington.  This  continues  to  us,  as 
it  were,  her  own  annual  gift  of  $50,  which  she  always  took  such 
pleasure  in  offering. 

The  death  of  Jay  Gould,  who  presented  to  our  Association  so 
valuable  a  g^ft,  and  doubly  precious  to  us  since  the  erection  of 
the  railway,  calls  with  propriety  at  this  first  meeting  since  his 
death,  for  an  expression  of  grateful  remembrance.  I  submit  this 
suggestion  to  the  Board. 

The  death  of  Capt.  Ross,  an  honored  member  of  the  boat  com- 
pany, who,  during  many  years,  had  so  successfully  piloted  our 
boat  as  to  cause  no  damage  to  our  wharf,  demanded  some 
tribute  of  esteem,  and,  as  he  was  highly  honored  by  our  officials, 
as  well  as  by  all  who  knew  him,  in  the  name  of  our  Association 
your  Regent  ordered  a  floral  tribute.  His  father,  who  now  suc- 
ceeds him,  expressed  his  grateful  appreciation  of  the  ladies' 
action. 
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The  departure  of  Sarah,  our  valued  servant  an4  friend,  is  a 
loss  felt  by  all  on  the  place,  officials  and  employes,  and  many 
Washington  visitors  have  expressed  their  loss  of  her  cheerful 
welcome  and  deferential  manner.  A  faithful,  efficient  and  loyal 
service  of  thirty  years  calls  for  some  handsome  recognition.  I 
trust  that  such  will  be  accorded  by  the  Board,  as  a  testimony  to 
her  faithfulness,  and  an  incentive  to  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the 
other  family  servants. 

Our  generous  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Avery  of  New  York  City, 
has  again  presented  us  with  a  valuable  g^ft  of  a  bronze  bust  of 
Washington,  from  the  marble  bust  by  Houdon,  which  was  taken 
here  at  Mount  Vernon.  This  bust  was  cast  in  Paris  by  Barbe- 
dienne,  a  celebrated  sculptor  in  bronze,  and  shipped  free  to 
Georgetown,  the  Custom  House  tariff  being  removed.  As  our 
printed  formula  is  such  an  insufficient  expression  for  so  valuable 
a  gift,  I  venture  to  ask  the  ladies  for  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Avery,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  valuable  g^ft 

To  Mrs.  Mary  Starling  Payne,  we  are  indebted  for  a  large 
number  of  volumes  for  the  library  of  the  dates  of  Washington's 
editions,  most  of  them  from  the  Lewis  family.  She  has  already, 
in  former  years,  sent  valuable  letters. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  wife  of  President  Harrison,  who  had 
always  sent  flowers  on  the  anniversaries  of  Washington's  birth- 
day, on  Independence  and  Memorial  Days,  your  Regent  felt  that 
she  was  carrying  out  your  desires  in  ordering  the  lowering  of 
the  flag  at  half-mast  at  Mount  Vernon  and  in  ordering  a  floral 
tribute  to  be  sent  to  the  White  House,  with  an  expression 
of  sympathy  from  the  ladies  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  of 
the  Union,  and  received  in  reply  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  ladies 
from  the  Executive  Mansion  in  appreciation  of  our  sympathy. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  of  the  year's  work  without  bearing 
testimony  to  the  judgment  and  faithfulness  of  our  Superinten- 
dent Great  responsibility  was  thrown  upon  him  in  preserving 
the  mansion  and  grounds  during  the  immense  crowds  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  during  the  spring,  the  most  important  work  of 
the  year,  the  drainage  of  the  place,  under  his  intelligent  super- 
vision, has  been  most  carefully  completed.  All  the  employes 
deserve  the  highest  commendation,  for  the  care  of  Mount  Vernon 
is  no  longer  what  it  was,  before  the  introduction  of  the  railway 
with  its  half-hourly  crowds  of  visitors. 


8  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1893. 

A  larger  force  of  guards  and  guides  will  probably  be  required 
in  order  to  ensure  safety,  and  thus  keep  for  future  generations, 
as  well  as  for  the  present,  the  sacred  trust  confided  to  us.  Earn- 
estly thankful  for  the  great  prosperity  g^nted  us  during  the  past 
year  and  invoking  God's  blessing  upon  our  deliberations  and  our 
work, 

I  am  your  friend  and  Regent, 

JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 
May  24th,  1893. 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  regrets  that  illness,  exacting 
business  cares  and  absence  of  several  months  from  America,  have 
prevented  attention  to  work  for  the  Association,  but  hopes  with 
the  approval  of  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  to  have  the  marsh 
land  thoroughly  drained  and  thereby  improve  the  health  of 
Mount  Vernon  residents,  as  well  as  increase  the  value  and  utility 
of  the  above-mentioned  land. 

The  Vice-Regent  contributes  a  vase  that  was  purchased  at  the 
sale  of  Washington  relics  in  Philadelphia,  also  fifty  dollars  to 
the  Endowment  Fund. 

Vice-Regent  for  California. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

Donation  to  Special  Fund  from  the  Vice-Regent  for  Colo- 
rado, $50. 

Five  photographs  of  Colorado  scenery  framed  for  the  State 
room. 

CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  begs  leave  to  report  her  gift 
of  a  set  of  furniture  for  one  of  the  bedrooms  in  the  "Office 
Building." 

From  Miss  Angelica  Schuyler  Glover  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, a  handsome  "Columbian"  tea  spoon  marked  for  the 
use  of  the  "Connecticut  Vice-Regent"  From  Hon.  George 
Hoadly  of  New  York,  "  Conway's  Life  of  Thomas  Paine,"  2  vols, 
a  gift  to  the  library.     From  Rev.  S.  H.  Synnott  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
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a  copy  of  Miss  Susan  Cooper's  little  work,  "  Mt  Vernon,"  ist 
edition,  with  author's  autograph.  This  was  published  in  1859  ^^ 
aid  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association,  now  out  of  print;  it  is 
somewhat  of  a  literary  curiosity. 

Vice-Regent  far  Connecticut. 

DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  reports  the  gift,  by  the  Hon. 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  a  photograph  of  a  medallion  of  General 
Washington,  with  the  history  of  the  silver  box  on  which  it  is 
found,  written,  at  her  request,  by  Mr.  Bayard. 

She  also  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  library  a  copy  of 
"  The  Life  and  Times  of  John  Dickinson,"  i732-i8c^,  prepared 
at  the  request  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  by 
Charles  J.  Stills,  LL.  D. 

Vice-Regent  for  Delaware. 

FLORIDA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  reports  that  in  Jacksonville,  Flor- 
ida, on  the  nth  of  April,  she  succeeded  in  working  up  a  Colonial 
Reception,  which,  apart  from  being  a  very  beautiful  affair,  was 
quite  a  success,  clearing  $175,  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  the 
Florida  room.  A  jardiniere  was  also  presented  to  this  room  by 
Mrs.  John  F.  Young,  widow  of  the  late  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
Florida.  Papers  and  records  of  work  done  for  and  by  Florida 
during  Madame  Murat's  Vice-Regency  and  also  a  portrait  of 
Madame  Murat  herself  is  to  be  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  by  Mrs. 
Ellen  Call  Long. 

Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  reports  her  gfift  of  some  choice 
embroidered  covers  for  the  Georgia  room,  and  fifty  dollars  for 
rugs  for  Greorg^a  room. 

The  urgent  need  for  aid  for  local  charities  precluded  the  raising 
of  funds  as  contemplated  this  season. 

Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 

[30] 


10  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1893. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

Vice-Regent  for  Kansas  reports  no  effort  made  in  her  State 
this  year  to  collect  funds  for  Mt  Vernon  owing  to  the  interest 
centering  in  the  Columbian  Exposition,  but  hopes  that  some  or 
all  of  the  various  Columbian  Clubs  formed  among  the  ladies  of 
the  State,  will  be  continued  hereafter,  as  Mt.  Vernon  Qubs,  in 
some  form,  to  aid  in  keeping  alive  interest  in  this  work  and  to 
finish  furnishing  the  kitchen  room  in  Quarters  and  the  bed  room 
of  the  State. 

Reports  were  sent  to  State  Historical  Society,  where  they  are 
anxious  to  have  a  complete  file  if  possible.  Also  sent  reports  to 
individuals  throughout  the  State  who  have  shown  interest  in  the 
work. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Kansas  room  in  the  restored 
Quarters  a  mattress  and  springs  for  the  bed,  a  table  and  large 
rocking  chair  and  a  dark  framed  mirror.  These  have  been  fur- 
nished at  the  expense  of  the  Kansas  Vice-Regent  Mrs.  Jane  K. 
Jones  of  Ottawa,  Kansas,  presented  to  Mt.  Vernon  some  years 
ago  a  white  bed  quilt,  which  she  requested  should  be  placed  in 
the  Kansas  bed  room. 

Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  a  letter  to  Gabriel  Lewis  from 
Eleanor  Park  Custis  and  Laurance  Lewis;  the  letter  is  a  gift 
from  Mrs.  Mary  Starling  Payne  of  Hopkihsville,  Ky.,  the  grand- 
daughter of  Fielding  Lewis;  she  requested  that  the  letter  be 
framed  and  placed  in  Nellie  Custis*  room.  I  also  present  as  a 
gift  from  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Conrad  a  pair  of  silver  bracket  lamps 
gfiven  by  Eleanor  Custis  Lewis  to  her  g^randson,  Charles  Angelo 
Conrad.  Mrs.  Conrad  wishes  these  lamps  returned  to  the  place 
they  formerly  occupied  in  the  Banqueting  Hall.  Mrs.  Conrad 
also  sends  as  a  loan  one  handsome  buckle  (knee)  and  one  shoe 
buckle  of  Washington's,  a  button  from  his  military  uniform,  a 
silver  candlestick  used  for  sealing  letters,  a  silver  teaspoon 
marked  with  Washington's  coat-of-arms,  four  pieces  of  old  Eng- 
lish point  lace  worn  by  Mrs.  Washington,  one  of  old  Valenci- 
ennes, four  remnants  of  silk  from  Mrs.  Washington's  dresses, 
a  remnant  of  the  gold-colored  damask  silk  that  covered  the 
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drawing-rcK>m  furniture  in  Philadelphia  while  Washington  pre- 
sided there  as  President,  and  which  he  ordered  sold  on  retiring 
from  office,  saying,  what  was  becoming  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  out  of  place  in  a  country  farmer's  house. 

Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana. 

MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  reports  that  a  contribution 
toward  the  Maryland  room  has  been  received  from  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Rieman,  Baltimore,  as  per  list 

Curtains  and  valance  for  bedstead  with  muslin  for  head  and 
teaster.  Curtains  and  poles  with  bands  for  windows,  2  blankets, 
2  muslin  sheets,  2  linen  sheets,  2  bolster  cases,  2  pairs  pillow 
cases,  I  bed  spread,  12  towels,  i  antique  toilet  glass,  i  pair  an- 
tique candlesticks  with  wax  candles. 

The  hangings  and  furnishings  of  General  Washington's  Room 
have  >been  followed  as  nearly  as  possible  in  these  articles. 

Vice-Regent  for  Maryland. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota  reports  a  donation  of  five 
dollars,  and  the  purchase  of  a  rag  carpet  for  the  Spinning  House, 
with  money  contributed  by  the  children  of  the  public  schools  of 
St.  Paul.    No  effort  has  been  made  to  collect  funds  this  year. 

Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Detroit  Mt.  Vernon  Society  makes  a  contribution  this 
year  to  the  Mount  Vernon  funds  of  $265.65.  The  entertainment 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1893,  was  a  Colonial  Tea  Party,  given 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Gibbs,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  Wolcott 
of  Connecticut.  The  Detroit  Society  expresses  the  wish  that  the 
collections  of  the  past  two  years,  amotmting  to  $547.30,  should 
be  used  in  fitting  up  a  room  for  the  use  of  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Michigan  and  in  the  purchase  of  a  relic  or  relics  of  value. 

The  Detroit  Mt  Vernon  Society  is  doing  admirable  work  in 
stimulating  an  interest  in  all  Revolutionary  and  Colonial  History, 
and  in  inspiring  a  feeling  of  awe  and  reverence  for  the  memory 
of  Washington.    Papers  of  exceptional  interest  are  read  at  the 
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quarteriy  meetings  on  historical  individuals.  A  similar  society 
has  been  organized  in  Ann  Arbor  from  which  there  will  doubt- 
less be  a  satisfactory  report  another  year.  A  pretty  table  cover, 
worked  in  silk  on  white  linen,  in  an  old-fashioned  Dresden  pat- 
tern, has  been  contributed  by  Miss  Hartshorn  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  The  Vice-Regent  makes  a  contribution  of  ten  dollars  to 
the  Pohick  Endowment  Fund.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Vice- 
Regent  to  continue  the  organization  of  local  Mt  Vernon  Socie- 
ties as  opportunity  offers,  so  that  all  portions  of  the  State  may 
be  brought  under  patriotic  influences,  and  the  younger  genera- 
tions may  learn  to  prize  the  rich  inheritance  which  was  be- 
queathed to  them  by  the  Fathers  of  our  country,  and  won  for 
them  by  their  sacrifice,  bravery  and  wisdom. 

Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  REPORT. 

I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  Council  a  gift  from  Mr.  Cornell 
S.  Franklin  of  Portsmouth,  of  a  most  valuable  letter,  dated  Feb. 
24th,  1 791,  signed  by  Greneral  Washington,  in  reply  to  Gov. 
Qinton  of  New  York,  who,  in  behalf  of  an  urgent  call  from  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  asked  for  troops  in  defence  of  the 
frontiers.  My  personal  offering  is  the  furnishing  and  restoration 
of  a  room  in  one  of  the  spinning  houses  for  the  benefit  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Vice-Regent  for  New  Hampshire. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  prepared  for  my  successors  in  office  a  small  book  con- 
taining extracts  from  the  letters  of  the  first  Vice-Regents  for 
North  Carolina,  also  from  Miss  Cunningham.  They  contain 
some  data  for  the  future  historian  of  the  Association. 

Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

I  have  distributed  a  very  large  number  of  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Reports,  but  have  made  no  public  efforts  for  Mt  Vernon  during 
the  past  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Council  affording  the  Virgfinia 
managers  for  the  Columbian  Exposition  facilities  for  the  repro- 
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duction  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Mansion  at  Chicago,  I  directed  the 
Virginia  room  to  be  placed  at  the  service  of  Mrs.  Beale,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  during  her  visit  to  Mt 
Vernon.  Mr.  Dodge  afforded  all  needed  assistance  in  her  work, 
and  I  have  received  from  her  a  gracious  letter,  expressing  high 
appreciation  of,  and  gratitude  for,  the  courtesy  and  kindness  ex- 
tended by  the  Council  to  herself  and  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  reports  receiving  from 
Mr.  C.  B.  Rouss,  two  flag^  and  some  bunting  for  decorating  the 
Tomb  on  the  usual  days  directed  by  Council  for  such  observ- 
ance. The  Vice-Regent  presents  a  memorandum  in  Washing- 
ton's handwriting,  also  a  curious  emblematic  button,  found  at 
Mount  Vernon  many  years  ago,  and  an  old  Spanish  coin  of  1781 
found  in  the  bam  at  Mount  Vernon. 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 

Ladies: — I  have  the  honor  to  greet  you  again  and  offer  my 
report  for  another  year,  a  year  distinguished  by  events  of  import- 
ance to  Mount  Vernon  and  its  future. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  general  condition 
of  the  property  is  good,  considering  the  unusual  amount  of  wear 
and  tear  to  which  it  was  subjected  by  the  unprecedented  crowds 
of  visitors  last  autumn,  and  the  severe  degree  of  frost  during  the 
past  winter. 

The  work  of  restoration,  repairs,  and  improvements  has  been 
steadily  carried  on,  and  further  protection  against  accident  or 
vandalism  has  been  acquired  by  increased  number  of  employes 
who  guard  the  estate  by  night  and  day. 

When  the  vast  multitudes  came  to  Mount  Vernon  at  the  time 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  encampment  at  Washington 
last  September  I  acted  upon  your  authorization  and  hired  a 
strong  force  of  twenty-seven  picked  men,  who  rendered  most 
efficient  service  in  controlling  the  crowds,  which  numbered  as 
high  as  ten  thousand  in  one  day.    The  upper  floors  of  the  Man- 
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sion  were  closed  to  the  public  as  a  necessary  precaution,  and  the 
lower  floors  were  thoroughly  braced  by  strong  supports  in  the 
cellar  below.  To  relieve  as  much  as  possible  the  strain  upon  the 
floors  of  the  Mansion,  guards  are  now  stationed  in  the  halls  and 
open  rooms  to  prevent  crowding.  Notwithstanding  all  the  care 
and  watchfulness  exerted  to  offset  it,  the  effect  of  age,  acceler- 
ated by  continual  tramping  of  visitors,  is  now  more  apparent 
than  ever.  The  interior  timbers,  the  hewn  oak  joists  and  stud- 
dings,  weakened  by  dry-rot,  are  g^dually  settling,  some  more 
than  others.  This  condition  is  indicated  by  cracks  in  plastering 
and  sheathing,  but  the  extent  of  decay  and  displacement  cannot 
be  fully  determined  until  these  timbers  are  uncovered  and  tested. 
The  large  columns  supporting  the  east  portico  are  rotting  from 
the  inside  and  should  be  renewed  one  at  a  time. 

Portions  of  the  sills  of  the  Mansion,  especially  under  the  west 
front,  must  be  replaced.  The  pavements  and  stone  steps  on  that 
side  were  affected  by  the  unusual  degree  of  frost  last  winter  and 
require  attention. 

Repairs  to  the  Mansion  have  been  made  in  several  particulars. 
The  tin  roof  of  east  portico  patched,  the  doorways  and  columns 
in  the  main  hall  repainted,  and  iron  gates  substituted  for  those  of 
wood  at  doorways  of  the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  roomst 

GARDENER'S  HOUSE. 

The  repairs  to  the  "  Gardener's  House  "  consisted  in  removing 
the  entire  lower  floor,  excavating  to  the  depth  of  the  fotmdation 
walls  (2  feet),  concreting  and  ventilating  that  space,  renewing  all 
the  sills  under  the  building,  and  reflooring  with  new  material 
In  addition  I  removed  the  soft-brick  lining  between  studs  (which 
was  the  cause  of  so  much  dampness  by  condensation),  and  had 
the  walls  lathed,  plastered  and  kalsomined.  A  partition  was 
constructed  in  the  front  room,  dividing  it  as  it  was  in  Washing- 
ton's time,  making  thereby  comfortable  dormitories  for  two  of 
the  watchmen,  thus  concentrating  the  guards  near  the  Mansion. 
The  back  room  is  used  as  the  guard  office,  and  there  are  located 
portable  fire  appliances,  chemicals  for  the  engines,  the  telephone, 
etc.  The  upper  room  in  this  building  is  used  as  an  extra  sleeping 
apartment. 

Last  Council  authorized  the  employment  of  more  men  to  meet 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1893.  i5 

the  requirements  of  guarding  and  improving  the  estate.  Com- 
petent men  were  selected  for  the  positions  of  engineer,  night- 
watchmen,  gate-keeper  and  guards.  The  night  was  divided  into 
four  watches  of  two  hours  each,  commencing  at  9  o'clock.  Reg- 
ular patrols  were  established  and  have  been  faithfully  performed 
as  indicated  by  the  "  Time  Detector "  presented  for  the  purpose 
by  Mr.  DeHertbum  Washington. 

Except  in  one  case  the  guards  all  have  their  quarters  close  to 
the  Mansion,  so  that  in  event  of  sudden  need  they  are  quickly 
available  for  service. 

To  accommodate  the  increase  in  number  of  employes,  I  built, 
as  instructed  by  Council,  a  frame  four-room  house  at  the  head 
of  the  lane  leading  to  the  land  entrance. 

A  building  was  erected  on  the  site  of  one  in  use  by  Wash- 
ington. Out  beyond  the  barnyard  and  vegetable  garden  I  put 
up  a  simple  structure  to  serve  as  a  carpenter  shop  and  store- 
house for  farm  wagons  and  implements,  paints,  oil  and  the  like, 
thus  getting  rid  of  the  unsightly  wagon  shed  (not  original)  near 
the  bam  and  removing  much  dangerous  material  to  a  safe  dis- 
tance from  the  Mansion. 

Some  needed  repairs  were  made  in  the  rooms  over  the  family 
kitchen.  The  plastering  was  pointed  up  and  the  walls  yellow 
washed. 

The  old  cooking  stove,  worn  out  by  long  service,  was  replaced 
by  a  new  one. 

The  stoves  in  Superintendent's  rooms  were  repaired  at  same 
time,  and  an  oil  stove  purchased  for  the  gate-keeper's  lodge  at 
railroad  entrance. 

A  suitable  sentry  box  was  provided  for  the  guard  at  the  Tomb. 

FENCES. 

After  the  travel  by  the  electric  cars  became  established  the 
boundary  fences  near  the  railway  terminus  were  found  to  be 
insufficient  to  prevent  trespassing.  The  Regent  authorized  the 
construction  of  a  substantial  paling  fence  of  such  height  and 
design  as  to  secure  necessary  protection.  This  fence  is  built  of 
Georgia  pine  rails  and  pickets  with  cedar  posts,  is  six  and  a  half 
feet  high  and  extends  twelve  hundred  feet.  In  placing  this  fence 
I  closed  the  old  lane  back  of  the  greenhouse  and  opened  a  new 
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one  leading  directly  from  the  railroad  gate  to  the  north  comer  of 
the  west  lawn,  thus  affording  visitors  a  more  pleasing  approach 
to  the  Mansion  than  if  brought  in  directly  in  rear  of  the  green- 
house and  servants'  quarters. 

BOARD  WALK. 

I  had  planned  to  renew  the  board  walk  (1400  feet  long),  from 
wharf  to  Mansion  before  the  coming  of  these  great  crowds  and 
had  g^ven  orders  for  the  lumber,  but  unexpected  delays  in  its 
delivery  compelled  a  postponement  of  this  work  until  October, 
when  it  was  accomplished.  Besides  using  the  best  of  Georgia 
lumber  the  sleepers  of  this  new  walk  were  thoroughly  tarred  to 
resist  the  dampness,  thus  adding  several  years  to  its  durability. 
With  the  available  material  from  the  old  board  walk  I  con- 
structed a  temporary  footway  for  the  visitors  who  come  by  the 
cars,  but  a  more  substantial  walk,  similar  to  the  one  to  wharf, 
should  be  provided  before  next  winter. 

The  carriage  road  and  footway  west  of  the  Mansion  and  ex- 
tending around  the  "  Bowling  Green "  are  now  used  so  very 
much  more  by  visitors  than  before  travel  by  rail  was  begun  there 
is  greater  need,  in  fact  it  seems  imperative  that  a  surface  be 
applied  that  will  resist  the  action  of  frost  and  of  wet  weather. 
So  much  mud  and  grit  is  tracked  into  the  Mansion  the  result  is  a 
more  rapid  grinding  away  of  floors  and  steps,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  difficulty  added  in  keeping  the  house  clean  and  respectable. 

RIVER  FRONT. 

By  authorization  of  the  Regent  the  embankment  back  of  the 
sea-wall  at  wharf  was  raised  to  overcome  the  height  of  spring 
tides  and  freshets.  This  filling  was  done  by  a  dredging  machine 
taking  the  mud  from  the  river  and  depositing  it  back  of  the  wall. 
The  mud  has  finally  dried  out  and  become  sufficiently  disin- 
tegrated by  frost  to  be  graded  to  proper  form.  An  extension  of 
the  sea-wall  and  embankment  as  far  as  the  east  corner  of  the 
deer  park  would  afford  a  much  needed  protection  against  the 
undermining  of  present  shore  line,  besides  making  a  beautiful 
and  substantial  improvement  to  the  river  front,  now  so  unkempt 
in  appearance. 
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DRAINAGE. 

By  far  the  most  important  work  accomplished  is  the  sanitary 
drainage,  a  subject  that  has  been  causing  increased  concern  for 
several  years. 

I  was  careful  to  consult  the  most  expert  authorities  within 
.reach  before  submitting  a  conclusive  plan  to  the  Regent.  I. 
obtained  the  views  and  advice  of  the  most  highly  recommended 
sanitary  plumbers  in  Washington,  and  finally  Dr.  John  S.  Bil- 
lings, U.  S.  A.,  an  acknowledged  authority  on  sanitary  drainage, 
kindly  visited  Mount  Vernon  for  the  express  purpose  of  solving 
the  dilemma.  Many  troublesome  conditions  were  involved  in 
the  consideration  of  this  improvenient.  Limited  water  supply, 
possibility  of  disturbance  of  sewer  mains  through  landslides  or 
by  tree  roots,  breakage  or  stoppage  of  modern  styles  of  plumb- 
ing by  careless  or  maliciously  inclined  persons.  At  length  a 
simple  plan  was  evolved,  was  submitted  to  experts  and  approved 
by  them  and  also  by  the  Regent.  I  undertook  the  task  upon 
authorization  of  the  Regent,  commencing  Monday,  April  17th, 
and  finished  Saturday,  May  20th. 

CARE  OF  ESTATE. 

The  usual  attention  was  given  to  the  mending  and  draining  of 
roads,  mowing  of  lawns,  cutting  out  dead  or  undesirable  trees, 
trimming  hedges,  setting  out  young  trees  in  place  of  old  ones 
that  died  or  were  storm-wrecked.  The  turf  surrounding  the 
Mansion  was  ruined  by  the  "  Grand  Army  "  crowd  last  fall  and 
much  of  it  has  been  resodded.  The  severe  frost  last  winter  has 
left  its  mark  distinctly.  Many  evergreens  were  blighted,  por- 
tions of  the  hedges  and  a  large  number  of  young  trees  and  roses 
were  killed  outright.  Heavy  falls  of  snow  were  frequent  and 
required  much  labor  to  keep  walks  cleared  for  the  visitors.  The 
river  was  blocked  by  ice  from  December  26th  to  February  14th, 
the  boat  being  laid  up  for  that  period. 

I  filled  the  ice-house  with  very  good  ice  hauled  from  Little 
Hunting  Creek. 

FARM  WORK. 

Farm  work  the  last  year  did  not  vary  much  from  what  has 
been  done  heretofore.     We  raised  a  fair  crop  of  corn  (56  barrels), 
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enough  to  feed  the  horses  and  deer  thus  far.  The  late  com 
intended  for  ensilage  was  caught  by  the  drought  and  failed 
entirely.  The  hay  crop  was  short  for  the  same  reason,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  purchase  clover  hay  for  the  cows  in  February,  though 
there  has  been  sufficient  timothy  hay  for  the  horses. 

Twelve  acres  of  com  stubble  were  plowed  and  seeded  to  rye, 
timothy  and  clover.  About  the  same  acreage  is  prepared  for 
com  this  year,  utilizing  for  this  purpose  the  old  orchard  field 
west  of  the  Bowling  Green. 

STOCK. 

The  live  stock  consists  of  five  horses,  seven  milch  cows,  four 
heifers,  one  bull  and  one  bull  calf.  One  cow  and  six  calves  were 
sold  during  the  year. 

The  deer  herd  numbers  nineteen.  Notwithstanding  the  severe 
winter  the  stock  is  all  in  good  condition. 

COAL. 

Coal  for  the  greenhouse.  Mansion,  offices  and  kitchen  cost 
$547  per  ton,  delivered  at  Mount  Vemon.  I  was  fortunate  in 
purchasing  the  supply  early  in  the  summer,  when  prices  were 
lowest  Prices  advanced  rapidly  a  few  days  after  my  order  was 
booked. 

GIBRALTAR  PRINTS. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Washington  has  kindly  loaned  four  prints  rep- 
resenting the  "  Siege  and  Defence  of  Gibraltar."  These  are  in 
their  original  gilt  frames  just  as  they  hung  at  Mount  Vernon 
during  General  Washington's  lifetime.  I  placed  them  tempo- 
rarily upon  the  walls  of  the  sitting  room,  as  approved  by  the 
Regent  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 

The  handsome  original  bookcase  presented  last  year  by  the 
Vice-Regent  for  California  was  also  g^ven  a  position  in  the  sit- 
ting room,  and  upon  its  shelves  were  placed  temporarily  the 
books  sent  here  for  the  library  by  Mrs.  Mary  Starling  Payne  of 
Kentucky.  Of  these  old  volumes  Mrs.  Payne  writes  "  19  are 
duplicates  and  19  published  in  the  i8th  century  and  might  have 
belonged  to  Washington." 
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FLAGS. 

Two  handsome  American  ensigns  were  in  March  last  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  McFadden  of  New  York.  One  is  20 
feet  long,  the  other,  a  storm  flag,  9  feet  long. 

Mrs.  McFadden  informed  me  she  had  given  a  flag  to  Mount 
Vernon  many  years  ago  and  hoped  this  repetition  might  be 
acceptable.  This  indeed  was  a  very  timely  gift,  for  our  stock  of 
bunting  is  well  nigh  worn  out  For  decorating  the  Tomb  we 
have  heretofore  used  some  large  garrison  flags  (36  feet)  kindly 
loaned  for  the  ptirpose  by  the  Quartermaster  General,  U.  S.  A. 
Smaller  sizes  (say  12  feet)  would  greatly  aid  in  making  efifective 
drapery  in  connection  with  the  larger  flags,  and  if  any  are  pro- 
cured I  suggest  they  be  of  that  size. 

Mrs.  McFadden  presented  to  Mount  Vernon  the  first  flag  ever 
raised  there. 

The  Virginia  Board  of  World's  Fair  Commissioners  made 
several  visits  to  study  the  details  of  the  Mansion  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  its  furniture.  As  instructed  by  Council,  I  furnished 
them  every  facility  for  their  purpose,  and  I  am  told  their  repro- 
duction of  the  Mount  Vernon  Mansion  as  the  Virginia  State 
building  at  the  Fair  is  very  creditable. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing  the  regret  with 
which  we  learned  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Chace,  the  Vice-Regent 
for  Rhode  Island,  and  Judge  Comegys,  one  of  the  Advisory 
Committee.    The  flag  was  lowered  at  half-staff  in  their  honor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 
Res.  Sedy  and  Supt.  Mount  Vernon, 


REPORT  OF  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  last  Council  your  committee  has 
received  the  following  important  additions  to  the  records: 

The  correspondence  between  Miss  Cunningham,  the  first 
Regent,  and  Pennsylvanians.  The  files  of  Connecticut  papers 
relating  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  papers 
have  been  handed  to  your  committee  by  the  Vice-Regent  for 
North  Carolina.  We  have  also  a  small  package  of  papers  left 
by  the  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey.    We  have  received  a  large 
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Record  Book,  in  which  she  has  made  a  careful  and  complete 
record  of  her  work  in  New  Jersey.  The  book  shows  the  benefit 
of  keeping  records  of  State  work. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  verified  the  contents  of  book-cases,  found  all 
the  t)ooks  intact,  had  all  the  shelves  and  volumes  carefully 
dusted,  and  catalogued  all  the  additions.  We  have  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  39  volumes  from  "Mrs.  Mary  Starling 
Payne,"  most  of  them  having  been  the  property  of  John  Lewis, 
the  father  of  Gabriel  Lewis.  We  have  also  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  Conway's  Life  of  Thomas  Paine  from  Judge  George 
Hoadly,  and  to  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Synnott,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  for 
"  Mount  Vernon,"  written  in  aid  of  Mount  Vernon  by  Miss 
Susan  Cocker. 

Since  handing  in  the  report  the  committee  has  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  Life  and  Times  of  "  John  Dickinson,"  by 
Stille,  presented  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  after  going  through  the  Mansion  House  and 
carefully  examining  each  room  and  the  contents  of  relic  cases, 
have  found  them  in  excellent  condition  and  correct  order.  The 
additions  made  to  the  relic  list  by  the  generous  energy  of  the 
Vice-Regent  of  Louisiana  are  given  in  her  report  and  the  list 
added  to  those  before  mentioned.  The  beautiful  and  valuable 
collection  of  relics  deposited  by  Mrs.  Charles  Conrad  and  her 
gift  of  the  lamps  to  the  Association  through  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Louisiana  are  most  highly  valued  and  appreciated  and  your  com- 
mittee desire  to  express  to  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent,  their 
earnest  thanks  for  the  valuable  and  beautiful  addition  to  the 
relics,  secured  through  her  aid. 

The  new  relic  cases  ordered  by  Council  last  year  are  now  at 
Mt.  Vernon  and  will  be  put  in  place  as  soon  as  practicable.  Care 
is  taken  of  the  perishable  articles  to  retard  the  inevitable  process 
of  decay  as  long  as  possible. 

The  chairman  of  Committee  presents  a  curious  piece  of  old 
wood  found  among  some  Washington  papers  and  labelled  "  Part 
of  a  gun  carriage  that  General  Lafayette  brought  over,"  the  g^n 
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alluded  to  was  presented  by  Lafayette  to  "Col.  Cropper,"  a 
Revolutionary  officer. 

THE  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

The  Tomb  Committee,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  both 
Tombs,  finds  them  in  excellent  order.  It  wQuld  suggest  some 
important  improvement  to  the  facing  around  the  closed  iron  door 
of  the  rear  tomb.  It  will  endeavor  to  secure  another  vase  to  be 
placed  on  Mrs.  Washington's  sarcophagus,  the  counterpart  of 
the  one  on  Gen.  Washington's.  Suitable  plants  will  be  placed 
near  the  old  tomb. 

The  22d  was  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-first  anniversary  ot 
Washington's  birth,  and  the  decorations  at  Mount  Vernon  on 
that  day  were  both  unique  and  very  tasteful. 

A  handsome  Masonic  emblem — Compass  and  Square— com- 
posed of  red,  white  and  blue  immortelles,  was  given  the  post  of 
honor  at  the  head  of  the  General's  sarcophagus,  while  a  lovely 
bouquet  of  roses  placed  in  a  mortuary  vase,  and  sago  palm  leaves 
crossed,  with  center  bouquet  of  white  roses,  attested  the  fact  that 
the  memory  of  the  great  Washington  yet  lives  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Mt.  Vernon  people.  A  charming  pillar  of  bride  roses  and 
sago  palm  leaves  with  center  bouquet  of  La  France  roses  graced 
the  sarcophagus  of  Mrs.  Washington.  The  tomb,  both  interior 
and  exterior,  was  draped  with  American  colors. 

The  Tomb  Committee  would  suggest  the  removal  of  all 
placards  on  trees  near  the  tomb.  The  trees  will  be  numbered 
by  small  cards  attached  to  them.  A  full  history  of  these  num- 
bered trees  will  be  found  on  a  card  hung  in  the  sentry  box. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  Committee  has  inspected  the  several  buildings 
and  reports  the  immediate  necessity  for  repairs  to  be  as  follows: 

That  the  east  wall  of  the  Mansion  be  strengthened  and  the  col- 
umns of  the  east  portico  be  renewed,  and  the  roof  of  portico 
repaired.  Also  that  the  pavement  and  stone  steps  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mansion,  where  affected  by  the  frost,  be  relaid.  The 
family  kitchen,  butler's  house,  and  coachman's  cabin  are  in  need 
of  slight  repairs.  The  committee  would  suggest  that  the  two 
rooms  in  the  spinning  house  now  occupied  by  a  colored  family 
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be  restored  and  utilized  in  future  as  the  Association  may  decide. 
The  approximate  estimate  of  expenses  for  repairs  as  furnished 
by  the  Superintendent  is  as  follows: 

Mansion    $300.00 

East  Portico  Columns 300.00 

Family  Kitchen,  Butler's  House 75- 00 

Coachman's  Cabin 25 .00 

Spinning  House 100.00 

Total    $800.00 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS. 

The  young  black  oak  tree  was  planted  near  West  L£^¥n  Gate. 
Privet  hedges  on  North  Lawn  were  much  frosted,  but  will  be 
replanted  at  proper  time.  132  walnut  trees  were  transplanted 
from  the  nursery  on  the  hillside  adjoining  deer  park  and  fronting 
the  river.  30  oriental  plane  trees  (sycamore)  were  planted  on 
either  side  of  lane  leading  to  railroad  gates.  The  grass  imme- 
diately around  the  Mansion  was  totally  destroyed  by  the  visiting 
crowds  of  the  G.  A.  Rs.  Much  of  the  area  has  been  resodded. 
No  grass  seed  has  been  applied.  As  the  lawns  are  in  good  repair 
and  show  great  care,  the  Superintendent  suggests  to  let  them 
remain  as  they  are  for  this  year. 


COMMITTEE  ON  GREENHOUSES  AND  GARDENS. 

The  committee  is  gratified  to  find  the  plants  and  shrubbery  of 
the  greenhouses  and  gardens  looking  thrifty  and  showing  evi- 
dences of  much  care.  The  roses  that  were  under  glass  during 
the  winter  have  just  been  bedded  out  and  are  doing  well,  and 
the  old-fashioned  varieties  in  the  garden  are  unusually  fine  and 
vigorous.  The  luxuriant  Hybiscus  plants  (the  old  Syrian  Rose 
of  Sharon),  present  a  brilliant  hue  of  color  along  the  garden 
walk,  and  the  scarlet  flowers  are  of  unusual  size. 

Mr.  Whelan  makes  very  modest  requests  for  the  appropriation 
of  $200  for  painting  the  greenhouse,  $100  for  the  purchase  of 
plants  and  bulbs,  and  $25  for  rubber  hose  for  watering  the  plants. 

The  committee  strongly  recommend  Council  to  grant  these 
appropriations. 
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GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

May  26,  1893. 
Ladies: — I  herewith  submit  account  of  greenhouses  and  gar- 
den for  fiscal  year  ending  upon  April  30th,  1893. 

Total  receipts $1,148.05 

Expenditure  by  Gardener 230. 15 

Cash  to  Supt $   917.90 

I  am  able  to  report  an  increase  in  receipts  over  last  year  of 
$258.55,  and  while  the  incidental  expenses  have  been  slightly 
greater,  yet  $161.10  in  cash  was  turned  in,  in  excess  of  last  year. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  and  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
donation  of  palms,  etc.,  by  Mrs.  Mitchell  after  last  Council;  they 
assisted  greatly  in  ornamentation  of  grounds  and  planting  bed  at 
Tomb. 

I  have  planted  during  the  season  quantities  of  Hollyhocks, 

Sweet  Williams,  Spirea  Japonica,  and  the  old-fashioned  garden 

lily  (Candidum),  as  my  idea  is  to  eventually  fill  the  garden  with 

the  old  time  plants  and  flowers  so  much  admired  in  years  gone  by. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN,  Gardener. 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 
1892.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $     192 .  18 

24.  Donation,  G.  S.  Bowdoin,  N.  Y 100.00 

June  10.  "         Mrs.  J.   K.   Van  Rensselaer  for 

Pohick  Church 5.00 

18.          "         Mrs.  Richardson 50.00 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  Co 18,047.05 

"          "    Dodge,  Supt 7,609.50 

"          "     Dillon,  ^  1891-92 225.00 

"          "     Dilk)n,  ^  1892-93  300.00 

Cincinnati  Gas  &  Electric  Lt.  dividends 149.29 

Interest  Mr.  Gill,  Loan 250.00 

$26,928.02 

Disbursements 26,116.36 

Balance  on  hand 811 .66 
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ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1892.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $3,639.88 

Donation,  Mrs.  Leiter,  111 25 .00 

Mrs.  Hill,  Colo 50.00 

"         Mrs.  Flandrau,  Minn 35-00 

Mrs.  Townsend,  N.  Y 50.00 

Mrs.  Ball,  Va 400 

Legacy,  Miss  Harper's  estate 848. 10 

U.  S.  4}^  Interest 372.00 

U.  S.  6 jif  Interest 60.00 

Dividends  Port.  &  Roch.  R.  R.  Co 18.00 

Interest  St.  Paul  School  Dist.  Bonds 225.00 

Omaha  School  Dist.  Bonds 250.00 

"       County  of  Licking,  Ohio 300.00 

Witmer  &  Duvall  125.00 

John  F.  Shea 200.00 

Towles  &  Gill 150.00 

"       Pearson  100.00 

Cent.  R.  R.  of  Ga.,  Jan.,  '92 15.00 

Loan,  John  F.  Shea,  paid 4,060.00 

$10,466.98 
Disbursements, 

Note,  Mattie  J.  Pearson,  May  16,  1892,  5  years,  Sfi $4,013.89 

Note,  Catherine  McLeod,  March  i,  1893,  5  years,  $^.   1,003.61 
Note,  John  F.  Shea,  April  18,  1893,  5  years,  5^ 4,000.00 

$9,017.50 

Balance  on  hand $1,449.48 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  15th,  1893. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and 
of  all  checks,  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year  and  finds  them 
clear,  correct  and  concise.  The  committee  has  also  compared 
the  reports  of  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintendent,  including 
the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports 
them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 
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Balance  on  hand  May  i,  1892 $     192. 18 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources 26,735.84 

$26,928.02 
Total  expenditures 16,116.36 

Investment $10,000.00 

Balance  on  hand  May  i,  1893 $  811 .66 

Interest  on  hand  from  Endowment  Fund. . .     1449.48 

$2,261 .  14 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES  FOR  THE 
COMING  YEAR. 

Re-flooring  4  bridges,  2,500  feet  lumber $     50.00 

Mowers  for  hay 45-00 

Comer  stones  of  Estate 20.00 

Board  walk  to  railroad  gate 300.00 

Repairs  to  family  kitchen 50.00 

Repairs  to  butler's  house 25 .00 

Repairs  to  coachman's  house 25 .00 

Repairs  to  greenhouse,  $200;  needs  of  gardener, 

$100    300.00 

Repairs  to  Mansion 300.00 

Repairs  to  columns,  east  portico  of  Mansion.  300.00 

A  cabin  for  colored  family 400.00 

Brick  pavement  west  of  Mansion 70.00 

Secretary  to  Regent 300.00 

Office  expenses  of  Secretary  of  Council 50.00 

For  pew  in  Pohick  Chiu'ch 30.00 

Coal 500.00 

Fertilizer  and  seed 200.00 

Drainage    1,800.00 

$4,765.00 
MARTHA  MITCHELL, 

Chairman,  Vice-Regent  for  Wisconsin. 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
LETITIA  H.  WALKER. 

COMMITTEES,  1893. 

Finance — ^Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat 

Library — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs. 
Graham,  Mrs.  Conover. 

[3«1 
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Mansion — Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hfll,  Miss  Com- 
egys,  Mrs.  Gk>Idsborough. 

Tomb — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs. 
Flandrau. 

Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Woodward,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst 

Garden  and  Greenhouse — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Pendleton. 

Record — Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Grounds  and  Shrubs — Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs. 
Baker. 

Guide  Book — Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss  Longfellow. 

Press — Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Winder. 

Furniture  of  Mansion — Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Wilder,  Mrs. 
Schuyler,  Mrs.  Lippincott,  Miss  Yeatman. 

By-Laws — Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  Winder. 

The  greatest  expense  incurred  during  the  past  year  has  been 
the  system  of  sanitary  drainage  introduced  on  the  Mount  Vernon 
estate,  and  the  attendant  necessity  to  provide  a  large  supply  of 
water.  This  involved  much  embarrassment,  which  has  been 
happily  overcome  and  the  experiment  crowned  with  success,  a 
success  insured  through  the  aid  of  experts  in  sanitary  engineer- 
ing, who,  with  Dr.  Billings,  U.  S.  A.,  volunteered  their  advice 
and  experience  to  overcome  the  physical  obstacles  which  opposed 
the  accomplishment  of  the  work. 

To  the  scientists  and  to  the  professional  men  who  are  ever 
ready  to  assist  us,  we  can  never  cease  to  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude, 
a  debt  which  increases  each  year. 

Although  the  members  of  the  encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in 
Washington  who  visited  Mount  Vernon  swelled  the  income  of 
the  estate,  yet  its  expenses  were  greatly  increased,  by  the  number 
of  extra  guards  made  necessary,  by  the  injury  done  the  grounds, 
the  destruction  of  the  sod,  and  the  danger  to  the  mansion,  which 
was  found  to  be  in  a  perilous  condition  after  the  tramping  of 
thousands  a  day  through  the  rooms  and  halls.  Extensive  repairs 
are  now  in  progress — beams  have  had  to  be  renewed,  as  also  sills, 
in  the  eastern  front — ^and  other  important  restorations  made. 

Each  year  is  marked  by  the  restoration  of  some  important 
feature  of  the  Mount  Vernon  of  Washington's  day.    The  Vice- 
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Regent  representing  Michigan  is  to  restore  the  old  coach  house 
this  year.  The  unrestored  half  of  the  old  spinning  house  is  to 
be  restored  by  four  of  the  Vice-Regents. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  has  undertaken  the  drainage 
of  the  low  swamp  land  near  the  river.  The  gift  from  Mr.  Heu- 
rich  of  Washington  of  four  acres  of  this  low  land  enables  this 
drainage  to  be  accomplished. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania  has  offered  to  lay  a  much 
needed  flag  walk  from  the  railroad  station  to  the  mansion. 

Thus  do  the  ladies  in  charge,  by  their  personal  exertions,  raise 
the  sums  needed  for 'repairs  and  restorations.  It  is  an  endless 
task,  but  none  the  less  willingly  executed. 

This  year  has  brought  many  distinguished  visitors  to  Mount 
Vernon.  Gov.  McKinney  and  family  with  the  members  of  his 
Board  of  Visitors,  were  the  guests  of  the  Association  on  Decora- 
tion Day.  On  that  Memorial  Day  the  Tomb  of  Washington  was 
beautifully  decorated  with  flags  and  flowers.  Among  other  de- 
signs was  a  large  wreath  sent  by  President  Qeveland  and  a 
Masonic  emblem  in  immortelles.  The  Duke  of  Veragua,  the 
descendant  of  Columbus,  was  a  reverent  visitor  to  the  tomb  and 
home  of  Washington. 

Another  of  the  nation's  guests,  the  Infanta  Eulalie,  was  also  a 
pilgrim  to  this  Shrine  of  Liberty. 

Foreigners  of  rank  and  distinction  without  number  have 
turned  their  steps  to  Mount  Vernon  this  year.  Would  that  our 
own  people  could  learn  to  treat  this  last  resting  place  of  Wash- 
ington with  the  reverence  accorded  by  strangers! 

Mount  Vernon  is.  not  an  excursion  resort  for  music  and  feast- 
ing. It  is  a  sepulchre — holy  ground  where  repose  the  mortal 
remains  of  General  Washington,  a  resort  for  those  who  can 
stand  with  uncovered  heads  and  reverent  hearts  at  the  gates  of 
the  tomb  of  that  "  best  of  great  men  and  greatest  of  good  men." 

May  not  we  who  have  Mount  Vernon  in  charge  rely  upon  the 
public  to  assist  us  in  our  efforts  to  preserve  its  dignity  and 
sanctity?    We  believe  we  may. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Secretary, 

Vice-Regent  Mt.  Vernon  Association  for  Connecticut. 
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Regent — Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  29  West 
39th  Street,  New  York  City.  Summer  address,  Southampton, 
L.  I. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Alex.  Mitchell,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Mrs. 
Letitia  H.  Walker,  Leeksville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  Portland,  Maine;  Mrs. 
Lucy  H.  Pickens,  Edgefield  C.  H.,  S.  C;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Wash- 
ington, Charlestown,  W.  Va.;  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson, 
Stratford,  Conn.;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Richmond,  Va.;  Miss 
Alice  Lxjng^ellow,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward,  Ottawa, 
Kansas;  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth A.  Rathbone,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Leiter, 
Chicago,  111.;  Mrs.  N.  P.  Hill,  Denver,  Col.;  Mrs.  Cornelius  L. 
King,  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont;  Miss  Harriet  Clayton  Comegys, 
Dover,  Del.;  Mrs.  Judge  Woodward,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Mrs. 
Phoebe  A.  Hearst,  California;  Mrs.  Rebecca  B.  Flandrau,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  Mrs.  F. 
G.  Baker,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Mrs.  Georgia  Page  Wilder,  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.;  Mrs.  George  R.  Goldsborough,  Baltimore,  Md.; 
Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Francis  S. 
Conover,  Princeton,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  Benj.  Graham,  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri; Miss  Mary  Polk  Yeatman,  Ashwood,  Maury  County, 
Tenn.;  Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  Washington,  D.  C;  Miss 
Herbert,  Alabama. 

Secretary — Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resident  Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon — Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Resident  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Mount  Vernon — Mr. 
James  Young. 

Advisory  Committee — Mr.  Justice  Field,  Washington,  D.  C; 
Hon.  Thos.  N.  McCarter,  LL^D.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  Dr.  James  C. 
Welling,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Veraon,  Virginia,  June,  1894. 


Present:  The  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend, 
Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Hud- 
son, Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Ward,  Miss  Longfellow, 
Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Flandrau,  Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Mrs.  Lippincott, 
Mrs.  Conover,  Miss  Yeatman,  Miss  Pendleton, 

THE  REGENTS  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Ladies: — It  is  always  with  sincere  pleasure  that  we  meet  at 
our  Annual  Council  and  renew  the  interests  of  the  past. 

Although  during  the  year  sorrow  has  been  among  us,  and 
dealt  heavy  blows  upon  some  of  our  dear  sisters,  to  whom  we 
tender  heartfelt  S3rmpathy,  yet  in  our  circle  here  we  find  no 
vacant  chair,  and  we  are  permitted  to  welcome  some  of  our  long 
absent  friends,  and  to  greet  our  new  Vice-Regents,  who  unite 
with  us  for  the  first  time  in  our  noble  work.  In  our  deliberations 
at  this  Council  table  may  the  interests  of  Mt.  Vernon  ever  be 
uppermost  in  our  hearts,  and  may  we  cherish  the  memories  of 
our  noble  predecessors,  who,  by  their  energy  and  their  sacrifices, 
purchased  and  bequeathed  to  us  the  sacred  work  of  preserving 
this  Mecca  of  America  to  all  future  generations. 

During  the  past  year  your  Regent  has  paid  her  four  visits  to 
Mount  Vernon  and  inspected  all  departments  in  detail. 

A  grand  work  has  been  accomplished  since  last  Council  toward 
the  preservation  of  the  Mansion.    It  was  ordered,  as  may  be 
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remembered,  that  a  thorough  examination  be  made  to  ascertain 
all  needed  repairs.  A  superficial  investigation  revealed  the  expe- 
diency of  its  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  engineer. 

Your  Regent  wrote  to  Gen.  Casey,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  requesting  him  to  appoint  an  engineer  to  examine  the 
Mansion  and  give  information  as  to  its  condition.  Gen.  Casey 
courteously  replied  that  by  the  Army  Regulations  no  officer 
could  be  permitted  to  render  this  service,  but  that  he  highly 
recommended  Mr.  Bernard  R.  Green,  a  civil  engineer  whom  he 
had  frequently  employed.* 

Thereupon  Mr.  Green  began  investigations  which  revealed 
serious  trouble — excessive  dry  rot  in  the  beams  and  timbers  of 
the  foundation  of  the  Mansion. 

A  perusal  of  the  Superintendent's  letters  will  convey  a  thor- 
ough idea  of  the  situation— or  still  better  an  examination  of  the 
dry-rotted  rafters  will  be  a  more  convincing  proof  of  the  danger 
which  menaced  us.  Several  of  these  rafters  have  been  preserved 
for  infection  by  the  ladies. 

Judging  by  sight  and  sound  they  were  pronounced  perfect, 
but  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure  they  were  laid  open  and  their 
unsafe  condition  was  exposed. 

Thereafter  every  beam  was  examined,  and  at  present  the 
security  of  Mt  Vernon  is  greater,  probably,  than  it  ever  was. 

In  order  to  protect  the  foundation  walls  against  the  dampness 
of  this  soil,  slabs  of  slate  have  been  placed  over  the  brickwork  as 
an  additional  safeguard. 

The  expense  of  this  work  has  been  great,  $598,  but  when  the 
preservation  of  this  historic  Mansion  is  at  stake  any  amount  of 
money  would  be  considered  a  judicious  outlay. 

One  of  the  honored  members  of  our  Advisory  Board,  and  a 
generous  friend  of  Mount  Vernon,  G.  W.  Childs,  has  passed 
away  since  last  we  met.  While  mourning,  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  the  loss  of  this  unselfish  man  whose  life  was  love  to  his 
fellow-men,  evinced  in  constant  acts  of  beneficence,  we  would 
offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  with  his  widow.  As  a  tribute  of 
respect,  the  Mt  Vernon  flag  was  placed  at  half-mast 

By  the  report  of  our  Treasurer,  E.  Francis  Rigg^,  Esq.,  of 

*  Mr.  Green  has  been  employed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  in  completing 
the  Washington  Monument,  the  State,  War  and  Navy  Departments,  and 
at  present  is  on  the  New  Library  Building. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1894.  5 

Washington,  D.  C,  you  will  see  that  an  investment  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  ($2,000)  has  been  made  in  a  5  per  cent,  bond  and 
mortgage  in  property  in  Washington  City,  D.  C.  A  previous 
investment  of  $3,000  having  been  paid  up  with  interest,  the  two 
sums  were  added  and  invested  in  a  5  per  cent  mortgage  on 
valuable  city  property,  and  running  five  years. 

Of  the  Superintendent,  and  of  his  active  and  faithful  work,  I 
can  but  repeat  the  testimony  of  former  years.  An  inspection  in 
each  department  will  prove  his  intelligent  supervision  and  faith- 
ful work.  During  an  illness  of  several  weeks,  the  Assistant 
Superintendent  managed  the  estate  with  great  efficiency  and 
fidelity. 

Owing  to  the  generous  gifts  of  several  Vice-Regents,  Mount 
Vernon  is  now  enjoying  benefits  which  otherwise  could  not  have 
been  attained  for  many  years  to  come.  Mrs.  Hearst,  Vice-Regent 
for  California,  by  reclaiming  the  swamp  lands,  has  converted  to 
healthfulness  and  beauty  that  region  of  malaria,  for  so  many 
years  a  hot-bed  of  disease. 

Mrs.  Lippincott,  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  has  restored 
a  flagged  stone  walk  from  Mansion  to  railway,  an  untold  comfort 
to  the  public  and  to  the  lovers  of  the  gardens,  who  need  no 
longer  plow  through  mud  in  order  to  enjoy  that  quaint  and 
beautiful  feature  of  the  place. 

Mrs.  Rathbone,  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan,  has  restored  the 
old  Washington  coach  house,  the  ancient  foundations  marking 
the  exact  spot  and  dimensions.  This  restoration  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  search  for  the  original  coach,  which  can  be  traced 
to  within  a  few  years. 

To  Mrs.  Richardson,  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  we  are  in- 
debted for  several  articles  belonging  to  Martha  Washington, 
which  have  returned  to  Mount  Vernon  after  an  absence  of  a 
century  or  more.  Through  her  efforts,  the  Conrad  family, 
great-grandsons  of  Nellie  Custis,  have  bequeathed  their  Wash- 
ington and  Custis  relics — two  silver  lamps  of  antique  shape;  an 
exquisitely  carved  Indian  fan,  a  dressing  case  and  a  large  number 
of  other  relics  which  will  form  "  the  Conrad  Cabinet,**  and  will 
add  greatly  to  the  historic  interest  of  Mount  Vernon  and  redound 
largely  to  the  honor  and  generosity  of  Mrs.  Charles  and  Lewis 
Conrad  and  their  families. 

The  restoration  of  the  spinning  room,  accomplished  t>yo  years 
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since  by  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota,  has  led  to 
the  further  restoration  of  the  entire  house. 

Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland,  has  presented 
Mt  Vernon  with  the  beautiful  Plateau  used  upon  occasions  of 
State  dinners.  An  interesting  account  of  the  purchase  of  this 
center-piece  is  given  in  the  late  Memoirs  of  Gouvemeur  Morris, 
who  was  commissioned  by  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Washington  to  make 
the  purchase  in  Paris,  leaving  the  choice  to  his  well-known  good 
taste.  In  his  letter  to  Washington,  speaking  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Plateau,  he  confesses  that  he  had  transcended  the  stipulated  sum, 
but  felt  assured  that  Mrs.  Washington  would  secure  his  pardon, 
in  view  of  the  beauty  of  the  article. 

Mrs.  Goldsborough  also  presented  a  fine  edition  of  Bishop 
Wilson's  works,  presented  by  his  son  to  Washington,  with  ex- 
pressions of  the  highest  esteem  and  admiration  of  his  character. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Havemeyer  of  New  York  Gty,  our  generous 
and  valued  friend,  we  owe  a  most  interesting  work  entitled  "  The 
Barons  of  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  " — ^the  history  written 
by  Moncure  D.  Conway,  from  letters  and  manuscripts  belonging 
to  Mr.  Havemeyer,  whose  valuable  Library  of  Washingtonia  is 
well  known  throughout  America. 

To  Mr.  Clarence  E.  Bowen,  of  New  York  City,  we  are  in- 
debted for  a  handsome  edition  of  "  The  Centennial  of  the  Inaug- 
uration of  Washington,"  with  the  desire  expressed  to  have  it 
placed  in  the  Mount  Vernon  Library. 

To  Mr.  Edward  Floyd  de  Lancey,  we  are  indebted  for  a  pho- 
tograph of  a  letter  of  Martha  Washington,  written  by  her  in 
Philadelphia  in  1794,  just  one  century  ago,  to  Fanny  Washingfton, 
her  niece,  who  was  passing  the  summer  at  Mount  Vernon,  Va. 

The  owner  of  the  original  letter,  Mr.  A.  O.  Osborne,  of  Water- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  had  also  sent  us  a  copy  for  which  we  were  most 
grateful. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Qeveland,  we 
tender  our  thanks  for  his  gpraceful  tribute  of  a  beautiful  wreath 
to  decorate  the  Tomb  of  Washington  on  Decoration  Day,  and 
also  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  was  given  a  large  collection  of 
flowers  by  him,  as  an  oflfering  to  him  who  had  accomplished  our 
independence  on  that  historic  day,  118  years  ago. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Arthur  Orr,  of  Chicago,  for  $20. 
To  Mr.  David  B.  Ogden,  of  New  York,  for  $5.  To  Mr.  Henry 
R.  Reed,  of  Boston,  $25. 
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It  is  with  regret  that  I  announce  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Philip 
Schuyler,  as  Vice-Regent  of  Mount  Vernon  for  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Grateful  for  our  success  in  the  past  years,  and  invoking  God's 
blessing  upon  the  sacred  work  of  this  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
I  am  very  truly, 

JUSTINE  V.  R.  TOWNSEND,  Regent. 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  reports  the  work  done  on  the 
swamp  land  of  12  acres  situated  on  the  south  border.  Improve- 
ment of  it  has  consisted  in  clearing  off  the  trees  and  underbrush, 
and  on  the  sides  of  this  tract  spacious  ditches  have  been  dug 
which  act  as  drains  to  the  surface  water  and  springs,  thereby 
preventing  floods. 

The  cutting  of  these  ditches  has  resulted  in  the  practical 
reclamation  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  swamp. 

The  important  portion  of  the  land,  namely,  the  part  contigu- 
ous to  the  river,  unfortunately  lies  so  low  that  to  prevent  overflow 
during  the  high  tides  a  very  extensive  dyke  would  be  needed  to 
protect  any  embankment  or  filling  made  across  the  mouth  of  the 
swamp. 

A  thoroughly  substantial  stone  wall  would  be  required. 

Another  plan  has  been  suggested,  that  is,  to  cut  an  inlet  and 
throw  the  earth  far  up  on  each  side,  thereby  using  it  to  fill  up  the 
spaces  that  have  been  formed  by  high  tides. 

Owing  to  the  many  difficulties  encountered  in  procuring  a 
dredging  machine,  the  work  has  not  advanced  as  rapidly  as 
desired. 

Estimates  for  both  plans  will  soon  be  submitted,  and  such 
orders  will  be  g^ven  for  the  completion  of  the  entire  work  as 
may  meet  with  the  approval  of  our  Regent 

Vice-Regent  for  California, 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  financial  troubles  in  Colorado  have  prevented  the  Vice- 
Regent  from  raising  any  money  the  past  year.  She  reports  her 
annual  gift  of  $50  to  the  general  account 

ALICE  HILL, 
Vice-Regent  for  Colorado. 
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CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  beg^  leave  to  report  her 
gift  of  a  rug  for  a  bedroom  in  the  office  building,  and  three  rugs 
for  her  State  room. 

Mr.  David  Pell  Secor,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  presents  to  Mt 
Vernon  a  bronze  medal,  commemorative  of  the  inauguration  of 
Washington,  which  was  modeled  by  Philip  Martiny,  and  cast  by 
order  of  the  "Committee  on  Celebration,  New  York,  April  30th, 
1889." 

Mr.  Secor  also  presents  to  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association  a 
framed  copy  of  the  Hymn  to  America  in  autograph  of  the  author, 
Dr.  Samuel  Francis  Smith. 


FLORIDA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  reports  her  work  this  year  for 
the  benefit  of  her  State  room. 

The  purchase  of  an  old  mahogany  bedstead  made  and  used 
in  St  Domingo,  brought  to  this  country  over  100  years  ago  by 
a  family  who  fled  during  the  insurrection. 

Also  gives  a  dressing  case,  or  toilet  stand  and  glass,  formerly 
the  property  of  the  Kane  family,  at  Albany,  New  York,  more 
than  a  century  ago. 

The  work  of  furnishing  will  be  completed  this  year. 

The  Florida  Vice-Regent  has  turned  over  records  of  the  State 
work  done  during  the  regency  of  Madam  Murat. 

These  records  unfortunately  arrived  after  the  adjotunment  of 
the  Council  of  1893. 

These  papers  have  been  carefully  preserved  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Call 
Long,  of  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  who  had  acted  as  secretary  for 
Madam  Murat 

No  report  of  any  public  work  by  the  State  during  the  past 
year,  but  she  hopes  to  take  the  first  step  towards  the  work  of 
restoration  of  Pohick  Church  pulpit,  and  she  has  received  $5 
from  the  Rev.  V.  W.  Shields,  Rector  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  your  Regent  donates  $30  to  this 
fund. 

F.  G.  BAKER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 
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GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Georgia  regrets  that  she  has  but  little  to 
report  from  her  State.  She  has  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  the 
influential  ladies  of  Georgia,  and  hopes  this  will  bring  about 
some  good  results  for  Mount  Vernon. 

The  sum  of  $26.27  ^^is  been  received  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Colonial  Ball  given  at  Atlanta  to  be  expended  in  fitting  up 
the  Georgia  Room. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  report  my  inability  to  obtain  a  donation 
of  any  sort  for  Mount  Vernon  this  year. 

The  pressure  of  hard  times  has  prevented  my  making  appli- 
cation in  this  behalf  and  in  my  very  limited  field  af  action. 

M.  T.  BARNES, 
Vice-Regent  for  District  of  ColumbuL 

ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  distributed  12  reports  for  1893  in  her  State, 
sending  one  to  the  Governor  and  one  to  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society.  The  architect  who  has  the  execution  of  the  house  plans 
of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Mansion  has  been  in  Europe  for  the  past 
eight  months,  preventing  the  delivery  of  these  plans  to  this 
Council,  which  was  so  much  desired. 

The  Vice-Regent  hopes  the  plans  may  be  delivered  to  her 
during  this  summer. 

The  Vice-Regent  has  given  much  time  to  the  completion  of 
the  file  of  papers  relating  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Association, 
which  will  embrace  all  her  correspondence  since   1875,  from 
which  time  to  1885  she  was  Treasurer  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 
(Signed)  MARY  L.  LEITER. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kansas  reports  no  work  done  in  the  State 
this  year.  Reports  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association  sent  to  the 
Historical  Society  where  they  are  kept  on  file  and  copies  were 
sent  to  individuals  in  the  State  and  other  States. 

As  a  result  of  sending  a  copy  to  Texas  a  small  collection  of 
$11  was  taken  on  February  22d  for  the  Mount  Vernon  Endow- 


10  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1894. 

ment  Fund.    A  gift  was  received  of  $2  from  a  lady  in  Ottawa, 
Kansas,  for  the  Kansas  Room  in  the  Quarters. 

JENNIE  M.  WARD, 

Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  a  heart  full  of  regret  that  I  am  debarred  the  pleasure 
of  handing  in  my  State's  report  in  person,  and  of  meeting  my 
co-workers  at  this  Council. 

But  it  is  a  great  gpratification  to  be  able  to  promise  the  handing 
in  by  Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Conrad  of  some  very  valuable  relics. 

I  have  not  been  idle  during  the  past  year  in  behalf  of  our 
sacred  trust,  and  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  promise  that  the 
22d  of  February  shall  be  kept  not  simply  as  a  public  holiday,  but 
that  the  public  school  children  throughout  the  State  shall  meet 
in  their  respective  schools,  sing  patriotic  songs,  and  an  oration 
made  on  Washington  shall  in  future  be  the  order  of  the  day;  and 
that  one  of  Dr.  Andrew  Reed's  memcMials  to  Washington  shall 
be  given  to  the  scholars  standing  highest  in  conduct  and  deport- 
ment in  his  or  her  class. 

Very  respectfully, 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

MAINE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maine  reports  the  presentation  to  the 
Association  of  two  handsome,  carved  mahogany  chairs,  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  F.  W.  Lander,  of  Washington. 

They  were  originally  the  property  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Chase, 
of  Maryland,  and  were  purchased  by  Mrs.  Lander  at  the  sale  of 
his  effects  when  the  family  removed  from  the  city. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  the  gift  of  two 
photogravures  of  Gen.  Washington  and  Martha  Washington 
from  A.  W.  Elson  &  Company  of  Boston.  They  are  copies  from 
the  original  portraits  by  Stuart. 

A.  W.  LONGFELLOW, 

Vice-Regent  for  Mass. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Detroit  Mt  Vernon  Society  gave  its  Annual  Colonial 
Tea  the  22d  of  February  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Butler, 
whose  parlors  were  decorated  with  flags  and  flowers. 

The  ladies,  in  colonial  costume,  served  tea  in  Martha  Wash- 
ington china.  Mr.  Whelan  sent  on  a  box  of  flowers  from  the 
Mount  Vernon  greenhouse,  and  these  were  disposed  of  at  a 
premium. 

The  entertainment  netted  $235.19,  which  sum  is  contributed 
to  the  M.  V.  L.  A. 

The  Ann  Arbor  Mt.  Vernon  Society  contributed  $20.29. 

With  funds  contributed  last  year,  a  Michigan  State  bedroom 
has  been  furnished  in  the  spinning  house  in  antique  mahogany 
furniture,  consisting  of  a  center  table,  a  dressing  table,  a  comer 
wash  stand  and  three  chairs.  One  of  the  chairs  is  a  valuable 
relic — a  Madison  chair  obtained  from  the  Ben  Perley  Poore 
collection. 

The  handsomely  carved  and  finely  proportioned  bedstead  be- 
longed in  the  last  century  to  Mrs.  Mumford,  and  was  presented 
by  her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Perry. 

A  quaint  piece  of  last  century  china  of  the  willow  pattern  was 
presented  by  Miss  Macauly,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

Two  palmettos,  known  in  Georgia  as  the  Spanish  Bayonet, 
were  sent  to  Mt.  Vernon  by  Mrs.  John  M.  Adams,  of  Augusta, 
Ga.,  to  be  placed  by  the  old  Tomb. 

The  restoration  of  the  old  coach  house  was  completed  this 
spring  at  a  cost  of  $270. 

The  Vice-Regent  regrets  that  the  sample  copies  which  D. 
Appleton  &  Co.  hoped  to  have  ready  to  present  to  the  Board  at 
this  Council  of  "The  Maxims  of  Washington,"  are  not  forth- 
coming. A  letter  just  received  from  the  publishers  explains  the 
delay. 

The  expense  of  this  new  edition  of  a  valuable  book,  which  is 
republished  at  the  earnest  suggestion  of  Bishop  Coxe,  is  de- 
frayed by  the  Detroit  Mt  Vernon  Society. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

Later  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  read  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Dodge,  the  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and 
Messrs.  Farquhar,  Pratt  and  Brownfield,  relative  to  securing  for 
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Mt.  Vemon,  to  be  placed  in  the  recently  restored  coach  house, 
one  of  Washington's  old  coaches.  The  correspondence  brings 
out  such  an  expression  of  interest  and  sympathy  with  the  effort 
to  restore  to  Mt  Vemon  its  original  belongings,  that  a  brief 
summary  of  the  correspondence  is  incorporated  in  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Pratt,  the  division  engineer  of  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  writes 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Dodge's  letter  of  inquiry  that  he  has  ascertained 
that  Mr.  Thomas,  auctioneer,  1525  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia, 
sold  a  Washington  coach  to  Forepaugh's  circus  about  a  year 
ago,  and  refers  Mr.  Dodge  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition,  who,  he  understood,  tried  to  obtain  this  coach 
from  the  circus  company.  The  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Brown- 
field  and  Farquhar,  take  the  matter  up  very  earnestly  and  do 
ever3rthing  in  their  power  to  secure  the  coach  for  Mt  Vemon, 
where  they  say  it  rightftdly  belongs,  and  have  traced  the  coach 
up  to  June  4th  to  a  railroad  wreck,  where  they  fear  it  may  be 
lost* 

The  Secretary  takes  pleasure  in  adding  the  interesting  informa- 
tion that  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Mt  Vemon  Council,  Mr. 
Brownfield  has  not  only  found  the  Washington  coach,  but  has 
most  liberally  presented  it  to  the  Mt  Vemon  Association,  and 
now  this  relic  of  the  past  is  safely  lodged  in  the  coach  house, 
which  was  restored  just  in  time  to  receive  it  All  thanks  to  Mr. 
Brownfield  and  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan. 

Mr.  Brownfield  discovered  this  coach  in  the  winter  quarters 
of  the  Forepaugh  Circus  Company  at  Lehigh  Avenue  and  Eg- 
mont  Street,  Philadelphia.  Though  it  has  been  badly  used  for 
two  years  past,  the  coach  is  in  fairly  good  condition. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  only  work  done  by  Minnesota  during  the  past  year  was 
the  fumishing  of  a  room  in  the  spinning  house  commtmicating 
with  the  spinning  room  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

The  stun  of  $24.33  1^^*  irom  the  money  contributed  by  the 
school  children  of  St.  Paul  was  used  towards  the  fumishing, 
which  was  completed  by  the  Vice-Regent 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota. 

*  Mr.  Brownfield  adds  however  in  a  P.  S.  to  his  last  letter  on  the  subject, 
*•  Don't  think  I  have  given  it  up  ;  I  will  in  time  know  what  became  of  it" 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

No  collections  made  in  my  State  during  the  past  year.  Have 
distributed  all  the  numbers  of  reports  received.  The  sketch 
book  of  the  early  work  done  in  my  State  is  completed. 

LETITIA  H.  WALKER, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina. 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  work  for  Mt  Vernon  in  Ohio  has  been  greatly  hampered 
by  the  disappearance  of  all  papers  of  the  former  Vice-Regent  for 
that  State. 

Many  of  the  last  reports  have  been  sent  to  individuals  through- 
out the  State. 

The  requests  for  money  made  during  the  past  year  have  met 
with  hearty  response,  and  the  sum  of  $195  collected,  has  been 
used  for  repairing  and  renovating  the  walls,  ceiling  and  floor  of 
the  Ohio  room.     New  curtains  have  replaced  the  old. 

The  ornaments  which  were  taken  from  the  clock  by  some 
patriotic  relic  hunter  have  been  duplicated  and  replaced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  donation  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Endi- 
cott,  Jr.,  of  two  old  sketches,  one  of  Mt.  Vernon  painted  in  the 
early  days  of  the  century,  and  one  of  Madison's  home. 

These  have  been  carefully  preserved,  and  suitable  frames  are 
being  selected  for  them.    They  will  be  placed  in  the  Ohio  room. 

My  own  donation  to  Mt.  Vernon  was  $75,  used  for  the  com- 
plete furnishing  and  fitting  of  a  room  in  the  spinning  house,  to 
be  used  forever  by  the  Vice-Regents  for  Ohio. 

MARY  LLOYD  PENDLETON, 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  REPORT. 

At  the  last  Council  the  Vice-Regent  promised  to  raise  money 
in  her  State  for  a  flag-stone  pavement  from  the  gate  by  the 
electric  railroad  station  to  the  Mansion. 

In  October  the  Superintendent  was  authorized  to  order  the 
stone,  and  the  money  to  settle  the  bills  was  donated  by  Geo.  W. 
Childs,  $500;  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott,  $600,  which  amounted 
to  $1,100. 

It  was  considered  unadvisable  to  make  an  effort  this  last 

[3al 
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winter  to  collect  money,  owing  to  the  hard  times  and  the  many 
calls  made  on  public  charity. 

To  complete  the  sum  needed  to  purchase  the  rug  for  the 
Georgia  room  the  Vice-Regent  donated  $55,  as  no  suitable  rug 
could  be  purchased  for  less  than  $105. 

The  Vice-Regent  has  furnished  the  room  in  the  restored  ser- 
vants' quarters  to  be  occupied  by  herself. 

ALICE  LIPPINCOTT, 

Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania. 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia  has  made  no  especial  efforts  for 
Mt.  Vernon  during  the  past  year,  save  in  writing  a  detailed 
accoimt  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Association  during  the 
year  for  the  Richmond  Press,  and  the  distributing  of  a  large 
number  of  reports  throughout  her  State. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Have  received  the  contribution  of  an  old  and  quaint  bed  quilt 
for  the  furnishing  of  the  West  Virginia  room  from  Mrs.  Ella  S. 
Bunker,  of  Washington  City. 

The  Vice-Regent  presents  an  etching  picture  of  Washington 
from  the  Century  Magazine. 

This  picture  is  taken  from  a  curious  profile  likeness  of  Wash- 
ington done  in  black  silk  embroidery  on  white  silk  background 
by  Rowlinda  Sharpless,  daughter  of  James  Sharpless  the  artist, 
who  painted  in  pastel  from  life  a  likeness  of  Washington. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  distributing  in  her  State  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, Senators  and  other  officials  a  number  of  the  Mt.  Vernon 
reports  for  1893. 

Also  from  Col.  Wilson,  of  the  War  Department,  a  contribution 
of  cut  flowers  for  Decoration  Day,  and  the  loan  of  flags  for  dec- 
oration by  courtesy  of  Gen.  Ruggles  of  the  War  Department, 
for  which  thanks  are  retimied. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Vice-Regent. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Ladies'  Association  in  Grand  Council  Assembled: 

It  is  with  honor  and  pleasure  that  I  greet  the  ladies  again  and 
submit  herewith  my  report  for  another  year  just  passed. 

The  instructions  and  suggestions  issued  by  last  Council  have 
had  my  earnest  attention,  which  I  trust  I  may  be  able  to  demon- 
strate by  a  careful  recital  of  events. 

MANSION  REPAIRS. 

The  feature  of  very  first  importance  that  eng^ed  my  efforts 
was  the  repairing  of  the  Mansion.  This  was  put  in  hand  as 
soon  after  Council  as  it  was  possible  to  perfect  the  necessary 
arrangements.  Unwilling  to  assume  the  entire  responsibility  of 
directing  so  delicate  a  work,  I  sought  and  obtained  from  the 
Regent  the  authorization  to  employ  skilled  advisers  and  work- 
men. 

General  Casey,  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  recommended 
Mr.  Bernard  R.  Green,  civil  engineer,  and  he  was  secured  as 
consulting  expert.  Mr.  F.  W.  Pilling,  an  architect  and  builder, 
personally  directed  the  work,  as  it  was  performed  by  such  reli- 
able mechanics  as  William  R.  Burgess,  bricklayer,  and  Jesse 
Murray,  carpenter. 

My  fears  as  to  the  condition  of  the  supporting  oak  sills  of  the 
building,  as  explained  to  Council,  were  more  than  verified.  The 
extent  of  dry-rot  was  even  more  serious  and  extensive  than  I  at 
first  supposed.  The  heavy  oak  timbers,  which  from  the  cellar 
side  appeared  so  firm  and  sound,  were  found  to  be  completely 
honeycombed,  and  betokened  a  danger  of  early  collapse. 

The  whole  house  was  resting  upon  a  thin  shell  that  could  not 
have  lasted  much  longer.  Commencing  at  a  point  under  the  west 
door  of  the  Banquet  Hall  and  continuing  clear  around  the  Man- 
sion, the  rotted  sills  were  taken  in  short  sections  and  supplanted, 
not  with  more  wood  to  rot  eventually,  but  with  substantial 
masonry  of  the  best  brick  and  cement,  topped  by  slate,  to  sup- 
port the  superstructure.  Each  stud,  comer  post  and  brace  was 
carefully  wedged,  fastened  and  painted,  and  the  outside  sheath- 
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ing  (for  the  most  part  sound)  was  replaced  accurately.  The 
brick  foundation  under  the  Library  end  of  the  building  was 
crumbling  and  had  to  be  renewed.  Substantial  shores  were  used 
as  each  section  was  treated.  All  was  finally  accomplished  with- 
out the  slightest  s^parent  disturbance  or  damage  to  the  building. 
The  bulging  of  the  house,  as  it  appeared,  must  have  been  an 
original  movement  due  to  green  timbers  of  hewn  oak  used  as 
"  studs."  We  uncovered  some  of  them  and  found  them  crooked 
but  perfectly  sound. 

The  cracks  in  the  plastering  are  judged  to  be  the  restilt  of 
gradual  settlement  of  the  old  oak  sills,  rotted  and  now  removed. 

I  did  not  attempt  to  renew  any  of  the  interior  of  the  house, 
such  as  floors  and  stairways,  for  while  they  are  worn  thin  in 
places  and  creak  somewhat,  they  were  judged  to  be  safe  and 
sound  enough  for  another  year  at  least 

Under  the  first  floor,  howevei:,  I  replaced  several  joists  that 
showed  signs  of  rot  due  to  the  natural  dampness  of  the  cellar. 
To  better  ventilate  the  cellar  and  reduce  if  possible  the  rotting 
effect  upon  woodwork  there,  I  opened  air  ports  wherever  feasible. 
The  eight  columns  which  supported  the  east  portico  roof  were 
replaced,  as  directed,  by  new  ones  of  substantial  construction. 
Those  removed  were  not  the  originals,  but  of  twenty  years' 
standing. 

The  tin  roof  covering  the  portico  was  carefully  repaired,  not 
only  last  summer,  but  again  this  spring.  From  the  manner  in 
which  this  roof  is  laid,  it  will  give  constant  trouble  to  prevent 
leaks.  The  seams  break  from  the  effect  of  expansion  and  con- 
traction, there  being  no  provision  to  counteract  that  effect.  This 
can  only  be  corrected  by  a  new  roof,  and  I  advise  a  properly 
constructed  tin  roof  as  best  for  the  purpose.  It  should  be  applied 
before  another  winter. 

The  cupola  of  the  Mansion  was  thoroughly  patched  and 
painted,  the  gateways  to  the  several  rooms  were  recolored,  and 
the  Florida  Room  calcimined. 

The  Library  porch  was  refloored  and  o&erwise  repaired. 

FAMILY  KITCHEN. 

I  next  undertook  the  family  kitchen,  the  sills  of  which  were 
quite  as  badly  rotted  as  those  of  the  main  house.  They  were 
replaced  by  masonry  too. 
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While  at  this  work  the  well-house  foundation  was  repaired  in 
like  manner. 

CABINS. 

The  completion  of  the  foregoing  important  items  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  building  of  a  four-room  cabin  for  the  colored 
employes,  who  had  for  a  long  time  occupied  the  spinning  house. 
I  selected  the  site  for  this  cabin  down  the  road  leading  to  the 
west  lodge  gate.  Its  construction  is  of  rough  weatherboards, 
shingle  roof,  lathed  and  plastered  interior,  and  chimney  of  brick. 
Two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  with  two  rooms  above.  The 
roof,  doors  and  windows  were  painted  and  the  sides  of  the  house 
whitewashed. 

The  coachman's  cabin  was  repaired,  the  two  lower  rooms  being 
lathed  and  plastered. 

This  house  has  been  whitewashed  and  the  roof  painted. 

SPINNING  HOUSE. 

After  the  spinning  house  was  vacated  it  was  thoroughly  over- 
hauled. The  floors,  wainscoting  and  stairway  were  removed  and 
the  building  disinfected.  In  remodeling  the  interior,  two  rooms 
and  hallway  were  planned  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  same 
arrangement  on  the  floor  above.  The  interior  is  finished  in 
plaster. 

The  walls  have  been  calcimined  and  the  woodwork  painted. 
Dormer  windows  corresponding  with  those  on  the  other  build- 
ings were  framed  in  the  roof  to  light  and  ventilate  the  upper 
rooms.  In  place  of  the  old  window  opening  upon  the  garden 
from  the  lower  room  a  sash-door  was  provided.  Part  of  the 
brick  fotmdation  of  this  building  was  renewed. 

COACH  HOUSE. 

A  restoration  of  interesting  note  is  the  coach  house,  this  by 
Michigan.  Enough  of  the  original  brick  foundation  remained  to 
indicate  clearly  the  ground  plan  of  the  old  building.  For  the 
general  form  of  superstructure  I  made  diligent  inquiry  of  per- 
sons who  remembered  the  original  (demolished  about  1859),  ^md 
followed  closely  what  they  could  tell  me  of  its  appearance. 

The  dimensions  are:  length,  twenty-two  (22)  feet  six  (6)  inches; 
width,  sixteen  (16)  feet;  height,  (to  eaves)  ten  (10)  feet   Weather- 
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boards  of  white  pine  cut  and  lapped  as  in  original,  the  roof  is 
steep  pitched,  plain  gables,  and  covered  with  cypress  shingles  of 
original  pattern.  The  interior  is  sheathed  and  ceiled.  The 
flooring  is  of  two-inch  yellow  pine  and  the  supporting  joists  are 
protected  by  a  filling  of  gravel  and  tar. 

GREENHOUSE  REPAIRS. 

The  repairs  to  the  greenhouse  were  confined  to  what  was  most 
imperative.  One  of  the  furnaces  was  supplied  with  a  new  grate 
and  the  brickwork  repaired.  New  roof-sash  were  placed  on  the 
rose  house  and  portions  of  the  staging  rebuilt.  The  roofs  of  all 
the  greenhouses  were  painted,  and,  where  necessary,  were 
reglazed. 

BRICK  WALLS. 

The  old  brick  walls  about  the  place  have  been  looked  after  and 
repaired  where  required.  The  section  of  wall  near  the  ice-house 
was  so  frail  I  had  to  reconstruct  it  entirely,  using,  of  course,  all 
the  old  brick  which  were  serviceable  and  following  strictly  the 
original  design. 

STONE  WALK. 

A  decidedly  useful  feature,  especially  appreciated  by  visitors 
who  come  by  railway,  is  the  substantial  stone  walk,  four  (4)  feet 
wide,  leading  from  the  entrance  gate  to  the  Mansion,  a  distance 
of  a  thousand  feet.  The  flagging  is  embedded  in  clay  g^vel, 
the  joints  being  filled  with  cement  concrete.  The  material  is  the 
North  River  Blue  Stone,  and  was  procured  last  December  by 
direction  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania  as  a  donation  from 
her  State. 

SWAMP  IMPROVEMENT. 

By  request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  California,  and  at  her 
expense,  I  last  autumn  started  the  task  of  reclaiming  the  densely 
grown  swamp  on  the  southwest  border  of  the  estate.  A  careful 
survey  of  the  tract  determined  and  marked  the  lines  of  the  two 
acres  at  mouth  of  swamp  added  by  gift  of  Mr.  Heurich.  The 
deed  from  Mr.  Heurich  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Associa- 
tion was  obtained  and  duly  recorded. 
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As  soon  as  the  land  was  cleared,  ditches  were  dug  to  drain  the 
springs  from  the  hills  on  both  sides  of  the  swamp.  Already  the 
middle  ground  has  dried  out  perceptibly,  but  the  lower  end  of 
the  tract  is  subject  to  overflow  by  the  Potomac  at  high  tide, 
which  can  only  be  prevented  by  building  a  dyke  and  sea-wall 
to  shut  the  river  water  out,  provision  being  made  for  the  ditches 
to  empty  through  a  properly  constructed  culvert  and  tide-gate. 
The  dyke  embankment  can  best  be  made  by  dredging  the  mud 
from  the  river  front  and  depositing  it  across  the  mouth  of  the 
swamp.  A  dredg^g  machine  for  this  purpose  has  not  yet  been 
secured.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  this  very  important  im- 
provement can  be  completed  during  the  present  season.  Not 
only  will  the  healthfulness  of  the  place  be  benefited,  but  a  very 
productive,  and  picturesque  meadow  will  be  added  to  the  estate. 


STORMS. 

The  effects  of  the  unusual  tides  and  violent  storms  last  autumn 
were  very  marked  here.  The  small  house  on  the  wharf  was 
shifted  from  its  position,  the  board  walk  and  some  of  the  fencing 
along  the  wharf  approach  was  carried  away,  the  grading  back  of 
the  sea-wall  was  badly  washed  and  the  stonework  itself  somewhat 
damaged.  The  river  shore  not  protected  by  wall  was  under- 
mined and  the  stockade  of  the  deer  park  was  threatened  by  the 
flood  and  debris  driven  against  it  Trees  were  wrecked  every 
where  and  broken  limbs  were  strewed  all  over  the  grounds. 
Several  of  the  trees  believed  to  have  been  planted  by  Washington 
were  more  or  less  injured,  notably  those  near  the  flower  garden 
gate.  Fortunately  none  of  the  buildings  were  hurt  by  these 
gales. 


MEMORIAL  TREES. 

Council  directed  that  the  memorial  trees  and  vine  at  the  Tomb 
be  suitably  numbered  and  described.  I  placed  upon  each  a  white 
porcelain  disc,  two  and  a  half  (2^)  inches  diameter,  bearing  a 
conspicuous  black  number.  These  were  referred  to  and  descrip- 
tion given  upon  a  painted  tablet  fixed  in  the  window  of  the  sentry 
box  for  the  instruction  of  visitors. 
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TOMB. 

A  few  minor  repairs  were  made  to  the  Tomb,  the  interior  plas- 
tering of  vestibule  cleaned,  the  recess  about  the  door  to  the  inner 
vault  cement-washed,  etc. 

The  arch  covering  the  rear  vault  is  in  need  of  extensive  repairs. 
The  bricks  of  which  it  was  originally  built  were  not  uniformly 
hard  and  some  of  them  have  disintegrated.  To  avoid  the  even- 
tual reconstruction  of  the  brickwork  I  suggest  that  a  new  arch 
be  formed  over  the  present  one,  using  as  material  Neuchatel 
mastic  and  Portland  cement  concrete,  gfuaranteed  to  be  endimng 
and  perfectly  water-proof. 

The  decoration  of  the  Tomb  upon  usual  stated  occasions  was 
given  customary  attention. 

BOUNDARY  STONES. 

I  have  placed  at  the  boundary  comers  of  the  estate  granite 
blocks  to  mark  the  property  limits,  as  I  proposed  at  last  Council 

PROTECTION  OF  ESTATE. 

As  a  warning  to  trespassers,  conspicuous  signs  have  been 
posted  at  the  wharf,  entrance  gates,  and  along  the  roads  bor- 
dering the  estate.  To  provide  legal  power  to  arrest  malefactors, 
should  I  be  absent,  the  Assistant  Superintendent,  Mr.  Young, 
was  commissioned  a  Notary  Public  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
that  office  empowering  him  to  issue  warrants  of  arrest,  fines,  etc. 

FARM. 

The  farming  operations,  though  not  very  extensive,  had  the 
usual  attention.  Twelve  acres  of  rye  yielded  165  bushels,  of 
which  I  sold  139  bushels.  The  field  com  fell  short,  but  there 
was  enough  ensilage  made  to  last  through  the  winter.  The  hay 
crop  failed  and  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  four  and  a  half  tons 
of  timothy  for  the  horses.  As  authorized  by  the  Council,  I  pur- 
chased a  new  two-horse  mower  to  replace  the  old  one,  which  had 
been  in  use  here  fifteen  years. 

This  spring  twenty  acres  have  been  plowed  and  sown  with  oats, 
nine  acres  planted  in  field  com  and  one  acre  (the  old  vegetable 
garden)  planted  in  potatoes. 

The  land  is  greatly  in  need  of  lime. 
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LIVE  STOCK. 

Of  live  stock  there  are  five  horses,  nine  milch  cows,  two 
heifers,  one  bull.  Two  aged  cows,  one  bull  and  three  calves  were 
sold  during  the  year. 

The  deer  herd  has  been  reduced  to  seven.  Twelve  deer  were 
sold  last  autumn  to  Mr.  Wanamaker  and  shipped  to  his  park  near 
Jenkintown,  Pa.  Six  fawns  were  purchased  this  spring  by  Dr. 
Filbert  of  Philadelphia  for  his  park. 

CARE  OF  ESTATE. 

To  attempt  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  minor  branches  of 
work  that  have  been  performed  in  taking  care  of  the  property 
would  unnecessarily  lengthen  this  report  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  miscellaneous  routine  duties  of  the  employes  keep  them  con- 
stantly busy.  When  not  on  guard  or  watch  they  engage  in 
whatever  occupation  I  direct.  Mowing  and  raking  the  lawns, 
cleaning  or  repairing  the  roads,  trimming  trees,  hauling  leaves 
and  debris,  mending  fences  and  buildings,  whitewashing  and 
painting.  .Our  working  time  is  so  broken  by  the  lengthened 
visitors'  hours,  ever)rthing  has  to  be  done  piecemeal.  For  such 
continuous  jobs  as  plowing,  making  crops,  digging  gravel  for 
roads,  etc.,  extra  laborers  have  to  be  engaged. 

A  request  for  "particles  of  dust"  from  the  Tomb  of  Wash- 
ingfton  for  a  gentleman  in  Hungary,  the  Regent  directed  me  to 
grant. 

A  small  box  of  soil  from  the  top  of  the  Old  Tomb  was  asked 
by  a  party  in  California  who  desired  to  plant  some  historic  tree 
there.    This  also  was  granted. 

A  small  piece  of  wood  from  the  magnolia  tree  planted  by 
Washington  was  sent  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  a  lady  in 
Cincinnati,  who  desired  to  have  it  fashioned  into  a  gavel  for  her 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

By  direction  of  the  Regent,  flowers  were  sent  to  the  Columbian 
Liberty  Bell  celebration  at  Chicago,  accompanied  by  the  motto, 
"  From  the  Home  of  Washington,  who  gave  us  Liberty.  In  the 
name  of  the  Mt  Vernon  Association  of  the  Union." 

Care  had  been  taken  to  inform  the  public  as  fully  as  possible 
concerning  the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  the  gates.  Framed 
announcements  were  placed  conspicuously  at  the  hotels,  transfer 
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agencies  and  ferries  in  Washington,  and  upon  the  electric  cars 
plying  between  Alexandria  and  Mount  Vernon.  Sig^s  to  same 
effect  were  posted  at  our  entrance  gates  and  also  upon  the 
regular  Mount  Vernon  boat.  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  the 
result  was  not  as  satisfactory  or  as  beneficial  as  was  hoped  for. 
The  number  of  visitors  who  came  to  Mount  Vernon  after  4 
o'clock  certainly  did  not  justify  the  loss  of  time  from  work  upor. 
which  the  employes  could  otherwise  have  been  engaged. 

The  appeal  of  the  boat  company  for  an  extension  of  open 
hours  so  that  visitors  coming  by  their  afternoon  trip  [leaving 
Washingon  2.30  P.  M.  and  reaching  Mount  Vernon  3.45  P.  M.] 
may  have  time  enough  to  see  the  place,  was  acceded  to  by  the 
Regent,  and  the  rule  was  begun  May  i,  1894,  opening  the 
grounds  to  the  public  until  5  o'clock,  daily,  except  Sundays. 

The  order  prohibiting  picnics  has  been  enforced  as  well  a^  it 
was  possible  to  discriminate  between  what  was  and  what  was  not 
a  picnic  party.  To  make  this  rule  entirely  eflFectual,  steps  must 
be  taken  to  prevent  any  one  bringing  luncheon  into  the  grounds. 
I  do  not  see  how  a  half-way  rule  can  control  it 

For  able  and  faithful  performance  of  duty  my  acknowledg- 
ments are  due  to  the  employes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HARRISON  H.  DODGE, 

Superintendent  Mount  Vernon. 


REPORT  OF  GUIDE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  find  the  Guide  Book  to  be  very  complete,  up 
to  date,  subject  only  to  the  changes  which  occur  from  year  to 
year. 

JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD,  Chairnuin, 
ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
L.  H.  PICKENS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Record  Committee  the 
undersigned  members  of  the  committee  report  having  made  a 
careful  examination  of  twenty-eight  letters  from  Miss  Cunning- 
ham addressed  to  Miss  Tracy,  written  in  1861. 
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Fifty-eight  letters  from  Miss  Tracy  to  Miss  Cunningham  then 
in  South  Carolina;  these  bear  date  1861  to  1868. 

Miss  Tracy  was  then  living  at  Mt  Vernon,  in  charge,  and 
representing  Miss  Cunningham. 

These  letters  of  Miss  Tracy  form  a  most  interesting  diary  of 
the  stirring  events  of  these  years  of  strife  and  suflFering,  showing 
in  every  line  a  judgment,  courage,  patriotism,  fidelity  and  cheer- 
ful acceptance  of  trials,  that  are  remarkable.  Her  style  in  writing 
is  charming. 

Miss  Cunningham  went  to  South  Carolina  in  December,  i860; 
returned  to  Mount  Vernon  in  the  fall  of  1866— went  again  to 
South  Carolina,  December,  1866;  returned  fall  of  1868.  She 
resigned  as  Regent  in  spring  of  1873. 

And  also  letters  from  North  Carolina;  and  catalogue  of  books 
in  Mount  Vernon  Library,  which  this  committee  gives  into  the 
custody  of  Library  Committee. 

Also  extract  from  Miss  Cunningham's  will,  devising  Mt  Ver- 
non papers  to  Association. 

This  committee  has  also  received  a  package  of  letters  sent  by 
Mrs.  Ellen  Call  Long;  and  a  printed  copy  of  an  address  deliv- 
ered by  the  Hon.  R.  K.  Long  for  the  benefit  of  the  purchase  fund 
of  Mt.  Vernon. 

And  a  poem  written  and  read  by  G.  T.  Ward,  Esq.,  for  same 
purpose. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  are  extended  to  Mrs.  Long  for 
this  addition  to  the  precious  records  of  the  past  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS,  Chairman. 
SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD. 

June  10,  1894,  Mt  Vernon. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTER 

The  Library  Committee  have  examined  the  books  in  the  cases 
and  compared  them  with  the  catalogue  and  report  them  all  in 
perfect  order. 

The  following  books  have  been  added  this  year: 
History  of  the  Centennial  of  Washington's  Inauguration,  pre- 
sented by  Qarence  W.  Bowen,  Secretary  of  the  Committee. 
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Barons  of  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock,  a  collection  from 
original  letters,  presented  by  W.  F.  Havemeyer,  of  New  York. 
Portraits  of  Washington,  Tuckerman. 

Principal  Events  in  Life  of  Washington,  one  number,  edited 
by  Jared  Sparks;  presented  by  Miss  Longfellow,  Vice-Regent 
for  Massachusetts. 

Works  of  Right  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson,  Bishop  of  Sodor  and 
Man;  presented  by  the  son  of  the  author  to  Gen.  Washington, 
1783;  given  to  Association  by  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Vice-Regent 
for  Maryland,  great-great-granddaughter  of  Martha  Washington. 

ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW, 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT, 
HELEN  F.  CONOVER 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GARDEN  AND 
GREENHOUSE. 

Your  committee  have  to  report  the  very  satisfactory  condition 
of  garden  and  greenhouse,  which  has  elicited  commendation 
from  the  general  public  as  well  as  from  members  of  the  CotmciL 
The  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  of  the  Gardener  give 
all  necessary  information  so  that  little  remains  for  your  com- 
mittee to  say  except  to  indorse  the  Gardener's  application  for  an 
appropriation  of  $100  for  purchase  of  stock  plants  and  $100  for 
expense  of  stage  repairs,  violet  frame,  etc 

While  the  garden  and  greenhouse  may  not  be  the  source  of 
revenue  we  desire,  it  is  so  full  of  beauty  and  interest  that  your 
committee  beg  for  it  your  most  generous  consideration. 

L.  H.  PICKENS,  Chairman. 
MARY  T.  BARNES, 
MARY  LLOYD  PENDLETON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  GROUNDS  AND  SHRUBS. 

I  was  shown  over  the  grounds  on  March  24th  by  Mr.  Dodge 
and  found  everything  in  good  order,  especially  the  grass  imme- 
diately around  the  Mansion,  which  is  often  worn  and  destroyed 
by  visiting  crowds,  but  seemed  greener  than  the  remote  pasture 
and  showed  careful  cultivation  and  care. 

Mr.  Dodge  reported  to  me  that  the  storms  of  the  autumn  of 
1893  and  spring  of  1894  had  damaged  fifty  trees  and  uprooted 
and  blown  down,  destroying  entirely,  twenty-seven. 
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The  privet  hedges  and  shrubbery  were  much  injured  by^the 
frost  this  spring  and  have  been  renewed  by  the  Superintendent 
where  new  plants  were  needed. 

The  landslide  which  gave  the  ladies  so  much  solicitude  seems 
the  past  two  years  to  evidence  permanency,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent does  not  anticipate  further  trouble  from  this  source. 

There  have  been  planted  a  number  of  trees  and  a  number  of 
wild  honeysuckle  vines  on  the  right  bank  of  the  road  leading 
from  the  Tomb  of  Gen.  Washington  to  the  wharf,  which  will 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  that  now  rather  unsightly  driveway. 

The  white  oak  tree  over  which  the  wild  grapevine  climbs  is 
still  in  good  condition. 

This  grapevine,  as  the  ladies  know,  measures  thirteen  inches 
around  its  stem,  and  was  undoubtedly  here  during  the  residence 
of  Gen.  Washington. 

The  trees  purchased  three  or  four  years  ago  by  order  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Grounds  and  Shrub  Committee,  Miss  Harper, 
are  in  very  flourishing  condition. 

The  Superintendent  recommends  lime  to  be  used  as  a  fertilizer 
and  calculates  10  bushels  necessary  to  the  acre.  He  also  recom- 
mends one  tree  to  be  cut  down  if  the  ladies  wish  the  view  of  the 
Mansion  from  the  river  to  be  improved. 

MARY  T.  LEITER,  Chairman. 
ALICE  HILL, 
FANNY  G.  BAKER. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FURNITURE  OF 
MANSION. 

The  Committee  on  Furniture  report  they  have  been  over  all 
the  rooms  of  the  Mansion  and  have  made  a  list  of  all  repairs 
needed,  will  report  to  each  Vice-Regent  who  has  charge  of  the 
room,  and  with  her  consent,  give  orders  to  the  Superintendent 
to  attend  to  them. 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  the  report  is  signed  by 

ALICE  LIPPINCOTT, 
MARY  P.  YEATMAN. 

REPORT  OF  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Mansion  Committee,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  the 
Mansion,  find  a  number  of  repairs  of  a  most  substantial  and 
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much  needed  character  have  been  completed  (see  Superinten- 
dent's report),  and  that  there  is  nothing  of  very  much  moment 
to  suggest  except  the  necessity  of  a  new  tin  roof  covering  the 
portico. 

From  the  manner  in  which  this  roof  is  now  laid,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  prevent  leaks. 

The  seams  break  from  the  effects  of  expansion  and  contraction 
and  a  new  roof  of  an  entirely  diflFerent  construction  is  required  to 
remedy  this  eviL 

The  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia  calls  attention  to  a  dan- 
gerous crack  in  the  plastering  of  her  room.  Also  some  neces- 
sary painting  of  the  red  hearthstone. 

MARY  T.  BARNES,  Chairtnan. 

ALICE  HILL, 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU. 

REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

After  a  careful  inspection  of  both  Tombs  your  committee  find 
them  in  good  condition,  but  would  suggest  that  Council  au- 
thorize the  Superintendent  to  execute  the  plans  he  proposes  for 
the  preservation  of  the  vault  in  rear. 

L.  H.  WALKER,  Chairman. 
ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 
ELIZABETH  A.  RATHBONE, 
REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU. 

It  was  recommended  that  on  the  14th  of  December,  the  anni- 
versary of  Washington's  death,  the  flag  at  Mt  Vernon  should  be 
placed  at  half  staff  and  a  few  appropriate  emblems  in  evergreen 
and  immortelles  should  be  placed  in  the  Tomb. 

REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  absence  of  members  of  the  Relic  Committee  the  chair- 
man has  inspected  the  relics  in  the  cases  in  the  different  rooms 
and  finds  their  contents  correct  in  number  and  in  good  condition. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  last  Council  the  chair- 
man of  committee  called  upon  the  Curator  of  the  Corcoran  Art 
Gallery  to  consult  with  him  regarding  the  best  practicable  plan 
of  restoring  the  plaster  bust  of  Washington  that  has  been  so  often 
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a  subject  of  anxiety  and  of  earnest  eflFort  to  obtain  some  skilled 
artisan  to  effect  its  entire  restoration,  as  the  work  needed  is  both 
delicate  and  artistic. 

The  Curator,  Dr.  Barbarine,  kindly  came  to  Mt.  Vernon  and 
made  a  careful  study  of  the  bust,  which  is  a  cast  in  clay,  appar- 
ently as  tradition  states,  made  by  Houdon,  as  the  Curator  says 
the  outlines  of  the  head  strongly  resemble  Houdon's  work. 

Dr.  Barbarine  states  that  it  can  be  entirely  restored,  but  that 
the  process  of  restoration  might  somewhat  change  the  outlines, 
and  that  when  the  work  is  done  some  responsible  person  should 
be  present  during  its  execution;  also  that  there  is  an  Italian 
artist  in  the  employ  of  the  Directors  of  the  Art  Gallery  who  does 
the  finest  and  most  admirable  work  of  this  kind. 

The  Curator  at  the  same  time  states  that  the  bust  may  remain 
in  its  present  condition  for  some  time  if  not  moved,  but  must 
inevitably  crumble  after  awhile  unless  something  is  done  to  pre- 
vent further  decay,  and  begs  to  assure  the  ladies  of  his  willing- 
ness to  do  all  that  is  in  his  power  in  this  matter. 

Subsequently  a  letter  was  received  by  the  chairman  in  which 
the  Curator  advises  that  the  bust  should  be  photographed  on  all 
sides  in  its  present  condition.  Council  having  adjourned  just 
before  this  letter  was  received,  the  chairman  will  consult  with  the 
Regent  before  taking  any  further  action  regarding  the  bust. 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

Chairman  of  Relic  Committee, 

In  addition  Mrs.  Washington  presented  the  folowing: 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  12,  1894. 
Mrs.  Lewis  Washington,  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia. 

Dear  Madam: — Business  requiring  my  personal  attention  here 
this  morning,  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  bring  you  the  two 
goblets  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  yesterday,  so  I  send  them  with 
this  note,  in  care  of  Capt.  Blake,  to  be  delivered  into  your  hands 
with  the  feeling  that  they  will  then  be  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
custodian,  and  if  you  deem  them  worthy  you  will  give  them  a 
place  in  your  relic  cabinet. 

The  facts  of  the  matter  connected  with  the  goblets  are  these: — 
They  came  into  my  possession  through  the  death  of  my  father, 
Michael  Raphael  Combs,  seven  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  67 
years;  he  inherited  them  upon  the  death  of  his  grandfather. 
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Michael  Sardo  Combs,  who  died  years  ago  at  the  advanced  age 
of  91  years,  he  having  purchased  them  at  a  sale  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington's relics,  the  time  and  place  I  am  unfortunately  imable  to 
state,  but  having  been  in  the  possession  of  our  family  for  such  a 
number  of  years,  we  have  always  honored  and  esteemed  them, 
and  believed  them  to  be  genuine  relics  of  our  illustrious  Father, 
Gen.  George  Washington. 

And  thus  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  my  wife  and  I  present 
them  to  you  and  the  other  ladies  of  Mt.  Vernon,  knowing  they 
will  then  be  in  the  proper  place,  where  I  trust  they  shall  always 
remain. 

I  have,  madam,  the  honor  to  sig^  myself,  with  the  gfreatest 
respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  COMBS. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

Immediately  after  last  Council  the  Vice-Regent  for  Virginia 
wrote  a  detailed  account  of  proceedings  of  Council;  the  repairs 
during  the  year;  the  relics  received  by  the  Board,  and  the  care 
taken  to  protect  Mt.  Vernon.  This  report  was  published  in  the 
"  Richmond  Dispatch." 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  made  a  similar  report  for  pub- 
lication in  a  Michigan  paper. 

The  committee  has  sent  notices  to  the  Washington  papers  of 
the  meeting  of  Council  of  1894,  and  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  Board  who  are  present. 

Authorized  by  the  Regent  this  Committee  has  extended  an 
invitation  to  representative  members  of  the  press  to  visit  Mt 
Vernon  on  June  12th. 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE,  Chairman. 
EMMA  R.  BALL, 
ALICE  LIPPINCOTT. 

REPORT  OF  MONUMENT  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  designs  for  Miss  Cun- 
ningham's tombstone  report  they  have  secured  several  designs, 
ranging  from  $250  to  $1,500,  but  on  arriving  at  Mt  Vernon  they 
learn  from  the  Vice-Regent  for  South  Carolina  that  Miss  Cim- 
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ningham's  nq)hew,  who  inherited  her  estate,  has  this  spring 
placed  a  suitable  monument  over  her  grave. 

ALICE  LIPPINCOTT,  Chairman. 

LETITIA  H.  WALKER, 

ELLA  B.  WASHINGTON, 

L.  H.  PICKENS. 
The  designs  for  the  drawings  for  proposed  tomb  were  shown. 

GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

June  7th,  1894. 
Ladies: — I  herewith  submit  account  of  g^reenhouses  and  gar- 
den for  fiscal  year  ending  April  30th,  1894. 

Total  Receipts  $603.25 

Expenditures  by  Gardener 25.80 

Cash  to  Supt $577-45 

In  your  inspection  of  the  garden  you  will  observe  that  I  have 
greatly  increased  the  number  of  old-time  plants  and  flowers  that 
greeted  you  at  last  Council,  and  now  the  numerous  plants  of 
Sweet  William,  Hollyhock,  Balsams,  Snap  Dragons,  etc.,  have 
gfreatly  enhanced  the  beauty  of  our  old  garden.  Forty  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  ($40.75)  of  the  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars 
appropriated  by  last  Council  for  plants  was  expended  in  hardy 
plants,  as  per  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Superintendent.  A 
portion  of  the  two  hundred  ($200)  dollars,  viz.  $43.60  appropriated 
for  repairs  to  greenhouse,  remains  unexpended.  It  is  my  hope 
to  continue  the  system  of  planting  that  was  inaugurated  a  year 
or  so  ago,  until  finally  we  shall  have  a  veritable  garden  of  the 
Revolutionary  period. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN. 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 
1893.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $   811 .66 

June   5.  Donation,  Mrs.  Richardson  69.00 

5.  "         Mrs.  Mitchell  25 .00 

5.  "         Mrs.  Hill 50.00 

5.          "         Mrs.  Rathbone  (Pohick  Church) . .        10.00 
Nov.  16.  "         Mrs.  Hearst  250.00 
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1894. 

Jan.    8.  Donation,  George  W.  Childs 500.00 

8.          "      .   Mrs.  Lippincott 600.00 

Cincinnati  Gas  dividends 50.00 

Cincinnati  Gas  Fractional  Scrip  (sold) 71 .42 

Cincinnati  Electric  dividends  and  stock  sold.  50.00 

Receipts  from  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 9>769.97 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  Co 6,868. 50 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  account  wharfage. .  250.00 

Interest  (McGill  Loan) 500.00 

$19375-55 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 
1893.  Receipts. 

May  15.  Balance  as  per  Report $1,449.48 

Donation,  Mrs.  Townsend 50.00 

Donation,  Mrs.  Hearst 50.00 

Balance,  Miss  Harper's  Legacy 122.90 

U.  S.  4  ^,  Interest 372 .00 

U.  S.  6 ^y  Interest 60.00 

Port.  &  Roch.  R.  R.  dividend 18.00 

Interest  St.  Paul  School  Dist 225.00 

"       Omaha  School  Dist 250.00 

"        County  of  Lickine,  Ohio 300.00 

"       Witmer  &  DuvaU 125 .00 

"       Pearson   200.00 

"       McLeod 40-55 

Towles  &  Gill 181 .77 

"       Shea  220.00 

"       Hamilton 30.00 

Note  McLeod,  paid 1,000.00 

Note  Towles  &  Gill,  paid 3,000.00 

$7,694.70 
1893.  Disbursements. 

Nov.  24.  Note,  Geo.  E.  Hamilton 

Nov.  7  @  3  years,  6^ $1,002.67 

1894- 
May  II.  Note,  Jas.  L.  Rodrick 

April  2,  1893  @  5  years,  5^ 5*025.00 

$6,027.67 

Balance  on  hand $1,667.03 

(Signed)  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  Treasurer. 

May  15,  1894. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and 
of  all  checks,  bills  and  Vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  finds  them 
clear,  correct  and  concise.  The  committee  has  also  compared 
the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Superintendent,  includ- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports 
them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources  during  past  year $i9>875.55 

Total  expenditures 19,496. 70 

Balance  on  hand  May  ist,  1894 378.85 

Interest  on  hand  from  Endowment  Fund 1,567.03 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES  FOR  THE 
COMING  YEAR. 

Tin  roof  for  portico $  250.00 

For  garden  fence 400.00 

For  Tomb  repairs 200.00 

For  painting  roofs 275 .00 

For  flooring  bridges 50.00 

Coal    600.00 

Lime  150.00 

Insurance  400.00 

Stock  shed 70.00 

Telephone    200.00 

Greenhouse    100.00 

Housekeeper's  increased  wages 130.00 

Testimonial  to  Sarah 100.00 

Servants   50.00 

Pohick  Church  pews 60.00 

Private  Secretary  to  Regent 300.00 

Office  expenses  of  Secretary  of  Council 50.00 

Total  $3,385.00 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 

Acting  Chairtnan. 
LETITIA  H.  WALKER, 
MARGARET  J.  M.  SWEAT. 

COMMITTEES  FOR  1894  AND  '95. 

Finance — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat. 

Library — Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs. 
Graham,  Mrs.  Conover,  Miss  Yeatman. 
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Mansion — Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs,  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hill,  Miss  Com- 
egys,  Mrs.  CJoldsborough. 

Tomb — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs. 
Flandrau. 

Relics — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Woodward,  Mrs. 
Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Baker. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Pendleton. 

Record — ^Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs.  Ward. 

Grounds  and  Shrubs — Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs. 
Baker. 

Guide  Book — Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss  Longfellow. 

Press — Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Lippin- 
cott,  Mrs.  Hill. 

Furniture  of  Mansion — Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  ^Vilder,  Mrs. 
Lippincott 

By-Laws — Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  Winder. 

Committee  on  Farm — Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss  Yeat- 
man. 

Parliamentary  Rules — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs.  Lippincott. 

The  officers  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association  offer  herewith  their 
annual  statement  of  their  affairs,  to  the  public  through  the  yearly 
reports  of  this  Board,  as  being  the  most  concise  and  accurate 
medium  of  information. 

The  changes  in  the  Board  of  Regents  are  few  since  1893. 

Miss  Herbert  of  Alabama  has  been  appointed  Vice-Regent  of 
that  State. 

Mrs.  Philip  Schuyler  has  resigned  her  position  of  Vice-Regent 
for  New  York. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  we  chronicle  the  death  of  George  W. 
Childs — ^long  an  officer  of  our  Advisory  Board,  and  for  years 
our  true  friend;  ever  ready  in  our  days  of  poverty,  struggle  and 
despondence  to  assist  with  his  generous  hand  and  encourage  with 
his  wise  advice. 

The  death  of  the  first  Vice-Regent  for  Maine,  Mrs.  Abba 
Isabella  Little,  was  announced  and  officially  noticed.  She  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  having  retired  from  the  Vice-Regency  in 
1866. 

Despite  the  hard  times  which  have  reached  Mount  Vernon, 
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and  reduced  the  receipts — ^the  personal  liberality  of  some  of  the 
Vice-Regents,  the  untiring  exertions  of  others,  and  a  donation  of 
$500  from  Mr.  Greorge  W.  Childs,  his  last,  of  many  gifts,  have 
enabled  the  Association  to  continue  its  usual  scheme  of  restora- 
tion, repairs  and  improvement  The  most  important  work  done 
has  been  the  rebuilding  of  the  foundations  of  the  Mount  Vernon 
Mansion,  which  were  in  a  dangerous  state  of  decay;  the  drainage 
of  the  swamp  of  12  acres,  a  source  of  malaria  for  past  years,  and 
the  la3ang  of  a  stone  flagging  from  the  electric  railway  station  to 
the  Mansion.  Many  minor  improvements  have  been  accom- 
plished. 

Valuable  articles  of  Gen.  Washington's  personal  ownership 
have  been  given  to  Mount  Vernon  this  past  year,  many  of  which 
are  included  in  the  "Conrad  Cabinet"  collection.  The  story 
of  the  recovery  of  Washington's  coach  and  its  removal  to  the 
coach  house  at  Mount  Vernon  will  be  read  with  interest. 

One  of  the  quaintest  gifts  received  is  a  bathing  dress  of  Mrs. 
Washington;  the  fabric  is  of  some  homespun  cloth;  it  was 
donated  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland.  The  State  of  Michi- 
gan, through  its  Vice-Regent,  has  made  a  most  valuable  addition 
to  national  literature  in  republishing,  through  Appleton,  an  edi- 
tion of  the  "Maxims  of  Washington."  The  Mount  Vernon 
Association  hope  this  may  eventually  be  freely  circulated  and 
used  in  the  public  schools. 

During  the  year  many  instances  of  the  far-reaching  interest 
in  Mount  Vernon  have  been  received. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  is  the  humble  request  from  a 
Hungarian  of  noble  name,  who  begged  for  "  some  particles  of 
dust  gathered  from  the  sarcopha^;iis  that  guards  the  remains 
of  the  illustrious  CJeneral  Washington."  In  the  letter  of  thanks 
"for  allowing  him  to  obtain  these  honored  atoms,"  the  writer 
states  the  package  is  placed  in  the  care  of  the  chief  librarian 

of ,  Hungary,  where  it  will  be  touched  with  feelings  of 

reverence  and  deep  affection  by  many  liberty-loving  Hungarians 
in  the  old  country." 

These  g^fts  and  this  ever  increasing  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Association  encourage  those  in  charge  and  lighten  their  labors. 
The  people  begin  to  feel  the  share  in  the  responsibilities  of  the 
preservation  of  this  national  shrine.  How  important  has  become 
the  task  of  educating  a  national  love  and  respect  for  Washington 
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and  a  knowledge  of  what  he  and  his  brave  and  wise  associates 
accomplished!  Is  the  United  States  to  remain  American  or  is  it 
to  become  foreign? 

Europe  sends  her  hundreds  of  thousands  of  immigrants  to  us. 
They  are  a  people  who  know  not  Washington. 

Let  this  Mount  Vernon,  this  home  and  tomb  of  Washington, 
rescued  and  preserved  by  a  small  band  of  American  women, 
stand  as  the  altar  of  patriotism — ^the  inspiration  to  keep  America 
— American. 

Let  the  public  school  children  be  taught  who  Washington  was 
and  what  he  did. 

Let  the  22d  of  February,  beside  a  holiday,  be  made  an  Anier- 
icon  day,  when  every  child  shall  be  told  what  our  flag  means — 
each  star  an  emblem  of  truth,  courage,  fidelity;  each  stripe  a 
bond  to  draw  together  and  hold,  all  who  love  the  good  and 
believe  in  the  liberty  for  which  Washington  fought  and  lived. 
With  the  children  thus  instructed  our  country  will  be  American 
and  Mount  Vernon  will  have  accomplished  its  work. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON,  Secretary  and 
Vice-Regent  Mt.  Vernon  Association  for  Connecticut. 

July,  1894. 
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1896 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES- 
ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNION. 


Regent — Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend,  Summer 
Address,  Southampton,  L.  I. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Alex.  Mitchell,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Letitia 
H.  Walker,  Leeksville,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Barnes,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C;  Mrs.  M.  J.  M.  Sweat,  Portland,  Maine;  Mrs.  Lucy 
H.  Pickens,  Edgefield  C.  H.,  S.  C;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Washington, 
Charlestown,  W.  Va.;  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson,  Strat- 
ford, Conn.;  Mrs.  Emma  R.  Ball,  Richmond,  Va.;  Miss  Alice 
Longfellow,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Ward,  Ottawa, 
Kansas;  Mrs.  Ida  A.  Richardson,  New  Orleans,  La.;  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth A.  Rathbone,  Detroit,  Mich.;  Mrs.  L.  Z.  Leiter,  Chicago^ 
111.;  Mrs.  N.  P.  Hill,  Denver,  Col.;  Mrs  Cornelius  L.  King,  Bel- 
lows Falls,  Vt;  Miss  Harriet  Qayton  Comegys,  Dover,  Del.; 
Mrs.  Judge  Woodward,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hearst, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Flandrau,  St  Paul,  Minn.; 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Winder,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.;  Mrs.  F.  G.  Baker,. 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Wilder,  Savannah,  Ga.;  Mrs. 
George  R.  Goldsborough,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Mrs.  Francis  S. 
Conover,  Princeton,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  Benj.  Graham,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Miss  Mary  Polk  Yeatman,  Ashwood,  Maury  County,  Tenn.; 
Miss  Mary  Lloyd  Pendleton,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Miss  Herbert, 
Alabama;  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  Neb.;  Miss  Amy 
Townsend,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  Wm.  Ames,  Providence,  R.  L 

Secretary — Mrs.  Susan  E.  Johnson  Hudson. 

Treasurer — Mr.  E.  Francis  Riggs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resident  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon — Mr.  Harrison  H. 
Dodge. 

Resident  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Vernon — Mr.  James 
Young. 

Advisory  Committee — Mr.  Justice  Field,  Washington,  D.  C; 
Hon.  Thos.  M.  McCarter,  LL.  D.,  Newark,  N.  J.;  Mr.  James  C. 
Carter,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Toner,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association 

OF  THE  UNION. 

Held  at  Mount  Vernon,  Virginia,  May,  1895. 


Present:  The  Regent,  Mrs.  Justine  Van  Rensselaer  Townsend. 

Vice-Regents — Mrs.  Walker,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Barnes,  Dist.  C; 
Mrs.  Washington,  W.  Va;  Mrs.  Hudson,  Conn.;  Mrs.  Ball,  Va.; 
Miss  Longfellow,  Mass.;  Mrs.  Ward,  Kan.;  Mrs.  Richardson, 
La.;  Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Hill,  Col.;  Miss  Comegys, 
Del.;  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Winder,  N.  H.;  Mrs.  Baker, 
Fla.;  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  Md.;  Mrs.  Conover,  N.  J.;  Mrs.  Gra- 
ham, Mo.;  Miss  Yeatman,  Tenn.;  Miss  Pendleton,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Qarkson,  Neb. 

Again  the  Mt  Vernon  Board  of  Regents  presents  its  Annual 
Report  to  the  public,  offering  the  reports  of  committees  and  of 
the  officers  as  being  best  calculated  to  convey,  in  a  concise  form, 
the  actual  conditions  and  workings  of  the  Association. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  changes  in  the  Board. 
The  flag  at  Mt  Vernon  has  hung  at  half-mast  for  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Pennsylvania,  Mrs.  J.  Dundas  Lippincott — a,  beau- 
tiful and  valuable  life  cut  oflF  in  its  fullness  and  perfection.  Mrs. 
Morse,  formerly  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  a  most  efficient  and 
executive  officer,  has  also  left  us.  The  flag  has  also  marked  the 
death  of  Dr.  James  C.  Welling  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

The  new  members  of  the  Association  are  Mrs.  Robt.  H.  Clark- 
son,  who  has  been  appointed  Vice-Regent  for  Nebraska,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Ames,  Vice-Regent  for  Rhode  Island,  and  Miss  Amy 
Townsend,  Vice-Regent  for  New  York. 

Mr.  James  C.  Carter,  of  New  York  City,  and  Dr.  Toner  of 
Washington,  have  been  placed  upon  the  Advisory  Committee. 
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REGENTS  REPORT  FOR  1894-95. 

Ladies: — ^Another  year  has  passed  away  and  we  meet  SLgain 
at  this  loved  spot,  at  this  beautiful  season  of  the  year.  As  with 
happy  hearts  we  clasp  hands,  all  seems  so  bright  and  beautiful — 
but  for  that  one  dark  cloud — ^the  beautiful  life  taken  from  us,  a 
life  precious  to  so  many!  How  we  shall  miss  the  endearea  one 
who  was  with  us  at  last  Council,  listening  with  intentness  to  all 
discussions,  with  unerring  judgment  expressing  her  decision, 
in  her  modest  way.  Her  introduction  to  her  first  Council  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  full  of  her  delight  at  the  interesting  work,  has  been 
told  to  me  by  one  of  her  dearest  friends;  her  enthusiasm  was 
evinced  by  the  greatness  of  what  she  accomplished  in  her  short 
career  of  one  year. 

At  Mt  Vernon  our  past  year  has  been  free  from  trouble.  The 
"  hard  times  "  have  affected  Mt.  Vernon  as  much  as  the  rest  of 
the  world,  and  as  traveling  is  not  a  necessity,  the  Itixury  was 
dispensed  with  for  the  time  being. 

The  severity  of  the  winter  blocked  up  our  boat  during  the 
entire  month  of  February,  with  the  exception  of  three  days,  when 
seven  passengers  in  all  arrived  here. 

The  electric  road  also  was  disabled  by  heavy  falls  of  snow, 
and  for  three  or  four  days  could  not  be  used.  Our  losses  in 
consequence  were  doubled.  To  indemnify  us  for  this  state  of 
the  finances,  some  of  our  Vice-Regents  have  been  most  generotis. 
To  the  Vice-Regent  of  California,  Mrs.  Hearst,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  princely — I  ought  to  say  royal — ^present  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  in  order  to  make  the  swamp  improvement  a  complete 
success,  converting  that  unsightly  blot  into  a  thing  of  beauty,  a 
pasture  meadow  of  sweet  clover. 

To  the  Vice-Regent  from  Colorado,  Mrs.  Hill,  we  owe  a  large 
sum  collected  by  her  personal  efforts — intellectual  and  manual. 
A  book  has  been  prepared  and  published  by  herself,  giving  the 
history  of  the  struggles  in  purchasing  and  maintaining  Mt. 
Vernon  in  the  early  days.  This  must  have  diffused  great  interest 
throughout  the  State,  as  was  proved  by  the  nickel  collection, 
which  amounted  to  $600,  to  be  presented  to  the  Endowment 
Fund. 

To  the  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois,  Mrs.  Leiter,  we  owe  thanks 
for  the  valuable  architectural  plans  of  the  exterior  and  interior 
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of  the  mansion,  so  that,  were  so  fearful  an  enemy  as  fire  to  injure 
or  demolish  it,  it  could  be  accurately  reproduced.  Valuable  as 
is  this  gift,  may  Heaven  avert  the  loss  of  this  Historic  Home  of 
Washington,  this  Mecca  of  the  Western  Continent! 

To  the  Vice-Regent  for  Michigan  we  are  indebted  for  another 
most  interesting  relic,  the  recovery  and  restoration  of  one  ot  the 
coaches  of  Washington.  It  was  presented  to  the  Association  by 
Mr.  Brownfield  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  at  great  trouble  and 
expense  in  finding  and  securing  this  valuable  relic. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  Maryland,  Mrs.  Goldsborough,  has  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  East,  and  lest  we  should  be  shamed  by  the 
mimificence  of  the  West,  has  given  us  the  historic  plateau  of 
General  Washington;  of  still  greater  interest  since  the  business 
transactions  connected  with  the  purchase  of  the  ornament  have 
passed  into  history.  It  requires  but  little  imagination  to  fancy, 
seated  around  its  ample  dimensions  in  this  very  room,  the  ban- 
queting hall,  all  the  heroes  of  our  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
days.  The  French  and  German  and  Polish  counts  and  barons 
who  so  nobly  came  to  the  aid  of  America  in  her  hour  of  need. 
All  honor  to  their  names. 

To  all  these  ladies  we  owe  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  generous 
gifts,  and  I  can  but  trust  that  examples  such  as  these  may  incite 
us  all  to  greater  exertions  during  the  coming  year. 

Owing  to  the  ease  with  which  our  fruit  and  vegetables  can  be 
transported  to  Washington  by  the  electric  railway,  it  has 
occurred  to  me,  that  some  of  the  fruit  dealers  there  might  be 
induced  to  purchase  our  products,  if  they  could  be  assured  of 
absolutely  certain  sales.  Our  many  friends  in  Washington 
would,  I  think,  help  us  out  in  this  undertaking. 

I  merely  offer  this  as  a  suggestion. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Council  last  year,  I  author- 
ized our  banker,  Mr.  Riggs,  to  transfer  to  the  Vice-Regent  of 
Ohio,  Miss  Mary  L.  Pendleton,  the  sum  of  money  raised  by  her 
predecessor,  Mrs.  Broadwell,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  relics 
for  the  music  room  at  Mt.  Vernon.  This  sum,  invested  in  five 
shares  of  Cincinnati  Gas  Company  and  also  fifty-five  shares  of 
Electric  Light  Company,  amounted  to  $430,  which  was  duly 
transferred. 

To  our  faithful  friend  and  treasurer,  Mr.  Riggs,  we  always  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  kindly  tiding  us  over  the  hard  places — 
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thus  preventing  our  encroaching  upon  the  interest  of  our  Endow- 
ment Fund.  The  Treasurer's  Report  will  inform  you  fully  as  to 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Association. 

To  our  steadfast  friend,  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Havemeyer,  we  are 
indebted  for  a  large  number  of  manuscript  papers,  some  quite 
interesting,  in  relation  to  the  new  tomb,  which,  it  would  seem, 
has  always  required  a  large  outlay  upon  repairs. 

To  Mr.  Henry  R.  Reed,  of  Boston,  who  has  again  sent  us 
thirty  dollars,  and  to  Mr.  John  B.  Manning,  of  New  York,  who 
renewed  his  gift  of  ten  dollars,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks  for 
their  continued  interest. 

Miss  McFadden  of  Washington  is  so  generous  in  her  gift  of 
flags,  that  our  purchases  in  that  line  seem  almost  unnecessary. 

The  ladies  return  hearty  thanks  for  her  kindness. 

A  short  time  since,  the  President  of  the  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany wrote  me  upon  the  subject  of  our  Association's  granting 
the  use  of  coupon  tickets,  as  is  done  with  the  boat  company.  I 
informed  him  that  our  Council  met  this  year  at  an  earlier  date, 
and  that  the  ladies  would  doubtless  hear  his  motives  and  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  change,  for  which  he  very  courteously 
returned  thanks. 

To  our  trustworthy  Superintendent  we  owe  much  in  untiring 
care  and  energy.  Such  faithful  discharge  of  duty  as  he  and  the 
Assistant  Superintendent  render  us  is  worthy  of  our  commenda- 
tion. 

The  taste,  judgment  and  industry  of  our  head  gardener  speak 
for  him,  but  we  would  add  our  appreciation  of  his  work  and  tes- 
tify to  the  yearly  improvement  of  the  garden  under  his  mans^e- 
ment 

With  the  prayer  that  we  may  all  be  preserved  in  health  and 
safety  during  the  coming  year,  and  with  grateful  thanks  for  the 
prosperity  accorded  to  us  during  the  past  year,  I  am, 
Your  sincere  friend  and  Regent, 
JUSTINE  VAN  RENSSELAER  TOWNSEND. 

May  8th,  1895. 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  REPORT. 

To  the  Regent  of  Mount  Vernon: 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  regrets  her  inability  to  be 
present  at  the  Council  this  year. 

Serious  illness  during  the  winter  has  greatly  interfered  with 
her  plans  and  prevented  her  from  giving  such  attention  to  com- 
mittee work  as  she  had  hoped. 

It  would  be  a  g^eat  pleasure  to  her  to  announce  the  practical 
completion  of  the  work  necessary  to  reclaim  the  twelve  acres  of 
swamp  land  on  the  southern  boundary,  upon  which  work  has 
been  going  on  for  the  past  two  years,  but  many  difficulties  have 
been  encountered  and  delays  have  been  unavoidable. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  last  Council,  temporary  drains  have 
been  dug  through  the  tract,  which  have  materially  hastened  the 
drying  of  the  bog. . 

Last  summer  the  entire  area  was  overrun  with  a  dense  mass  of 
grass,  weeds  and  sprouts  from  the  roots  of  trees  which  had  been 
felled.  To  remedy  this  and  also  to  afford  work  for  the  unem- 
ployed in  the  neighborhood,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  have  the 
section  again  thoroughly  cleared  and  grubbed.  A  wire  fence  was 
put  around  the  greater  portion  of  the  tract  and  the  Mount  Ver- 
non cattle  were  allowed  to  graze  upon  it  The  ditches  were 
deepened  and  extended,  and  some  of  the  low  ground  was  filled 
in  with  earth  from  the  adjacent  hill,  forming  a  dyke  about  three 
hundred  feet  from  the  river  shore,  which  serves,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, to  check  the  inflow  at  high  tide.  Much  has  also  been 
accomplished  toward  filling  in  that  portion  of  the  swamp  here- 
tofore periodically  flooded. 

Three  acres  of  the  tract  have  been  found  sufficiently  dry  to 
admit  of  ploughing,  which  was  accomplished  with  considerable 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  number  of  rootlets  still  remaining  from 
the  stumps  which  had  been  extracted.  Cultivation  of  this  tract 
cannot  be  satisfactory  and  should  not  be  attempted  until  all  the 
roots  have  been  removed,  which  can  only  be  done  by  continual 
working. 

The  sea-wall  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  as  necessary  to 
complete  and  make  permanent  the  reclamation  of  the  swamp 
will  be  constructed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Contracts  have  been 
let  and  the  materials  for  the  foundation  are  all  at  hand.    The 
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work  of  driving  piles  was  begun  on  the  seventh  of  May  and  the 
foundation  should  be  nearly,  or  quite  ready  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Council. 

The  wall  will  be  two  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  length,  the 
base  resting  upon  a  pile  foundation  one  foot  below  low  tide,  and 
the  top,  including  coping,  being  six  and  one-half  feet  above  low 
water.  It  will  be  three  feet  one  inch  thick  at  the  base  and  two 
feet  six  inches  across  the  top,  sloping  on  the  outer  side  and  per- 
pendicular on  the  back,  and  will  be  built  of  Potomac  gneiss  with 
an  ornamental  coping  of  North  River  blue  stone. 

Near  the  middle,  drain  pipes  will  be  fitted  and  tide  gates  set  in 
solid  granite,  so  constructed  as  to  permit  the  escape  of  the  water 
from  the  springs  and  the  surface  drainage,  and  to  prevent  the 
inflow  from  the  river  at  high  tide  or  in  case  of  freshets. 

This  work  will  not  be  permitted  to  lag,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  completed  within  a  few  weeks 
and  this  imwholesome  morass  transformed  into  an  arable  tract. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

PHCEBE  A.  HEARST, 

Vice-Regent  for  California. 

COLORADO  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  has  the  pleasure  of  presenting  $613.98  to  the 
Endowment  Fund  of  the  Mt  Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  raised 
mainly  in  her  State  by  five-cent  subscriptions.  This  sum  is  part 
of  the  $1,000  which  she  hopes  to  raise  before  the  end  of  next 
year. 

Interest  in  Mt.  Vernon  has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  the 
publication  of  a  little  book  entitled  "The  Historic  Records  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union."  These 
records  were  collated  from  the  printed  records  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  several  huindred  copies  have  been  distributed  in 
Colorado. 

A  generation  having  grown  up  since  the  purchase  of  Mount 
Vernon,  complete  ignorance  prevails  among  most  of  our  people 
as  to  the  patriotic  work  so  long  carried  on  by  the  Association. 
In  pursuance  of  the  suggestion  that  Washington's  portrait 
should  be  placed  in  every  public  school,  and  in  imitation  of  Gen. 
Horace  Porter's  example,  who  placed  the  portrait  in  the  public 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1895.  9 

schools  of  New  York  City,  Mr.  N.  P.  Hill  has  presented  the 
photogravure  from  the  Stuart  portrait,  in  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum, to  the  public  schools  of  Denver,  District  No.  i,  twenty- 
two  in  number.  The  portrait  is  the  counterpart  of  those  pre- 
sented to  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association  by  A.  W.  Elson  &  Co., 
of  Boston,  through  Miss  Longfellow. 

Mr.  Hill's  gift  was  made  through  the  Society  of  Daughters  of 
the  Revolution,  in  Colorado. 

The  celebration  of  February  22d,  Washington's  Birthday,  was 
most  successful.  The  Daughters  of  the  Revolution  invited  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  a 
fine  programme,  patriotic  speeches  and  songs  and  recitations, 
by  Rev.  Frank  Spaulding,  Bishop  Warren  and  others,  followed 
by  a  simple  collation  with  several  colonial  and  revolutionary 
dishes;  decorations,  strictly  of  the  Continental  colors,  buff  and 
blue,  and  the  flag  of  our  Union. 

ALICE  HILL, 

Vice-Regent  for  Colorado, 


CONNECTICUT  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  reports  a  small  gift  of  two 
dozen  and  one-half  of  after-dinner  coffee  cups  for  the  use  of 
Council. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  of  the  District  of  Columbia  reports  the 
acquisition  of  two  dozen  handsome  forks,  and  two  dozen  silver 
plated  knives,  through  the  liberality  of  the  firm  of  Woodward 
&  Lothrop,  Boston  House,  loth  and  F  Streets.  Also  one  dozen 
handsome  tea  spoons  donated  by  Harris  &  Shafer,  11 13  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue.  Learning  through  the  Superintendent  that  these 
articles  were  needed,  application  was  made  to  the  firms  indicated 
and  most  generously  and  cordially  responded  to.  On  other 
occasions  merchants  and  citizens  of  the  District  have  given  lib- 
erally. 

M.  T.  BARNES, 

Vice-Regent  D.'C, 
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DELAWARE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Delaware  reports  having  sent  to  the  His- 
torical Society  of  her  State  the  Reports  of  Mount  Vernon  from 
1858  to  1894,  and  the  distribution  of  a  number  of  the  Reports 
of  1894. 

She  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  Library  three  volumes 
of  Laws  of  the  United  States,  printed  in  1796,  containing  the 
Constitution  and  the  acts  of  the  sessions  of  the  First,  Second 
and  Third  Congresses — General  Washington,  President.  She 
presents  in  addition,  The  Historical  Register  of  the  Centennial, 
1876. 

HARRIET  CLAYTON  COMEGYS. 

FLORIDA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  from  Florida  has  a  most  meagre  report  to 
make.  She  has  sent  the  pamphlet  reports  of  1894  very  generally 
over  the  State  to  prominent  people  to  interest  them  in  our  last 
year's  work  at  Mt.  Vernon.  It  was  her  intention  to  have  raised 
funds  for  the  restoration  of  Pohick  pulpit.  But  the  frost  and 
then  the  ice  king  did  their  work  so  effectively  that,  looking  over 
acres  of  dead  orange  trees  and  the  homes  of  impoverished  peo- 
ple, she  realized  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  ask  for  money  for 
an  object  that,  though  dear  to  many  hearts,  can  wait  until  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  are  fed.  But  she  hopes  the  next  year 
may  see  prosperity  restored,  when  she  will  certainly  resume  the 
work  she  inaugurated  last  year. 

F.  G.  BAKER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Florida, 

GEORGIA  STATE  REPORT. 

It  is  with  heartfelt  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  hand  in  my 
State  Report  in  person.  Absence  from  Georgia  has  prevented 
my  making  any  effort  there  the  past  year. 

The  room  in  Spinning  House  has  been  furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  State,  the  $26.27  sent  from  receipts  of  colonial  ball  given 
in  Atlanta  being  used  towards  the  furnishing,  and  $55  contrib- 
uted for  its  completion  by  the  Vice-Regent. 

GEORGIA  PAGE  WILDER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Georgia. 
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ILLINOIS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Illinois  has  placed  in  the  archives  of 
Mt.  Vernon  a  complete  plan  of  the  mansion  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  exterior  is  drawn  with  great  accuracy,  not  omitting  the 
smallest  detail.  Every  room  in  the  mansion  has  been  carefully 
measured  and  the  fullest  description  possible  made.  In  case  of 
necessity,  its  rebuilding  is  assured. 

The  Vice-Regent  regrets  her  inability  to  be  present  at 
Council.* 

MARY  T.  LEITER, 

Vice-Regent  for  Illinois. 

Chicago,  May  20,  1895. 

KANSAS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-R^ent  for  Kansas  has  no  report  of  any  collection 
taken  or  gifts  made  in  the  State  this  year. 

Reports  have  been  sent  to  the  State  Historical  Society  and  to 
various  parties  in  the  State  and  at  other  points. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  a  growing  interest  in  Washington 
and  his  times  is  manifested  by  the  fact  that  the  birthday  of 
Washington  is  annually  celebrated  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
flags  are  placed  on  the  school  houses. 

J.  M.  WARD, 

Vice-Regent  for  Kansas. 

KENTUCKY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Kentucky  contributes  the  sum  of  $25  to 
the  Association  to  be  used  for  Mt.  Vernon. 

LOUISIANA  STATE  REPORT. 

Not  being  able  to  attend  the  Council  last  year,  I  did  not 
announce  the  death  of  Mrs.  Marg^etta  S.  Morse,  the  first  Vice- 
Regent  for  Louisiana.  Nor  did  I  think  it  advisable  to  send  on 
the  letters  received  from  her,  g^iving  the  history  of  her  connec- 
tion  with   the   Ladies'    Mount  Vernon   Association.     I   have 

*  It  is  but  just  to  add  what  the  briefness  of  this  report  omits.  These  plans 
consist  of  56  pages  of  drawings — elevations  of  ist,  2nd  and  3d  floors  ;  every 
measurement,  carving,  panding,  decoration  of  ceilings  is  given  and  every 
possible  detail — also  i  dozen  photographs.  It  is  a  most  perfect  and  minute 
architectural  plan. — Sec'y. 

[34l 
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brought  them  on  and  now  present  the  package  to  Record  Com- 
mittee; and  if  there  is  no  objection  would  like  to  read  a  paper 
written  by  her  daughter,  as  it  gives  some  information  of  the 
arduous  work  undertaken  by  the  first  Vice-Regent  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Mt.  Vernon.  Mrs.  Margretta  S.  Morse,  on  her  ap- 
pointment as  the  representative  for  Louisiana  by  Miss  Cun- 
ningham, threw  her  heart,  energy  and  enthusiasm  into  the  work 
and  enthused  every  one  she  came  in  contact  with.  She  was 
untiring  in  her  efforts;  she  visited  every  parish  to  be  able  to 
appoint  the  proper  persons,  who  by  their  influence  should  be 
given  the  task  of  raising  money.  At  that  time  it  was  a  difficult 
undertaking  to  travel  in  Louisiana,  for  there  were  no  railroads, 
and  excepting  those  parishes  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
the  conveyance  had  to  be  a  private  one,  or  one  obtained  at  a 
heavy  expense. 

Mrs.  Margretta  S.  Morse  died  July  25,  1893,  and  up  to  the 
last  maintained  the  deepest  interest  in  Mt.  Vernon.  It  was  her 
work  that  enabled  me  to  secure  the  relics  from  Louisiana,  for 
her  influence  has  never  died  out  It  was  she  who  inspired  me 
with  the  desire  to  keep  alive  the  patriotic  feeling  in  the  rising 
generations.  The  last  conversation  I  had  with  her,  only  a  few 
months  before  her  death,  she  urged  me  to  keep  up  my  work 
among  the  school  children.  Ladies,  I  do  feel  the  Ladies'  Mount 
Vernon  Association  owes  as  gjeat  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Mrs. 
Margretta  S.  Morse  as  to  any  of  the  first  Vice-Regents. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts  reports  two  small  addi- 
tions to  the  Library.  A  framed  copy  of  the  Ulster  County 
Gazette,  containing  an  account  of  General  Washington's  death, 
presented  by  Miss  Comegys,  and  a  broadside  of  a  festival  given 
in  Sweden  on  Washington's  Birthday,  February  22,  1837,  printed 
in  Swedish. 

Also  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Davis,  one  of  the  collectors  for  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Association  in  1858,  given  by  Mr.  Andrew  McFar- 
land  Davis,  her  son. 

The  stun  of  $25  is  added  to  the  general  expense  fund. 

A.  M.  LONGFELLOW, 

Vice-Regent  for  Massachusetts. 
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MARYLAND  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Maryland  being  an  invalid,  has  been 
unable  to  take  active  interest  in  Mt  Vemoo  aflfairs  further  than 
distributing  reports,  principally  to  prominent  persons  in  her 
State,  in  the  hope  of  awakening  increased  interest  in  the  preser- 
vation of  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  extended  to  Maryland 
the  privilege  of  presenting  to  Mt  Vernon  the  plateau  used  at 
Mt.  Vernon  on  State  occasions. 

MRS.  E.  A.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


MICHIGAN  STATE  REPORT. 

The  past  year,  from  May  to  May,  has  been  marked  in  Michi- 
gan by  a  noticeable  awakening  of  interest  in  Mt  Vernon  and  the 
work  of  the  Association. 

In  October,  1894,  the  Vice-Regent  attended  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing of  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society,  and  gave  a  report  of 
the  Annual  Council  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  also  a  report  of  the 
receipt  and  expenditures  of  funds  contributed  by  the  Detroit 
Society.  On  this  occasion  Miss  Louise  Pitkin  presented  the 
Association  with  two  pieces  of  brocade  which  were  a  portion  of 
dresses  worn  by  Martha  Washington  on  her  wedding  day,  and 
the  day  following. 

In  October  the  Vice-Regent  paid  a  visit  to  Okeley  Institute  to 
give  the  young  ladies  of  the  school  a  talk  about  Mt  Vernon  and 
the  Association.  Okeley  Institute  is  located  at  Grand  Haven  on 
Lake  Michigan.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  are  the  principals  of 
the  school,  of  which  Bishop  Gillespie  has  the  general  direction. 
The  young  ladies  evinced  great  interest  in  Mt  Vernon  and  were 
eager  to  assist  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  in  their  work  of 
love  in  the  preservation  of  Washii^on's  Home.  A  box  of 
plants  that  was  sent  to  the  Institute  by  Mr.  Whelan  will  serve  to 
keep  Mt.  Vernon  in  mind. 

On  the  22d  of  February  the  Detroit  Mount  Vernon  Society 
gave  its  annual  Washington  Tea,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Fyie,  on 
Woodward  avenue.  The  house  was  beautifully  decorated  and 
the  ladies  wore  picturesque  last  century  costumes.  Plants  from 
Mt.  Vernon  were  sold,  also  Martha  Washington  china,  and  the 
"Maxims  of  Washington."  There  was  no  overcharging  nor 
importuning  to  buy,  and  yet  the  sum  of  $300  was  realized  from 
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the  entertainment.  It  was  a  votive  offering  and  was  gladly 
received  by  the  Society  in  evidence  of  the  patriotic  spirit  it  has 
fostered.  And  here  the  Vice-Regent  begs  leave  to  express  her 
appreciation  of  the  wise  and  able  manner  in  which  the  Detroit 
Society  is  managed  by  its  iM-esident,  Miss  Pitkin.  An  interesting 
colored  print,  illustrating  "The  origin  of  the  American  Flag" 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Edward  Butler  of  Detroit.  A  personal 
subscription  of  five  dollars  was  made  by  Miss  Rebecca  Richmond 
of  Grand  Rapids. 

Very  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Council  last  year  the 
earnest  search  for  the  "  lost  coach  "  was  rewarded  through  the 
zealous  interest  of  Mr.  Brownfield  of  Philadelphia,  who  not  only 
left  no  step  untaken  to  recover  the  Washingfton  coach,  but  gen- 
erously presented  it  to  the  Association. 

Expressage  on  Washington's  Coach $25 .00 

Iron  Gates  for  Coach  House 25 .00 

Expended  in  republishing  "  Maxims  of  Washington  "...   70.00 

Purchase  of  75  copies  of  Dr.  Slaughter's  Address 15.00 

Photographs  of  Coach  House  and  Georgia  Room 4.00 

Stove  for  Vice-Regent's  room  and  Spinning  House 18.00 

Appropriated  for  rose  plants  for  Greenhouse 12.00 

ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
Vice-Regent  for  Michigan, 

Note — A  generous  gift  of  $50  for  restoration  of  interior  of  Pohick 
Church  made  by  V.  R.  for  Mich,  proves  her  patriotic  interest  in  all  that 
relates  to  Washing^ton. — Secretary. 

MISSOURI  STATE  REPORT. 
The  Vice-Regent  for  Missouri  reports  the  gift  of  one  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Association,  to  be  used  for  any  restoration  deemed 
advisable.* 

CHRISTINE  BIDDLE  GRAHAM, 

Vice-Regent  for  Missouri. 

MINNESOTA  STATE  REPORT. 
No  collections  have  been  made  in  my  State  during  the  past 
year.    I  have  added  a  rag  carpet  to  the  Minnesota  bed  room 
and  a  gift  of  two  dollars  has  been  received  for  the  greenhouse. 
REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Vice-Regent  for  Minnesota, 

*A  part  of  this  generous  gift  was  appropriated  to  the  restoration  of  the 
garden  wall,  a  peculiar  feature  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  the  remainder  was 
tendered  to  the  contingent  fund. — Secretary. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  reports  the  distribution  of  a  large  number  of 
the  reports.  The  North  Carolina  room  is  indebted  for  a  valuable 
donation  of  two  Colonial  relics,  known  as  spoon  and  knife 
holders,  presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  McK  Nash,  Regent  for  North 
Carolina  of  the  D.  A.  R.'s,  Graham  Daves  and  others  of  New- 
bem.  North  Carolina,  grandchildren  of  Captain  John  Daves  of 
the  North  Carolina  Continental  Line,  who  served  during  the 
Revolution  under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Wash- 
ington. 

L.  H.  WALKER, 
Vice-Regent  for  North  Carolina, 

NEW  JERSEY  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey  reports  that  she  has  made  an 
eflfort  to  interest  the  people  of  her  State  in  Mt  Vernon  and  has 
inaugurated  several  ways  of  working  that  she  hopes  will  bear 
fruit  in  the  future.  From  the  children  of  the  public  school  in 
Princeton  she  has  received  $10.  From  the  Boudinot  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  $10.  From  other 
friends  $10.  Of  this  five  dollars  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Hill,  Vice- 
Regent  for  Colorado,  for  the  copies  of  the  Historical  Records  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Association.  The  remaining  $25  is  for  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Association.  The  Vice-Regent  hopes 
that  another  year  the  children  of  the  public  schools  throughout 
the  State  will  be  interested  in  this  work.  She  also  reports  a 
donation  of  blankets,  bureau  cover  and  other  articles  for  the 
New  Jersey  room. 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 

Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey, 

OHIO  STATE  REPORT. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  last  Council,  our  Regent  and 
Treasurer  paid  to  me  the  Ohio  money  which  had  been  deposited 
with  them,  amounting  to  $430.  Of  this  $230.39  had  been  col- 
lected by  my  predecessor  for  the  purchase  of  relics.  Our  Treas- 
urer also  had  transferred  to  me  the  certificates  of  five  shares  of 
stock  in  the  Cincinnati  Gas  and  Coke  Company.  Owing  to  the 
g^eat  depression  throughout  the  entire  country  and  the  many 
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calls  for  charity,  it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  make  any  special 
effort  to  raise  money  for  Mt  Vernon  during  the  past  year.  I 
have,  however,  collected  and  added  $112.37  to  the  above  amount 

The  complete  "  Record,"  also  many  of  the  reports  have  been 
sent  to  the  Historical  Society  of  Ohio.  Thus  far  it  has  been 
impossible  to  make  the  set  of  Mt.  Vernon  reports  complete. 

I  have  purchased  and  placed  in  the  (Ohio)  music  room  at  Mt 
Vernon  a  portrait  of  George  Washington  Parke  Custis,  which  is 
pronounced  by  his  descendants  to  be  a  very  striking  likeness. 

This  portrait  is  a  small  pencil  sketch  by  Hayler,  very  beauti- 
ful, and  in  its  finish  as  fine  and  exquisite  as  any  miniature.    It  is 
so  framed  that  the  signature  on  the  back  may  be  seen. 
MARY  LLOYD  PENDLETON, 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio, 

VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Pellet,  daughter  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Susan  Pellet,  who  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Ladies'  Association,  I  have  received  some  valuable  orig- 
inal manuscripts.  In  behalf  of  Miss  Pellet  I  now  present  them 
to  the  Council,  and  place  them  in  charge  of  the  Vice-Regent 
from  Delaware,  Qiairman  of  the  Record  Committee.  These 
papers  will  doubtless  prove  most  important  links  between  the 
present  and  the  earliest  history  of  this  Association.  They  are 
as  follows:  The  original  "Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union."  The  min- 
utes of  the  first  meeting  held  on  July  12th,  1854,  with  minutes  of 
the  earliest  meetings  of  the  State  and  Central  Committees. 
Appeals,  newspaper  articles,  and  many  valuable  letters  from  the 
first  Secretary,  Mrs.  Pellet.  Letters  from  Mr.  Edward  Everett, 
from  Miss  Cunningham  and  Mrs.  Ritchie,  and  many  others, 
between  the  years  1854  and  1859.  The  original  agreement 
between  J.  A.  Washington  and  Miss  Cunningham  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Mt  Vernon, — and  many  other  papers. 

I  have  also  given  into  charge  of  the  Record  Committee  a 
large  number  of  letters  and  manuscripts  committed  to  my  care 
by  our  much  beloved  Mrs.  Halsted,  late  Vice-Regent  for  new 
Jersey. 

I  have  distributed  a  large  number  of  reports  for  1894  in  Vir- 
ginia. EMMA  R.  BALL, 

Vice-Regent  for  Virginia, 
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TENNESSEE  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee  reports  no  collections  made 
in  her  State  this  year  owing  to  financial  depression  throughout 
the  State.  Reports  of  Mt.  Vernon  have  been  widely  distributed 
and  several  articles  published  by  the  Vice-Regent  telling  the 
noble  record  of  the  work  done  by  the  Association  for  Mt. 
Vernon. 

MARY  POLK  YEATMAN, 

Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  STATE  REPORT. 

The  Vice-Regent  has  only  to  report  that  a  large  painting,  pre- 
sented many  years  ago  to  the  Mt.  Vernon  Association  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Louisa  Washington,  an  honored  member  of  the  family 
of  "Harewood,"  Jefferson  County,  West  Virgfinia,  has  been 
beautifully  restored  and  framed  by  Mr.  Wi^lard  of  New  York 
only  at  cost  price,  and  is  to  be  again  placed  in  the  Mt.  Vernon 
mansion,  where  it  was  origfinally,  having  been  presented  by 
General  Washington  to  his  brother.  Col.  Samuel  Washington 
of  Harewood,  where  it  remained  for  nearly  a  century  until  gen- 
erously i)resented  by  Mrs.  Washington  to  Mt.  Vernon  through 
her  relative,  the  Vice-Regent  of  West  Virginia. 

Also  the  distribution  of  Mt  Vernon  reports  to  the  Governor 
and  Senators  of  West  Virginia,  and  to  the  editors  of  the  leading 
papers  in  cities  and  towns. 

The  Vice-Regent  contributed  a  large  bouquet  of  hyacinths  for 
decorating  the  tomb  on  the  22d  of  February.  The  flowers  were 
red,  white  and  blue,  the  national  colors.  To  the  rector's  library 
at  Pohick  Church  the  Vice-Regent  presented  about  fifty  volumes 
of  appropriate  books;  some  were  of  the  early  first  English 
edition.* 

A  contribution  of  five  dollars  to  the  Relic  Fund  from  Mr. 
Frederick  C.  Cohn  of  Chicago,  111. 

A  fine  collection  of  rare  bulbs  for  the  garden  were  presented 
to  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia,  by  Mr.  Burnett  Landreth 

*  This  gift  to  Pohick  Church  was  a  personal  donation  from  Vice-Regent 
for  West  Virginia,  as  Pohick  Church  is  in  no  wise  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Mt.  Vernon  Association,  but  has  always  been  an  interesting  object  for 
private  gifts. 
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of  Bristol,  Pa.,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion.   The  flowers  from  these  bulbs  were  uncommonly  beautifuL 
ELLA  BASSETT  WASHINGTON, 

Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  THE  Regent  and  Vice-Kegents  of  the  Mount  Vernok 
Ladies*  Association  of  the  Union: 

April  30,  1895. 

Ladies: — ^This  my  report  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1895, 
Arill  acquaint  you  with  all  transactions  of  the  estate  important 
and  otherwise,  under  my  direction  since  your  last  annual  meeting. 

Before  proceeding  with  my  statement  of  events  permit  me  to 
express  for  myself  and  the  employes  the  deep  regret  caused  by 
the  death  of  the  esteemed  Vice-Regent  for  Pennsylvania.  Her 
brief  connection  with  Mount  Vernon  affairs  impressed  every  one 
here  with  her  earnest  interest  in  our  work  and  her  enthusiasm 
always  encouraged  us.  As  soon  as  the  sad  news  was  received 
the  flag  was  lowered  and  was  flown  at  half-mast  until  the  date  of 
her  funeral. 

The  same  token  was  observed  in  honor  of  Dr.  Welling,  late 
of  the  Advisory  Board. 

The  year  has  been  fraught  with  discouraging  conditions  of 
weather  and  general  business.  A  tedious  drouth  last  summer,  a 
winter  of  unusual  severity,  depleted  travel  incident  to  financial 
depression  throughout  the  country,  all  seemed  to  conspire 
against  our  advantage,  but  I  trust  you  will  find  the  property  in 
satisfactory  order  notwithstanding. 

The  several  features  of  repair  and  improvement  covered  by 
Council's  official  instructions  have  had  my  best  attention  to  the 
proper  completion  of  work  in  hand. 

I  endeavored  to  economize  in  every  way  and  eliminated  from 
plans  of  improvement  any  features  that  could  consistently  be  left 
out,  only  retaining  what  was  absolutely  essential.  By  compar- 
ing last  year's  estimates  with  the  corresponding  items  in  my 
financial  statement  herewith  it  will  be  seen  that  in  nearly  every 
case  reductions  occurred. 
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One  item  of  imperative  necessity,  a  steam  pump  to  force  water 
from  the  river,  was  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  list  provided 
for  by  the  Finance  Committee.  As  the  repair  of  the  garden 
fence,  for  which  $400  was  appropriated,  was  far  less  urgent,  the 
Regent  du-ected  that  the  former  be  constructed  without  delay 
and  the  latter  was  postponed. 

STEAM  PUMP. 

A  most  important  addition  and  improvement  to  the  water 
system  was  effected  last  summer  by  extending  the  service  main 
to  the  river  and  locating  there  an  engine  for  forcing  water  up  to 
the  cisterns  and  tanks  near  the  mansion.  After  consulting  sev- 
eral experts  I  adopted  the  apparatus  recommended  by  Mr. 
d'Hertbum  Washington,  whose  experience  in  hydraulics  has 
become  well  known. 

A  twelve  horse-power  boiler  and  Worthington  duplex  pump 
were  purchased  in  New  York.  This  plant  was  completed  and 
put  in  successful  operation  August  i8th. 

This  gives  sufficient  power  to  fill  all  the  reservoirs  speedily  and 
head  enough  to  operate  four  strong  hose  streams  at  one  time. 
The  value  of  this  will  be  appreciated  when  I  tell  you  that  just 
prior  to  the  completion  of  the  engine  the  severe  drouth  so 
depleted  our  wells  and  springs  that  water  had  to  be  hauled  in 
tubs  from  the  river  to  supply  the  cisterns. 

EAST  PORTICO. 

The  defective  tin  roof  on  the  east  portico  was  carefully 
replaced  by  one  of  the  very  best  quality  of  tin  laid  with  standing 
seams  to  allow  for  contraction  and  expansion.  It  was  found 
necessary  also  to  make  extensive  repairs  to  the  valley  gutters 
on  the  mansion.  The  new  tin  work  was  properly  painted,  as 
also  the  ornamental  balustrade  on  front  of  portico. 

PAINTING  ROOFS. 

The  roofs  of  bam,  coach-house,  laundry,  smoke-house,  butler's 
house,  family  kitchen,  office,  post-office,  carpenter  shop,  spin- 
ning-house, ice-house,  servants'  quarters  and  smaller  buildings 
were  painted  thoroughly. 
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TOMB. 

The  special  improvements  at  the  tomb  were  accomplished. 
The  masonry  arch  of  the  vault  was  found  to  be  disintegrating 
from  faulty  material  used  in  jointing  the  brick.  The  old  work 
was  carefully  cleaned  off,  a  thin  covering  of  Portland  cement 
applied,  this  followed  by  an  impervious  coating  of  Neuchatel  to 
prevent  any  possible  penetration  of  moisture.  Upon  this  was 
constructed  a  four-inch  arch  of  artificial  stone  composed  of  Port- 
land cement,  sand  and  gjavel,  with  a  finishing  surface  of  cement 
concrete.  This  solid  work  is  permanent  and  guaranteed  to  be 
proof  against  any  change  of  weather. 

The  coping  of  the  brick  enclosure  of  the  vault  was  more  or 
less  dilapidated,  and  required  reconstruction  throughout.  I  used 
the  best  Portland  cement  to  relay  this  coping.  Some  cement 
work  inside  the  vestibule  was  also  renewed. 

The  usual  occasions  for  decorating  the  tomb  were  appropri- 
ately observed.  By  direction  of  Council  the  anniversary  of 
General  Washington's  death  [December  14th],  was  marked  by 
placing  the  flag  at  half-staff  and  arranging  about  the  sarcophagus 
emblems  in  flowers,  evergreens  and  immortelles. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia  sent  handsome  flowers  for 
February  22d. 

CULVERTS. 

I  asked  at  last  Council  for  an  appropriation  of  $50  to  purchase 
oak  flooring  wherewith  to  reconstruct  the  three  bridges  crossing 
water-courses  on  the  road  between  the  mansion  grounds  and  the 
west  lodge  gate.  I  concluded  to  substitute  culverts  of  vitrified 
terra  cotta  pipes  [24  inches  diameter]  and  form  the  road  solidly 
over  them,  thus  securing  a  permanent  improvement  costing  no 
more  than  the  temporary  bridges  of  wood.  This  the  Regent 
approved  and  the  work  was  accomplished. 

STOCK  SHED. 

The  shed  for  sheltering  cattle  and  implements  in  the  barn-yard 
was  constructed  by  our  men  when  not  on  guard  duty.  For  roof- 
ing this  structure  I  utilized  the  old  tin  roofing  removed  from  the 
east  portico  last  summer.  Dimensions  of  shed  are  80  feet  by  15 
feet.  ; 
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INSURANCE. 

Insurance  policies  were  renewed  for  a  term  of  three  years 
from  Jime  20,  1894,  the  same  being  arranged  through  Messrs. 
Wise  &  Co.,  agents,  Alexandria. 

In  consideration  of  our  increased  facilities  for  guarding  against 
accident  by  fire,  we  obtained  rates  a  fraction  less  than  those 
paid  for  the  preceding  term. 

The  details  are  as  follows: 

Mansion  $10,000 $125.00 

Office    500 6.25 

Kitchen    500 6.25 

Butler's  House 500 6.25 

Laundry  500 6.25 

Post  Office 500 6.25 

Spinning  House 500 6.25 

Stables    1,500 22.50 

Coach  House 250 3.75 

Five  Tenant  Houses. .     1,050 12.63 

Wharf  House 1,000 12.50 

Conservatory  and  Serv- 
ants' Quarters 3,500 43-75 

Plants   500 6.25 

Relics    1,000 15.00 

Paintings 1,500 37-  So 

Furniture   5,000 75  00 

Total $391-38 

MISCELLANEOUS  REPAIRS. 

Under  this  head  may  be  mentioned  the  boat  house  at  the 
wharf — ^partially  wrecked  by  storm — strengthening  timbers  and 
new  floor  constructed.  West  lodge  kitchen,  a  new  floor.  Brick 
steps  near  old  tomb,  pointed  with  cement  Engine  house  floor 
and  cellar  of  new  cabin  concreted.  Some  of  the  worst  rotted 
woodwork  in  greenhouse  renewed.  Steps  constructed  on  short- 
cut path  to  wharf.  Barn  steps  repaired.  Fences  and  gates 
repaired  and  painted.  The  Windsor  chairs  for  east  portico 
were  weather-worn  and  have  been  revarnished.  The  stock  of 
chairs  originally  purchased  for  the  lunch  room  are  made  service- 
able again  by  new  seats.  Fencing  and  outbuildings  have  been 
whitewashed.  Rastering  in  the  mansion  was  pointed  where 
required;  the  green-room  walls  were  kalsomined.     The  door 
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frames  on  the  second  and  third  floors  were  repainted.  "  Spare 
chamber,"  in  charge  of  Connecticut,  floor  colored.  Locks  of  all 
the  doors  have  been  put  in  order,  furniture  repaired  and  oiled, 
missing  knobs,  handles,  escutcheons,  etc.,  supplied,  curtains  and 
bed  hangings  laundered,  carpets  and  rug^  cleaned.  One  of  the 
rooms  in  the  butler's  house  was  replastered.  The  wells  on  the 
estate  have  been  cleaned  and  chimneys  scraped.  Drains  and 
cesspools  were  kept  clear,  roads  and  walks  graded  and  resurfaced 
where  much  worn  or  washed. 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 

For  supplying  photographic  views  of  Mt.  Vernon  I  purchased 
them  as  required  for  sale,  from  Mr.  Dillon,  of  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Amateur  photography  was  not  restricted.  The  privileges  thus 
granted  were  apparently  very  much  enjoyed  and  never  abused. 


GUIDE-BOOKS. 

As  authorized  by  Council,  Miss  Johnston  arranged  with  Mr. 
Whelan  for  the  sale  of  her  Guide  Book  at  his  flower  stand.  She 
allows  him  the  same  rate  of  commission  as  given  the  house- 
keeper for  selling  the  book  in  the  old  kitchen. 


TELEPHONE. 

Telephone  service  was  renewed  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1895,  2it  $200  per  annum,  the  same  rate  as  paid  before. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  California  kindly  insists  upon  continuing 
her  contribution  to  this  and  has  given  me  her  check  for  $200, 
to  pay  the  rental  for  1895. 


PROHIBITING  LUNCHES. 

The  order  of  Council  prohibiting  the  eating  of  lunches  at  Mt. 
Vernon  was  strictly  enforced,  but  with  much  difficulty.  Signs 
were  posted  at  our  gates  and  upon  the  wharf  at  Washington,  but 
in  spite  of  them  attempts  are  daily  made  by  visitors  to  evade  the 
rule. 
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VISITORS'  HOURS. 

The  hours  established  by  Council  for  opening  and  closing  the 
grounds  were  as  follows: — From  May  ist  to  October  31st,  11 
A.  M.  to  5  P.  M. 

From  November  ist  to  April  30th,  11  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M. 

KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS. 

The  visitation  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  last  August  fell  far 
short  of  the  most  conservative  calculations.  In  anticipation  of 
the  great  throngs  that  were  e3q)ected  the  transportation  lines 
increased  their  facilities  and  a  corps  of  efficient  glides  and 
guards  was  in  readiness  to  receive  them  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

The  largest  number  on  any  day  was  2,831,  and  for  the  week  a 
total  of  8489. 

The  usual  precautions  were  observed  to  prevent  overcrowding 
the  mansion.  Visitors  were  not  admitted  to  the  upper  floors 
except  when  it  was  found  possible  to  send  small  parties  at  a  time 
with  special  glides.  The  people,  as  a  rule,  were  very  orderly, 
and  no  damage  to  property  or  attempts  at  vandalism  were  dis- 
covered. 

FARM. 

The  usual  operations  of  the  farm  had  attention.  Last  sum- 
mer's drouth  was  more  severe  throughout  this  section  than 
experienced  for  many  years.  From  the  first  week  in  June  until 
the  first  week  in  August  there  was  no  rain,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  thin  upland  soil  was  baked  hard  and  young  crops 
greatly  retarded. 

Nine  acres  of  com  jdelded  but  154  bushels  of  ears,  and  one 
acre  of  early  potatoes  but  36  bushels.  Of  the  twenty  acres  in 
oats  I  cured  half  as  hay  for  the  horses,  the  balance  threshed  out 
210  bushels  of  grain.  Twenty-four  wagon  loads  of  clover  hay, 
four  of  timothy,  ten  of  oat  hay,  a  stack  of  com  fodder  and  a 
rick .  of  oat  straw  was  all  we  made  as  long  feed.  I  did  not 
attempt  ensilage  at  all,  the  prospects  for  its  growth  being  so 
unfavorable.  After  plowing  the  oat  stubble  (20  acres)  I  prepared 
it  for  rye.  Lime  was  applied  liberally  upon  that  portion  known 
as  the  tomib  lot  (four  acres),  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing it  and  deeming  the  method  too  expensive,  I  postponed 
liming  a  greater  area  until  better  arrangements  can  be  made. 
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In  drilling  the  rye  I  applied  two  tons  of  pure  raw  bone  fertilizer 
upon  seventeen  acres,  and  Florida  soft  phosphate  upon  the  bal- 
ance. This  is  the  first  real  improvement  the  land  has  had  and 
I  feel  confident  its  beneficial  effect  will  be  apparent  in  future 
yields. 

The  grass  lots  mowed  last  season  were  top-dressed  with  barn- 
yard compost  during  the  winter.  This  spring  I  sowed  red  clover 
on  the  rye  ground,  upon  twelve  acres  of  which  I  also  sowed 
orchard  grass  and  red  top,  and  upon  eight  acres  timothy  seed. 
Eight  acres  are  plowed  for  com  and  the  vista  to  west  lodge 
gate  cleared  and  plowed  for  the  same  purpose.  Last  year's  com 
ground  (9  acres)  I  plan  to  improve  this  season  by  growing  cow- 
peas  and  turning  them  under  to  enrich  the  depleted  soil. 

The  com  and  oat  grain  lasted  the  horses  and  deer  until  Feb- 
mary  28th,  since  which  date  I  have  had  to  purchase  sufficient 
provender  monthly. 

Because  of  the  shortness  of  our  crops  and  wishing  to  avoid 
buying  hay,  I  suggested  to  the  Regent  the  advisability  of  selling 
some  of  the  least  desirable  cows.  There  were  two  yoimg  cows 
that  were  very  indifferent  milkers,  and  three  old  cows— one  a 
cripple — ^which  did  not  pay  for  their  keep  and  were  therefore 
sold;  they  fetched  $72.81. 

LIVE  STOCK. 

We  have  now  five  young  milch  cows,  one  heifer,  one  bull,  five 
horses  and  nine  deer. 

The  vegetable  garden  has  been  utilized  again  for  potatoes. 
Attention  was  gfiven  the  fmit  trees  and  grape  vines  at  the  proper 
time  for  priming  them.  Hedges,  shade  trees  and  ornamental 
shrubs  have  been  trimmed  as  usual. 

Poplars,  catalpas  and  buckeyes  were  transplaiited  from  nursery 
to  points  along  the  lane  leading  to  the  railroad  gate.  From  the 
woods  I  transplanted  many  laurel  bushes  and  vines  on  the  hill- 
side below  tomb  and  to  fill  blank  spaces  near  garden  gate.  Such 
evergreens  as  box  and  euonymus  were  badly  blighted  by  the 
severe  frosts  of  the  past  winter. 

From  Landreth  &  Bros.,  of  Philadelphia,  were  received  assort- 
ments of  bulbs,  presented  through  the  Vice-Regent  for  West 
Virgfinia  and  used  at  the  greenhouse. 
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ICE. 

Advantage  was  taken  last  winter  of  the  opportunity  to  store  a 
supply  of  ice  for  refrigerating  purposes.  This  was  cut  from  the 
river. 

Some  repairs  to  the  interior  of  the  ice-house  were  made  prior 
to  filling  it. 

Ice  gorges  in  the  river  prevented  the  boat  running  from  Feb- 
ruary 4th  to  February  28th. 

Snow  drifts  stopped  the  cars  February  7th,  and  travel  was  not 
resumed  until  February  12.  Heavy  snow-falls  were  frequent 
and  necessitated  much  labor  in  keeping  the  roads  and  walks 
clear. 

GIFTS. 

The  "  Washington  plateau,"  presented  by  the  Vice-Regent  for 
Maryland,  has  attracted  much  attention  and  favorable  comment. 
A  suitable  case,  or  cover  of  glass,  was  made  to  protect  it  and  its 
position  upon  the  table  in  the  banquet  hall  affords  visitors  ample 
facility  for  close  inspection. 

It  was  exhibited  for  the  first  time  on  February  22. 

From  Miss  McFadden,  of  Washington,  were  received  two  new 
flags,  one  nine  feet  by  twelve  feet,  the  other  twelve  feet  by 
twenty  feet.  Our  stock  of  bunting  was  well  nigh  worn  out 
when  these  ensigns  arrived.  The  small  flag  we  fly  daily,  reserv- 
ing the  larger  one  for  special  occasions. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Havemeyer  of  New  York  sent  three  very  interest- 
ing documents  bearing  upon  the  title  to  that  part  of  General 
Washington's  estate  afterwards  known  as  Woodlawn.  Two  of 
these  old  papers  are  deeds  of  the  year  1739. 

Two  gentlemen  of  patriotic  inclinations  contributed  to  the 
General  Fund  recently.  On  March  14th,  Mr.  Henry  R.  Reed, 
of  Boston,  gave  $30,  and  from  Mr.  John  B.  Manning,  of  New 
York,  a  check  for  $10  was  received  a  few  days  later. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Reed  also  contributed  to  the 
fund  one  year  ago. 

As  authorized  by  Council,  the  inscriptions  upon  the  Conrad 
monument  were  completed,  according  to  the  directions  gfiven 
personally  by  Mrs.  Charles  Conrad,  June  27,  1894. 

From  Mr.  Robert  L.  Brownfield,  of  Philadelphia,  the  "  Wash- 
ington carriage  "  was  received  July  3d  and  placed  in  the  coach 
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house,  where  it  was  exhibited  for  the  first  time  July  4th.  The 
story  of  the  recovery  of  this  ancient  rehc  through  Mr.  Brown- 
field's  persevering  energy  is  a  most  interesting  one. 

SWAMP  IMPROVEMENT. 

At  the  request  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  California,  and  at  her 
expense,  the  swamp  work  was  resumed  last  November.  The 
entire  area  was  cleared  again  of  its  rank  growth  of  weeds  and 
sprouts,  and  the  largest  portion  fenced  with  wire  and  utilized  as 
a  meadow  for  our  live  stock.  During  the  winter  when  work  was 
possible,  the  men  deepened  and  extended  the  ditches,  dug  out 
hundreds  of  stumps  and  grubbed  tree  roots  from  the  roughest 
ground.  About  three  acres  had  dried  sufficiently  to  admit  of 
cultivation  and  the  preliminary  plowing  has  been  done  already. 
Some  of  the  low  ground  has  been  filled  with  earth  carted  from 
an  adjoining  hill  and  is  that  much  accomplished  toward  per- 
manent improvement.  Looking  to  the  more  extensive  work  in 
effectually  reclaiming  that  portion  of  the  swamp  subject  to  over- 
flow, I  had  a  careful  survey  made  of  the  river  front  to  ascer- 
tain accurately  by  soundings  and  borings  the  character  and 
depth  of  foimdations  required  for  the  proposed  sea-wall  and 
dyke. 

Mr.  John  B.  Duncklee,  a  civil  engineer  of  long  practical  expe- 
rience under  the  Government  with  Potomac  river  improvements, 
devised  plans  and  estimates  which  were  accepted  by  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  California  and  approved  by  the  Regent. 

Contracts  were  made  for  a  wall  of  stone  and  cement  masonry 
300  feet  long,  6  feet  high  and  3  feet  base,  to  be  built  upon  pile 
foundations  and  furnished  with  proper  tide-gates  to  drain  the 
swamp  at  low  tide  and  prevent  high  tides  from  overflowing  the 
meadow.  This  work  is  now  in  course  of  construction  under  the 
personal  direction  of  Mr.  Duncklee.  When  finished,  a  dyke 
embankment  will  be  formed  back  of  the  wall  by  excavating  the 
mud  from  in  front  of  it  and  laying  it  over  by  means  of  a  clam 
dredge. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  repairs  I  would  suggest  as  essential  to  be  made  this  sea- 
son are,  first: 
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GARDEN  WALLS. 

This  was  estimated  for  last  year  upon  a  plan  to  renew  the 
heavy  timber  coping  sills,  which  have  so  rotted  that  the  fencing 
upon  top  of  it  is  in  precarious  condition  and  is  only  held  in  posi- 
tion by  temporary  props  I  have  adopted  for-  that  purpose. 
Instead  of  using  for  the  coping,  wood  that  in  a  few  years  will  rot 
again,  more  substantial  material,  such  as  stone  or  brick,  should 
be  used  if  possible. 

Iron  rods  anchored  in  the  walls  at  each  pier  will  give  proper 
support  to  the  fence  posts.  The  cost  of  a  stone  coping  is  esti- 
mated at  $1,050;  one  of  brick  at  $400. 

The  paling  fence  resting  on  the  wall  will  require  overhauling, 
the  cost  of  which  cannot  be  accurately  reckoned  in  advance  but 
may  be  estimated  approximately  at  $100. 

STABLES. 

Extensive  repairs  are  required  at  the  stables,  llie  stalls, 
racks,  mangers  and  floors  should  be  renewed,  better  drainage 
arranged  and  harness  cases  supplied. 

Lumber,  say $50.00 

Brick  and  cement 50.00 

Labor 50.00 

Coachman's  cabin  25 .00 

Dayton  Wagon  25 .00 


IRON  GATES,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA  AND 
ILLINOIS  ROOMS. 

To  afford  visitors  better  opportunity  to  view  the  interiors  of 
the  west  parlor,  sitting  room  and  family  dining  room,  it  is  advis- 
able that  iron  gates  such  as  now  open  from  the  central  hall,  be 
substituted  for  the  wooden  gates  at  the  rear  doors.  These  will 
cost  $15  each. 

WALL  PAPER. 

The  wall  paper  in  the  hallway  near  General  Washington's 
room  has  been  patched  until  it  is  unsightly.  If  possible  to  find 
paper  of  such  ancient  pattern  this  should  all  be  replaced. 

[3Sl 
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The  employes  I  must  commend  for  the  faithful  and  watchful 
assistance  they  render  me. 

This  is  the  tenth  year  of  my  stewardship  and  I  trust  you  will 
discover  that  my  zeal  for  Mount  Vernon  continues  without 
abatement 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  HARRISON  H.  DODGK 

Resident  Secretary  and  Superintendent  Mount  Vernon. 

GARDENER'S  REPORT. 

Ladies: — ^I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  greenhouse  and 
garden  for  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1895. 

Total  Receipts .$518.65 

Expenditures  by  Gardener 10.05 

Cash  to  Supt $508.60 

The  season  has  been  unpropitious  for  out-door  work,  and 
hence  I  fear  the  garden  does  not  present  the  attractive  appear- 
ance as  at  last  Council.  I  regjet  exceedingly  that  you  will  not 
be  able  to  see  and  enjoy  the  niunbers  of  lilies  of  various  kinds 
which  I  have  planted  this  year.  The  winter  was  an  unusually 
severe  one,  and  as  you  will  observe  the  boxwood  hedge  suflFered 
somewhat,  but  I  am  in  hopes  will  recover  to  a  very  great  extent. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Baker  and  Mrs.  Rathbone  for  plants 
sent,  and  to  Mrs.  Washington,  for  a  fine  box  of  bulbs — ^hya- 
cinths, tulips,  etc.,  from  Landreth  of  Philadelphia.  The  interest 
taken  in  the  greenhouse  and  garden  by  Mrs.  Washington  is 
unflagging,  and  I  desire  thus  to  express  my  gratitude. 

To  the  kind  assistance  and  hearty  cooperation  of  the  Super- 
intendent I  am  indebted  for  whatever  success  I  may  have  had 
in  the  management  of  my  department. 

I  would  respectfully  request  an  appropriation  of  $100  for  nec- 
essary repairs  and  stock. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANKLIN  A.  WHELAN,  Gardener, 

Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  May  19,  1895. 


MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1895.  29 

STATEMENT  OF  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS,  TREASURER 
MOUNT  VERNON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

1894.  Receipts. 

May  10.  Balance  as  per  Report $  378.85 

Receipts  from  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 10,957.20 

Receipts  from  Steamboat  Co 7>792.77 

McGill  interest  500.00 

Donation,  Mrs.  Hill 67.00 

Cincinnati  Gas  Co.  dividend 12.50 

$19,708.32 
1894.  Disbursements. 

May  29.  Check  of  Regent  %  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt $  841 .00 

31.  "  "         .          "                 "    496.54 

June  12.  "  "      Traveling  expenses   679.15 

18.  "  "      H.  H,  Dodge,  Supt 159.00 

18.  "  "                 "                 "    60.00 

19.  "  "                 "                 "    691.38 

21.  "  "      Nat.  Safe  Deposit  Co 15.00 

27.  "  "      H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 851.00 

30.  "  "  "  "    485-17 

July  28.        "  "  "  "    851.00 

Aug.  3.        "  "      Jas.  Young,  Ass't  Supt 229.26 

I.  "  "  ElizabethB.  A.  Rathbone..        10.00 

13.  "  "  Miss  Pendleton,  V.  R 430.00 

18.  "  "  Tuttle,  Morehouse  &  Taylor     151.10- 

31,  "  "  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 851.00 

31.  "  "       "       "  1,000.84 

Sept.29.   "      "       "       "  651.00 

29.  "      "       "       "  607.20 

Oct.  26.   "      "       "       "  851.00 

31.  "  "  "  "  830.20 

Nov.  15.  "  "  "  "  175.00 

30.  "  "  "  "  851.00 

30.  "  "  "  "  356.92 

Dec.2i.  "  "  "  "  851.00 

1895. 

Jan.  5.  "  "  "  "  366.29 

28.  "  "  "  "  851.00 

Feb.  4.  "  "  "  "  192.16 

Mar.  I.  "  "  "  "  851.00 

6.    "      "       "       "  181.83 

15.    "      "       "       "  75-00 

30.    "      "       "       "  851.00 
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April  5.  Check  of  Regent ^  H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 240.03 

18.        "               "         Thos.  H.  Barber     50.00 

30.        "               "         H.  H.  Dodge,  Supt 851 .00 

"      743-95 

$18428.02 
May  10.  Balance  on  hand $  1,280.30 

ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1894.  Receipts. 

May  10.  Balance  as  per  Report $1,667.03 

June  15.  Donation,  Mrs.  Townsend 50.00 

Mrs.  Hearst 50.00 

Mrs.  Hill  50.00 

Mrs.  Qiarlton 11 .00 

Mrs.  Leiter  25.00 

29.          Mrs.  Richardson 50.00 

U.  S.  4 ^,  interest 372.00 

U.  S.  6  ^,  interest 60.00 

Portland  &  Rochester  R.  R.  dividends 18.00 

Interest,  St.  Paul  School  District , . .  225.00 

Omaha  District 250.00 

June 29.          County  of  Licking,  Ohio 300.00 

Witmer  &  Duvall 125 .00 

Pearson    200.00 

Roderick    250.00 

Shea    220.00 

Hamilton    60.00 

1895.  

May  10.  Balance  on  hand $3,983 .03 

(Signed)  E.  FRANCIS  RIGGS, 

Treasurer, 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  a  faithful  examina- 
tion of  the  Regent's  carefully  prepared  financial  statement,  and 
of  all  checks,  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  past  year,  and  finds  them 
clear,  correct  and  concise.  The  Committee  has  also  compared 
the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Superintendent,  includ- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  Purser  and  of  the  Gardener,  and  reports 
them  as  entirely  accurate  and  satisfactory. 


MOUNT  VEJEINON  LADIES'  ASSOCIATION,  1895.         3i 

Total  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year $iQ>7o8.32 

Total  expenses    18,428.02 

Balance  on  hand  May  ist,  1895 $  1,280.30 

Interest  on  Endowment  Fund 3>983.03 


APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE  OF  SUITABLE  APPRO- 
PRIATIONS FOR  COMING  YEAR. 

Pay  roll  $10,260.00 

Dick  Broadus,  disabled  employee 312.00 

Coal    500.00 

Pew  rent  at  Pohick  Chiu-ch 60.00 

Regent's  and  Secretary's  expenses 300.00 

Office  Expenses  of  Secretary  of  Council 50.00 

To  Gardener  100.00 

Repairs  to  stables , 150.00 

Repairs  to  Coachman's  cabin 25 .00 

Repairs  to  wagon 25 .00 

Repairs  to  Peale's  portrait 90.00 

Iron  gates  to  three  rooms 45 .00 

Lime  100.00 

Extension  ladders   70.00 

Servants   50.00 

For  cow  stables 100.00 

Chairs  for  Council  use 100.00 

Tables 25 .00 

$12,362.00 
EMMA  R.  BALL,  Acting  Chairman. 
IDA  A.  RICHARDSON, 
L.  H.  WALKER. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FURNITURK 

There  is  nothing  to  report  beyond  the  very  complete  list  of 
furniture  which  was  made  last  year  by  Mrs.  Lippincott,  who  took 
so  much  interest  in  seeing  that  everjrthing  included  in  furniture 
of  mansion  was  kept  in  proper  order. 

As  I  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  just  before 
leaving  last  year,  and  there  is  no  record  of  repairs  made,  I  am 
unable  to  report  what  has  already  been  done. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 

Chairman  of  Furniture  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  TOMB  COMMITTEE. 

The  necessary  repairs  suggested  by  your  Committee  at  last 
Council  for  the  perfect  preservation  of  the  interior  of  the  tomb 
and  of  the  vault  in  rear  has  been  sucessfully  carried  out.  An 
estimate  of  the  cost  was  desired  but  could  not  be  pven  until  the 
extent  of  the  damages  could  be  ascertained. 

Your  Committee  authorized  the  Superintendent  to  execute 
proposed  plan. 

The  work  seems  well  and  permanently  done. 

The  old  tomb  is  in  good  order  and  is  a  picturesque  feature  in 
the  lawn. 

The  recommendation  of  one  of  your  Committee,  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  West  Virginia,  that  there  should  be  an  appropriate 
decoration  of  the  tomb  on  the  anniversary  of  Washington's 
death,  the  14th  of  December,  was  fittingly  carried  out  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Association  addi- 
tional flags  were  offered  for  the  usual  decoration  on  the  22d  of 
February. 

(Signed)  LETITIA  H.  WALKER,  Chairman, 

ELLA  BASSETT  WASHINGTON, 
ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 
REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU. 

REPORT  OF  FARM  COMMITTEE 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  I  have  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

From  what  the  Superintendent  explains  and  reports  show, 
little  has  been  done  in  past  years  to  substantially  improve  the 
land.  The  nature  of  the  soil  is  poor  and  thin  and  will  not  justify 
the  use  of  high  grade  commercial  fertilizers,  which  stimulate  but 
do  not  permanently  improve  the  land.  The  application  of 
Florida  soft  phosphates  two  years  ago  upon  12  acres  has  proved 
a  more  successful  experiment,  and  its  continued  use  is  sug- 
gested both  for  the  vegetable  garden  and  the  field.  There  are 
about  50  acres  open  for  cultivation,  all  uplands,  which  are  not 
fertile  and  which  have  been  depended  upon  for  crops  and  pas- 
turage for  the  stock.  When  the  rankness  of  the  alluvial  deposit 
of  the  swamp  land  has  been  subdued  by  cultivation  it  may  be 
reserved  for  permanent  pasture.    The  possibilities  of  the  strip 
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of  land  and  the  improved  condition  of  the  fields  and  meadows 
are  sufficiently  encouraging  to  warrant  a  plan  for  establishing 
here  a  more  profitable  dairy.  With  better  stock  and  better 
appliances,  intelligent  care  and  fairly  good  pasture,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  profits  of  the  farming  interests  of 
Mount  Vernon  may  be  increased  at  least  to  a  self-supporting 
basis. 

MARY  POLK  YEATMAN, 

Vice-Regent  for  Tennessee. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GUIDE-BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  have  examined  the  guide-book  and  marked 
the  necessary  emendations  and  corrections  and  new  names  for 
insertion  in  the  next  edition. 

JENNIE  MEEKER  WARD, 

Chairman  Guide-Book  Committee, 
ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW. 

REPORT  OF  THE  RECORD  COMMITTEE. 

The  work  of  the  Record  Committee  for  the  past  year  has  been 
the  careful  examination  of  the  papers  received  from  the  executor 
of  our  lamented  Vice-Regent  for  New  Jersey,  Mrs.  Halsted. 
They  cover  the  period  from  1868  to  1891  and  form  a  chronicle  of 
events  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  Association  which  will 
prove  a  valuable  source  of  information  to  the  future  historian  of 
Mount  Vernon.  We  have  in  addition  received  through  the 
Vice-Regent  for  Virginia,  a  very  valuable  collection  of  letters, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Association  in  Rich- 
mond, July  12,  1854,  and  of  meetings  of  the  state  and  central 
committees — ^presented  by  Miss  Susan  L.  Pellett,  daughter  of 
the  first  secretary  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Association.  Also  a 
large  package  of  letters  which  Mrs.  Halsted  gave  into  Mrs. 
Ball's  keeping  a  few  years  ago,  which  will  be  duly  examined 
before  the  meeting  of  next  Council.  Mr.  Havemeyer  of  New 
York  has  presented  to  our  Regent  a  number  of  papers,  including 
a  statement  of  Col.  George  Mason,  of  Gunston — date  April  29, 
1805 — concerning  proof  of  title  to  estate  of  Woodlawn — ^and  the 
title  deeds  of  Zephaniah  Wade  to  I.  Brown— date  Dec.  14,  1739. 
Also  letters  from  Timothy  Green  to  executors  of  General  George 
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Washington  and  Mrs.  Martha  Washington,  and  bills  and 
vouchers  for  erection  of  second  vault  in  1835.  Copies  of  two 
letters  written  in  1857  to  John  A.  Washington  from  committee 
of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Society,  regarding  resolutions 
to  petition  Congress  to  purchase  Mount  Vernon  for  a  national 
institution  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture.  From  the  Vice- 
Regent  for  Massachusetts  a  package  of  papers  which  belonged 
to  Mrs.  Davis,  lady  manager  under  the  first  Vice-Regent,  Mrs. 
Greenough,  date  i860— concerning  work  done  in  Worcester 
County,  Massachusetts. 

Papers  of  the  first  Vice-Regent  for  Louisiana,  Mrs.  Morse, 
together  with  a  statement  of  her  work,  written  by  her  daughter, 
received  through  Mrs.  Richardson. 

(Signed)  HARRIET  C.  COMEGYS, 

SUSAN  K  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 

JENNIE  M.  WARD. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Library  Committee  have  examined  the  books  on  the 
shelves  and  find  them  in  perfect  condition. 

They  have  made  some  slight  alterations  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  books  and  have  added  the  following  volumes: 

Historical  Register  of  the  Centennial  Exposition. 
Laws  of  the  United  States  printed  in  1796,  containing  the 
Constitution  and  acts  of  sessions  of  the  First,  Second  and  Third 
Congresses.    Presented  by  Miss  Comegys. 
Medallic  portraits  of  Washington. 
Engraved  portraits  of  Washington. 
Itinerary  of  Washington,  presented  by  Mr.  Avery. 
Washington  Day  by  Day,  presented  by  Miss  Johnston,  com- 
piler. 

(Signed)  ALICE  M.  LONGFELLOW,  Chairman. 

HELEN  F.  CONOVER, 
MARY  P.  YEATMAN. 

GARDEN  AND  GREENHOUSE  REPORT. 

Your  Committee  have  to  report  the  very  satisfactory  condition 
of  garden  and  greenhouses. 
The  flowers  are  most  flourishing.    Unfortunately  the  beau- 
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tiful  box  hedge  was  much  damaged  by  the  intense  cold  of  last 
winter. 

Care  and  skill  have  been  lavished  upon  it  and  it  will  soon 
regain  its  vigor  and  beauty.  Your  Committee  ejndorse  the 
gardener's  request  for  an  appropriation  of  $100  for  the  purchase 
of  stock  plants,  expenses  of  stage  repairs,  etc. 

MARY  LLOYD  PENDLETON, 

Vice-Regent  for  Ohio, 

(Only  member  of  committee  present) 

Request  granted. 

REPORT  OF  TREES  AND  SHRUBS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Vice-Regent  for  Florida  reports,  in  the  a-bsence  of  the 
chairman  on  "  Trees  and  Shrubs,"  that  the  Committee  have  gone 
carefully  over  the  grounds,  find  no  trees  entirely  destroyed,  but 
several  of  the  old  trees  much  scarred  by  lightning  and  storm; 
she  would  offer  a  resolution  that  with  an  eye  to  their  natural 
decay  it  would  be  well  if  each  Regent  and  Vice-Regent  at  the 
suitable  season  planted  a  tree  peculiar  to  her  own  State,  thus 
keeping  up  Washington's  example  by  introducing  variety  in  the 
foliage  on  his  grounds.  We  noticed  the  slow  growth  of  the 
Cambridge  elm,  and  think  all  moisture  in  dry  season  must  be 
lost  by  its  position  on  the  mound. 

The  weeds  noticed  in  lower  lawn  are  the  wild  onions  which  the 
gardener  finds  it  almost  impossible  to  eradicate,  as  long  as  these 
continued  rains  prevent  constant  weeding. 

F.  G.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  for  Florida. 
ALICE  HILL,  Vice-Regent  for  Colorado. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MANSION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  finds  the  roof  of  the  east  portico  has  been 
retinned  and  painted.  Valley  gutters  of  the  mansion  repaired 
and  balustrades  painted.  Doorways  and  chair  boards  on  second 
and  third  floors,  also  stairways  leading  from  second  to  third  floors 
painted.  The  green  room  has  been  kalsomined,  half-way  west  of 
library  replastered,  floor  in  Connecticut  room  stained.  The  locks 
of  all  doors  examined  and  repaired,  furnace  overhauled  and 
repaired.  It  is  advised  by  your  Committee  that  the  wall  paper 
in  the  hall  leading  to  Washington's  bedroom  be  renewed  if  a 
similar  pattern  of  paper  can  be  found.    We  must  call  attention 
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of  Council  to  the  necessity  of  replacing  the  silver  bracket  lamps 
in  the  banqueting  hall  where  they  stood  during  Washington's 
life-time.  In  donating  them  to  Mount  Vernon  Mrs.  Charles 
Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  made  this  request  as  to  their  disposition. 
(Signed)  MARY  T.  BARNES,  Chairman. 

REBECCA  B.  FLANDRAU, 
ALICE  HILL, 
E.  A.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
HARRIET  C  COMEGYS. 

REPORT  OF  PRESS  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  Association's  year  the  Press  Committee  has  been 
active  in  disseminating  information  concerning  Mount  Vernon 
and  the  work  of  the  Association.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee have  furnished  the  data  of  several  historical  sketches  of 
Mount  Vernon  and  the  Association  to  the  editor  of  the  Rich- 
mond Times;  to  Miss  Kate  Fields;  for  the  Woman's  Christmas 
edition  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  News;  the  Denver  Republican; 
the  Detroit  Free  Press;  the  Woman's  Washington  News  for 
May  18,  1895.  In  addition  to  these,  short  items  and  notices  of 
special  interest  have  been  sent  to  New  York  papers  and  other 
leading  papers  throughout  the  country.  Through  the  efforts  of 
members  of  the  Committee  two  books  have  likewise  been  pub- 
1  lished  during  the  year.     One  of  these,  the  Mount  Vernon  Rec- 

ords, which  was  carefully  collated  by  Mrs.  Hill,  furnished  much 
needed  information  concerning  the  Mount  Vernon  work  from 
its  brilliant  inception  and  organization  through  the  dark  days  of 
depression,  which  followed — ^to  its  present  day  of  prosperitj' 
and  fulfillment.  The  republication  of  the  "  Maxims  of  Wash- 
ington," undertaken  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Bishop  Coxe, 
the  committee  feels  assured  will  do  a  good  work,  and  that  Wash- 
ington's words  of  wisdom  will  commend  themselves. 

The  Committee  requests  the  Regent  and  Vice-Regents  to  send 
them  during  the  coming  year  a  notice  of  any  incident  of  interest 
relating  to  Mount  Vernon  of  which  they  would  like  the  public 
to  be  informed  through  the  press. 

(Signed)  ELIZABETH  B.  A.  RATHBONE, 

EMMA  R.  BALL, 
ABBEY  R.  WINDER, 
ALICE  HILL. 
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REPORT  OF  RELIC  COMMITTEE. 

The  Relic  Committee  have  to  report  that  the  relics  in  the 
cases  in  the  mansion  are  in  good  condition;  the  perishable  ones 
in  particular  having  been  carefully  attended  to,  are  unchanged 
in  appearance  and  in  good  keeping.  There  are  no  especial 
additions  to  the  relics  to  report,  but  the  chairman  has  had  an 
etching  likeness  of  Washington  done  by  the  artist  of  the  Century 
Magazine  framed  in  oak  to  put  in  a  fitting  place.  The  likeness 
was  done  in  black  floss  silk  stitching  on  white  satin  by  Row- 
linda  Sharpless,  dat^hter  of  the  artist,  James  Sharpless,  who 
took  a  likeness  from  life  of  Washington.  It  was  this  likeness 
his  daughter  copied  in  embroidery  and  which  has  been  appro- 
priately framed.  The  large  landscape  painting,  already  alluded 
to  in  the  Vice-Regent's  State  Report,  is  a  relic  of  Mount  Vernon, 
having  once  hung  in  the  mansion  house  and  been  presented  by 
General  Washington  to  his  youngest  brother.  Col.  Samuel  Wash- 
ington, of  Harewood  House,  where  it  remained  for  nearly  a 
century  until  presented  to  Mount  Vernon  by  the  venerable  and 
honored  widow  of  Dr.  Walter  Washington,  a  g^randson  of  Col. 
Samuel  Washington,  to  whom  the  painting  was  given. 

The  chairman  remembering  that  there  had  been  several  photo- 
graphs left  of  those  taken  of  the  Washington  bust  for  Mrs. 
Laughton,  they  were  found  by  the  Superintendent,  giving  three 
different  views  of  the  face  and  head.  It  does  not  seem  necessary 
to  take  any  others.  Chairman  of  Committee  asks  Council  if  it 
is  desired  to  have  the  bust  restored  as  advised  by  the  Curator  of 
Corcoran  Art  Gallery  for  its  permanent  preservation? 

(Signed)         ELLA  BASSETT  WASHINGTON,  Chairman. 
EMMA  R.  BALL,  Vice-Regent  Virginia. 
FANNY  G.  BAKER,  Vice-Regent  Florida. 
A.  R.  WINDER,  Vice-Regent  New  Hampshire. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

We  suggest  that  in  future  before  the  Committees  make  their 
report  that  the  by-laws  governing  the  working  of  the  com- 
mittees shall  be  read,  so  that  the  ladies  may  thoroughly  under- 
stand their  duties  and  make  proper  reports,  and  that  as  two  new 
committees  have  been  added  to  those  formerly  in  existence, 
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that  by-laws  for  their  governing  be  added  to  those  adopted  in 
1890  as  follows: 

(Signed)  IDA  M.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 

A.  R.  WINDER. 

Seconded  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  Connecticut  and  adopted. 

That  the  following  words  be  erased  in  by-law  governing  the 
"  Committee  on  Mansion  and  Building: " 

"  This  committee  shall  also  have  authority  in  consultation  with 
the  Regent  to  exclude  articles  of  all  kinds  which  are  at  variance 
with  the  original  arrangement  of  the  house." 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FURNITURE. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee  in  cpnsultation  with  the 
Regent  to  receive  or  reject  all  furniture,  pictures,  and  relics 
given  or  loaned  to  this  Association. 

It  is  also  their  duty  to  hand  the  relics  to  the- Relic  Committee, 
and  to  see  to  the  proper  placing  of  all  furniture  and  pictures, 
having  taken  list  of  same. 

committee;  on  farm. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  devise  and  bring 
before  Council  the  best  and  most  practical  plan  for  making  the 
farming  products  of  Mount  Vernon  more  remunerative  and  the 
farm  more  self-supporting. 

IDA  A.  RICHARDSON,  Chairman. 
A.  R.  WINDER. 

The  Regent  announced  her  committees  for  1895-1896: 

Finance — Mrs.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Rathbone. 

Mansion  Committee — Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Hill, 
Miss  Comegys,  Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

Tomb  Committee — Mrs.  Walker,  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs. 
Rathbone,  Mrs.  Flandrau,  Mrs.  Goldsborough. 

Library  Committecr— Miss  Longfellow,  Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs. 
Hearst,  Mrs.  Conover,  Miss  Yeatman. 

Relics  Committee — Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Wood- 
ward, Mrs.  Winder,  Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Baker. 

Garden  and  Greenhouse  Committee — Mrs.  Pickens,  Mrs. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Leiter,  Miss  Pendleton,  Mrs. 
Graham. 
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Records  Committee — Mis3  Comeg^s,  Mrs.  Hudson,  Mrs. 
Ward. 

Grounds  and  Shrubs  Committee — Mrs.  Leiter,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
King,  Mrs.  Baker,  Mrs.  Clarkson. 

Furniture  of  Mansion  Committee — Mrs.  Conover,  Mrs. 
Wilder,  Miss  Pendleton,  Mrs.  Graham,  Miss  Amy  Townsend. 

Guide-Book  Committee — Mrs.  Ward,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss 
Longfellow. 

Committee  on  By-Laws — Mrs.  Richardson,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs. 
Winder. 

Committee  on  Farm — Mrs.  Hearst,  Mrs.  Pickens,  Miss  Yeat- 
man. 

Parliamentary  Rules  Committee — Mrs.  Sweat,  Mrs.  Hill,  Mrs. 
Ward. 

Press  Committee — Mrs.  Rathbone,  Mrs.  Ball,  Mrs.  Winder, 
Mrs.  Hill. 

The  accompanying  resolution  of  the  Vice-Regent  for  Louisi- 
ana, Mrs.  Richardson,  is  worthy  of  especial  attention,  as  it 
marks  the  constant  and  persistent  effort  of  the  Mt  Vernon 
Association  to  disseminate  a  knowledge  of  Washington  through 
the  public  schools. 

Resolved,  That  the  Mount  Vernon  Association  of  the  Union 
offer  annually  a  medal  to  each  State  for  the  best  essay  from  a 
member  of  the  High  School  or  a  member  of  the  Junior  class  of  a 
college  or  university  of  the  State,  the  subject  for  essay  to  be 
annually  chosen  by  Council,  on  the  character  of  Washington  as 
a  statesman,  a  patriot,  as  a  citizen,  a  soldier,  and  as  a  Christian, 
or  on  some  period  of  our  struggle  for  independence.  That  each 
Vice-Regent  shall  undertake  to  pay  for  the  medal  that  shall  be 
awarded  in  her  State. 

The  medal  to  be  Washington's  co^it  of  arms  or  seal  and  to 
be  given  on  the  22d  day  of  February. 

This  movement  has  been  attended  with  great  success  especially 
in  the  younger  States  of  the  West  In  Colorado  a  gold  medal  is 
awarded  for  the  best  essay  on  Washington,  from  a  scholar  in  the 
public  schools.  The  Vice-Regent  of  that  State  has  been  inde- 
fatigable in  her  efforts  to  arouse  a  patriotic  sentiment  in  the 
children  of  her  State. 

In  Klansas,  through  the  exertions  of  its  Vice-Regent,  the 
schools  now  celebrate  the  22d  of  February  in  the  most  enthu- 
siastic manner,  where  but  a  few  years  ago  the  name  of  Wash- 
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ington  was  unknown  and  the  darkest  ignorance  prevailed  as  to 
the  history  and  institutions  of  the  United  States.  Through  the 
children  alone  can  we  hope  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
ever-increasing  foreign  element  in  our  country.  But  with  the 
instruction  of  the  children  in  the  aims  and  principles  of  our  gov- 
ernment we  may  hope  to  remain  Americans. 

A  new  and  pretty  feature  of  the  session  of  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Council  was  inaugurated  by  the  Vice-Regent  for  West  Virginia, 
whose  resolution  to  raise  a  flag  upon  the  mansion  during  the 
stay  there  of  the  Board  of  Regents  was  adopted  and  was  the 
occasion  of  a  picturesque  scene  upon  the  west  lawn  when  the  flag 
was  raised  and  unfurled. 

So  full  are  the  foregoing  reports  there  is  but  little  left  to  be 
added.  Each  year  marks  some  restoration  to  Mt.  Vernon.  The 
g^eat  work  of  redeeming  the  swamp  near  the  wharf  is  so  nearly 
completed  as  to  be  evident  in  a  smiling  meadow  where  a  year 
ago  was  a  dense  tangle  of  forest  and  undergrowth,  a  swamp 
where  fever  laid  in  wait  and  which  had  always  caused  Mt  Vernon 
to  be  unhealthy.  The  garden  is  more  enchanting  every  year. 
The  lilies  and  magnolias,  carnations  and  roses,  the  quaint  old 
box  hedges  and  borders,  the  winding  walks,  the  shady  nooks, 
present  a  series  of  charming  pictures. 

There  are  no  lawns  more  smooth  or  greener  than  those  at 
Mt  Vernon. 

Where  in  this  country  can  be  found  so  historic,  so  peaceful, 
so  soul-stirring  a  spot? 

This  Home!   this  Tomb  of  Washington! 

Each  year  the  number  of  pilgrims  to  this  Cradle  of  Liberty 
increases.  They  come  from  foreign  lands  to  reverently  bow 
before  the  grave  of  the  man  who  was  good  as  he  was  great,  wise 
as  he  was  brave.  From  all  sides  of  our  own  country,  crowds 
daily  assemble  at  Mt.  Vernon.  The  more  reflective  linger  near 
the  tomb,  but  the  lighter-hearted  pass  through  the  mansion, 
where  they  see  quaint  and  beautiful  furniture  of  a  century  ago, 
or  they  stroll  through  the  beautiful  grounds  each  and  all  carry- 
ing away  a  deep  sense  of  reverence  and  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  Master  who  so  loved  this  home  and  with  whom,  by  the  side 
of  his  bed,  in  his  library,  in  his  garden,  among  his  trees;  they 
seem  almost  to  have  communed  and  to  have  met  face  to  face. 

SUSAN  E.  JOHNSON  HUDSON, 
Secretary  and  Vice-Regent  Mount  Vernon  Association  for  Conn. 

June,  1895. 
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